Smackdown — November 1, 2024:
It Can Only Do So Much

Smackdown

Date: November 1, 2024

Location: Barclays Center, New York City, New York
Commentators: Corey Graves, Michael Cole

We’'re taped from last week as tomorrow is Crown Jewel in all
of its glory. That means it is time to give us the final
hammering home before the pay per view, including the big push
towards the Bloodline vs. whatever the other team is called,
which was announced earlier this week. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week'’'s results if you need a recap.

Here is Nia Jax to get things going. She wants the Crown Jewel
Title and she tends to get what she wants. The last time she
was in Saudi Arabia, she wanted to become Queen Of The Ring
and that’s what happened. She’s going to win the Crown Jewel
Title and Morgan will be crying on the floor.

Cue Morgan, with Raquel Rodriguez and Dominik Mysterio, to
talk about how she won in Saudi Arabia too. Morgan beat her
the last time they fought but here is Tiffany Stratton to
interrupt. She promises to cash in, but she’s not sure which
one it will be. Maybe something could change her mind though:
if she takes Morgan’s title, does Dominik come with it? She
could use a little dirty in her life (Dominik shakes his head
no). Morgan thinks Stratton has enough dirty in her life and
the fight is on, with a call for a referee. Adding some
stakes, even if they’re not guaranteed, to the Crown Jewel
match helps so much.

Liv Morgan vs. Tiffany Stratton

Non-title and joined in progress with Morgan taking her to the
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floor for some rams into various things. Back in and a
dropkick sends Stratton into the corner so she grabs the
briefcase. Nia Jax pops up on the apron but Morgan uses the
distraction to grab a rollup (with trunks) for the pin at 2:27
shown.

Post match Nia gives Morgan the Annihilator.

We look back at Kevin Owens vs. Randy Orton being made for
Crown Jewel.

Owens has sent in a video saying he doesn’t want to fight
Orton because he never wanted to hurt him. Now he’s going to
hurt Orton like Orton hurt him.

Street Profits vs. Pretty Deadly

B-Fab is here with the Profits. Pretty Deadly has Playbills
for their upcoming musical and talk to Lin Manuel Miranda (of
Hamilton fame) in a likely smart move. The villains jump the
Profits before the bell and it’'s Ford getting knocked into the
corner, with Prince getting to dance a bit. Wilson comes in
for some stomping of his own but Ford slips away and brings in
Dawkins to clean house without much trouble. A middle rope
Codebreaker cuts Dawkins down but B-Fab cuts off the choking
and slams Prince. The Doomsday Blockbuster finishes Wilson at
4:01.

Rating: C. Pretty Deadly has fallen pretty far in the last few
months as they have very little to do save for talking about
their musical, which doesn’t exactly seem likely for some big
payoff. The Profits are stuck in this weird place where
they’re good enough to challenge for the titles but have lost
so many big matches that it doesn’t seem likely. They need to
figure something out though, because this is only going to
hold out for so long.

Nia Jax isn’t happy with Tiffany Stratton, who says it’s all
part of the plan. Bayley and Naomi aren’t convinced.



Naomi/Bayley vs. Indi Hartwell/Candice LeRae

Hartwell pounds Bayley down to start and then punches her in
the face for a bonus. LeRae adds a dive off the apron to drop
Bayley again and we take a break. Back with Bayley fighting
out of a chinlock and hitting some knees to Hartwell in the
corner. Naomi comes in to slug away on LeRae, including a
middle rope splits splash for two with Hartwell making the
save. Everything breaks down and the Bayley To Belly hits
Hartwell, but LeRae is back up with the Lionsault to Bayley.
That’s not worth a count though as Naomi is legal, meaning she
hits the Rear View for the pin at 8:50.

Rating: C. As usual, there is only so much you can get out of
a match with so much missing, but they were trying well
enough. I'm not sure how much drama there was in the match as
Bayley and Naomi are much bigger stars, plus the whole
Hartwell is released thing. If nothing else, I'm surprised
LeRae took the fall, but it only makes so much of a
difference.

We look at the recent Bloodline situations, resulting in the
Usos joining forces with Roman Reigns to fight the villains.

Here are Jimmy Uso and Roman Reigns to officially clear the
air with Jey Uso. Jimmy says he and his brother made up and
it’s time for Roman to make everything ok of they’ll lose at
Crown Jewel. Cue Jey Uso, who wastes no time in taking off the
sunglasses. He gets right to the point in saying that this is
about him getting back at Solo Sikoa. This isn’t ok with all
three of them yet because he remembers how Reigns treated him.

