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It’s time for another of the big shows between the really big
shows and this one happens to be pretty stacked. We have both
a ladder match and Lethal Lockdown, the TNA equivalent of
WarGames. There are also some stars from NXT here as a bonus,
which should help things out a lot. Let’s get to it.

Kickoff Show: Aztec Warriors vs. First Class

The Warriors are Laredo Kid and Octagon Jr. After First Class
insults  the  fans,  Octagon  takes  Navarro  down  with  a
hurricanrana and hands it off to Laredo. That means it’s a low
bridge from Francis though and Kid is sent outside for a big
dive. Back in and Francis gets to choke away on the ropes,
setting up a running knee in the corner.

First Class spends too much time posing though and it’s a tag
to bring Kid back in to pick up the pace. Kid’s moonsault and
Octagon’s handstand moonsault hit Navarro with Francis having
to make the save. Francis gets in a chokeslam on Octagon and
Navarro goes after Kid’s mask. A running Sliced Bread gives
Navarro the pin at 6:44.

Rating: C. The Warriors didn’t get to showcase much of their
high flying stuff and it didn’t give the fans much to get
behind. Throw in the good guys losing and it wasn’t exactly an
exciting way to get things going. It’s a weird way to go, as
while First Class getting a win makes sense, it might not have
been the right way here.
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The regular Kickoff Show stuff takes place but Sami Callihan
and Mance Warner, who are scheduled to face off tonight in a
street fight, brawl in the back. They come to the ring, where
Callihan throws in a bunch of weapons, including a chair which
hits Warner for a nasty shot. They get inside and we’ll ring
the bell.

Sami Callihan vs. Mance Warner

Street fight and Steph de Lander is here with Warner. Callihan
hits him with a trashcan but gets sent into one in the corner
as a cameraman gets taken out. Warner chokes with a chain but
gets powerbombed through a table…as we go to the official
show. Thankfully we come back without missing anything (fair
enough) and Callihan uses a poster to cut Warner’s fingers and
mouth.

Warner’s hand is fine enough to hit a chokeslam onto the
trashcan but neither can hit a suplex onto a chair. Instead
they both grab a staple gun and trade, uh, stapling, with
Callihan going low. Warner gets stapled to the turnbuckle pad
before being Death Valley Drivered onto the chair for two.
Callihan has to block a screwdriver to the head before hitting
a Stunner for two more. De Lander throws powder in Callihan’s
eyes though and Warner hits a running knee for the win at
10:57.

Rating:  C+.  Well  at  least  they  didn’t  have  glass  and
thumbtacks. This was the run of the mill brawling with the
table and trashcans, which makes the ending a bit weak. After
everything they did, it was a simple bit of powder and a
running knee. That’s a weird way to go, but odds are this is
going to keep going anyway.

We get the opening video, which looks at the main matches.
That’s at least a fresh way to go over the standard way of
doing things.

Tessa Blanchard vs. Lei Ying Lee



Local rapper Krystall Poppin sings Blanchard to the ring.
Blanchard sends Lee into the corner to start but the big slap
is  blocked.  A  suplex  sends  Blanchard  into  the  corner  and
another brings her back out of it (well at least Lee kept it
even). They go outside where Blanchard takes over and sends
her back inside, only to take it right back to the floor.

Back in and a dropkick gets two, setting up the chinlock. Lee
fights up and strikes away, before grabbing a spinning torture
rack slam. Blanchard shrugs that off and hits a slingshot
splash for two but has to bail to the ropes to escape a
leglock. They go up top, where Lee hits a twisting brainbuster
(geez)  for  two  more.  Blanchard  grabs  a  cutter  though  and
Magnum connects for the pin at 11:15.

Rating: B-. I’m not sure if there was much doubt about the
winner here as Blanchard is not only a bigger name but she is
also likely getting ready for a title shot at Masha Slamovich.
The good thing is Lee got in a lot of offense and gave
Blanchard  a  run  for  her  money,  but  this  was  the  right
decision. Blanchard is ready to get back into the bigger spots
and this was a step in that direction.

Jeff Hardy and Joe Hendry’s team are ready to win their rather
violent matches tonight. With everyone gone, Ryan Nemeth comes
in to say “everything they said”. Gia Miller clearly mouths
“what the f***?”

Wes Lee/Tyson DuPont/Tyriek Igwe vs. Ace Austin/Rascalz

Lucha rules. Lee bails to the floor to start but comes back in
to  send  Austin  to  the  floor.  Igwe  comes  in  and  gets
hurricanranaed to the floor, with DuPont following. Triple
dives are mostly cut off though, leaving Austin as the only
part of his team standing. Back in and a full nelson slam
plants Austin for two, followed by Lee’s basement dropkick
between the shoulders.

