Dynamite - January 1, 2025:
That’'s How It Starts

Dynamite
Date: January 1, 2025

Location: Harrah’s Cherokee Center, Asheville, North Carolina
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone

We’'re done with Worlds End but the bigger story here is the
fact that the show is now simulcasting on Max, which should
open things up to a far bigger audience. Therefore the show
should be quite the big one, though we’re also on the way to
Revolution in just over two months. Let’s get to it.

Here is Worlds End if you need a recap.

We have a new opening sequence, set to I'm So Excited by the
Pointer Sisters, because when you think of cutting edge, you
think of a song from 1982.

We run down the card.

Jon Moxley, with the Death Riders, talks about how he would
rather have the World Title destroyed than letting it fall
apart. He’s just different.

Adam Copeland and FTR are ready to fight the Death Riders.

Orange Cassidy vs. Hangman Page

Both of them miss their big shots to start so they trade shots
to the face, with Page getting the better of things. Cassidy’s
eyes are raked across the rope and a lariat sends him outside.
Cassidy is sent hard into the barricade and taken back inside
for a fall away slam into the corner. They go back outside for
another fall away slam to Cassidy and we take a break.

Back with Cassidy rolling away from some Buckshot Lariat
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attempts, and sending him into some buckles. Back to back
tornado DDTs get two but Page hits him in the face. The
Buckshot Lariat is countered into the Beach Break for two,
followed by a pair of Orange Punches. A third on the apron is
shrugged off and Page hits the Buckshot Lariat for the pin at
12:35.

Rating: B-. That was a weird ending as Page just shrugged off
three Orange Punches and beat Cassidy clean. I'm fine with the
idea of pushing Page, but that’s not something you expect to
see from Cassidy. Page getting back into a more serious mode
1s a good thing to see, though the fans are probably going to
start cheering him sooner than later.

Post match Page hits a pair of Deadeyes before beating up
Christopher Daniels for trying to make the save.

Jay White is ready to take out Wheeler Yuta next week and win
the #1 spot in next week’s Casino Gauntlet this week.

Acclaimed vs. Hurt Syndicate

MVP is on commentary and we get an insert promo from the
Acclaimed, who insist they don’t have any issues and need to
get on the same page. Caster gets sent flying off a suplex to
start and some shoulders to the ribs have him in even more
trouble. Benjamin comes in and gets punched by Bowens, who
doesn’t quite get along with Caster. Benjamin snaps off some
German suplexes as Bowens walks away. The spear and a
spinebuster into the Hurt Lock finishes Caster at 4:09.

Rating: C. This was much more about advancing a story rather
than having the match, as the Acclaimed was wrecked here with
Benjamin walking off. It wasn’t supposed to be anything more
than that, with the Hurt Syndicate looking dominant. Now just
split the Acclaimed up already rather than dragging it out for
far too long.

Swerve Strickland is going to get back to the main event scene



by winning the Casino Gauntlet tonight.

Jamie Hayter vs. Julia Hart

Hayter nips up out of an armbar to start and sens Hart into
the corner for some running clotheslines. They head outside
where Hayter pulls a dive out of the air, only to get dropped
onto the steps as we take a break. Back with Hayter in trouble
but avoiding a moonsault. Hart grabs Hartless but Hayter
powers up into a fireman’s carry backbreaker. Hayter goes to
the middle rope, where Hart sweeps the leg and Hayter crashes
down hard. With nothing else working, Hart grabs an arrow,
which is taken away (because it’s an actual weapon), allowing
her to mist Hayter (despite the mist not really being visible)
for the pin at 9:55.

Rating: C-. Not exactly a good return for Hart here, as the
match was just kind of all over the place before she used the
mist to win. Hayter wasn’t that much better, as she continues
to feel like she is just kind of there since her return. Maybe
it's the new gear or something, but she really hasn’t clicked
in the last few months. The match wasn’t much to see, as they
just kind of did stuff until the finish.

Video on Will Ospreay vs. Kyle Fletcher.
We look at Kenny Omega returning at Worlds End.

Here 1is Mercedes Mone to brag about her success and wish
herself a happy new year. She gives us a video about herself
and says she’s coming for the Rev Pro Women’s Title against
Mina Shirakawa at Wrestle Dynasty. Mone continues to feel flat
and I don’t see giving her a potential third belt fixing that.

The Undisputed Kingdom is back and rather pleased.

Roderick Strong vs. Swerve Strickland vs. Jay White

Swerve starts fast and knocks Strong to the floor for the big
flip dive. Back in and Swerve drops White for a shot to the



back and some dancing, only for White to grab a double DDT.
Swerve 1is sent outside, leaving White to get caught with a
backbreaker. White is tossed onto Swerve and we take a break.

