
Monday Night Raw – September
9, 1996: It’s Going To Be A
Long One
Monday Night Raw
Date: September 9, 1996
Location: Wheeling Civic Center, Wheeling, West Virginia
Attendance: 4,903
Commentators: Kevin Kelly, Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

We’re back to the regular Monday schedule and less than two
weeks  away  from  Mind  Games.  Therefore  Mankind  is  already
coming after Shawn Michaels and that isn’t going to end well.
Other than that, Razor Ramon and Diesel are apparently on
their way back to the WWF and I’m not looking forward to this.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We get a quick preview for the show.

Opening sequence.

Intercontinental  Title  Tournament  First  Round:  Faarooq  vs.
Savio Vega

Sunny is here with Faarooq, who is still in his blue period
here. A headbutt staggers Vega to start and a shoulder runs
him down. Lawler won’t shut up about Sunny, at least until
Faarooq cuts off a crossbody and throws him down in Sunny’s
direction. The spinwheel kick gives Vega two but he walks into
a spinebuster for two. A snap suplex gets two more and we take
a break.

We  come  back  with  Faarooq  holding  a  chinlock,  with  Sunny
getting in some choking from the floor. Vega gets up and grabs
a  victory  roll  for  two,  only  to  get  caught  in  another
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chinlock. Faarooq grinds away even more but misses a middle
rope headbutt. Back up and Vega hits a running boot to the
face, with the fans greatly approving. That’s cut off as well
and the chinlock is right back on. Vega fights up again but
gets caught with what would become known as the Dominator for
the pin at 13:38.

Rating: C. Faarooq was not exactly lighting up the ring at
this point and there wasn’t much that could be done about it.
His  look  wasn’t  helping  him  either,  as  the  whole  blue
gladiator deal never worked. Vega’s better days were behind
him too, making this far from the most interesting match.

Post match Sycho Sid, Faarooq’s opponent in the second round,
comes out for the pull apart arguing.

Some wrestlers with Ahmed Johnson well. Some of them like the
idea of hurting him even more though.

Here are Shawn Michaels and Jose Lothario for a chat. Before
Michaels talks about Mankind, he wants to talk about Camp
Cornette. Michaels has taken out everyone in Camp Cornette
except Cornette himself, but Lothario will deal with him at
Mind Games. Lothario rants in Spanish a bit before Michaels
moves on to Mankind. While Mankind has been running roughshod
over the WWF, it all stops at Mind Games. Undertaker is going
to deal with Paul Bearer and while Michaels might not be
Mankind’s mommy, he’ll be his daddy. Don’t hunt what you can’t
kill. Michaels liked that line.

The Stalker vs. TL Hopper

The Stalker is better known as Barry Windham and this is his
first match in the WWF since 1989. We go split screen to talk
to Owen Hart and Brian Pillman, who promise that Bret Hart
will be back at Mind Games. Back to the match, Stalker hits a
clothesline  as  Ross  says  that  mentioning  Razor  Ramon  and
Diesel’s return has led to a snag in negotiations but they’re
still coming. Stalker takes him into the corner and hits the



superplex for the win at 3:29.

Rating: D+. The fact that this was Stalker’s big debut and
they IMMEDIATELY went to the split screen and then commentary
talked about everything else told you everything you needed to
know about his future prospects. It doesn’t help that he was
the Stalker rather than plain old Barry Windham, which would
have been an upgrade. Rather lame debut, with neither side
helping matters here as the match was nothing to see either.

We recap Mr. Perfect stealing Hunter Hearst Helmsley’s valets.

We  recap  Mark  Henry  agreeing  to  face  Jerry  Lawler  at
Summerslam.

Crush vs. Freddy Joe Floyd

Clarence Mason is here with Crush and sits in on commentary.
Crush hammers him into the corner to start and then throws him
back out of said corner. Make up your mind dude. A gorilla
press and elbow get…nothing actually as Crush pulls him up.
Floyd pulls the leg and hits a crossbody, only to get dropped
onto the top rope. A big boot sets up the Heart Punch to
finish Floyd at 2:40. Total squash.

We look at Bob Backlund bringing back the Iron Sheik. By that
I mean we just show most of the segment.

Undertaker vs. Salvatore Sincere

Undertaker doesn’t have his usual entrance gear and, by his
standards,  hustles  to  the  ring  to  start  hammering  away.
Sincere gets planted in a hurry and Undertaker hammers away in
the corner. Back up and Sincere gets in a few shots of his
own, followed by some shoulders to the ribs. A clothesline
gives Sincere two as the idea is Undertaker is banged up and
distracted. Sincere gets two off a Russian legsweep as we get
an insert interview from Goldust and Marlena, where they quote
the Untouchables.



Sincere’s chinlock doesn’t last long and a side slam gets two.
The chinlock goes on again and we actually take a break. We
come  back  with  Ross  talking  about  Diesel  and  Razor  Ramon
progressing in their negotiations to return. Sincere knocks
him down again but Undertaker pops up and hits the jumping
clotheslines.  The  chokeslam  and  Tombstone  finish  for
Undertaker  at  9:57.

Rating: C-. So the idea here was that Undertaker was all
ticked off and wrestling differently without Bearer….but it
was Salvatore Sincere. There is no logical way under which it
should take Undertaker about ten minutes to beat him. Even a
half speed and distracted Undertaker should have been able to
take him out in short order, but we got this for so long
instead.

Overall Rating: C-. This tournament isn’t exactly must see
television and some of the other stuff wasn’t much better.
It’s just such a dead period for the company as the NWO is
still white hot over in WCW and the WWF has absolutely nothing
(outside  of  Mankind  vs.  Michaels,  which  sounds  great)  to
counter. It feels like that is going to be the case for a long
time to come and hopefully Raw can boost itself up a bit.
Otherwise, we’re in for some rough television.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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