Monday Night Raw - April 3,
1995: They're Still Learning

Monday Night Raw

Date: April 3, 1995

Location: Mid-Hudson Civic Center, Poughkeepsie, New York
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Jim Cornette

It's the night after Wrestlemania XI and the big story is that
Diesel retained the WWF Title over Shawn Michaels. Other than
that..well there’s a reason you don’t hear about Wrestlemania
XI all that much. Ted DiBiase won’t be happy that Bam Bam
Bigelow lost to Lawrence Taylor in the main event though so
let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with some stills from last night’'s bigger matches.
Opening sequence.

Jim Cornette is VERY happy to be managing the Tag Team
Champions.

Bob Holly vs. Hakushi

The 1-2-3 Kid and Shinja are here too. Holly starts with the
dropkicks and a hiptoss, which has Hakushi down again. Back up
and Hakushi knocks him into the corner and avoids a high
crossbody. Cue Owen Hart and Yokozuna to watch as we take a
break. We come back with Hakushi working on the arm as the Kid
and Hart get in a fight on the floor. Holly fights out and
hits a top rope clothesline into another dropkick for two
more. Yokozuna trips Holly down though and Hakushi nails a
backsplash for the pin at 6:49.

Rating: C+. Not much to see here, but Hakushi was always worth
at least a bit of a look. He was a different kind of star than
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someone you would see in the company around this time and he’s
getting a chance to showcase himself. At the same time, even
though he’s a champion, there is something strange about
seeing Yokozuna go from being the World Champion last year to
cheating to beat Bob Holly.

Jim Ross gives us one more Wrestlemania Report, which 1is
little more than a recap of the main event. After the match,
Bigelow said that he’s going to make the New Generation a
better generation. We also look at Bret Hart beating Bob
Backlund and Undertaker beating King Kong Bundy.

Here 1is Diesel for an in-ring chat. Diesel knows Shawn
Michaels deserves a rematch and thinks Sid might have cost
Michaels the match at Wrestlemania. The reality is that he and
Michaels have been friends and Michaels can have a rematch
anytime. Also, Michaels needs to know that Sid is NOT his
friend. When it comes to the rematch, leave home without it.

Allied Powers vs. Well Dunn

Well pounds on Bulldog to start but the Powers hit press slams
and clotheslines to clear the ring. Luger headlocks Well but
Well Dunn is back with a Beverly Bomb to slow Luger down. Back
up and Luger gets in another clothesline, allowing the tag off
to Bulldog. Everything breaks down and a Hart Attack (forearm
version) finishes Dunn at 3:43.

Rating: D. And you wonder why Luger was gone in just a few
months. He could not seem to care any less if he was trying
here and while that’s not exactly stunning given the
competition, dang it’s rough to watch. At least the Powers’
finisher was good, though that’s about all there was to be
seen here.

The Wrestlemania celebrities had fun.

Women’'s Title: Bull Nakano vs. Alundra Blayze




Nakano is defending and starts fast with a dropkick into a
hair toss from one corner to another. Something like an ankle
lock keeps Blayze in trouble but she fights up and hits a
spinwheel kick. The middle rope dropkick gives Blayze two but
Nakano sits down on a sunset flip attempt for two of her own.
Nakano grabs something similar to Paige’s Scorpion Crosslock
before a piledriver gets another near fall.

Blayze knocks her outside for a big dive but Nakano gets in
another knockdown back inside. The guillotine legdrop gives
Nakano two but the bridging German suplex gives Blayze the
same. Nakano shoves her outside but misses a dive, only to
send Blayze into the steps. The moonsault misses though and
Blayze grabs another German suplex for the pin and the title
at 6:45.

Rating: C+. As has been the case far too often before, there
is only so much that you can get out of a match without much
time. They were going for something a bit more epic here and
that didn’t work with less than seven minutes. These two
worked well together and have had some far better matches, but
this felt like something of an aftermath.

Post match Blayze celebrates but a mystery woman attacks her.

Men On A Mission vs. Ben Jordan/Tony Roy

This is the evil Men On A Mission and they waste no time in
clearing the ring to start. And they waste no time in clearing
the ring. Mo stomps away in the corner and Mabel hits a belly
to belly to finish Roy at 1:47.

You could win a house at In Your House!

Here are Shawn Michaels and Sid for a chat. Michaels’ back is
killing him but he knows that there is nothing more important
than the WWF Title. Therefore he would love to accept Diesel’s
offer of a rematch and he can live his life just fine without
a bodyguard. He certainly doesn’t need a bodyguard who causes



a referee to twist his ankle and cost him the WWF Title. Sid
isn’t happy and goes off on Michaels as we take a break. We
come back with Sid having laid Michaels out (off camera of
course) and Diesel running in for the save. And that’s how
Shawn Michaels turned good.

Overall Rating: C+. It wasn’t quite what you would expect from
a Raw After Wrestlemania, but the Shawn deal in the end was a
good way to go and felt important. Other than that you had the
title change, but the wrestling itself was hardly inspiring.
That's 1995 in a nutshell, as a few people are carrying the
show and the other people just kind of exist.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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