WWF Wrestling Challenge -
November 1, 1986: All The
Talent

Wrestling Challenge

Date: November 1, 1986

Location: War Memorial, Rochester, New York
Commentators: Gorilla Monsoon, Bobby Heenan

These shows continue to be easy watches and are making me want
to see some of the live events where the feuds are blown off.
That means they’re doing something right and I could go for
seeing more of this stuff to see if they can keep it up in the
short term. That'’s tricky to do so let’'s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.
Here's what’s coming this week.

Intercontinental Title: Randy Savage vs. Billy Jack Haynes

Savage, with Elizabeth, is defending and commentary points out
how rare it is to a title match on TV, which is rather true.
Haynes shrugs off a wristlock to start and grabs a headlock.
That’s broken up and Savage sends him hard into the buckle for
two. Haynes fights up and hits a clothesline, setting up the
full nelson. Savage swings and hits the referee, who calls for
the DQ and the bell at 4:55.

Rating: C. Not much to see here, with the biggest story being
the crooked referee. That is something that could go rather
big if done properly and they seem to be on their way. Haynes
could have been just about anyone in the role as Savage could
work well with everybody. It wasn’t much of a match, but at
least it moved a bigger story forward.
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Post match Davis clarifies that Hayes swung Savage into him so
Savage wins. Monsoon: “IT WAS SNEAKY!”

We get a Wrestlers’ Rebuttal from Hulk Hogan, who knows the
fans believe in him. Orndorff is the one in the wrong and the
fans want Hogan to destroy him.

Islanders vs. Mike Sharpe/Terry Gibbs

Gibbs and Tama start things off with Tama knocking him down.
The insert promo from the Dream Team talks about how the
Islanders are supposed to play hockey. Everything breaks down
and Sharpe takes over on Tama, with a double back elbow
putting him down. It’'s off to Haku to clean house, including
planting Sharpe. A top rope splash gives Tama the pin at 2:55.

Davey Boy Smith introduces Matilda, who we’ve already met.
Dynamite Kid comes in to say they’'re ready for any teanm,
including the Dream Team.

George Steele tried to order fast food but could only say EAT.
Well yeah.

Nikolai Volkoff/Iron Sheik/Hercules Hernandez vs. Lanny
Poffo/SD Jones/Corporal Kirschner

Slick is here with the villains. Poffo does not like the
Soviet National Anthem and reads a poem about how we should
chant USA. Jones hammers on Volkoff to start and hands it off
to Poffo to pull on the arm. Slick talks about how Hercules 1is
going to win the WWF Title as Kirschner comes in, only to get
suplexed by Sheik. Hernandez grabs the backbreaker (torture
rack) for the submission at 1:23. I would have bet on Jones
taking the fall there.

The Killer Bees think they deserve a Tag Team Title shot. B.
Brian Blair is excited about an upcoming youth amateur
wrestling tournament in his hometown. Nothing wrong with that.

Hart Foundation vs. Pedro Morales/Tito Santana




Jimmy Hart is here with the Harts. Neidhart knees Santana in
the ribs to start but Santana is back up with a quick
dropkick. Jimmy trips Santana down and we get an insert promo
from Jimmy talking about how he would NEVER use the megaphone
to cheat. Morales comes in and gets caught in the wrong
corner, allowing for some assisted choking. A backdrop gets
Morales out of trouble and it’s off to Santana as everything
breaks down. They all fight to the floor and it’s a double
countout at 2:52. That’'s a surprise for the Harts, who were
quite the up and coming team.

We're off to the Snake Pit with Jake Roberts saying this is a
special week for him. He brings out quite the big deal guest
with Roddy Piper, who gets to join the NEW Pit. Piper makes it
clear that he doesn’t like either kind of snake (meaning
Damien and/or Roberts) but Roberts wants him to touch Damien.
With that not happening, Piper decks Roberts and leaves.

Rougeau Brothers vs. Tiger Chung Lee/Barry 0O

Raymond works on a top wristlock with 0 to start before they
both miss elbow drops. Dino Bravo pops in to say he’s the only
worthwhile Canadian wrestler and the Rougeaus make him sick to
his stomach. Lee comes in to take over on Jacques as Heenan
asks which Rougeau is in the ring. Monsoon: “That’s Jacques.”
Heenan: “Who cares?” Raymond comes back in and Le Bombe de
Rougeau finishes 0 at 1:55.

Jack Tunney announces that the company is officially looking
into Danny Davis’ ability to referee.

Ricky Steamboat vs. Moondog Rex

Steamboat grabs a headlock to start but Rex powers up and
sends him into the corner. A quick rollup out of said corner
gives Steamboat the pin at 1:25. Well that was short.

The Dream Team want the Tag Team Titles back and do not like
being compared to dogs. Valentine: “WE'RE THE DREAM TEAM!



WE’'VE GOT DOLLS MADE OF US!” Valentine goes on a rant about
how the Bulldogs are going to have to deal with them and the
titles are changing.

Here’s what’'s coming next week.
Roll those highlights.

Overall Rating: C+. There were some weird choices for the
decisions on here but the talent alone made it work. This show
had appearances or matches from Randy Savage, the British
Bulldogs, the Hart Foundation, Ricky Steamboat, Roddy Piper,
Ricky Steamboat and more. That is an absolute murderers row of
talent and just seeing them do basic matches is a lot of fun
in a short span. It might not have been a great show, but it
was nice to see all of these people in one place.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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