Monday Night Raw — August 5,
2024: That’s A Power Pair

Monday Night Raw

Date: August 5, 2024

Location: CFG Bank Arena, Baltimore, Maryland
Commentators: Michael Cole, Pat McAfee

We’'re done with Summerslam and quite a few things have
happened. First and foremost, Gunther is the new World
Heavyweight Champion, having defeated Damian Priest to win the
title. The match saw Finn Balor turn on Priest, continuing a
rather bad night for Judgment Day. Earlier in the night,
Dominik Mysterio left Rhea Ripley for Liv Morgan, which means
punishment is likely. Let’s get to it.

Here is Summerslam if you need a recap.

We open with a Summerslam recap.

Here is Ludwig Kaiser to introduce Gunther as the new World
Heavyweight Champion (and rocking a suit). Gunther lists off
his resume and says this title and company have deserved more
for a long time. He is above everyone in this ring and nothing
can catch him off guard because he 1is greatness personified.
From this day forward, Raw and the greatness of this legacy
belong to him...and here is Randy Orton to interrupt. Gunther:
“That caught me off guard.”

Orton thinks the title looks good on Gunther’s shoulder but
Orton is the reason he has that title. Did Gunther really beat
him at King Of The Ring? The referee’s decision is final but
there needs to be a part two. Orton is here to call that match
in. Gunther considers himself a living legend but Orton has
made a career out of killing legends. Gunther talks about how
the voices in Orton’s head are wrong, but he accepts. The mic
is dropped and Gunther says nothing, including the RKO,
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catches him off guard. Orton says he wants Gunther to see it
coming. That’s a fine way to go for a first title defense for
Gunther.

Sheamus is ready to face Ludwig Kaiser, who 1is the latest
young guy coming after him. Bring them all on, including Pete
Dunne.

Sheamus vs. Ludwig Kaiser

They go straight to the brawl on the floor before the bell
before Kaiser slaps him in the face in the corner. The
exchange of chops goes to Sheamus but Kaiser goes to the knee
to take him down. The Regal Roll, to Kaiser’s bad ribs, sends
Kaiser outside and we pause for a breather, which is a ruse to
send Sheamus ribs first into the steps. A running dropkick
sends Sheamus into the steps again but he manages to beat the
count back in.

Sheamus’ knee is tied up in the ropes so Kaiser can crank away
before stopping to pose. For some reason Kaiser thinks it’s a
good idea to do the ten forearms, which just makes Sheamus
knock him backwards. More chops just wake Sheamus up and they
slug it out until Sheamus hits some running ax handles.

The Irish Curse sets up White Noise for two and we hit the
cloverleaf, sending Kaiser over to the ropes. The ten forearms
are broken up with a clothesline and they’re both down.
Sheamus wins a slugout though and NOW the ten forearms can
knock Kaiser silly. Cue Pete Dunne for a distraction but
Sheamus knees him out of the way. The distraction lets Kaiser
hit a jumping enziguri for two, only for Sheamus to come back
with a Brogue Kick for the pin at 11:19.

Rating: B-. You can tell how good a Sheamus match is going to
be based on how low down his hair is pushed by all of the
sweat. They were having a good one here with Kaiser being able
to hang in there against a bigger name in Sheamus. I liked
them avoiding the cliched distraction into the ending, with



Sheamus getting a win to boost him back up a bit.

We look at the original Wyatt Family debuting in this building
eleven years ago. The path of distraction ensued and now, in
the same building, the Wyatt Sicks are having their in-ring
debut.

Another look at Summerslam.

Here is Damian Priest, who wastes no time in calling out Finn
Balor for a beating. He has been on his own for most of his
life and the Judgment Day was his family. Now these people are
his family and losing made him feel like he disappointed them.
Balor pops up on screen, saying that Priest betrayed the team.
There wasn’'t supposed to be a leader but then Priest won the
title.

A year ago, Balor lost at Summerslam and Priest told him to
man up. Balor did that at Summerslam and now he isn’t going to
fight a loser from the streets. He'll wait until Priest has
almost forgotten about him and then Balor will pop up and stab
him in the back again and again. The camera pulls back to
reveal JD McDonagh, Carlito and Dominik Mysterio/Liv Morgan.
Priest storms up the aisle to go stable hunting.

We look at Pat McAfee and Michael Cole failing at the HHH
water spit at the Judgment Day press event.

Bronson Reed comes in to see Adam Pearce, saying he should
have a match tonight because he beat Sheamus last week. He’ll
figure it out himself.

