
Monday Night Raw – March 11,
1996: You’re Hot And You’re
Cold
Monday Night Raw
Date: March 11, 1996
Location: Freeman Coliseum, San Antonio, Texas
Attendance: 9,364
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Jerry Lawler

We’re less than three weeks away from Wrestlemania and this
time around we’re in Shawn Michaels’ hometown. That sounds
like it has quite a few makings for some Michaels excellence,
though the rest of Wrestlemania could use some attention of
its own. It’s not going so well thus far, but with a one hour
match on the card, there is only room for so much else. Let’s
get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening preview.

Opening sequence.

Savio Vega vs. Steve Austin

Austin, with Ted DiBiase, is now officially STONE COLD. Has a
nice ring to it no? I’m not sure on the white boots though.
Austin shoulders him down to start and grabs a headlock but
Vega is right back with a crossbody. Back up and Vega misses a
kick to the head, allowing Austin to hit an ax bomber of all
things.

Some choking on the ropes and a suplex give Austin two and he
fires off shoulders in the corner. As the beating ensues, we
see a former Olympian named Mark Henry sitting in the front
row. We take a break and come back with Austin dropping a leg
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to the back of the head for two. Vega is right back with a
hiptoss into the running spinwheel kick in the corner. They
brawl out to the floor and it’s a double countout at 9:51.

Rating: B-. These guys always worked well together and it was
good to see Austin getting the chance to be out there with
someone so talented. Vega really was an underrated in-ring
star and Austin has praised his work over the years. At the
same time, it’s cool to see Austin starting to develop into
the superstar he would become, as it’s quite the game changing
effort.

Post match the brawl stays on, with Vega clearing the ring to
set up their rematch at Wrestlemania.

We see a clip from during the break of Mark Henry muscling
Lawler around.

Here are Goldust and Marlena, plus Roddy Piper, for a chat.
Piper calls him a transvestite and mocks Goldust’s “movie”
from last week. He accuses Goldust of just trying to get
attention. Piper beat up Adrian Adonis with a baseball bat and
declares himself a lesbian. Goldust’s attempts at playing the
bagpipes doesn’t bother him but turning the Intercontinental
Title into a joke bothers him. Not even Freddy Kruger comes
into Piper’s nightmares but Goldust says he wants a piece of
Piper and drops to his knees.

Goldust invites him to his back lot as he slowly crawls around
Piper. He lifts up the kilt and asks for a sneak preview,
which is too far for Piper. Goldust licks his (own) lips and
slaps Piper, who slaps him back. The challenge is accepted,
with Piper promising to make a man out of him. To call this
not good would be an understatement, but there is only so much
that they could do with Piper being brought in as a last
second replacement for the suspended Razor Ramon.

Godwinns vs. Jerry Meade/Alex Porteau



Henry clothesline Meade down to start and it’s off to Phineas,
who fights out of the corner. House is quickly cleaned and
Henry gives Porteau the Slop Drop for the pin at 1:52.

Shawn Michaels was in his hometown of San Antonio earlier with
Jose Lothario and we look at their training regimen.

Meanwhile, Bret Hart is training in Calgary, meaning a lot of
cardio and working with Stu Hart. Bret agrees that Michaels is
good, but he isn’t the best.

Video on the Ultimate Warrior.

Hunter Hearst Helmsley vs. Vin Grier

Helmsley, who is facing the Warrior at Wrestlemania, starts
fast with a suplex. The quick beating doesn’t take long as
Helmsley finishes with the Pedigree at 1:52.

Scheme Gene previews the Huckster vs. the Nacho Man, which
involves the Huckster being old and the Nacho Man having a
bald spot. At least this was a bit better than mocking Ted
Turner to no end.

Yokozuna/Undertaker vs. Owen Hart/British Bulldog

During  Undertaker’s  entrance,  Diesel  doesn’t  seem  to  be
impressed. Undertaker and Yokozuna tease a brawl before the
bell but wind up taking out the other two instead. Yokozuna
drops the big leg on Bulldog and Undertaker takes Hart outside
as Diesel comes in for a cheap shot on Paul Bearer. That’s
enough for Undertaker to give chase and we take a break. We
come back with Hart dropping an elbow for two on Yokozuna, who
fights up anyway. Cue Vader to jump Yokozuna for the DQ at
5:20.

Rating: C. This wasn’t much of a match and was more about
advancing/likely setting up stuff for Wrestlemania. That’s a
good enough way to wrap up the show as Wrestlemania needs some
more build outside of the main event. Undertaker vs. Diesel is



the second biggest match on the card and Diesel going after
Bearer is as good of a way to go as any.

Post match Ahmed Johnson and Jake Roberts run in for the save
and brawl to end the show.

Overall  Rating:  B-.  This  show  was  about  building  towards
Wrestlemania and that’s a good sign with just a few weeks to
go before the pay per view. A bunch of the matches were
advanced in the span of an hour, with the big angle at the end
likely setting up a six man tag. Good, efficient show here and
that’s what Wrestlemania needed.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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