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It’s the last show before Summerslam and that means we’re
likely in for a mixture of talking and tag matches. At the
same time, there is always the chance that we are going to get
a lot more tributes to Hulk Hogan, as there was only so much
time to get things ready on such short notice last week. Let’s
get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

The roster is on the stage for the ten bell salute to Hogan.

We get another tribute, different from the one that aired on
Smackdown. To be fair, you could go on for a long time with
famous moments from his career.

Here is Jey Uso for a chat but Paul Heyman interrupts. Heyman
doesn’t think much of Uso, but is smart enough to get out of
the ring from that look in Uso’s eye. He also backs up, saying
“I know that you can dive really fast.” Heyman can’t believe
that Uso has accepted Roman Reigns’ offer to team with him
against Bron Breakker and Bronson Reed. And he’s doing this in
the name of family.

Where Heyman comes from, family is always going to let you
down. That’s not a prediction but rather a prophecy. Heyman
asks if Uso’s mother said Santa Claus left the presents under
the  tree.  That  means  your  mother  lied  to  you,  just  like
everyone’s mother here. Did Uso’s father (Rikishi) tell Uso
that he wanted him to be more iconic than him? Rikishi lied!
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Reigns didn’t pick Uso to be next in line as Tribal Chief. How
did that work out for the family? Heyman is saying this out of
love for Uso, just like family. YEET!

Uso says his family is why he’s here and Heyman needs to keep
them out of his mouth. The reality is the family has done
things together and Heyman’s family is nowhere to be seen.
Heyman and company have cost them all kinds of things and at
Summerslam, Heyman is paying. This was an interesting idea,
but it’s feeling like they have no idea where this is supposed
to go and they’re just saying things to fill in time before
the match.

AJ Styles/Kabuki Warriors vs. Judgment Day

Asuka kicks Rodriguez down to start and hands it off to Sane
for some kicks of her own. A high crossbody is pulled out of
the  air  and  it’s  off  to  Perez  for  a  headscissors.  Sane
grabs….I think a running Blockbuster (didn’t quite work but it
could have been far worse) but Mysterio pulls Perez out of the
way of a charge in the corner.

We take a break and come back with Perez hitting a moonsault
for two but Sane gets in a shot in the corner. Rodriguez pulls
Asuka  to  the  floor  though  and  the  distraction  means  the
referee doesn’t see the tag to Styles. Back up and the tag
brings Styles in a few seconds later, meaning house can be
cleaned.  Perez  gets  in  the  way  of  the  Phenomenal  Forearm
though, leaving Styles to launch Sand onto Rodriguez. The
Phenomenal Forearm finished Mysterio at 11:46.

Rating: B-. Perfectly fine way to go here as Styles gets the
win before he likely loses the title match at Summerslam. It’s
still a good setup for the showdown though and that’s all it
needed to be. At the same time, you have the Kabuki Warriors
coming after the Women’s Tag Team Titles and that makes as
much sense as anything else.

Sheamus is happy with his win over Rusev last week. Grayson



Waller and New Day interrupt, with Waller making the mistake
of challenging Sheamus, meaning the match is set for later
tonight. New Day suddenly disappears.

Sheamus vs. Grayson Waller

Sheamus powers him into the corner to start and hits the big
powerslam. The Dublin Smile has Waller in more trouble and the
Regal Roll on the floor makes it worse. The ten forearms to
the chest rock Waller but Rusev pops up on the apron for a
distraction. Waller rolls him up for two, only for the Brogue
Kick to finish at 4:10.

Rating: C. The only way Waller was going to win here was if
Rusev cost Sheamus the match so they had a fine enough tease.
At the same time, we are probably coming up on a big rubber
match between Sheamus and Rusev, so there was no reason for
Sheamus to lose here. Granted there is pretty much no reason
for him to lose to Waller most of the time.

Post match Rusev beats Sheamus down with the shillelagh. The
Accolade leaves Sheamus laying.

Naomi isn’t worried about defending the title in a triple
threat match because she can fly high too.

Various wrestlers talk about Hulk Hogan’s star power.

Paul Heyman talks to Bronson Reed, saying with Seth Rollins on
the shelf, they are a group without a leader. Bron Breakker
comes in to say Reed is going to crush Jey Uso and the team
will reestablish dominance over WWE. Reed leaves and Breakker
says he has a plan. Heyman is confused.

Here is Lyra Valkyria for a chat. She has her Becky Lynch
stopping shoes on (they’re rather elevated) and recaps her
issues with Lynch. Cue Lynch’s music and she pops up behind
Valkyria, who takes her out with a dropkick through the ropes.
Valkyria beats her down with the kendo stick and Lynch runs



off. Well that was quick.

Earlier today, Sami Zayn was doing a sitdown interview about
Karrion Kross, when Kross and Scarlet interrupted. Kross said
he could attack Zayn again, but he didn’t because he is all
about making people show their true colors. Zayn won’t do it
though, and it’s starting to tick Kross off. That’s why after
Kross beats him at Summerslam, Zayn is going to admit that
Kross told the truth and then he can go on to become World
Champion. Zayn agrees, but when he beats Kross, he wants this
to end. See you at Summerslam. Kross smiles as Zayn leaves.

Bayley is upset that she’s missing Summerslam, just like she
missed Wrestlemania. She isn’t sure where she’s going from
here.

Naomi/Chelsea  Green/Secret  Hervice  vs.  Iyo  Sky/Rhea
Ripley/Nikki  Bella/Stephanie  Vaquer

Naomi and Ripley start things off, with Naomi getting knocked
out to the floor. It’s off to Bella, who clotheslines Green
down to take over. They head outside before Fyre gets in a
superkick to drop Bella. Niven adds a bottom rope elbow for
two and we take a break. We come back with Bella getting in a
kick to the face, allowing the tag to Sky. A backflip splits
up a double clothesline attempt so Green kicks Sky in the face
for two instead.

