Smackdown - April 11, 2025:
We’'re Getting There

Smackdown

Date: April 11, 2025

Location: Climate Pledge Arena, Seattle, Washington
Commentators: Joe Tessitore, Wade Barrett

We are just over a week away from Wrestlemania and that means
it is time for one of the final pushes to the show. That means
we aren’t likely to be seeing much in the way of big time
matches but the talking will get a lot of attention this time
around. Your mileage may vary but it’s a special time of the
year. Let'’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Kevin Owens announcing his neck injury
and Randy Orton hitting an RKO on Nick Aldis to blow off some
steam.

Here is Aldis to get things going with the fans being VERY pro
Orton. Aldis is here to address what happened last week and
while he is going to maintain his professionalism, he invites
Orton to the ring. Cue Orton to say that he paid his fine
double in advance because he knew what would happen. Right now
there is nothing for him at Wrestlemania and Orton doesn’t
care who he faces, but he needs to be on that show. Orton
doesn’t even care if it is Aldis himself, but Aldis needs to
calm down.

Aldis doesn’t need Orton to pay another fine because he needs
his respect. Orton says Aldis earned his respect a long time
ago but he can’t promise he’ll apologize to Mickie James if
Aldis doesn’t give him a match. Cue Solo Sikoa and Tama Tonga,
with Sikoa promising that Jacob Fatu is leaving Wrestlemania
with the US Title. Orton doesn’t like the interruption and
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issues the challenge so the brawl is on, with Orton getting
beaten down. LA Knight runs in for the save and issues the
challenge for the tag match later tonight. Aldis makes the
match.

Women'’'s Tag Team Gauntlet Match

For a shot at Liv Morgan and Raquel Rodriguez (ringside) at
Wrestlemania. Bayley and Lyra Valkyria are in at #1 and Shayna
Baszler/Zoey Stark are in at #2. Baszler takes Bayley down
without much trouble to start and it’s off to Stark for a
running shoulder. Bayley gets up and brings in Valkyria, who
is quickly dropped by Stark. Bayley makes the save so Baszler
goes to stomp Valkyria's arm. That'’s reversed into a jackknife
cover to give Valkyria the pin at 3:18.

Natalya and Maxxine Dupri are in at #3 and we take a break,
coming back with Natalya hammering away at Valkyria. Maxxine
comes in with a high crossbody for two on Bayley before taking
the straps down (the fans approve). Some running clotheslines
set up the reverse Worm but Bayley reverses a Sharpshooter
attempt into a small package to pin Dupri at 9:14 total.

Kayden Carter and Katana Chance are in at #4 and rush Bayley,
who gets her knees up to cut off a splash. The elbow drop gets
two on Carter so it’'s off to Valkyria, who gets caught with
the Keg Stand for two. A quick Nightwing finishes Chance at
11:48 total and it’s Michin/B-Fab in at #5.

We take another break and come back with Valkyria kicking her
way out of trouble and bringing Bayley back in. Michin cuts
her off with a quick DDT and everything breaks down. Michin
dives onto Valkyria but Bayley Rose Plants B-Fab for the pin
at 17:31 total. Piper Niven and Alba Fyre are in at #6 (last)
and knock the winded Bayley outside. A double suplex into a
backsplash gets two on Bayley as we take a third break.

Back again with an assisted backsplash giving Fyre two as
Bayley is in big trouble. Bayley counters a double suplex into



a double DDT (the fans are WAY into the comeback) and the
diving tag brings in Valkyria to clean house. A tornado DDT
hits Niven, who is right back with a suplex to Valkyria.

Somehow Valkyria powerbombs Niven out of the corner and the
top rope elbow gives Bayley one. A backbreaker/Swanton
combination gets two on Bayley but Valkyria is back in for the
save. Bayley dropkicks Niven into a powerbomb to the floor but
Fyre kicks Bayley down for two. The Rose Plant hits Fyre
though and Valkyria adds a top rope ax kick for the pin at
28:39.

Rating: B. Normally I don’t care for gauntlet matches but they
were working hard here in front of a VERY hot crowd. Bayley
and Valkyria are a thrown together team but at least they had
to put in a hard fought performance to get the title shot.
It’s not like there are any other teams ready to go after the
belts and it is something fresh so I can go with this.

Post match the champs get in the ring for the staredown.

Apparently Charlotte and Tiffany Stratton got in a fight
before the show. Which we aren’t seeing.

Damian Priest vs. Drew McIntyre is set for a street fight on
Wrestlemania Sunday.

Classic Wrestlemania Moment: Hulk Hogan vs. The Rock. That
works.

