
Smackdown – March 28, 2025:
He Finally Got There
Smackdown
Date: March 28, 2025
Location: 02 Arena, London, England
Commentators: Joe Tessitore, Wade Barrett

We’re still in Europe and this time around we’re in a rather
big location. The major attraction this week is actually a
contract  signing  between  CM  Punk,  Seth  Rollins  and  Roman
Reigns, which should make for some fireworks. Other than that,
Braun Strowman is getting a US Title shot, which might attract
some attention. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Various people came to work today.

Here is Cody Rhodes for a chat. Naturally the fans sing his
song before Cody asks what they want to talk about. We get the
dueling John Cena chants before they switch back to singing
(positively) about Rhodes. He’s ready for Wrestlemania but on
Monday, he and Cena will be face to face in the same arena.

Cue Randy Orton to interrupt and the fans get to sing again.
Orton says he isn’t the sentimental type, but for the sake of
London, he looks at Rhodes and can’t believe the man he has
become. He remembers Rhodes in his early 20s, working harder
than anyone but Rhodes realized that he needed to go somewhere
else to grow. That took some guts, which Rhodes displayed
again when he was facing Seth Rollins inside of the Cell and
again when he beat Roman Reigns.

That was the end of the story, but now Rhodes is in another
story. Orton respects him and loves him and he’s very proud.
Now though, it is time for Wrestlemania and Orton is going to
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kick Kevin Owens’ head off. After Wrestlemania though, Orton
is going to come after Rhodes and the title, but he’s going to
look Rhodes in the eye and say he’s coming for this. Cue Drew
McIntyre to interrupt, saying he is sick of these nepo babies.

Orton has been back and took more time off, because people
talk  about  McIntyre’s  five  minute  World  Title  reign  than
Orton’s entire comeback. That’s why Wrestlemania should be
McIntyre vs. Rhodes, but Damian Priest screwed that up. If
Rhodes survives Cena, McIntyre is the one taking the title
from  him.  The  reality  is  that  Orton  looks  great  on  the
outside, but his back is hanging on by a thread. Orton tries a
quick RKO but McIntyre bails out to the floor. This isn’t so
much adding something new to Wrestlemania, but it’s teasing
something for after Wrestlemania, which is important as well.

Tag Team Titles: Street Profits vs. Pretty Deadly

The Profits are defending. Dawkins headlocks Prince to start
but it’s quickly off to Ford, who gets double hiptossed down.
We take an early break and come back with Ford knocking Prince
down and handing it back to Dawkins. A whip into the corner
crotches  Ford  on  top  though  and  everything  breaks  down.
Dawkins grabs a spinebuster to set up the frog splash but Ford
hits the illegal Wilson, meaning Ford can get a rollup for
two. A four way collision lets Pretty Deadly hit Spilled Milk
on Dawkins with Ford making the save. The Doomsday Blockbuster
retains the titles at 7:56.

Rating:  C+.  Pretty  Deadly  was  getting  to  be  more  serious
tonight in their home country and it was nice to see them
getting to do something like this. They weren’t about to win
the titles but the fans liked them and were into the match.
There are a bunch of teams going for the belts at the moment
and  I  hope  that  doesn’t  result  in  a  ladder  match  at
Wrestlemania.

Earlier today, the Green Administration annoyed Zelina Vega



and Kayden Carter/Katana Chance, with a tag match being set
for tonight.

Steve Austin vs. Bret Hart, as in the match from Wrestlemania
XIII, is going into the Hall Of Fame. That’s a new concept.

Kayden Carter/Katana Chance vs. Piper Niven/Alba Fyre

Chelsea Green is here with Niven and Fyre. Carter and Chance
take Fyre down to start for a basement dropkick to the head.
Fyre is sent outside for a pop up crossbody but Niven is back
with a running crossbody. We take a break and come back with
Carter fighting back, including a springboard spinning legdrop
for  two  on  Fyre.  Niven  accidentally  crushes  Fyre  with  a
backsplash  but  Carter  manages  to  Samoan  drop  Niven  for  a
breather.  Everything  breaks  down  but  Green  offers  a
distraction to break up the After Party. The Piper Driver
finishes Carter at 7:01.

