Impact Wrestling — August 22,
2024: Keep Saying It

Impact Wrestling

Date: August 22, 2024

Location: Florida State Fairgrounds, Tampa, Florida
Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matt Rehwoldt

We're a little over a week away from Emergence and with most
of the card set, there is only so much more that needs to be
one. One of the biggest parts would be the final members of
the Ultimate X match, meaning we have more qualifying matches.
Other than that, we’re likely to be in for more of a build
towards the show. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

Hammerstone vs. Frankie Kazarian vs. Kushida

Ultimate X Qualifying Match. Hammerstone powers Kushida into
the corner for the shoulders to start but gets sent outside,
leaving the other two to trade rollups for two each. They
trade standing switches until Hammerstone dropkicks them both
down. A suplex sends Kushida flying and Kazarian makes the
mistake of jumping Hammerstone.

Kushida gets in a double knockdown but gets dropped by
Kazarian for two. Hammerstone is back in but Kushida catches
him in a cross armbreaker. That’s broken up by Kazarian, who
can’t quite hit Fade To Black on Hammerstone. Instead Kushida
knocks Kazarian outside, only to get caught in the torture
rack. Hammerstone’'s Nightmare Pendulum is enough to end
Kushida at 6:08.

Rating: B-. The action here was good (as good as it could be
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in such a short match) but what helped here was you could see
any of them winning. Kushida is a former champion and Kushida
is a legend, while Hammerstone is the kind of hoss who could
do some interesting things in Ultimate X. This was a good
choice for an opener and I had a good time while I was
wondering who would win.

Post match Hammerstone leaves so Kazarian hammers on Kushida,
including Fade To Black.

Eric Young is ready for Hammerstone. Steve Maclin comes in to
say he’'ll be watching.

Santana knows he has to be an animal around here and wants to
cut the head off the snake that is the System.

Alisha Edwards vs. Rosemary

Masha Slamovich is here with Edwards, who makes the mistake of
poking Rosemary in the chest to start. Rosemary knocks her
into the ropes and grabs the Upside Down, only to get kicked
down for two. The Figure Four necklock mat slams has Rosemary
in more trouble and a splash gives Edwards two more. Rosemary
is back up with the spear for two of her own but Slamovich
offers a distraction. That’'s enough for Edwards to hit a
Downward Spiral but Spitfire comes out to cut Slamovich off,
meaning the referee 1is distracted. Rosemary is right back up
with As Above, So Below for the pin at 4:46.

Rating: C. Rosemary continues to be in a weird place as she’s
a big star in the division but can only go so far because of
how complicated and intricate of a backstory she has. You
could easily put her into the Knockouts Title picture and that
still might be where they are going with this win. I’'d rather
she do that than have another weird partner, as that has kind
of been covered.

Post match Rosemary gives the out cold Alisha a black rose.



Ash By Elegance agrees to face Jordynne Grace in a match..by
Elegance.

Xia Brookside/Rhino/PCO vs. Steph de Lander/Kon/Madman Fulton

Matt Cardona was supposed to be on the de Lander team but
isn’t medically cleared to compete. PCO and Kon start things
off, with PCO chasing Cardona at the bell as we take an early
break. Back with Rhino brawling with Fulton out to the floor
with Fulton getting the better of things and choking on the
rope.

Kon does the same and Cardona gets in a cheap shot, with de
Lander not being pleased. Fulton’s splash gets two and we hit
the chinlock for a breather. Rhino fights up and hits a quick
Gore, allowing the tag off to PCO to pick up the pace.
Everything breaks down and Brookside manages a Brookside Bomb
on Fulton. The Gore sets up the PCOsault to finish Fulton at
8:28.

Rating: C+. This was a fun match, even if de Lander didn’t do
much. While it’s hard to imagine that de Lander and Cardona
don’t reunite later, there is something different with the de
Lander/PCO stuff for the time being. Kon and Fulton are fine
muscle/monsters, and that’s all it seems they’re being
presented as here.

Video on Nic Nemeth vs. Josh Alexander in an Iron Man match at
Emergence.

Jordynne Grace is down for Ash By Elegance’s challenge.

