
Monday Night Raw – March 25,
1996: All for One
Monday Night Raw
Date: March 25, 1996
Location: Freeman Coliseum, San Antonio, Texas
Attendance: 9,364
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Jerry Lawler

It’s the last Raw before Wrestlemania and the big question is
what kind of jokes can the WWF make about Ted Turner. That’s
been the last big thing we’ve seen over the last few weeks at
the end of the show so we must need to see it again here.
Hopefully they have time to talk about Wrestlemania a bit here
too. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Shawn Michaels vs. Leif Cassidy

Marty Jannetty is here with Cassidy so Michaels debuts his
official manager: Jose Lothario. After some generic comments
from Lothario about how Michaels is going to Wrestlemania and
an enthusiastic handshake from Cassidy, Bret Hart comes out
for commentary. Michaels takes over on the arm to start before
a running crossbody gets two. Back up and Cassidy grabs a
sitout spinebuster for two before grabbing a surfboard.

We take a break and come back with Cassidy grabbing a chinlock
but getting reversed into an exchange of rollups. Cassidy
superplexes him for two but Michaels is back with a top rope
clothesline. Jannetty trips him down though, with Hart getting
up for the save. The superkick finishes for Michaels at 11:18.

Rating: B-. Cassidy was a good choice to put in this spot as
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he could wrestle a nice technical match against just about
anyone and you know Michaels can work well in that spot. The
Jannetty connection at ringside was a nice choice and they
even teased a bit of drama with Hart. The main event of
Wrestlemania is carrying the show and that’s going to need to
be the case given the rest of the card.

Post match Michaels thinks Hart tripped him but Lothario calms
things down. Hart says he’s ready to give Michaels a beating
like he’s never received at Wrestlemania.

Hunter Hearst Helmsley vs. Aldo Montoya

Montoya starts fast and slams Helmsley, who gets his knees up
to block a splash. Back up and Helmsley hits a jumping knee
into  the  curtsy.  The  knee  drop  gives  Helmsley  two  and  a
clothesline gets three more near falls. Montoya fights back
and hits a dropkick, followed by a high crossbody for two. The
Pedigree gives Helmsley the fast pin at 4:43.

Rating: C. Not much here as Helmsley isn’t going to have
trouble against someone like Montoya. At the end of the day,
Helmsley is ready for a high profile match at Wrestlemania and
Montoya is Montoya. That doesn’t leave much room here and the
match was about what you would have expected.

We see Goldust in a Hollywood back lot, where he gets rather
close to a Roddy Piper mannequin, which he then destroys.

Next week: Mankind.

Here are Undertaker and Paul Bearer for a chat. Bearer recaps
the feud with Diesel, including Diesel attacking Bearer two
weeks ago. This led to Diesel seeing himself in a casket in
quite the creepy moment. Undertaker says Diesel caused this to
happen and promises to make him rest in peace at Wrestlemania.

We get one more Shawn Michaels training video.

Video on Hart vs. Michaels, with Hart talking about his plans



to capitalize on Michaels’ mistakes.

Owen Hart vs. Ahmed Johnson

Jim Cornette is here with Hart as Vince goes on some rant
about how the WWF makes sure that you get your money’s worth
around here. Johnson powers him down to start and then does it
again as the British Bulldog comes out to watch. Hart tries to
pick up the pace but charges into a bearhug. Bulldog offers a
distraction though and Johnson gets knocked to the floor as we
take a break. We come back with Bulldog loading up the Pearl
River Plunge but Bulldog comes in for the DQ at 5:34. Not
enough shown to rate but it was just a way to get to the post
match brawl.

Post match the beatdown is on, with Vader, Jake Roberts and
Yokozuna coming in for the big brawl.

We wrap it up with a big music video on Bret Hart, either
inspired by or set to You Start The Fire by Billy Joel (not
the biggest music fan so that’s likely wrong).

Overall Rating: C+. The opener was the best part here but what
matters the most is that we’re finally to Wrestlemania. That’s
a show that has been needing to happen already, as the Hart
vs. Michaels match is taking up so much TV time. It makes
sense as it’s such a big chunk of the card, but dang that
makes for some rough TV. They did well enough here, but it’s
hard to find a more one match Wrestlemania card.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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