ECW On Sci Fi — September 2,
2008: They Broke Mark Henry

ECW On Sci Fi

Date: September 2, 2008

Location: Mellon Arena, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Attendance: 6,500

Commentators: Todd Grisham, Matt Striker

It’s the last ECW before Unforgiven and I have no idea what
they’'re going to do with this week. At the end of the day,
there is nothing left for them to do before the Championship
Scramble and that isn’t overly promising. These shows are only
so interesting in the first place and this isn’t giving me
much more hope. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

In Memory of Killer Kowalski.

We open with the Dirt Sheet, with John Morrison saying he once
beat Stephen Hawkins at Parcheesi 44 times in a row. Miz is
ready to win the ECW Title in his hometown at Unforgiven, even
if Morrison didn’t qualify. Morrison says he’s been to the top
of the mountain and had time to drink a soda (I shouldn’t be
chuckling this much at John Morrison), that is bogus.

With that out of the way, here is our first guest, so cue ECW
Champion Mark Henry, with Tony Atlas. Morrison says this will
be better tonight and they won’t even make fun of Henry’s belt
extender. Henry isn’t happy but here is second guest, Chavo
Guerrero, with his theme music replaced by a Miz and Morrison
performed hummed version (Henry is completely unable to hide
his smile).

Chavo isn’t happy, so Morrison tells Kerwin in the truck to
come see him after the show. Chavo wants his ECW Title back
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but Morrison says he lost it like six months ago so he should
be over it. We move on to Finlay, who can’t be here tonight
because he couldn’t find a babysitter for Hornswoggle.
Instead, we have Finlay’s family, which is Morrison and Miz on
the Titantron in front of a bar, doing some very bad Irish
accents.

Miz starts doing a dance and everyone is just openly smiling
and laughing. The real Finlay and Hornswoggle come out, with
Hornswoggle kicking Uncle Miz in the leg. Morrison is ready to
bring out Jeff Hardy (Miz: “It’s Matt.” Morrison:
“Whatever.”), who Finlay remembers beating Morrison to qualify
for the Scramble. Hardy mocks everyone, including Bam Neely,
but Henry doesn’t want to hear this.

Henry threatens Hardy, who hopes that Atlas gets some rest on
Saturday because he has a lot of saves to make at Unforgiven.
Morrison and Miz jump Hardy and the brawl is on so here are
Tommy Dreamer and Evan Bourne to get in on this. Nothing
special brawl, absolutely hilarious stuff from Miz and
Morrison.

Post break the fight almost breaks out again in the back but
Teddy Long makes the eight man tag. And don’t worry about
ruining the Dirt Sheet, because it was ruined when Miz started
talking.

Gavin Spears vs. Super Crazy

Spears says this 1is his second chance to make a first
impression and he’s ready to go. Crazy spins out of a
wristlock to start and pulls Spears into a quickly escaped
leglock. Back up and Spears fires off some knees to the chest
before going with a more basic stomp to the back of Crazy’s
head. Crazy fights up and gets taken right back down and
Spears grabs something like a crossface. That's broken up as
well and Crazy kicks him down, setting up a quick moonsault
for the pin.



Rating: C-. It’'s pretty easy to see why Spears didn’t take on
his first attempt on the main roster. Nothing he did here
stood out in any way and it made for a dull match. Crazy was a
fine choice to work with him as Crazy can do stuff with just
about anyone, but this wasn’t working and it showed badly.

Ricky Ortiz vs. Ryan Braddock

Ortiz, who is still undefeated, manages to get about a dozen
people spinning his towel. If you can’t get that over 1in
Pittsburgh, just pack it in already man. Braddock grabs a
headlock to start but Ortiz fights out. That doesn’t last long
either as Braddock comes back with a middle rope knee to the
head for two.

Striker makes a Welcome Back Kotter reference and I dislike
that I'm smiling a bit as a result. Ortiz fights out of a
chinlock so Braddock knees him in the head. The chinlock goes
on again for a bit longer this time but Ortiz gets up again. A
sitout powerslam sets up a middle rope shoulder, followed by
the Big 0 to give Ortiz the pin.

Rating: C. Ortiz is the definition of “he’s there” and that’s
not going to work long term. There was nothing to the match
and nothing makes Ortiz stand out. The deal is that he’s
undefeated and in theory he’ll put over a bigger name
eventually, but that doesn’t make this any easier to watch.
Braddock was nothing more than a warm body for Ortiz to beat
up, though Braddock does at least have a decent look.

Raw Rebound, focusing entirely on Shawn Michaels vs. Chris
Jericho, with the title situation not even being mentioned.

WWE is at the Republican National Convention.
Unforgiven rundown.

Evan Bourne/Tommy Dreamer/Matt Hardy/Finlay vs. John

Morrison/Chavo Guerrero/Mark Henry/Miz




The respective seconds are here too. Hardy and Morrison start
things off before Dreamer comes in to take over. Finlay adds a
clothesline but gets taken into the corner for the tag off to
Guerrero. An atomic drop gets Finlay out of trouble and
another clothesline connects. Finlay is back up and ties Chavo
in the ring skirt so Hornswoggle can take Neely out as we take
a break.

Back with what sounds like Morrison calling Hornswoggle a bet
wetter, plus Guerrero giving Bourne a tilt-a-whirl
backbreaker. Bourne is back up to kick Miz down and a standing
moonsault gets two. Henry comes in to launch Bourne into the
air for a crash and it'’s back to Miz for a chinlock.

Bourne gets sent outside for a stomping from Neely, and a
running knee from Morrison, which is at least more legal. The
chinlock goes on back inside and Bourne is driven back into
the corner for daring to fight up. Bourne finally manages a
hurricanrana to Guerrero and it’'s off to Dreamer to clean
house. A bulldog gets two on Guerrero but Henry comes in to
start the smashing.

Some knees in the corner set up a crossface chickenwing from
Guerrero but Dreamer is out pretty quickly. Hardy comes back
in, only for Henry to drop him with a clothesline. The splash
misses though and Broune is up with the shooting star press.
Dreamer adds a frog splash and Finlay clears out the rest of
the team. The Twist Of Fate gives Hardy the pin to quite the
crowd reaction.

Rating: B-. This worked rather well and felt like a big time
house show main event. Above all else, I’'ll take it over the
usual matches we see around here. It helps when you have a
match to build towards rather than just doing the same stuff
over and over again. Hardy continues to feel like the biggest
star around here and building around him is far from a bad
idea. The rest of the people did fine, but this was about
Hardy and Henry, which makes sense.



Overall Rating: B-. The main event was the only match that was
worth seeing and they actually did a nice job of setting
things up for Sunday’s title match. Throw in the outstandingly
funny opening segment and it was more than enough to carry the
other lame matches. It wasn’t a great show or anything, but I
laughed more than once at the Dirt Sheet and I’'ll take that
every time.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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