Here is Damian Priest for a chat but Drew McIntyre runs in and
rams him head first into the apron monitor. Priest is carried
out, leaving McIntyre saying we are starting to see now.
McIntyre is the only one who tells the truth and Priest is the
only person who benefits from McIntyre getting screwed. Their
street fight is a year in the making and his eye is completely
fine. He’'s 100% cleared so Priest is 100% screwed. Cue Priest
so the brawl is on but McIntyre goes to the eyes and hits him
in the face with the steps. The Future Shock onto the steps



leaves Priest laying.

DIY thinks there is a conspiracy against them and Pretty
Deadly thinks they’re nuts. The Motor City Machine Guns come
in to mock DIY as well.

We look at Rey Fenix’s debut last week.

HHH Hall Of Fame video, looking at him winning the 1997 King
0f The Ring.

Berto vs. Rey Fenix

The rest of Legado del Fantasma are here with Berto. Fenix
rolls him up for a fast two to start and spins around into
another rollup for another two. Berto shoves him off the top
and onto the apron for a crash. The big dive connects and we
take a break. Back with Fenix chopping away and hitting a
spinning top rope headbutt for a knockdown. Berto is sent
outside for the big running flip dive but he’s back in with a
springboard kick to the face for two.

A sitout powerbomb gets two more but Fenix is back with a
springboard hurricanrana for two of his own. Berto 1is back
with a fireman’s carry into another sitout powerbomb for
another near fall. Fenix gets his boots up to stop a moonsault
though and a running springboard kick to face in the corner
rocks Berto again. The Mexican Muscle Buster finishes for
Fenix at 10:41.

Rating: B. This was a good showcase for Fenix, who might not
have the cool factor like Penta but he can do some crazy high
flying stuff. That’'s the kind of thing that is going to get
someone noticed in a hurry and Fenix has made it work in two
weeks. Note that commentary also mentioned Fenix and Penta are
brothers, so they aren’t bothering wasting time with some big
reveal.

Roxanne Perez is here to talk about how she doesn’t like



Tiffany Stratton, who comes in to yell at her. They both want
a match and Nick Aldis pops in to say he’ll think about it.

We get a video on Paul Heyman’s history with CM Punk,
including OVW footage and their time working together to great
success. Then Punk left and came back, with their relationship
still being a thing, albeit in the background. Punk then
helped Heyman a bit and Heyman will be in Punk’s corner at
Wrestlemania, even with Roman Reigns in the same match.

Chelsea Green is annoyed that Piper Niven and Alba Fyre aren’t
ready to help her. Zelina Vega comes in to mock Green for
having to wrestle on her own.

We get another smoky vignette.

Zelina Vega vs. Chelsea Green

Non-title. Green stomps away to start and they go outside with
Vega being dropped onto the announcers’ table. Green throws
her back inside, yells at commentary..and gets counted out at
1:02.

Santos Escobar is disappointed in Berto for losing to Rey
Fenix. Escobar and Angel are off to congratulate Fenix on his
win.

After a look at what is coming in the rest of the show,
Andrade comes in to give Berto a pep talk. Berto tells him to
mind his own business.

Naomi can’t stand Jade Cargill, who she calls a snake for
taking Naomi’s spot.

Jade Cargill says Naomi’'s time has run out and revenge 1is
coming.

Here is Cody Rhodes for a chat and there are a bunch of WWE
Titles from throughout history in the ring. Rhodes puts his
title on a pedestal in the middle of the rest and, after



soaking in some cheers, Rhodes thanks the fans for always
giving him a warm reception. These titles are the denotations
of excellence and Rhodes has been blessed to hold the title.
Wrestlemania is about the next twenty champions, who might be
from NXT or the ID Program or maybe someone here in Seattle
tonight. But there is one man who wants to take all that away
and that man is John Cena.

Seattle is not part of Cena’'s retirement tour so Rhodes brings
up Cena saying Rhodes is nothing but a common fan. Rhodes has
his tattoo and wears a suit because he wants to be someone. He
goes down the titles and talks about various champions who
held them, including Cena with the spinner title. Cena was
someone who was trying to find himself, which is what he has
said about Rhodes.

The reality right now is that Rhodes is the WWE Champion and
Cena 1is not. Rhodes calls himself the captain around here and
he is part of a stacked roster (which he lists off). The
reality is that Rhodes does his best work when his back 1is
against the wall and that is going to be the case at
Wrestlemania. It would be clever for Rhodes to say Cena’s time
is up but that has been the case for a long time. The reality
is Rhodes is champion and it is staying with the people. I
love a good props segment and this was very good stuff, with
Rhodes making the title the focal point of the whole thing.

Here’s what’s coming next week.

