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Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

It’s the last show before Sacrifice and the show is mostly set
up.  There  is  still  the  chance  that  we  are  going  to  see
something new added, though there is only so much time left to
fill in. The big match at Sacrifice seems to be the big team
cage match so we’ll probably hear a lot about that here. Let’s
get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

Eddie Edwards vs. Leon Slater

Alisha Edwards is here with Eddie and the winner’s team gets
the advantage in the cage match, which sounds a lot more like
Lethal Lockdown. Eddie jumps him to start but Slater hammers
away  in  the  corner.  A  running  hurricanrana  sends  Eddie
outside, where he avoids a dive and hits a big chop. Slater
uses the steps to snap off another hurricanrana but Eddie
snaps his throat across the top rope.

Eddie sends him hard into the steps and then sends the banged
up arm into the corner for two. The armbar doesn’t last long
so Eddie snaps off an overhead belly to belly for two more.
Eddie cranks on the arm again and grabs another armbar, at
least until Slater kicks him in the face to escape. A high
crossbody gives Slater two but Eddie catches a flip with a
Blue Thunder Bomb for two. Slater kicks him down but misses
the Swanton 450. Eddie sends him into the post and adds the
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Boston Knee Party for the win at 9:42.

Rating: C+. The villain winning this is the only thing that
makes sense and as good as Slater has been, there is nothing
wrong  with  him  losing  to  a  former  multiple  time  World
Champion. Eddie had to win to give his team the advantage so
they weren’t going in any weird direction here. The match was
fine enough, but the result making sense is what matters most.

Sami Callihan is ready to take out Mance Warner, who comes in
(with Steph de Lander) to say Sami doesn’t have the guts to
hit him now (which he isn’t allowed to do). Trash talking
ensues.

Wes Lee vs. Laredo Kid

Kid twists the arm to start and sends Lee outside, where a
baseball slide misses. Instead Kid is back up with an Asai
moonsault, followed by a crossbody for two back inside. Lee is
right back with a superkick and a bunch of stomping, setting
up a brainbuster for two. That lets Lee crank on the arm (it
must be required around here) until Lee is up for the slugout.
Kid knocks him down and hits a pair of moonsaults for two. A
hurricanrana gets the same so Lee belly to back suplexes him
into the Cardiac Kick for the pin at 7:19.

Rating: C+. Lee gets to win something around here over a
talented star, even if Kid has only done so much around here.
It helps that Lee is someone who has done enough around here
before so it isn’t the biggest stretch. Not a bad match at
all, but Kid losing time after time has taken away a lot of
his value.

Post match the Rascalz and Ace Austin come out to say they’re
coming for Wes Lee, Tyriek Igwe and Tyson DuPont.

By  Elegance  yells  at  Santino  Marella  over  how  they  were
treated  by  Spitfire.  Marella  gives  them  one  more  title
shot….but with the Personal Concierge wrestling as well, to



make it a handicap match. The Concierge panicking is rather
amusing.

Rosemary vs. Xia Brookside

Brookside strikes away to start but gets taken down with a
choke, allowing Rosemary to hammer away (and scream a lot).
The chinlock is broken up but Rosemary is right back with the
Upside Down. Rosemary pulls out a chain but Brookside takes it
away, only to get misted for the DQ at 5:25.

Rating: C. This didn’t have the time to go very far and I’m a
bit confused about what it is supposed to do. Rosemary was
being hyped up as wanting to get back into the Knockouts Title
scene but she just attacked Brookside when she was already
winning a match. Odds are this gets a rematch, and I could go
with either of these two moving up the standings a bit.

Steve Maclin is writing in a notebook and drinking when Eric
Young shows up to drink with him. Maclin doesn’t want to hear
from him and leaves.

JDC vs. Cody Deaner

Deaner talks about how he didn’t think he would be here just a
year ago but now he is letting the fans decide for him and
that has changed his life. JDC offers to let him have his
countout loss but Deaner listens to the fans and hammers away
to start fast. That’s broken up with some right hands from
JDC, who gets caught with an atomic drop. The big right hand
gives Deaner two but JDC pokes him in the eye. The Falcon
Arrow finished Deaner at 1:56.

Tessa Blanchard/Cora Jade vs. Lei Ying Lee/Masha Slamovich

Arianna  Grace  is  on  commentary.  Jade  tags  out  and  lets
Blanchard start with Slamovich, who drops her with some early
clotheslines.  Lee  comes  in  and  flips  over  Jade  before
hammering away in the corner. Blanchard offers a distraction



though and Jade gets to choke away on the ropes. A basement
dropkick gets two on Lee and Blanchard hits a rather hard
running slap in the corner.

