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Monday Night Raw
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Commentators: Joe Tessitore, Wade Barrett

We’re done with Saturday Night’s Main Event and there wasn’t
much of a change on the Raw side. Gunther is still the World
Heavyweight Champion and we are officially on the road to the
first Raw on Netflix. This week will see a pair of title
matches as both the Intercontinental and Tag Team Titles are
on the line. Let’s get to it.

Here is Saturday Night’s Main Event if you need a recap.

We open with a quick Saturday Night’s Main Event recap and a
preview for tonight.

Here is CM Punk to get things going. Punk: “Careful. Some
people might get mad if you chant my name.” A few weeks ago,
he told Seth Rollins that he doesn’t think about him while
Rollins  always  thinks  about  Punk.  While  Punk  is  out  here
talking to his people, he knows that the stupid music is going
to  play  and  he’s  going  to  come  tiptoeing  out  here  like
Liberace (who Punk loves) but wearing Elton John sunglasses
doesn’t make him Elton John. Just like growing up wanting to
be CM Punk doesn’t make you CM Punk.

If Rollins wants Punk to be the bad guy, that’s fine. There
are no such thing as bad students but just bad teachers,
because 16 year old Rollins is Punk’s failure. If Punk still
wants that lesson he can come and get it, but the last person
who did that was Drew McIntyre. Punk has the fans chant his
name, which has driven Rollins nuts for years.
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Cue Rollins in the crowd, saying he’s taking a good hard look
at Punk. Rollins: “Nah, even from out here, you’re still an
a******.” Punk: “You still belong out there with all of the
other CM Punk fans.” Rollins talks about carrying the company
while Punk was gone and this “fan” has more Wrestlemania main
events than Punk ever will. The fight is on with referees and
security barely being able to break them up. They get into the
crowd and brawl some more. Good segment here, which should set
up a big match between them down the line.

The Judgment Day gives Finn Balor a pep talk but Balor wants
to know where they were at Saturday Night’s Main Event. They
praise him instead and things seem cool….but Balor sneers as
some of the team leaves.

Seth Rollins yells at Adam Pearce to make the match with CM
Punk as soon as possible. That sends Pearce away, with Drew
McIntyre popping in to say that Rollins told him to get over
it. Well Roman Reigns seems to be on the way back up to the
top  and  they  need  to  stop  this.  Rollins  says  he  already
stopped Reigns and did it with Jey Uso and Sami Zayn by his
side.  They’re  his  friends  but  the  jury  is  still  out  on
McIntyre. For now though, Rollins is off to do what McIntyre
never could: beat Punk.

Intercontinental Title: Bron Breakker vs. Ludwig Kaiser

Breakker is defending and drives him into the corner to start
for a quick overhead belly to belly. For some reason Kaiser
slaps him in the face and the beating continues, with Kaiser
being sent outside as we take a break. Back with Breakker
hammering  away  in  the  corner,  with  the  fans  being  rather
behind him. Kaiser starts to go after the arm to limited avail
but a ram into the corner works a bit better.

Breakker sends him outside though and the apron clothesline
over the announcers’ table rocks Kaiser again. They get back
in and Kaiser goes after the arm again, allowing him to stomp



away on the mat. The arm is wrapped around the rope for a
running dropkick in the corner and we take another break.

Back again with Kaiser going after the arm again to cut off a
comeback bid. The armbar goes on again but Breakker is up with
a jumping knee for a breather. The top rope Frankensteiner
gives Breakker two but the spear is countered into the Kaiser
Roll for two more. Kaiser sends him outside to try Breakker’s
running dropkick, only for Breakker to cut him off with a
running shoulder. Back in and a gutbuster into the super spear
retains the title at 18:15.

Rating: B-. Nice match here, with Kaiser working on the arm to
slow Breakker down but Breakker was just too much to overcome.
The idea of Breakker just muscling through everyone is a good
way to go, but he is starting to put a bit more together to
make himself more well rounded. It helps when the fans are
getting into him, as that could be the sign of Breakker moving
up the card in a hurry, likely on the good side.

Rey Mysterio doesn’t want New Day in the locker room, saying
they crossed the line. It would be better for them if they
found another place to change, but they don’t want to be in
that locker room anyway.

We look at Cody Rhodes retaining over Kevin Owens at Saturday
Night’s Main Event but Owens laid him out with a package
piledriver after the show. Rhodes has a cervical injury but
it’s not clear how long he’ll be out.

The  War  Raiders  talk  about  how  they’re  back  after  their
injuries and they’re ready to get the titles.

Adam Pearce announces CM Punk vs. Seth Rollins for the Raw
debut on Netflix.

Here are Dominik Mysterio, Liv Morgan and Raquel Rodriguez for
a  chat.  The  fans  boo  a  lot  but  Rodriguez  has  brought  a
bullhorn so Morgan can brag about how great she has been as



champion. Morgan is ready to lead WWE into the future but here
is Rhea Ripley to interrupt. This has gone on lone enough and
it’s time to finish it for good. Ripley is officially the #1
contender and she is ready to get the title back. Then Morgan
will only have her little “chicken tender sl*t.” That’s a
great insult.

