Monday Night Raw — April 24,
1995: He’s Worth A Shot

Monday Night Raw

Date: April 24, 1995

Location: Omaha Civic Auditorium, Omaha, Nebraska
Attendance: 5,800

Commentators: Vince McMahon, Jerry Lawler

We’ll wrap up the month with a pretty big show, as Diesel 1is
defending the WWF Title against Bam Bam Bigelow. The winner of
that goes on to face Sid at In Your House in about three
weeks, so there is already quite a bit on the line. The rest
of the pay per view card could use some build of its own
though and we might be seeing that come together this week.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

We look at Bam Bam Bigelow’s recent issues, including losing
at the Royal Rumble and Wrestlemania. Bigelow is going to do
better, such as getting a WWF Title match tonight. That'’s
quite the punishment for a high profile loss.

Opening sequence.
Commentary welcomes us to the show and runs down the card.
Smoking Gunns vs. Barry Horowitz/Brooklyn Brawler

Billy works on Brawler’s arm to start and Bart comes in with a
top rope ax handle. A double Russian legsweep lets Bart stay
on the arm before a neckbreaker/belly to back suplex
combination finishes for Billy at 2:16. Short and sweet.

Bam Bam Bigelow, with a very black eye, is ready to win the
WWF Title for the Million Dollar Corporation.
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Diesel is ready for Bigelow.
Bertha Faye vs. La Pantera Serena

Faye is the woman who attacked Alundra Blayze a few weeks ago.
This time though she’s in bright rainbow colors and a skirt
rather than all black for quite the downgrade. Faye kicks away
to start and Serena can’t do much with the power. Serena comes
back with some kicks but Faye sits down on her to block a
sunset flip. A legdrop crushes Serena and a sitout powerbomb
drops her again. Faye'’s falling splash finishes at 3:54.

Rating: C-. And we’re done with Faye being someone who can be
taken seriously. She came in as a monster a few weeks ago and
felt different but here she’s little more than a comedy
monster who does some good power stuff. The presentation makes
a huge difference, but why go with someone serious when you
can do something goofy?

The In Your House report runs down the card, which now
features Razor Ramon/1-2-3 Kid vs. Jeff Jarrett/The Roadie and
Bret Hart vs. Hakushi. And you can win a house!

Sid is ready for In Your House.

WWF Title: Diesel vs. Bam Bam Bigelow

Bigelow, with Ted DiBiase, is challenging. Diesel actually
wrestles him to the mat to start and Bigelow needs a breather
on the floor. Back in and Diesel unloads on him in the corner
before dropping a big elbow for two. A boot choke in the
corner sets up an armbar but Bigelow slams his way out of
trouble.

Diesel shrugs off a falling headbutt and hits a running
clothesline so they can head outside. Bigelow posts him and
hits a Samoan drop for two back inside. We take a break and
come back with Diesel fighting out of a chinlock so they can
collide for a double down. Diesel is up first to drop an



elbow, setting up the running crotch attack against the ropes.

A snap suplex gives Diesel two and he grabs a neck crank.
That’s broken up and Bigelow gets his own suplex into his own
neck crank. Tatanka comes out to ringside as Diesel fights up,
only to get stomped back down. We take another break and come
back with Tatanka accidentally tripping Bigelow. A big boot
and the Jackknife retain the title at 16:04.

Rating: C+. We’'re pretty clearly on the way to a Bigelow face
turn and that’s not the worst idea. He’'s having the year of
his life and it is easy to see why he is getting this kind of
a chance. The fans are going to respond to someone who looks
like that with that kind of movement and it’'s why he was
pushed this strong. Just do something with him and it could
work.

Post match DiBiase and Tatanka get in the ring to yell at
Bigelow. DiBiase can’t believe that Bigelow lost to a FOOTBALL
PLAYER and now this. DiBiase slaps him and Tatanka jumps
Bigelow from behind, only to get dropped. Bigelow quits the
team so here is IRS to help with the beatdown. Sid (in blue
for a weird look) comes in as well and a rather horrible
powerbomb leaves Bigelow laying. Diesel runs in for the save.

Aldo Montoya vs. Black Phantom

Montoya hammers away to start and sends him to the floor for a
slingshot dive. Back in and Montoya works on the arm but
Phantom fights up. A middle rope crossbody puts Phantom down
again and Montoya’s middle rope bulldog finishes at 2:45.

There’s a new star coming to the WWF. Some Connecticut blue
blood.

We look at Diesel and Bam Bam Bigelow shaking hands during a
commercial earlier tonight.

Overall Rating: C. Well, there was a big angle and that helped



a bit, but the rest of the show was the run of the mill stuff
we’'ve seen around here forever. The show needs something
interesting to spice it up and while the Bigelow turn was
close, it was only so good. It’s going to take a long time for
the company to get out of this rut and that’s making for some
rough times.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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