Jade’s chinlock is broken up and they collide for a double
down. Slamovich comes back in to clean house as everything
breaks down. Magnum hits Lee but Slamovich drops Blanchard.
Lee hits a running knee off the apron to drop Jade before
coming back in for Thunderstruck to send Blanchard outside.
Jade hits Slamovich with the belt though and the Buzzsaw gives
Blanchard the pin at 8:44.

Rating: B-. While Sacrifice is tomorrow, this feels like a way
to get things ready for whatever the next major pay per view
is going to be. Like her or not, Blanchard is an absolute star
and putting her in the Knockouts Title picture immediately is
not a stretch. I could go for seeing the match and this very
well may have helped set it up.

We get a sitdown interview between Mike Santana and Mustafa
Ali, the latter of whom shows up late with his cabinet. Ali
says he respects Santana but they need to think about the
bigger picture, which is TNA. He is here to knock down walls
and can handle the pressure, unlike Santana. That doesn’t work
for Santana, who has carried the pressure since he got here.

Ali shrugs that off and says Santana would crack under the
pressure because he’s an addict. Santana: “Ali, you’re full of
s***.” Santana is an addict but he’s an addict to the people.
Ali can talk all the garbage that he wants, but at Sacrifice,
his hands better cash those checks. Ali whips out a bottle of
alcohol and asks Santana to take one sip and let everyone
down. He brings up Santana’s daughter, which brings Santana
out of his chair.

The cabinet beats Santana down and Ali leaves him a drink for
when he wakes up. I liked this a bit better than the original
with JBL and Eddie Guerrero, even if it’s almost the exact



same story. That being said, this feud has been great for
Santana (urine test gag aside), as he has looked like a star.

Sacrifice rundown.

Frankie Kazarian comes out for commentary on the main event
and  is  told  he’s  facing  Steve  Maclin  at  Sacrifice.  This
doesn’t go well.

Here is Joe Hendry to defend the World Title against a mystery
challenger.  Santino  Marella  comes  out  to  introduce….Ryan
Nemeth, who announces that his big brother is returning at
Sacrifice.  He’ll  be  taking  Nic’s  contractually  obligated
rematch.

TNA World Title: Joe Hendry vs. Ryan Nemeth

Hendry is defending and retains with the Standing Ovation at
17 seconds, a good chunk of which was him holding Nemeth in
the air.

That’s not what Santino had in mind, so here is the other
challenger.

TNA World Title: Joe Hendry vs. Hammerstone

Hendry is defending and Hammerstone is even bigger than he was
before. Hammerstone powers him into the corner to start before
they chop it out. A jumping forearm staggers Hammerstone but
he sends Hendry shoulder first into the post. Hendry fights up
but gets dropped onto the apron as we take a break.

Back with Hendry fighting out of a neck crank but getting
planted with a spinebuster for two. Another slugout goes a bit
better for Hendry and he muscles Hammerstone up with a suplex.
There’s the fall away slam to Hammerstone but the Standing
Ovation is blocked. Hammerstone hits a powerslam for two and a
German suplex into a powerbomb gets the same. A not great
Boston crab sends Hendry over to the ropes (Kazarian finds
this cheap.) and he’s back up with a German suplex. Now the



Standing Ovation can retain the title at 15:29.

Rating: C+. This was a perfectly fine match and a way to get
the champ in the ring. That being said, Hammerstone has gotten
even bigger and it made him look almost goofy in a way. It
doesn’t help that he has never really won much of anything in
TNA, at least not in a good while, but at the moment he is
little more than an intimidating looking star who gets beaten
almost every time.

Post match the System and the Colons come in for the beatdown
but Hendry’s teammates at Sacrifice run in for the big brawl
to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. The wrestling wasn’t the best here, but
what mattered was helping to build up Sacrifice. That show is
looking like one of the biggest non-major pay per views that
TNA has presented in a long time with a ladder match and
Lethal Lockdown, plus one heck of a grudge match between Mike
Santana and Mustafa Ali. There is a lot of potential on that
show  and  while  this  week  didn’t  really  make  me  more
interested, it kept things going well enough on the way to El
Paso.

Results
Eddie Edwards b. Leon Slater – Boston Knee Party
Wes Lee b. Laredo Kid – Cardiac Kick
JDC b. Cody Deaner – Falcon Arrow
Tessa Blanchard/Cora Jade b. Lei Ying Lee/Masha Slamovich –
Buzzsaw DDT to Slamovich
Joe Hendry b. Ryan Nemeth – Standing Ovation
Joe Hendry b. Hammerstone – Standing Ovation

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books



at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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