Rating: C. You need to give the new evil team a win or two and
that’s what we got here. Chance and Carter aren’t a great team
but they’re good enough that people know who they are. It
might not have been a great match, but it was the kind that
set things off in the right direction for Niven and Fyre.

Post match the beatdown is on so Zelina Vega runs in to clear
the ring, only for the numbers game to catch up with her.

US Title: Braun Strowman vs. LA Knight

Knight is defending and gets shoved down to start. A belly to
back suplex isn’t happening for Knight so Strowman runs him
over for two. Strowman gets low bridged to the floor, where he
easily cuts Knight off with a big boot. We take a break and
come back with Strowman charging into a boot in the corner to
give Knight a needed breather.

Knight sends him into the corner and now the belly to back
suplex connects. The jumping elbow gets two on Strowman but



the BFT is easily blocked. Strowman knocks him to the floor
for the train but Jacob Fatu jumps Strowman for the DQ at
6:19. Not enough shown to rate but they didn’t get very far
into it anyway.

Post  match  Fatu  easily  takes  both  of  them  out,  with  the
running  hip  attacks  rocking  Strowman  in  the  corner.  The
Moonsault makes it even worse.

Jimmy Uso is fired up after slapping Gunther on Raw because he
knows that Jey Uso can beat Gunther at Wrestlemania. He runs
into Miz and Carmelo Hayes, the former of whose insults set up
a match tonight.

Solo Sikoa and Tama Tonga yell at Jacob Fatu for what he just
did, but Fatu isn’t having any of that. Fatu promises to be
the last man standing with Strowman and promises to bring the
US Title home to the family. He’ll do it with or without
Sikoa.

Naomi talks about being someone who always wants to do the
right thing. This includes taking out Jade Cargill last year.
How can Cargill just show up out of nowhere and take Naomi’s
place? Naomi has been an influence on people for the last ten
years but now she’s tired of being just another third wheel.
Moving forward, if Cargill will continue to be in her way,
proceed with caution.

Cargill is looking for Naomi, who hasn’t been seen here. B-Fab
and Michin come in to know Cargill will give Naomi what she
has coming.

We see a shadowy person with smoke and Roman numerals popping
up.

Michin vs. Charlotte

B-Fab is here with Michin….and they’re both jumped by Naomi
before Charlotte comes to the ring. Cue Jade Cargill to chase



Naomi off, with B-Fab having to be taken out. Charlotte comes
out and has a staredown with Cargill on the way. The bell
rings and Charlotte gets an early two as we take a slightly
less early break.

Back with Michin fighting out of a chinlock and managing a
tornado DDT for two. Charlotte kicks her in the head but
Michin manages a sitout powerbomb for another near fall. The
cannonball sets up Eat Defeat for two as Charlotte gets her
foot on the rope, which has Michin annoyed. Charlotte gets up
and goes after the leg, with the Figure Eight getting the fast
tap at 7:39.

Rating: C+. Michin got in some offense here but there was no
reason for her to be a serious threat to Charlotte, who is on
her way to another title match at Wrestlemania. Let Michin
shine a bit, then have Charlotte win in the end. That’s all
this needed to be and they made it work well enough.

Tiffany Stratton mocks Charlotte’s insults to her last week,
because that little girl is going to retain the Women’s Title
over Charlotte at Wrestlemania.

We look at HHH’s entrances over the years.

Randy Orton vs. Drew McIntyre

Orton grabs a quickly broken headlock to start and McIntyre
starts in on the back. McIntyre gets sent into the corner for
some right hands and his shoulder goes into the post. They go
outside, where Orton drops him onto the announcers’ table. We
take a break and come back with McIntyre working on the arm
but Orton fights up and makes the clothesline comeback. The
powerslam looks to set up the hanging DDT but McIntyre snaps
the throat across the top. Orton fights back but cue Kevin
Owens for a distraction. McIntyre hits the Claymore for the
pin at 7:56.