Igwe kicks Austin in the head for two and we hit the abdominal



stretch. That’s broken up and Lee gets over for the Rascalz to
come in and clean house. Everything breaks down and DuPont’s
stomp to Miguel’s head gets two. Austin and Wentz kick away at
Lee from the apron, allowing Miguel to hit a sliding DDT. Back
in and Lee is left all alone so he yells a lot, only to get
taken down with a Lightning Spiral/Fold combination. Wentz
hits a Spiral Tap for the pin on Lee at 9:53.

Rating: B-. The lucha rules kind of hurt things here, as it
was little more than just having people running in and doing
things. It did feel like the end of the feud though, with
Wentz getting his revenge on Lee. It was a fun match, which
tends to be the case with Austin and the Rascalz.

Steve Maclin is ready to take out Frankie Kazarian.

Frankie Kazarian vs. Steve Maclin

Eric Young is on commentary. Maclin takes Kazarian into the
corner to start and hits some clotheslines to the back but
gets knocked down in a hurry. Kazarian hits a springboard
spinning legdrop and grabs a suplex for two. After a quick
Shawn Michaels pose from Kazarian, Maclin is back up with some
more clotheslines and an Angle Slam. The running shoulder in
the corner has Kazarian in more trouble so he snaps the throat
over the top rope to get out of said trouble.

Kazarian pulls on something like a cross armbreaker but can’t
hit  the  Fade  To  Black.  The  chickenwing  is  broken  up  and
Maclin’s running knee gets two. Now the chickenwing goes on,
even with Kazarian falling out to the floor without letting go
(that’s a heck of a trick). Since submissions don’t count on
the floor, Kazarian lets go, allowing Young to sneak in a
brass knuckles shot. Maclin, who didn’t see it, grabs a quick
KIA for the pin at 8:50.

Rating: C+. This was something that could have been on any
given Impact, as it was more about the Young involvement than
anything else. The ending should be a way to see if Maclin



wants to join him in what is likely the dark side, though
that’s only so interesting. It would also be nice to have
Kazarian lose the stupid trophy title shot already, but we
could still be months away.

Spitfire is ready to get rid of By Elegance for good.

Knockouts  Tag  Team  Titles:  Ash  By  Elegance/Heather  By
Elegance/Personal  Concierge  vs.  Spitfire

Spitfire is defending in a handicap match and they get the
Personal Concierge if they win. The Concierge introduces By
Elegance and then disrobes, which has commentary, uh, unhappy.
Luna takes Ash down into an armbar to start but Heather comes
in to crank on the arm for a change. The Concierge goes to
the…bottom rope for an ax handle before handing it back to
Heather,  who  is  quickly  put  down.  Threat  comes  in  for  a
basement  crossbody,  followed  by  a  suplex/clothesline
combination  for  two.

Ash offers a distraction though and Heather takes over inside.
The Concierge adds some stomps, then stops to dance, meaning
Ash has to come in for a save. A catapult into a Codebreaker
gets two and we hit the chinlock on Threat. As usual, that’s
broken up and the tag brings in Luna to clean house. By
Elegance is sent outside for a big dive, leaving Heather to
get caught with a helicopter bomb, with the Concierge having
to make the save. The Pressure Drop hits the Concierge but
Threat gets caught in an assisted top rope double stomp for
the titles at 9:12.

Rating: C+. By Elegance had to win the titles at some point if
they wanted to have any kind of a future. At the end of the
day, Ash has been here for a bit but hadn’t won anything of
note coming in. You can present has as a star all you want,
but it doesn’t matter without getting some kind of a prize.
That is what she pulled off here and it was fairly long
overdue. The feud needs to end already, but it’s not like



there are many other teams to come after the belts.

Post match the lights go out and NXT’s Meta Four show up for
your next crossover title feud.

We recap Mustafa Ali vs. Mike Santana, which is built around
the idea of Ali wanting to make TNA better, which means a lack
of Santana, who is a recovering addict. Santana wants to prove
himself, while Ali wants to prove that Santana can’t handle
the pressure. In other words, it’s JBL vs. Eddie Guerrero,
which has made a good story, albeit a familiar one.

Mike Santana vs. Mustafa Ali

Ali  has  his  cabinet  with  him  and  a  local  sportscaster
introduces Santana. Just in case you didn’t get the story they
were redoing, Santana drives a car into the arena. Santana
scares Ali to the floor to start before catching him with a
powerslam. Two Amigos connect but Santana cuts off the third
with a small package.

