WWE Vault — Giant Tag Teams:
As Advertised (As It Should
Be)

Giant Tag Teams

Commentators: Michael Cole, Tazz, Tony Schiavone, Jesse
Ventura, Vince McMahon, Roddy Piper, Randy Savage, Gorilla
Monsoon, Bobby Heenan, Jerry Lawler, Joey Styles, Johnny V

It's another compilation video from the WWE Vault and again,
the name kind of speaks for itself. I have no idea what to
expect from this one and that should make for something
interesting. It’s a concept that doesn’t require a lot of
thinking, but it could go well or poorly for any combination.
Let’s get to it.

From Sunday Night Heat, February 11, 2001.

Brothers Of Destruction vs. Kai En Tai

Kane wrecks both of them to start and suplexes Taka. A one
armed chokeslam gets two, with Funaki making a rather cruel
save. Undertaker chokeslams some sense into Funaki and stereo
Last Rides (well just a regular powerbomb in Kane'’s case)
finish at 1:40.

From WCW Saturday Night, June 19, 1993.

Masters Of The Powerbomb vs. Kip Abee/Terry Travis

That would be Vader and Sid Vicious. Vader chokeslams Abee to
start and it’s off to Sid to kick Travis in the corner. A
clothesline takes Travis’ head off and Sid’s powerbomb
finishes at 1:16.

From Superstars, October 19, 1991.
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Natural Disasters vs. Barry Hardy/Duane Gill/Jim Arnon

Earthquake takes Hardy into the corner to start. Piper:
“HARDY! GO FOR HIS EYES!” McMahon: “Family entertainment
here.” Piper, in a much quieter voice: “Grab his wrist and try
to make him give up.” Savage: “GRAB HIS EYES!” Gill gets taken
into the corner and everything breaks down with the triple
splash crushing the jobbers. The powerslam into the Earthquake
into the Typhoon splash finishes Arnon at 2:51.

From Armageddon 2006.

Batista/Rey Mysterio vs. Big Show/Kane

This is what I love about these collections: you have a bunch
of squash matches and then a pay per view semi main event out
of nowhere. It’s such a random collection. Show shoves Batista
down to start and then does it again for a bonus. Some right
hands and running clotheslines do a bit better for Batista and
he gets a boot up to stop a charging Show. A running shoulder
puts Show down but he shoves Batista away without much
trouble. The chokeslam is broken up so Show settles for a big
boot instead. It’'s off to Kane who actually gets suplexed for
a fast two.

Back up and Kane hits the side slam on Batista but Batista
slams him off the top to cut off the big clothesline. Mysterio
comes in to pick up the pace but his kick to the face just
annoys Kane. The right hands in the corner don’t do much
either so Mysterio tries a middle rope ax handle. A
springboard missile dropkick looks to set up a 619 but Show
offers a distraction. Batista cuts him off but Show is right
there again to cut off another 619 attempt.

The ram into the post has Mysterio down again and Show
casually throws him back inside. Show kicks Batista’'s offer of
a tag away and then drops Mysterio with a loud chop. Kane
pulls Mysterio out of the air but gets put down with the
sitout bulldog. Batista has to break up the double chokeslam



and everything breaks down. The spear cuts Kane down and
Mysterio adds the basement dropkick. Batista hits the
spinebuster before tackling Show over the announcers’ table.
Back in and the 619 hits Kane, who pulls the West Coast Pop
out of the air. The chokeslam finishes Mysterio at 8:06.

Rating: C+. That's the logical way for this to end, as there
wasn’t much that Mysterio could do against that kind of power.
Batista was holding his own in there for as long as he could
but ultimately Show and Kane were dominant monsters for a
reason. It wasn’t much more than a Smackdown main event but it
did its job fairly well.

From (I believe) Wrestling Challenge, January 22, 1989,

Twin Towers vs. ???/7?7?7

Boss Man powers one of them into the corner and chokes on the
ropes as we get an insert promo from Slick, praising the
Towers. Akeem comes in and beats up the other jobber before
Boss Man hits a hard clothesline. A double back elbow hits one
of them as Monsoon suddenly praises Slick, saying he’ll have
champions soon enough. The Boss Man Slam sets up Air Africa
for the pin at 2:02.

From Smackdown, April 27, 2000.

Hollys vs. T&A

Test full nelson slams Hardcore to start but Hardcore is back
up to stomp away in the corner. Crash comes in and avoids a
charge in the corner as commentary talks about the possibility
of Steve Austin being here tonight. A sitout powerbomb gives
Test two as the Dudley Boyz are watching in the back. Albert’s
splash misses and Hardcore comes back in for the dropkick.
Crash tags himself back in though (drawing the ELROY chants)
and misses his own splash. Test boots Hardcore down and the
gorilla press from Albert sets up the top rope elbow to finish
Crash at 3:17.



Rating: C. Not much to see here but then again, T&A were
little more than a vehicle for Trish Stratus (that worked well
enough). It’s easy to forget how many teams were around in
this era as Edge and Christian and the Hardys and the Dudleys
get so much attention. Both of these teams were totally decent
most of the time and this could have been better with some
extra time.

From Armageddon 2007.