Seth Rollins is being asked about his match with CM Punk when
Drew McIntyre comes storming up from behind. Before McIntyre
can get to him though, Sami Zayn jumps McIntyre and the fight
has to be broken up.

Miz tries to get away from the Final Testament but Karrion
Kross does not accept that. This whole thing with the Wyatt
Sicks isn’t over because it is time to take the first step
against them. That’s why Miz is going to fight Dexter Lumis
one on one next week. Paul Ellering says Miz has saved him
twice so Miz owes the team. Kross reminds Miz that he is a 22
time champion so he can do this. With Miz gone, Kross says Miz
is going to have to learn what happens if you make a deal with
the devil.

Women’s Intercontinental Title Tournament First Round: Zoey
Stark vs. Kayden Carter vs. Raquel Rodriguez

Rodriguez throws them around to start and gets an early two on
Carter. Stark breaks it up and sends Carter outside, followed
by a DDT to Rodriguez. Back in and Carter sends Rodriguez
outside, leaving Stark to hit a basement superkick for two.
With the other two outside, Carter hits a quick corkscrew dive
through the ropes and we take a break.

Back  with  Carter  tying  up  Rodriguez’s  legs  and  hitting  a
fisherman’s neckbreaker on Stark at the same time. That’s
broken up and Stark hits a dive out to the floor, only to get
powered  over  the  top  by  Rodriguez.  Carter’s  springboard
basement dropkick gets two on Rodriguez, who is back up with a
fall away slam to Stark. The twisting Vader Bomb hits Carter



but Stark is back in to break up the Tejana Bomb. A not
exactly smooth Z360 finishes Carter to advance Stark at 9:20.

Rating: C+. They were trying here, with Stark being a bit of a
surprise winner, but there were a few not so great spots in
there. Rodriguez felt like the more logical choice for the
winner here but going with Stark shakes things up a bit.
Carter doesn’t get to do this on her own very much and she
worked fairly well here.

R-Truth is talking to the Alpha Academy and refers to Pete
Dunne  as  Butch  again.  Cue  Dunne  to  yell  at  R-Truth  but
American Made comes in to mock what the Alpha Academy has
become. Chad Gable is sick of the entire team and it’s time to
finish them off, starting with Akira Tozawa.

We see a weird red symbol with a slash going through it. The
circle  was  round.  Like  a  zero.  Like  Penta  El  Zero  Miedo
perhaps?

New  Day  has  their  bags  ready  to  go  but  the  Pure  Fusion
Collective has crushed Kairi Sane’s arm in an anvil case.
Damage CTRL runs in for the save.

Tag Team Titles: War Raiders vs. Judgment Day

Judgment Day is defending. McDonagh kicks away at Ivar to
start and gets knocked outside without much effort. Erik comes
in to slam Ivar onto McDonagh and we take an early break. Back
with McDonagh still in trouble but Ivar gets taken into the
corner. That’s broken up in short order and Erik comes in to
start cleaning house.

Erik drops McDonagh with a forearm and sends him outside but
Balor cuts off a dive. The champs send Erik into the steps and
then do it again as we take another break. Back again with
Erik still in trouble but he’s able to get over for the tag to
Ivar without much trouble. Ivar takes too long to go up though
and gets crotched by Balor. McDonagh tries to pull Ivar down



but gets caught with a super World’s Strongest Slam for two.

Balor breaks up the War Machine and McDonagh gives Erik the
headbutt. There’s the Sling Blade to Erik as well with the
moonsault into the Coup de Grace connecting. Ivar makes the
save so McDonagh brings in a chair. That’s a distraction so
Balor can grab one of his own….but Damian Priest grabs it as
well. The War Machine gives us new champions at 16:10.

Rating: B. This was the feel good moment that the show needed
and I was wanting to see the Raiders pull it off. Commentary
was making a big point out of the idea that the Judgment Day
were rather horrible champions who never defended the belts.
Ivar getting the win as the hometown star was a good choice
and the match worked rather well. Nice job here, with the
title change that needed to happen.

Overall Rating: B. This was a show without a ton of matches
but the two title matches combined for almost thirty five
minutes and the title change felt like a big moment. The other
important part was adding the Punk vs. Rollins match to the
Netflix premiere, as the show is instantly feeling bigger. The
two hour run time worked well here, as the show never felt
like it was dragging in the slightest. That’s nice to see for
any show and it made for a nice week here, with the title
change feeling rather nice. Good show here, with the big one
coming in just a few weeks.

Results
Bron Breakker b. Ludwig Kaiser – Super Spear
Zoey Stark b. Kayden Carter and Raquel Rodriguez – Z360 to
Carter
War Raiders b. Judgment Day – War Machine to Balor

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to



my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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