Back up and Santana hits another suplex to send Ali outside
for a needed breather. Ali fights up and goes after the arm,
including  a  450  from  the  top  onto  the  arm,  with  Santana
standing, on the floor. Back in and a rollup, with feet on the
ropes, gets two and the referee is not pleased. The rolling
neckbreaker gets two more and Ali stays on the arm with a
crossface.

That’s broken up and Ali sends him to the floor, where Santana
cuts off a dive with a cutter. Back in again and Ali lifts him
up for a German suplex and a tornado DDT, only to miss the
450. Santana’s rolling cutter gets two and the frog splash
gets the same (with a BIG reaction from the crowd). Spin The
block connects but the arm gives out, allowing Ali to go up.
Santana pulls him out of the air with a powerbomb but the Good
Hands get up for a distraction. Ali rolls him up and grabs the
rope for the pin at 13:12.



Rating: B. this was the match I was looking forward to the
most coming in and they didn’t disappoint, with both guys
working hard and telling a story. Ali is the more polished
wrestler of the two and better with the technical side of
things,  while  Santana  is  more  about  powering  through  and
hitting his big moves. That allowed Ali to pick him apart but
then when he couldn’t handle Santana, he cheated in the end,
which will allow him to brag about his amazing skill. Heck of
a story told and a very good match at the same time.

Post match Ali leaves a drink for Santana.

We recap Masha Slamovich defending the Knockouts Title against
Cora Jade from NXT. Jade showed up and decided she wanted a
title so she went after Slamovich, setting up the title match.

Knockouts Title: Masha Slamovich vs. Cora Jade

Jade is challenging and Arianna Grace is on commentary. Jade
jumps her to start and is quickly clotheslined down for a kick
to the chest. The chase doesn’t go well for Jade but she gets
in a cheap shot for a needed breather. A quick stomp to the
back gives Jade two and she pulls Slamovich down by the hair
for the same.

Back up and Slamovich hits a rolling kick to the face for two
of her own but Jade is back up with a knee to the face. A
Canadian Destroyer on the apron connects but Slamovich is down
on the floor. Back in and Jaded connects for two, leaving Jade
rather frustrated. Jade strikes away but walks into a kick to
the face. The Requiem retains the title at 9:24.

Rating: C+. As was the case with Blanchard vs. Lee, there was
only so much drama to be had here. Slamovich is the monster
champion who can smash through just about anyone in front of
her. Jade has gotten better, but she isn’t on Slamovich’s
level and that isn’t going to change anytime soon. Jade got in
some stuff here, but Slamovich wasn’t in much danger.



We look at Oba Femi defeating Moose to retain the NXT Title
this week on NXT.

We recap Moose facing Jeff Hardy for the X-Division Title in a
ladder  match.  Hardy  has  pinned  Moose  a  few  times  in  tag
matches so now we’re doing the ladder match thing.

X-Division Title: Jeff Hardy vs. Moose

Moose, with Alisha Edwards, is defending in a ladder match.
They stare each other down to start before going straight to
the floor to grab the ladders. Hardy knocks him to the floor
and hits a clothesline off the apron but the Twist Of Fate is
shoved into the steps. Moose bridges a ladder between a chair
and the apron but Hardy fights up and pulls out the painted
ladder.

The climb takes too long though and Moose hits a powerbomb
before  bridging  a  ladder  into  the  bigger  one.  Hardy  gets
powerbombed onto the bridge ladder, landing so hard that a
rung on the bigger ladder is broken. Back up and Moose grabs a
table, only to get pulled onto the bridged ladder for a Twist
Of Fate down to the mat. Moose is able to get up and throws
the ladders out (with one hitting a camera) before hitting a
heck of a spear.

Hardy is fine enough to hit a backdrop onto the bridged ladder
at ringside before grabbing another table. The Swanton sends
Moose through that table so Alisha has to make a save. That
earns her a Twisting Stunner but Moose spears Hardy through a
table. That’s enough for Moose to retain the title at 16:54.

Rating: B-. Commentary summed up the issues at the beginning
of this match: Moose was in his first ever ladder match while
Jeff was in his thirty ninth. That kind of takes away the
impact, as Jeff has literally done this dozens of times. What
we got was indeed good as they beat each other up, though I
never quite bought that Jeff was going to win. I get why they
had the match though and it did feel interesting, at least



most of the time.