Naomi’s hanging Pedigree plants Sane and Fyre hits her Swanton
as everything breaks down. Niven Boss Man Slams Ripley but
Sane and Fyre knock each other down. Vaquer comes in to clean
house and Bella adds the Bella Buster, which has Naomi walking
out. Sky sends her back in for a springboard dropkick and
Ripley gives Niven Riptide. The SVB finishes Green at 14:35.

Rating: B. I had a heck of a time with this one, as they were
all out there going nuts for a good while. At the same time,
it’s about as perfect of a use of Bella as you can have. She
gets to do her big entrance, get the pop, do her stuff, and



then pose at the end. That’s a fine way to go and the fans
still love her, so let her do her stuff in small spurts.

Finn Balor gives Judgment Day a pep talk, telling them that
they can get past the loss earlier. Perez gives Dominik a new
gaming  system  to  play  WWE2K25  and  Raquel  Rodriguez  isn’t
impressed.

The winning team from the 8 woman tag celebrates but Sky stops
Ripley for a chat. Sky says Ripley has never beaten her and
never will. Ripley says they’ll see about that.

Tag Team Titles: LWO vs. Judgment Day

The LWO is challenging. Wilde takes Balor down to start and
hands it off to del Toro for a slingshot sunset flip. That’s
rolled through into a basement dropkick and McDonagh comes in
to send del Toro into the corner. The champs take over, with a
springboard moonsault giving McDonagh two. Del Toro gets up
and brings Wilde back in for the big dive to the floor as we
take a break.

We come back with Wilde still in trouble but he catapults
McDonagh into Balor on the apron. The tag brings del Toro in
to clean house, including a triangle dropkick to knock Balor
off the apron. Everything breaks down and a phoenix splash
gets two on Balor. Cue El Grande Americano so here is Dragon
Lee to pull him off the apron. Del Toro kicks McDonagh (with a
belt) off the apron and Wilde hits a heck of a flip dive to
drop him again. Cue another El Grande American to pull del
Toro off the top so Balor can hit the Coup de Grace and retain
at 11:16.

Rating: B. This got some time and I’m interested in where the
ending goes, as having a second El Grande Americano makes for
a curious twist. If nothing else, it could open a door for
someone who doesn’t have anything else going on (Butch or
Tyler Bate could be interesting) and there is always room for
a good masked man mystery. Other than that, the action worked



well with the LWO being their usual good selves, though there
was no reason to believe the titles were changing hands.

Here is Gunther for a chat. He calls last week’s exchange with
CM Punk a clean victory for him because he went face to face
with the best talker in the business. The fans remind Gunther
that  he  tapped  out  until  Gunther  says  he  left  Punk
speechless…and here is Punk to interrupt. Punk says he was
more dumbfounded than anything else. He doesn’t want to be
World Heavyweight Champion but rather he needs it like he
needs air. Or like the Red Wings need a 12th Stanley Cup.

Wrestling is his addiction and he wants to hold the title
above his head as a thank you to the fans. Punk is the best in
the world and he’s ready to prove that at Summerslam. This
isn’t apples to apples and he puts his hand over the mic when
Gunther tries to cut him off. There are levels to this, and
Gunther  will  find  that  out  at  Summerslam.  I  wasn’t  quite
feeling this one, but the match should be good.

Summerslam rundown.

Jey Uso vs. Bronson Reed

Uso walks through the entrance rather than going through the
crowd, which makes sense as doing two of those a night sounds
exhausting. Reed is back up with a knockdown of his own and
it’s time to choke on the ropes. The World’s Strongest Slam
plants Uso again and we take a break. We come back with Uso
slugging away to knock Reed outside. The dive drops him again
but here is Bronson Reed to spear Uso for the DQ at 7:01.

Rating: C. This didn’t have time to do much, though I do
always appreciate the big plan being “and then I hit the guy”.
I’m also glad that we didn’t see anyone lose a fall here, as
you don’t want to do that so close to a major Summerslam
match. Not much of a main event, but it feels like they have
something else in mind.



Post match the beatdown is on but here is Roman Reigns for the
save so the good guys can clear the ring. Stereo spears are
loaded  up  but  Reed  and  Breakker  actually  knock  them  down
(points for the surprise there). The big beatdown is on, with
Uso getting Tsunamied and reigns getting clotheslined from the
apron over the announcers’ table (Breakker jumps from the
floor to the table to pose to show off). Back in and another
Tsunami crushes Reigns as Breakker shouts that everyone here
works for him. Breakker spears Reigns and Uso through the
barricade and Reed STEALS REIGNS SHOES to end the show. This
was better than the opening segment and got me a lot more into
the match.

Overall Rating: B. Good action, a nice build towards the pay
per view, and decent enough talking to get us to Summerslam. I
liked the ending a good big and the eight woman tag was a lot
of fun. They covered a lot of stuff here and it made me more
interested in seeing Summerslam than I was coming in so I’ll
call this a rather successful show.

Results
AJ Styles/Kabuki Warriors b. Judgment Day – Phenomenal Forearm
to Mysterio
Sheamus b. Grayson Waller – Brogue Kick
Nikki  Bella/Rhea  Ripley/Stephanie  Vaquer/Iyo  Sky  b.  Secret
Hervice/Chelsea Green/Naomi – SVB to Green
Judgment Day b. LWO – Coup de Grace to del Toro
Jey Uso b. Bronson Reed via DQ when Bron Breakker interfered

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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