Impact Wrestling — August 15,
2024: This Show Is Fun

Impact Wrestling

Date: August 15, 2024

Location: Florida State Fairgrounds, Tampa, Florida
Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

We’'re getting closer and closer to Emergence but we have a
pretty major title match this week. In the main event this
time around, Nic Nemeth defends the World Title against Josh
Alexander in another title match that feels like it should
have been built up as a bigger deal. Other than that, PCO is
going to want revenge on Matt Cardona for ruining his
honeymoon last week. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

Chris Bey vs. Riley Osborne vs. John Skyler

Ultimate X Qualifying Match and Osborne is a British high
flier from NXT. Hold on though as Frankie Kazarian comes out
to join commentary. Skyler drops to the floor to start so Bey
is right there to drop him with a dive. Back in and Osborne
grabs a running hurricanrana on Bey but gets jumped by the
returning Skyler.

A Boston crab has Osborne in trouble so Bey makes the save
this time around. Bey is sent outside, leaving Osborne to
Falcon Arrow Skyler for two. Back in and the Art of Finesse
takes Osborne down but Skyler sends Bey into the post, only to
get crucifixed to give Osborne two more. Osborne is right back
up with a shooting star press to finish Skyler at 5:59.

Rating: B-. This was pretty much the definition of “it was fun
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while it lasted” but how much can you get out of a match that
only runs about six minutes? It’s nice to see someone from NXT
getting into a match like Ultimate X as you can throw him in
there without needing him to take a loss to avoid making him
champion. Nice match and as usual, the X-Division makes for a
good opener.

Nic Nemeth arrived earlier today and promised to leave as
World Champion.

Here is Santino Marella, who calls out Matt Cardona for a
chat. Marella calls Cardona a wedding crasher but Cardona says
Marella has no authority because Cardona doesn’t work here.
Marella offers him a contract and threatens to prosecute him
for attacking PCO last week. Cardona takes the contract and
says he’ll look into it, which Marella calls a win.

Eric Young interrupts Frankie Kazarian and tells him he’ll
never forget what Kazarian did. Steve Maclin comes in and
yells at both of them, with Kazarian leaving.

Post break, Maclin (elsewhere from where he was before the
break), says Young is his first step back to the World Title.

Tasha Steelz vs. Gisele Shaw

Shaw charges into an uppercut in the corner to start and gets
sent outside for another shot to the face. Steelz grabs what
looked like a wrench, which is taken away, leaving her to run
Shaw over for two instead. Shaw is back with a spinebuster and
Shock and Awe connects for two. The running knee is countered
with a superkick and Steelz’s Codebreaker gets two more. A
rollup with feet on the ropes gets caught though, allowing
Shaw to hit the running knee for the pin at 4:45.

Rating: C. They were rushing through things here due to the
lack of time but Shaw getting a win to even the score helps
her a lot. It still seems like Shaw vs. Gail Kim 1is a
possibility for Bound For Glory, but at some point it needs to



be Shaw winning a title. She has been around long enough that
she needs to win something and that has gotten so close so
many times now it has to happen.

Mike Santana has been attacked, with the System and the System
standing over him.

We look at Joe Hendry getting put into a #1 contenders match
for the NXT Title.

Here are the System and JDC for a chat. Alisha Edwards says
Mike Santana is out of his match with Moose tonight...but here
is a banged up Santana in the crowd. Santana decks some of the
team and gets inside, saying ring the bell.

Mike Santana vs. Moose

The rest of the System and JDC are here too. Moose jumps him
to start but Santana forearms his way out of trouble. A hard
whip into the corner drops Santana again and Moose fires off
some elbows. The release Rock Bottom onto the apron puts
Santana down again and we take a break. Back with Santana down
on the floor following a posting but he manages to beat the
count. Moose whips him into the corner again and stops for
some posing, only for Santana to tell say bring it.

Santana fights up and hits a middle rope dropkick but Moose
kicks him in the face to cut off the comeback. A rolling
cutter drops Moose and a Cannonball in the corner gives
Santana two. Spin The Block connects but Santana can’t cover
due to his banged up shoulder (from the posting earlier),
allowing Moose to roll outside. Moose goes after the arm again
and hits the spear for the pin at 11:26.

Rating: B-. There is a good chance that Santana is going to
need some help to fight back against the System, as he feels
like a bit enough name to go after the team but there is only
so much he can do on his own. I'm not sure I would have had
Santana lose again but at least he had the arm injury and the



numbers game to hold him off. For now though, Santana looked
good in defeat, though that shouldn’t be happening too often.