Laredo Kid vs. Bhupinder Gujjar vs. Jai Vidal

Ultimate X Qualifying Match and Vidal is quickly sent outside.
The other two slug it out until Vidal sends Kid outside, only
to get caught in a hurricanrana from Gujjar. Kid is back in
and chops away on Vidal in the corner but gets low bridged to
the floor. Gujjar hits a big dive to take both of them out on



the floor but Kid does just the same. Back in and a pair of
moonsaults gives Kid two on Vidal with Gujjar making the save.
Vidal stomps Gujjar in the corner but gets planted by Kid, who
hits a 450 for the pin at 6:41.

Rating: B-. More action packed and perfectly good stuff which
didn’t have the chance to do much due to the time situation.
Kid hasn’t been around much lately but he is more than good
enough to warrant a spot in a match like this. It isn’t like
Gujjar and Vidal have been doing anything anyway so the loss
isn’t hurting thenm.

First Class yells about how Rich Swann should have been in
Ultimate X. Mike Bailey comes in to offer him a title shot to
make up for it. That'’s quite the reward.

Charlie Dempsey vs. Jonathan Gresham

They fight over wrist control to start as commentary just says
Gresham “forgot” about the whole black ink thing. The
technical off goes to the mat with Gresham getting the better
of things and working on the arm to limited avail. Dempsey
reveres into a leglock and bridges back into a neck crank at
the same time (think a reverse STF) for a nasty visual.

Back up and Gresham hits a running shoulder before they fight
over a test of strength. They keep their hands lock as they go
to the mat, with some near falls each as both have to bridge
up. Gresham ties the legs up and tries to pin the arms
down....which actually gets the pin at 9:07!

Rating: B-. This was a very different kind of match as it was
all technical and grappling. The ending was downright stunning
too as that has been a nothing spot in a match for years.
Instead though, it makes sense that someone would get a fluke
pin on it at some point, even if I never actually expected to
see it happen. I was genuinely surprised by the finish and I
often like that feeling so well done.



Post match Dempsey swings at Gresham, who punches him to the
floor without much effort.

We look at Joe Hendry becoming #1 contender to the NXT Title
and Zachary Wentz jumping Wes Lee on NXT.

Moose/JDC vs. Hardys

Jeff chases JDC around with a chair before the bell and is
quickly knocked down by Moose, all before the opening bell.
They get in for said bell and Jeff sends Moose into the corner
for the tag off to Matt. Moose cuts that off and hands it off
to JDC for a clothesline, meaning it’s time to choke in the
corner. Matt Russian legsweeps his way out of trouble and hits
the Twist of Fate but Jeff’s Swanton is broken up.

We take a break and come back with Matt hitting a middle rope
elbow for two. Everything breaks down and JDC stomps on Matt
on the floor, allowing Moose to hammer away back inside. JDC
grabs a rather aggressive chinlock before handing it back to
Moose for some choking. Matt manages a quick suplex and it’s
back to Jeff to clean house. It’s quickly back to Matt for the
Side Effect on Moose and they slug it out. Moose goes up top
but dives into a cutter, with JDC having to hit Down And Dirty
for the save. JDC goes up again but gets crotched down,
meaning it'’s the Twist Of Fate into the Swanton for the pin at
14:36.

Rating: C+. The Hardys aren’t anything close to what they were
before but it was nice to see them getting to turn back the
clock a bit here. They are still capable of having a good
enough tag match, especially against a team with someone like
JDC, who is there to take the fall. If nothing else, the match
felt big because the Hardys made it feel more important. Just
don’t do it too often.

Post match the beatdown is on so Mike Santana runs in, only to
get taken out as well. Joe Hendry comes in for the real save
and the good guys stand tall to end the show.



Overall Rating: B-. I was digging this show and it is making
me want to watch Emergence, which is quite the good sign. The
Ultimate X qualifying matches were both entertaining and the
more times I hear the explanation of “yeah the black ink thing
was stupid and we just dropped it”, the happier I'll be.
Emergence could be a heck of a show if the good building
continues, and this was another nice step on the way there.

Results

Hammerstone b. Kushida and Frankie Kazarian — Nightmare
Pendulum to Kushida

Rosemary b. Alisha Edwards — As Above So Below

PCO/Xia Brookside/Rhino b. Steph de Lander/Kon/Madman Fulton —
PCOsault to Fulton

Laredo Kid b. Bhupinder Gujjar and Jai Vidal — 450 to Vidal
Jonathan Gresham b. Charlie Dempsey — Arm pin

Hardys b. Moose/JDC — Swanton Bomb to JDC

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vyour
wrestling headline needs.
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