CM _Punk/Kane vs. Big Daddy V/Mark Henry

This was during the ECW Champion CM Punk Fights A Bunch Of
Monsters period. Henry shoves Punk down to start and, after
shrugging off some kicks to the leg, does it again. Kane comes
in to uppercut away at Henry, followed by a running dropkick
to the knee. It’s back to Punk for a dropkick but Henry runs
him over with ease.

V comes in so Punk strikes away, which goes as well as you
would expect. Matt Striker gets in a cheap shot to Punk on the
floor before it’'s back to Henry for a gorilla press. Back up
and Punk avoids a charge in the corner, allowing Kane to come
in for the running corner clotheslines. Kane has to fight out
of the wrong corner but walks into V’'s sitout chokebomb for
two.

The splash to the back sets up what would become the Visagra
before it’s back to Henry for the bearhug. Henry powers him
back into the corner but Kane manages a running DDT for a
needed breather. Punk comes back in to strike away at V, with
the running knee in the corner rocking him hard. Kane and
Henry fight up the aisle, leaving Punk to springboard into a
Samoan drop to give V the pin at 10:37.

Rating: C-. Yeah this didn’t quite work, though there is only
so much you can get out of this idea. At the end of the day, V
is fairly limited in what he can do and Henry is only so much
better. They played up the idea of Punk trying to fight the



monsters but being in over his head physically, which is what
caught him in the end. Kane was doing his thing, but there
were limits to what you could do here.

From Championship Wrestling, August 9, 1986.

King Kong Bundy/Big John Studd vs. Frankie Lane/Brickhouse
Brown

Brown goes after Studd to start and gets cut off with as much
effort as you would expect. A bearhug goes on as we get an
insert promo from Bobby Heenan, mocking Captain Lou Albano for
writing a book. Bundy comes in and drives Brown into the
corner for the tag to Lane. Everything breaks down and Lane is
bounced off the giants. The Avalanche finishes (for a five
count) at 3:15.

Rating: C. There is something fun about a team like Bundy and
Studd, who are the definition of “what you see is what you
get”. They’'re big guys, they beat people up, and they don’t
move a lot. Neither gquy is trying to do anything more than the
basics and yet it works rather well.

From Raw, September 30, 2002.

3 Minute Warning vs. Goldust/Booker T.

Rico is here with 3 Minute Warning. It’s a brawl to start and
Booker elbows Rosey down for an early two. Jamal comes in to
take over on Goldust, who can’t fight out of the wrong corner.
Some clubberin keeps Goldust in trouble and Booker gets
knocked off the apron. Goldust finally gets over for the tag
off to Booker so house can be cleaned.

Everyone else is down so Booker busts out the Spinarooni,
setting up the ax kick to Jamal. Rosey is late with the save
so the referee has to pull up on the count in a pretty bad
look. Rico superkicks Goldust and Booker gets planted, setting
up Jamal’s top rope splash for the pin on Booker (why yes,



this is in Booker’s hometown of Houston) at 6:34.

Rating: C. Nice enough in-ring debut here for 3 Minute
Warning, who had been attacking a variety of people and now
get a win over a popular team. The fact that it was over
Booker in his hometown shouldn’t be surprising whatsoever, as
that is just kind of what the company does. Either way, it
could have been far worse and we got a fine debut.

From Summerslam 1998.

Oddities vs. Kai En Tai

This is the four man version of Kai En Tai, with Yamaguchi-San
in their corner. Unfortunately the 0ddities’ entrance,
featuring a live performance by the Insane Clown Posse, 1s cut
out, meaning no Kurrgan dancing. Golga (Earthquake under a
mask) cleans house to start and steals Yamaguchi’s shoe.

Kurrgan comes in and shoves all four of them away to break up
a quadruple team. Yamaguchi gets sent inside while Kurrgan
dances on the floor. The Giant Silva (7'2) comes in and scares
Kai En Tai off as this is not the most serious match. ALl four
of them go after Silva and get nowhere so he stacks all four
of them into the same corner for a big hip attack. Kai En Tai
is knocked outside, leaving Silva to just walk around for a
bit.

Golga comes in for the powerslam that could only come from
Earthquake. A double dropkick staggers Golga and they manage a
double slam, followed by a series of top rope splashes. The
rapid fire elbows keep Golga down but he’s back up with a
quadruple clothesline (you don’t see that one very often).
Kurrgan comes in to clean house and everything breaks down,
with Luna Vachon slamming Yamaguchi. A double double chokeslam
sets up a quadruple splash to pin Kai En Tai at 10:11.

Rating: C-. I have an unnatural fondness for the Oddities,
with Kurrgan’s dancing being my ultimate gquilty pleasure in



wrestling. That being said, having this go on for ten minutes
was insane, as there was no need for it to go even half that
long. It’s a situation where getting in and getting out would
have been a better way to go and the length dragged almost all
of the fun out of the thing.

Overall Rating: C+. Again, this was fun. The biggest thing I
get out of these collections is that some long time fans are
running this channel. Rather than having a bunch of matches
from the last ten years and a token 90s match, they went all
over the place and had some fun with the material available. I
had fun with this and that’s all you can ask for with
something like this, as it isn’t exactly a concept that can go
incredibly in depth.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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