Lvra Valkyria vs. Shayna Baszler

Sonya Deville and Zoey Stark are here with Baszler. Valkyria
gets her arm cranked to start as Cole talks about Baszler’s
love of..cooking soup? Baszler lifts her up by the arm but
Valkyria fights back with a gutwrench powerbomb. Deville gets
knocked off the apron and the Nightwing connects, only for



Stark to come in for the DQ at 2:38.

Post match the beatdown is on but Damage CTRL runs in to clear
the villains out.

The Final Testament is ready to end the New Day tonight and
it’s all Xavier Woods’ fault for not taking the team up on
their offers.

Ivy Nile talks to the Creed Brothers but Maxxine Dupri
interrupts them, saying the Creeds attacked Otis and Akira
Tozawa. Nile tries to calm things down, but Chad Gable comes
in to make Nile leave.

Here is an upset looking CM Punk for a chat. Punk
congratulates his friend on winning the UFC Welterweight Title
and yes he lost on Saturday, but he is still happy. He hasn’t
been here in ten years but ten thousand people are still
cheering for him. Summerslam was not a guarantee and neither
was tonight but people don’t like him because he won’t stay
down. He was told he would be out of action for nine months
and he’s back in five.

His road to Wrestlemania started on Summerslam and it’s still
summer, so these people deserve to see him fighting. Punk
calls out Drew McIntyre but gets Seth Rollins instead. Rollins
says they’re both in a good mood because it is finally time
for him to put Punk in the dirt. The fight is almost on but
cue McIntyre in the crowd. What is with all of the negativity
around here? McIntyre is going to talk about Punk’s favorite
topic: CM Punk! McIntyre is the new best in the world and he
still has the bracelet, which sends Punk chasing McIntyre
through the crowd.

Cue Bronson Reed to jump Rollins and take him out in a twist I
didn’t see coming. The Tsunami crushes Rollins and Reed does
it again for a bonus. Referees come out to break it up but
Reed hits a third, fourth, fifth and even sixth Tsunami as
Cole is going ballistic on commentary. Rollins is spitting up



blood as Reed goes up AGAIN, only for the personnel to get
Rollins out. Reed went so far with that that it got awesome as
I wanted to see just how far it would go. Why not see what
Reed can do in a spot like this?

Post break Punk asks Adam Pearce about McIntyre but Pearce
says he saw McIntyre leave the building.

Authors Of Pain vs. New Day

New Day is dressed as Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles due to a
newly released line of action figures. Kingston can’t do much
with Akam to start so he superkicks Rezar, only to walk into a
spinebuster. We take a break and come back with Woods getting
the tag to clean house. Everything breaks down and Karrion
Kross interferes, but Odyssey Jones of all people comes out to
wreck Kross and send him over the barricade. Woods small
packages Rezar for the pin at 6:56.

Rating: C+. The match wasn’t exactly the point here as they
only had a few minutes around the break (which was completely
needed in a match that didn’t break seven minutes) but Jones
of all people being back for the save is interesting. He
hasn’t wrestled on TV in well over a year due to
injuries/creative having nothing for him so I was rather
shocked to see him. Nice job, and having a powerhouse around
is always a good thing.

Post match the Authors beat on Woods but Jones side slams BOTH
OF THEM AT THE SAME TIME before dropping Kross again. Kingston
is pleased, though Woods isn’t as sure (he does shake Jones’
hand though).

JD McDonagh swears revenge on Damian Priest.

Kofi Kingston thanks 0dyssey Jones again and Jones 1is grateful
to be on the team. Xavier Woods still isn’t sure what is going
on but apparently Kingston and Jones became friends at the
Performance Center and Kingston said New Day needed some help.



Woods doesn’t seem completely pleased (to be fair, Kingston
just bringing someone in 1is VERY un-New Day) but the Alpha
Academy comes in for dancing anyway, with Woods participating.

A-Town Down Under vs. Awesome Truth

R-Truth takes both of them down to start and it’s a double
dropkick (both moves are Rock N Roll Express moves in a call
back to Summerslam) to send the villains outside as we take a
break. Back with Waller and Theory missing their own double
dropkick, allowing the tag back to Miz. House is cleaned,
including the alternating YES Kicks. Miz dives onto Theory and
hits the basement DDT for two. Truth tags himself in and tries
the AA, only swing Waller into Miz by mistake. A Town Down
finishes Truth at 7:28.

Rating: C. The match wasn’t much to see as you could tell but
the ending does at least set the stage for Awesome Truth'’s
split. The team doesn’t have much going for it right now
anyway so splitting them up and letting them do their own
things again isn’t a bad idea. If nothing else, A-Town Down
Under needed a win if they’ll be staying together much longer.

Damian Priest says he never wanted JD McDonagh in Judgment
Day, because no one but Finn Balor did. Tonight, pain 1is
coming.

Bron Breakker says his name is on the Intercontinental Title
and no one can take it from him.