Mike Santana rants to Santino Marella about what happened and
gets a rematch on Impact.

Earlier this week, the city declared it TNA Wrestling Day in
El Paso. That’s cool.

The cage is being set up (the arena isn’t big enough to have
it  hanging)  so  here  is  First  Class  for  their  Penthouse.
They’re  introducing  their  First  Class  Records  label  and
consider allowing the fans to audition but then mock the idea
of the fans having talent. The Aztec Warriors come out to
protest and the brawl is nearly on but referees break it up.

We recap the main event. The System and the Colons have been
annoying the resident good guys so it’s time to do this in a
cage.

JDC/Brian  Myers/Eddie  Edwards/Orlando  Colon/Eddie  Colon  vs.
Joe Hendry/Matt Hardy/Nic Nemeth/Elijah/Leon Slater

This is unofficially Lethal Lockdown, meaning two competitors
start for two minutes. Then a member of the villains (who won
the advantage on Impact) gets a 2-1 advantage for two minutes.
The good guys then get to even it up and after that, the entry
intervals drop down to one minute. When everyone is in, first
pin or submission wins. Edwards and Elijah start things off,
with the latter coming in on a horse because reasons.

After a song mocking the System and the Colons, Elijah gets
inside and we’re ready to go. Elijah starts fast and works on
the arm, setting up an Old School. A big boot drops Edwards
again and he gets sent into the cage as Myers is in for the
advantage. The System Overload connects but Nic Nemeth is in
to even things up. Nemeth hits a neckbreaker/DDT combination
and it’s already Orlando Colon coming in to go up 3-2.

The rapid fire entrances continue with Leon Slater coming in



as these intervals are too long to really work. Slater stomps
away until Eddie Colon is in to cut him off as well. Matt
Hardy is in as well for the Side Effect and rams Orlando into
the buckle. JDC gives the villains their final advantage and
some chairs are thrown in to keep up the beating. Joe Hendry
is in last to complete the field and the bell rings, which I
hope isn’t considered the official start to the match.

Hendry starts firing off fall away slams, including a super
version to Myers. Back up and Myers hits Hendry low to cut him
off and Edwards’ Blue Thunder Bomb gets two on Nemeth. Slater
is sat on top of the cage but crotches JDC and Myers, meaning
it’s a Swanton 450 from the top of the cage onto a pile. Cue
Ryan Nemeth as we hit the parade of finishers. Hendry grabs
one of the chairs and a Twist Of Fate with the chair around
JDC’s neck lets Hardy gets the pin at 17:05.

Rating: C. Yeah this didn’t really work, as it felt like they
were scrambling to get the match in as fast as they could.
That only got them so far, as the short entrances completely
destroyed the intrigue of the match. Someone would get in, hit
one or two things and then someone else would come in to reset
the whole deal. It didn’t make for a good main event, as this
needed way more time, and probably two less people, to really
work.

Post match most of the team leaves but Ryan gets in and locks
the door. That’s enough for Nic to jump Hardy (the camera
mostly misses it) and the beating is on. The rest of the team
is held off with a chair and Hardy is busted open. The beating
continues to end the show. The Nemeths vs. the Hardys is
certainly a choice for a title feud.

Overall Rating: B-. This was a back and forth show, as there
were some good things on here that had me interested in what
they were doing, but then they did some things that simply
weren’t very interesting. The top two matches were only so
good and the ending was more of an “eh, ok I guess” than



anything else. Things should get to pick up a bit with a fresh
top  heel,  but  they  need  something  else  for  Hendry  to  do
already, as he’s just kind of floating around despite being
World Champion.

Results
First Class b. Aztec Warriors – Running Sliced Bread to Kid
Mance Warner b. Sami Callihan – Running knee
Tessa Blanchard b. Lei Ying Lee – Magnum
Ace  Austin/Rascalz  b.  Wes  Lee/Tyson  DuPont/Tyriek  Igwe  –
Spiral Tap to Lee
Steve Maclin b. Frankie Kazarian – KIA
Ash  By  Elegance/Heather  By  Elegance/Personal  Concierge  b.
Spitfire – Assisted top rope double stomp to Threat
Mustafa Ali b. Mike Santana – Rollup while grabbing the rope
Masha Slamovich b. Cora Jade – Requiem
Moose b. Jeff Hardy – Moose pulled down the title
Joe Hendry/Elijah/Matt Hardy/Leon Slater/Nic Nemeth b. Orlando
Colon/Eddie  Colon/Brian  Myers/JDC/Eddie  Edwards  –  Twist  Of
Fate with a chair to JDC

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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