Rating: C+. This wasn’t exactly their World Title matches from



a few years ago but there is only so much you can do with
about eight minutes. Owens coming out for the distraction is
fine and gives McIntyre one of his bigger wins in a bit.
That’s what he has been needing, even if it seems like he is
heading for a showdown with Damian Priest at Wrestlemania.

Post match Owens goes after Orton but can’t hit the package
piledriver on the announcers’ table. The Punt is loaded up but
Owens gets away.

The orange luchador is confirmed to be Rey Fenix, who will
debut next week.

Jimmy Uso vs. The Miz

Uso starts fast and hammers away but Miz is back up with some
knees to the back. The running boot misses though and Uso
clotheslines him to the floor. Another shot takes Miz into the
timekeeper’s area and we take a break. Back with Uso fighting
up and striking away, only to get caught with a short arm
clothesline. The DDT gives Miz two and the Yes Kicks connect.
Uso is right back with a quick superkick and the Superfly
Splash finishes at 7:52.

Rating:  C.  Another  fairly  short  match  tonight,  with  Uso
getting some momentum before his likely destruction at the
hands of Gunther on Raw. Miz is the perfect choice to give Uso
a singles win as he’s been a made man for so long. Uso might
not have much of a chance against Gunther, but at least he’s
being built up well.

Post match Uso promises to take Gunther out on Raw.

Drew McIntyre meets a singer and goes to leave but runs into
Damian Priest in the parking lot. The brawl is on and Priest
chokeslams him through the windshield of a car. With Priest
gone, CM Punk walks by and I managed to avoid a “real glass”
joke.



We look back at the John Cena/Cody Rhodes segment from Raw.

Here is Nick Aldis to run the main event contract signing.
Roman  Reigns,  with  Paul  Heyman,  comes  out  first  and
appreciates the fans chanting his name. Even Heyman gets in on
the act and Reigns is basking in his own glory. Reigns signs
the contract and seems to think his night is done but here is
Seth Rollins to interrupt.

Rollins talks about their history in this building and how
they are on the same mission. Reigns points out that THEY died
a long time ago, but Rollins points out the evil that is CM
Punk. When Reigns had the chance to take Punk out, he let it
go, which is why Rollins has to clean up Reigns’ mess again.
Rollins signs as well, giving us two out of three.

This brings out Punk, who says he has come here to chew
bubblegum and sign a contract, but he is all out of bubblegum.
Punk starts looking through the contract, which has Reigns
annoyed. Reigns: “Go to page four. Clause five. Come on junior
this is TV today.” Heyman goes over to Punk and says he knows
what Punk is looking for….and it’s in there: the match will be
closing the show, making Punk a Wrestlemania main eventer.

Punk starts crying but Rollins snaps, shouting about how Punk
doesn’t  deserve  it.  Rollins  blames  Heyman  and  Reigns  for
letting this happen but Punk thanks the fans here and in
Louisville, Kentucky for making this happen. Reigns wants the
thanks for making this happen so the fans chant his name
again. Punk thanks him as well, signs, and says he’ll see him
in the main event of Wrestlemania….but that’s not the favor
that he is owed.

Like him or not, Punk being in the main event of Wrestlemania
is far from a stretch. It’s a genuinely emotional moment for
him and that’s a great thing to see. The favor aspect makes
things more intriguing, and Punk’s delivery of that line made
me a lot more interested.



Overall Rating: B-. As is usually the case for Wrestlemania
season, the wrestling wasn’t the point here. This was about
getting things ready for the show, with the contract signing
giving the match the big fight feel that it needs. This was a
solid enough show, with stories advancing in some very nice
ways. Now just keep it up for a few more weeks and everything
will go on fine.

Results
Street Profits b. Pretty Deadly – Doomsday Blockbuster to
Wilson
Piper Niven/Alba Fyre b. Kayden Carter/Katana Chance – Piper
Driver to Carter
Braun Strowman b. LA Knight when Jacob Fatu interfered
Charlotte b. Michin – Figure Eight
Drew McIntyre b. Randy Orton – Claymore
Jimmy Uso b. The Miz – Superfly Splash

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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