Damian Priest vs. JD McDonagh

Carlito is here with McDonagh, who strikes away to start but
gets kicked in the face for his efforts. A faceplant drops
McDonagh again but a distraction lets him stomp Priest down in
the corner. Priest kicks McDonagh outside and but gets
distracted again, allowing McDonagh to get in a posting.
McDonagh’s suicide dive connects and we take a break. We come
back with McDonagh headbutting him down, setting up a



moonsault for two. Priest fights up and strikes away including
dropping Carlito..but Finn Balor runs in for the DQ at 9:19.

Rating: C+. This one could have gone either way, as I could
have gone for Priest smashing McDonagh here, but having Balor
come in for another cheap shot is a good way to go. It feels
like we're in a long form story here before Priest finally
gets his hands on Balor and that could be interesting if done
right. Priest needs to be a smashing machine in there, but
it's ok to wait a bit before it happens.

Post match the beatdown is on but Priest fights up and is left
alone with Balor. Cue Rhea Ripley to chase Dominik Mysterio
and Liv Morgan, with the latter getting caught and posted
hard. Dominik saves Morgan from a Razor’s Edge through the
table, leaving Ripley to headbutt McDonagh into South Of
Heaven. Hot segment here, with Ripley and Priest looking like
the coolest pair in a good while.

We look back at Roman Reigns returning at Summerslam.

Sonya Deville and company jump Damage CTRL and take out Dakota
Kai’s knee. Please tell me she’s not hurt again.

Post break Deville and company are here to mock Dakota Kai for
not being able to wrestle but we have a replacement.

Iyo Sky vs. Sonya Deville

Both of their associates are on the floor. Deville starts fast
and misses a basement clothesline as McAfee confuses Dakota
Kai and Iyo Sky. The fight heads to the floor, where Sky is
sent into the steps as we take a break. Back with Sky fighting
out of trouble and getting two off a rollup. A dragon screw
legwhip takes Deville down and a missile dropkick gets two.
Deville runs her over for two more but Sane is back up as
well. Damage CTRL hit big dives off the same corner, setting
up Over The Moonsault to finish Deville at 7:12.



Rating: B-. Sky got to showcase herself here, which isn’t
surprising as she is still one of the most talented stars in
WWE. It was good for her to get a win to slow down Deville and
company’s momentum, but the lack of Kai worries me. She hasn’t
been back long after her knee injury and that felt like a way
to write her off.

Ilja Dragunov congratulates Sami Zayn on being a great
champion. Zayn says Dragunov will be a great champion one day
but here is Jey Uso to give Zayn a pep talk. The rematch for
the title is next week and then they can win the Tag Team
Titles.

We get another Wyatt Sicks video, this time on Joe Gacy, who
thinks he is Huskus The Pig Boy. He’'s a bit out there.

Chad Gable/Creed Brothers vs. Wyatt Sicks

The lights go out and the rocking chair, with the lantern, 1is
in the ring. The Wyatts come out for the brawl and the fans
approve, even as Lumis takes over on Julius to start. It’'s oft
to Gacy to clean house, including a belly to back neckbreaker
on Julius. A pull of the Gacy’s hair brings Rowan in to clean
house and we take a break.

Back with Gable hitting a top rope moonsault for two. Julius
fights up and hands it off to Rowan to clean house. Rowan’s
swinging slam puts Gable down for two as the Creeds make the
save. Lumis dives off the post onto them and, the Creeds get
sent over the announcers’ table. A claw slam plants Gable and
it’s a frog splash to give Lumis the pin at 12:19.

Rating: B-. It was a fun match and the fans were into the
Wyatts, but I'm not sure I can see what they’re going to be
doing. They’'re the kind of team who needs time to set up a
match or a feud and that is going to require some explaining
most of the time. I like the idea of the team, but I'm not
sure how well it is going to work long term.



All of the Wyatts pose to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. This was a show that was more about the
drama and setting things up for later rather than what was
happening here. As a result, we got another good show that has
me wanting to see where they’re going for the pay per view a
the end of the month. The Judgment Day stuff is hot right now
and the women’s team feud has be intrigued. It was a hot show
coming out of Summerslam and that’s a really good sign.

Results

Sheamus b. Ludwig Kaiser — Brogue Kick

Lyra Valkyria b. Shayna Baszler via DQ when Zoey Stark
interfered

A-Town Down Under b. Awesome Truth — A Town Down to R-Truth
Damian Priest b. JD McDonagh via DQ when Finn Balor interfered
Iyo Sky b. Sonya Deville — Over The Moonsault

Wyatt Sicks b. Chad Gable/Creed Brothers — Frog splash to
Gable

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vyour
wrestling headline needs.
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