The Street Profits are ready to retain their Tag Team Titles
against the Motor City Machine Guns next week. Dawkins even
mentions the IWC as the Guns’ fans, but Miz and Carmelo Hayes
interrupt. They seem to want the titles for themselves and a
staredown ensues.

Tiffany Stratton vs. Roxanne Perez

Non-title. Stratton shoves her out of the corner to start and
Matrixes her way out of a clothesline. A headscissors takes



Stratton down but she’s back with some snap suplexes for two.
The referee has to fix the ring skirt though and Stratton 1is
sent into the post as we take a break.

Back with Stratton hitting some clotheslines and a spinebuster
gets two. Another spinebuster gets another two but Perez
avoids a hip attack. Perez’s Lionsault hits raised knees but
she breaks up the Prettiest Moonsault Ever. A middle rope
Russian legsweep gives Perez two and the crossface goes on.
That’s countered with a Regal Roll and the Prettiest Moonsault
Ever finishes for Stratton at 9:18.

Rating: B-. Nice stuff here with Perez looking like she was
getting squashed but turning it into a good match. That's a
nice thing to see as Perez could be quite the player on the
main roster if given the chance. I'm not sure when that is
going to start, but at least she is in the ring for something
like this. Also of note: it’'s a bit odd that both Women’s
Champions both use moonsaults as a finish. Not a bad thing,
but not something you often see.

Post match here is Charlotte, who had been sent home, to jump
Stratton.

We recap CM Punk picking his favor from Paul Heyman, which did
not sit well with Roman Reigns. Then Seth Rollins attacked
Punk and teased attacking Heyman, saying Heyman owed him a
favor as a result. They wouldn’t have Punk join Rollins,
right?

We get the official Wrestlemania lineups, including the days:

Saturday:

Roman Reigns vs. CM Punk vs. Seth Rollins
Naomi vs. Jade Cargill

Raw Tag Team Titles: War Raiders vs. New Day
Rey Mysterio vs. El Grande Americano

US Title: LA Knight vs. Jacob Fatu



Smackdown Women’s Title: Tiffany Stratton vs. Charlotte
Raw World Title: Gunther vs. Jey Uso

Sunday:

Women’'s Tag Team Titles: Bayley/Lyra Valkyria vs. Liv
Morgan/Raquel Rodriguez

Drew McIntyre vs. Damian Priest

Intercontinental Title: Bron Breakker vs. Penta vs. Finn Balor
vs. Dominik Mysterio

AJ Styles vs. Logan Paul

Raw Women’s Title: Bianca Belair vs. Rhea Ripley vs. Iyo Sky
Smackdown World Title: Cody Rhodes vs. John Cena

That Saturday show is rather stacked, though I would assume
Sunday gets another match to even things up.

Randy Orton/LA Knight vs. Solo Sikoa/Tama Tonga

Tonga drives Knight into the corner for some shoulders to the
ribs. Sikoa comes in and Knight fights his way out of the
corner, allowing the early tag off to Orton. An early hanging
DDT plants Sikoa but he comes back with a Samoan drop as we
take a break. Back with Sikoa grabbing a chinlock so Orton
belly to back suplexes his way to freedom.

Knight comes in for a running knee in the corner to Tonga and
a neckbreaker out of the corner drops Sikoa. Back up and the
Samoan Spike hits Knight, only for Tonga to walk into the RKO.
Sikoa and Orton brawl into the crowd, leaving Knight to hit
the BFT to pin Tonga at 9:01.

Rating: C+. This was pretty much a house show main event and
that’s not a bad way to wrap up the night. We’re coming up
Knight facing a member of the family for his title at
Wrestlemania so having him beat one of the lackeys is a fine
way to go. Orton vs. Sikoa doesn’t feel like much of a
Wrestlemania showdown (and it might not be) but it’s not like
they have anything else ready on such short notice.



Post match Jacob Fatu comes in and beats down Knight,
including three triple jump moonsaults, to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. We’'re literally now to the point where the
cards have been announced for Wrestlemania so there isn’t much
left to do. With just the final Raw and next week’s Smackdown,
which 1is pretty much just a big pre-show, to go, Wrestlemania
really feels like it 1is here. This week’s show had better
action than I was expecting and I really liked the Rhodes
segment with the classic belts. Good stuff here (with one of
the hottest American crowds in recent memory), as we're
starting to get the final touches ready for the biggest nights
of the year.

Results

Bayley/Lyra Valkyria won a gauntlet match last eliminating
Piper Niven and Alba Fyre

Rey Fenix b. Berto — Mexican Muscle Buster

Zelina Vega b. Chelsea Green via countout

Tiffany Stratton b. Roxanne Perez — Prettiest Moonsault Ever
LA Knight/Randy Orton b. Solo Sikoa/Tama Tonga — BFT to Tonga

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6


http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

