Smackdown — October 18, 2024:
At Least There's The
Bloodline

Smackdown

Date: October 18, 2024

Location: Colonial Life Arena, Columbia, South Carolina
Commentators: Corey Graves, Wade Barrett

We’'re getting closer to Crown Jewel and the show is going to
need something more than just the World Champions clashing.
That might be remedied though as earlier today, WWE confirmed
that they had signed the Motor City Machine Guns, with a debut
likely for this show. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Jimmy Uso and Roman Reigns agreeing
that they need help, only for Jey Uso to turn Jimmy down on
Raw.

Here is the Bloodline to get things going, with Solo Sikoa
ignoring the OTC chants and telling the fans to acknowledge
him. Sikoa says they are the present and the future and Roman
Reigns can’'t do anything about it. Jey Uso doesn’t want
anything to do with it either, because No Yeet. The beatdowns
to Reigns will continue unless he acknowledges Sikoa by the
end of the night.

Cue Jey Uso through the crowd to interrupt, saying that he
still cares about Sikoa. Jimmy and Reigns aren’t here yet so
he’s here to talk about what Sikoa is doing to the family. Jey
left to become his own man and now he’s the Intercontinental
Champion. Sikoa says he’s trying to unite the family but Jey
needs to stop calling him little brother, because he’s the
Tribal Chief. So is Jey in or out? Jey asks why the Tongans
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and Jacob Fatu are here if Sikoa 1is trying to unite the
family. With that, Jey says it’ll be different the next time
they meet and he leaves in peace. Sikoa showing up on Raw
during Jey’s title match wouldn’t shock me.

Street Profits vs. DIY vs. Pretty Deadly

This 1is the first of two triple threats with the winners
facing off next week for a Tag Team Title match. Ford
dropkicks Ciampa down for two to start but Prince suckers
Ciampa into a shot from Wilson. That doesn’t work for Ford,
who hits a big flip dive, only for Ciampa to knee him down for
two. Pretty Deadly takes over on Ciampa though and we take a
break.

Back with Ford splashing Ciampa for two with Gargano making
the save. Dawkins launches Ciampa into a belly to back to give
Ford two but Spilled Milk is broken up. Ford gets crotched on
top but he pops back up with a Doomsday Blockbuster to
Prince..but DIY is back in with Meet In The Middle to steal the
pin (as Ford was pinning the illegal Prince) at 8:11.

Rating: B-. Pretty much a nonstop action match here and that’s
what you want in something like this. Let them go out there
and tear the house down in the first match of the show, with
DIY being smart to steal the win in the end. 0dds are they’ll
be seeing the Motor City Machine Guns next week and they could
be fine victims to set up a Crown Jewel title match.

Roman Reigns and Jimmy Uso arrive but run into Jey Uso. Jey
goes to walk by the but Reigns says he’s proud of the title
win. Jey: “No Yeet.” And he walks away, with Reigns saying he
told us so. It’s so nice to have Jey actually remembering what
happened to him and not forgiving his family, as that wouldn’t
make sense for him.

Nia Jax 1is annoyed that Tiffany Stratton is sick, but Nick
Aldis says find a new partner. Candice LeRae and Indi Hartwell
come in to say they’ll do it, with LeRae getting the spot.



Piper Niven vs. Lash Legend

Chelsea Green and Jakara Jackson are here too. Niven runs her
over to start but misses a splash, allowing Legend to kick her
in the face. Back up and Niven misses a Cannonball but Legend
can’t manage a fireman’s carry. She can however manage a slam
and, after avoiding a Vader Bomb, hit her kind of weird over
the back faceplant for the pin at 2:58.

Jimmy Uso comes to see Roman Reigns and says he should talk to
Jey Uso. Reigns says we tried Jimmy'’s way so now we’'ll try
Reigns’ way. He’s going to acknowledge Solo Sikoa.

Here is Cody Rhodes to greet the fans and talk about the Crown
Jewel Championships. It’s not about the last one or the next
one but about the first one. What if we saw Harley Race vs.
Bruno Sammartino or Ric Flair vs. Verne Gagne or Goldberg vs.
Steve Austin? Now we’'ll see one of those matches in Saudi
Arabia but he’s not going to disparage Gunther.

Why does he think he’s leaving Crown Jewel as champion? Well
look at this thing! Rhodes is here to fight for people like
his daughter and he wants Gunther here next week to ask what
he wants to talk about. Rhodes is one of the best going today
but even he can’t make this stupid thing sound interesting.