Back with Swerve powerbombing Strong into White in the corner
and powerbombing White for two. Swerve stomps strong but has
to get out of the Blade Runner. They all head outside, where
Swerve kicks White in the face, only to have Ricochet come up
and hit Swerve in the head with some golden scissors. Back in
and the Blade Runner gives White the pin on Strong at 10:30.

Rating: C+. There was a lot going on here, with Ricochet
STABBING Swerve being the biggest thing. They might have been
better off doing White vs. Strong as a singles match and then
done the angle elsewhere. Other than that, I do like White
getting the win, as he’s still close enough to the title to be
worth an attempt.

Post match Swerve is busted open so Ricochet goes after the
cut, with the blood getting on his white shirt. Swerve is sat
in a chair in the ring for the Spirit Gun. The Undisputed
Kingdom finally comes in to chase Ricochet off.

Jeff Jarrett has a big announcement and his friends say they
have his back no matter what. Karen Jarrett comes in to say
she needed a minute. She talks about how the business has
almost torn them apart, but she’s with him. Jeff holds up his
boots and teases retirement.

Mariah May brags about how awesome she is.

Here is Jeff Jarrett to put his boots in the ring. He talks
about how he has been around for a long time and that means it
is time to start thinking about wrapping things up. Jeff talks
about his family’s history in wrestling and how much the
Jarretts have meant. Then in 2002 he started his own promotion
by betting on himself and is proud of what it became.

That brings him to now though...and no he isn’t done! He's



signed his last talent contract and now his new year’s
resolution is to become the World Champion, so put him in the
Casino Gauntlet. I'm not sure I'd bet on that, but I'll take
Jarrett having a nice promo over QT Marshall interrupting him.

We look at Christian Cage hurting Hook'’'s hand.
Hook swears revenge and the match is made for January 15.

Powerhouse Hobbs vs. Jon Cruz/Rob Killjoy

Powerslams and spinebusters abound with Hobbs getting a double
pin at 1:15. That worked.

The Learning Tree makes it clear that Chris Jericho isn’t here
tonight. Then they trade insults with Rated FTR and a six man
seems to be set. Jericho and Copeland interacting is not the
most thrilling idea.

At Worlds End, MJF laughs at the idea of Adam Cole taking that
may people to beat him up. That'’s it for him and Cole though
and now he wants the World Title back. He doesn’t care what
Moxley does with the company because all he wants is his belt.
The Devil gets his due in 2025. I like that they’re setting up
people wanting to go after the title, though MJF vs. Moxley
could make my head spin.

Death Riders vs. Rated FTR

Adam Copeland’s name is now officially “Cope”, which is so
weird it’s oddly hilarious. Cash and Yuta start things off but
it’s quickly off to Castagnoli to trade shoulders with Cope.
They head to the floor where Shafir posts Cope and we take a
break. Back with ope fighting out of trouble and handing it
back to Cash to clean house. Everything breaks down and
Harwood hits a belly to back superplex for a delayed two on
Yuta. Castagnoli hits a Jackhammer into Yuta's frog splash for
two on Harwood and we take a break.

Back with Cope coming in to slug it out with Moxley, setting



up the Impaler. They fight into the crowd before coming back,
where Cope is crotched against the post to break up the spear.
Cue Jay White to Blade Runner Yuta as Cope backdrops Moxley
onto the announcers’ table. Cope knocks Moxley through the
barricade and it’'s the Shatter Machine into the spear to pin
Yuta at 18:40.

Rating: B-. The match was good enough but my goodness the
man’'s name is now “Cope”. That’s all I could focus on for most
of the match as it’s just such a dumb sounding name. Adam
Copeland isn’t a great wrestling name but “Cope” 1is
just..something. The match itself did what it needed to do and
Cope(land) is probably going to get a shot sooner than later
and for now they did a nice job of setting it up.

Overall Rating: B-. I did like the show overall, though there
is still a lot going on with any given show. It feels like
there are all kinds of things taking place on the show at any
given time and some of them feel like they could be cut off,
or at least slowed down, without missing much. They did a good
job of setting up the Casino Gauntlet match and had a lot of
energy coming off of the pay per view, but stuff like Cope and
I'm So Excited just feel like they’re trying to be too cute.
Overall, a good enough show, but not exactly a game changer.

Results

Hangman Page b. Orange Cassidy — Buckshot Lariat

Hurt Syndicate b. Acclaimed — Hurt Lock to Caster

Julia Hart b. Jamie Hayter — Mist to the face

Jay White b. Swerve Strickland and Roderick Strong — Blade
Runner to Strong

Powerhouse Hobbs b. Rob Killjoy/Jon Cruz — Double pin

Rated FTR b. Death Riders — Spear to Yuta

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to



my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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