There was physical, mental and emotional damage, but now they
have to show the next generations that it’'s family above all.
Reigns isn’t going to be the boss though and they’re all
equals right now. Reigns can keep going that way or he can act
like Jey’s cousin and they’ll be together at Crown Jewel. Jey
looks at him as Reigns thinks about it...and says YEET to quite



the reaction. Jimmy and Jey hold up the fingers and Reigns
joins the pose to blow the roof off the place.

The Motor City Machine Guns are in the back when A-Town Down
Under interrupts them. The villains invite them to be on the
Grayson Waller Effect next week and the champs are in.

Iyo Sky vs. Bianca Belair vs. Lash Legend vs. Piper Niven

Their respective partners are here too. They pair off to start
with Belair hammering on Niven and avoiding a charge in the
corner. Niven runs Belair over as Legend drops Sky onto the
apron. Back in and Legend and Niven hit a double clothesline
for a double knockdown. Niven breaks up Sky’s Asai moonsault
but gets taken out by Belair. Legend and Niven drop Belair
though and we take a break.

Back with Niven hitting a backsplash for two on Sky, with
Legend stealing the cover. Belair comes back in with a high
crossbody to both of the, followed by a spinebuster to Niven.
Legend takes out Belair but Sky is back in to hit both
villains in the corner. Niven and Sky go up but get Tower of
Doomed back down by Belair.

Legend plants Belair but Chelsea Green makes the save as the
brawl breaks out on the floor. Back in and Niven backsplashes
Legend and piledrives Belair. Legend cuts off the basement
crossbody as Cargill cleans house on the floor. The KOD hits
Legend but Sky comes in with Over The Moonsault to hit Belair
and steals the pin on Legend at 12:04.

Rating: B-. This is the kind of formula that tends to work
best for these matches as it was a bunch of people going nuts
and trying to get in as much stuff as they could. That made
for an entertaining match and I had a good time with 1it,
especially when you add in all of the others on the floor.
Good stuff here, even if it means almost nothing for the title
match.



Cody Rhodes asks Randy Orton to save him a piece of Kevin
Owens.

Andrade, Carmelo Hayes and LA Knight are ready for the triple
threat for the US Title.

Crown Jewel rundown.

Solo Sikoa isn’t happy with Roman Reigns and the Usos being
together again and promises to take them out.

Randy Orton/Cody Rhodes vs. Imperium

Cody and Gunther get things going..and we’ll make that Kaiser
instead before anything happens. A gordbuster sends Kaiser
outside and Rhodes hits a big dive as we take an early break.
Back with Gunther kicking Rhodes down so Kaiser can hammer
away. The double kicks in the corner have Rhodes in more
trouble and Kaiser grabs the chinlock.

That's switched into an abdominal stretch until Rhodes
hiptosses his way to freedom. A double clothesline leaves both
of them own and Rhodes is able to hand it off to Orton. The
hanging DDT hits Gunther but he blocks the RKO. Rhodes and
Kaiser come back in to slug it out, with a Cody Cutter
connecting. The RKO and Cross Rhodes finish Kaiser off at
10:14.

Rating: C+. They could only do so much here as the question
was more about which one would pin Kaiser for the win. What
matters here is giving us just a taste of Gunther vs. Rhodes,
which is what they pulled off, but at the same time, their
showdown doesn’t feel that important. This helped the match a
bit, but it was facing quite the ceiling.

Post match Kevin Owens runs in with a chair to Orton as
Gunther chokes Rhodes out to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. I am not feeling Crown Jewel in the
slightest and this didn’'t do much to help things out. The best



thing here was the addition of teasing a cash in for the
women’s match, as it at least gives the match some bigger
stakes. The Bloodline match isn’t that much better, as it’s
clearly just a warmup for WarGames. That’s the problem with
Crown Jewel in general: it feels like a show that we have to
get through to get to the important stuff and that’s not
great. This show boosted it a bit, but it could only go so
far.

Results

Liv Morgan b. Tiffany Stratton — Rollup with trunks

Street Profits b. Pretty Deadly — Doomsday Blockbuster to
Wilson

Bayley/Naomi b. Indi Hartwell/Candice LeRae — Rear View to
LeRae

Iyo Sky b. Lash Legend, Bianca Belair and Piper Niven — KOD to
Legend

Cody Rhodes/Randy Orton b. Imperium — Cross Rhodes to Kaiser

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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