We look back at Kevin Owens’ path of rage.

Owens has sent in a video talking about how things have never
felt as bad as they do right now. It’s unfair that he’s been
asked to stay away after what he did to Cody Rhodes, as how
many worse things have happened around here? How appreciated
is he by WWE? He can’t get around what Randy Orton did to him
by picking Cody Rhodes over him. Owens isn’t sure when or if
he can come back.

Orton tells Nick Aldis that he wants Kevin Owens at Crown
Jewel but Aldis says he can’t do it. That’s coming from up
above, so Orton says he knows who he needs to talk to.



A-Town Down Under vs. Legado del Fantasma vs. Motor City
Machine Guns

This is the other qualifying match for next week and the Guns
are Chris Sabin and Alex Shelley, a team who had tremendous
success in TNA (where they were multiple time Tag Team
Champions and both World Champion). Sabin gets sent into the
corner to start but comes back with a high crossbody to Angel
and Waller. Sabin’s big dive takes out a bunch of people on
the floor but Waller hits him in the face as we take an early
break.

Back with Legado hitting some stereo moonsaults to the floor
but the Guns drop A-Town Down Under. Legado clears the other
villains out, only for the Guns to hit the Dream Sequence (a
rapid fire string of kicks, capped off with a running basement
dropkick). Skull And Bones (neckbreaker[]/top rope splash
combination) finishes Berto at 8:23.

Rating: C+. The triple threat aspect gave me the slightest
wonder if the Guns wouldn’t win here but thankfully sanity
prevailed. The fans seemed to at least somewhat know them and
that’s a good way to start them out. They very well might be
in for a big upset at Crown Jewel for the titles, but they had
to start somewhere and this is as good as anything else they
could have done in their first week.

Carmelo Hayes and Andrade get in a fight in the back.

Naomi/Bayley vs. Nia Jax/Candice LeRae

Jax wastes no time in sending Bayley to the corner for the
running hip attack. It’s already off to LeRae, who gets taken
into the wrong corner so Naomi can come in to take over. Naomi
walks on Jax’s back but gets sent flying onto her face for
two. We take a break and come back with Bayley and LeRae both
coming in so the former can take over. LeRae gets dropped face
first onto the buckle and a sunset bomb into the corner gives
Bayley two. Jax is sent to the floor for a dive from Naomi,



leaving LeRae to drop Bayley. A top rope Lionsault gives LeRae
the big upset pin at 7:35.

Rating: C. This “take a break in a short match” is happening
more and more often lately and it’s starting to drive me
crazy. I know the commercials are what matter more than
anything else because it brings the company money, but dang it
gets annoying to have nearly half of a match gone to a
commercial. It takes all o the energy out of a match and makes
it feel like it’s divided in two, which isn’t good when they
only had so much time in the first place.

Next week is match #7 between Carmelo Hayes and Andrade so LA
Knight is guest referee because he can’t stand either of them.

Here is Roman Reigns to acknowledge Solo Sikoa. Reigns has the
fans acknowledge him and here is Sikoa to interrupt. Reigns
says the family is divided and broken but he told his father
that he could fix this. He wants titles, paydays and abundance
from the heavens. Sikoa says Reigns can fix this by
acknowledging him as his Tribal Chief, or else. Reigns: “OR
ELSE WHAT?"” Sikoa says that'’'s proof that Reigns has never
changed, so Sikoa won’'t change either. Cue the Bloodline,
having attacked Jimmy Uso. Reigns tries to fight them off but
gets dropped with a low blow. The Bloodline poses over Reigns
to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. I had a bit more fun with this one, though
that might be due to having the Guns show up and get a nice
win. Other than that, the Bloodline is starting to heat back
up and that should mean another big moment with WarGames about
six weeks away. The Crown Jewel Title matches are still
horrible, but that’s not on the wrestlers who have nothing to
talk about. A good show this week, but there are still
problems to be solved.

Results
DIY b. Street Profits and Pretty Deadly — Meet In The Middle



to Wilson

Lash Legend b. Piper Niven — Over the back faceplant

Motor City Machine Guns b. A-Town Down Under and Legado del
Fantasma — Skull and Bones to Berto

Candice LeRae/Nia Jax b. Bayley/Naomi — Springboard moonsault
to Bayley

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vyour
wrestling headline needs.
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