Post match the System goes after Santana but Joe Hendry runs
in with a chair for the save. Hendry announces that next week,
it’s Moose/IDC vs. the Hardys.

Spitfire wants another shot at the Knockouts Tag Team Titles.

We look back at Ash By Elegance ruining Jordynne Grace vs.
Rosemary last week.

Grace expected Ash to take her loss and move on, which was a
mistake. If Ash wants another fight, she can get one.

Ace Austin vs. Rich Swann vs. Jason Hotch

Ultimate X Qualifying Match and Top Dolla is on commentary.
They trade headscissors to start until Hotch is sent outside.
That leaves Swann to stomp on Austin until Hotch is back in
for the save. Back up and Swann kicks Hotch in the back for
two, leaving Austin to make the save for a change. Austin’s
sunset flip makes Hotch German suplex Swann, who flips out to
stick the landing but gets rolled up for two more.

Austin superkicks Hotch into a German suplex before planting
Swann for another near fall. They go outside where Swann 1is
sent into Doll, who drops Austin onto the apron. Cue Chris Bey
to take out Dolla, leaving Austin to kick Hotch down. Cue John
Skyler for a distraction though, allowing Hotch to grab a
rollup for the pin on Austin at 6:05.

Rating: B-. Like the opener, they didn’'t have much time to
make this work, especially with so much going on other than
the action itself. There were two people getting involved in a
three person match, which is quite a bit in a match that was
only about six minutes. I do like the surprise ending, as it
would have seemed Hotch was there to take the fall, but they
went the other way instead. Nice stuff, especially given the



situation.

Matt Cardona agrees to sign the contract but wants a six
person tag with two mystery partners vs. PCO/Rhino/Xia
Brookside. Works for Marella, as long as Cardona faces PCO one
on one at Emergence. Cardona signs.

TNA World Champion: Nic Nemeth vs. Josh Alexander

Nemeth is defending. Alexander wrestles him down to start and
tells Nemeth to bring it. That's fine with Nemeth, who takes
him to the mat and works on the arm. Alexander bails out to
the floor and we take an early break. Back with Nemeth getting
two off a rollup but getting riven back into the corner. Some
forearms to the back have Nemeth down again and Alexander
offers some applause.

Nemeth gets forearmed in the face as the fans chant USA, only
to have the American dropped with a clothesline. Alexander
takes too long to set up a moonsault, allowing Nemeth to pull
him down. Nemeth’s running DDT is blocked though and Alexander
sends him outside as we take another break.

Back again with Nemeth fighting out of the chinlock and
grabbing a German suplex for two. The superkick is countered
into an ankle lock though, with Nemeth quickly escaping and
hitting a Fameasser. Alexander is back with a Regal Roll into
a middle rope knee to the back for two of his own. The ankle
lock goes on again but Nemeth quickly reverses into a sleeper
as we take another break.

Back again with Alexander hitting a powerbomb backbreaker for
two and putting Nemeth on top. The belly to back superplex is
countered into a crossbody to give Nemeth two, setting up the
Danger Zone for no cover. Instead the running DDT plants
Alexander for two more but he sends Nemeth shoulder first into
the post. The C4 Spike 1is reversed into the Danger Zone..but
we're out of time at 30:00.



Rating: B. They were getting going near the end there and it
was a good, back and forth match, even if the ending feels
like a way to set up a rematch at Emergence. You're only going
to get so much out of seeing them fight for thirty minutes and
then wanting to see them do it again on a major show, but
Nemeth needs such an opponent. Solid main event here,
especially if you accept that Alexander can be a bit dry.

Post match Nemeth wants five more minutes but gets kicked low
instead. Alexander holds up the title before walking off to
end the show.

Overall Rating: B. This was definitely the wrestling focused
show, with two Ultimate X qualifiers, a big match in the
middle, and the World Title main event. That is more than you
get on the average week and it made for a good show here. The
Cardona stuff is interesting as well as he really does feel
like a big star. It was a good week around here and Emergence
has the potential to be a pretty big show as well. Nice work.

Results

Riley Osborne b. John Skyler and Chris Bey — Shooting star
press to Skyler

Gisele Shaw b. Tasha Steelz — Running knee

Moose b. Mike Santana — Spear

Jason Hotch b. Ace Austin and Rich Swann — Rollup to Austin

Nic Nemeth vs. Josh Alexander went to a time limit draw

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND


http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your

wrestling headline needs.
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