Summerslam 2025 Night One:
They Earned The “Aww Man”
Face

Summerslam 2025 Night One

Date: August 2, 2025

Location: Metlife Stadium, East Rutherford, New Jersey
Commentators: Michael Cole, Wade Barrett

It’s a weird feeling to say this is just the first half of
Summerslam, but this is just the first half of Summerslam. The
show is in a stadium again and that should make for a big time
feeling, which was certainly the case last year. The main
event of the first night is Gunther defending the Raw World
Title against CM Punk, which should be a good one. Let’s get
to it.

Breeland sings God Bless America.

Someone named Druski says this isn’t your usual weekend.
Undertaker says something is going down. We see various clips
of celebrities and online reactions, with the idea apparently
being more that talking about/reacting to the moments are more
important than the moments themselves.

Special host Cardi B comes out wearing a bunch of feathers.
She screeches a bit about various wrestlers, says we’re in the
Tri-State, and welcomes us to the show. This continues to be a
concept that doesn’t need to be there.

Roman Reigns/Jey Uso vs. Bronson Reed/Bron Breakker

Paul Heyman is here with the villains, including Reed, who has
Reigns’ stolen shoes (the Shoe-la Fala, which I wish I was
smart enough to have thought of) from Raw. The brawl is on to
start and Reigns/Uso clears the ring, meaning we get an encore
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of Uso’s entrance. Breakker pulls Reigns outside and the brawl
is on again, with Uso hitting a big dive to the floor to take
everyone out.

Back in and Breakker knocks Uso into the corner for a
clothesline, allowing Reed to drive a knee into Uso’s neck.
Breakker isn’t done and hits a big running shoulder to drop
Reigns on the floor for an impressive visual. Reigns is back
up on the apron as Breakker shouts a lot. A double splash
crushes Uso again and Breakker continues to look incredibly
cocky. Breakker grabs a chinlock..and starts to sing a song
about how Reigns sucks and should have stayed away.

A gorilla press gutbuster (with separate camera shots of
Heyman and commentary for a new visual) gets two on Uso but
Breakker misses the diving clothesline to the announcers’
table. Back in and Uso goes for the tag but Breakker dives in
to cut him off, with Reed pulling Reigns off the apron at the
same time. Uso 1is able to come back with a Maivia Hurricane,
which is finally enough for the tag off to Reigns.

House is quickly cleaned and Reigns knocks Breakker outside,
setting up the big dive...which goes over both villains,
thankfully with Reigns rolling through to mostly land on his
back. Back in and Reigns gives Breakker a release Rock Bottom
but Reed is in off a blind tag. Uso gets a blind tag of his
own and walks into a Death Valley Driver for two. Reed sends
him outside for the big suicide dive, followed by Breakker
hitting the running clothesline to knock Reigns over the
announcers’ table.

Back in and a Steiner Bulldog gets two on Uso but Reigns 1is
back up with the Superman Punch on the floor. The spear sends
Breakker through the barricade and the Tsunami is broken up.
Back in and the 1D hits Reed, with Breakker diving in for the
save. Breakker takes his straps down, pulls them back up and
then pulls them back down to fire himself up again. Reigns
shoves Uso out of the way of the Super Spear though and takes



it himself, leaving Uso to superkick Breakker. The spear and
Superfly Splash finish Reed at 21:13.

Rating: B+. This started off slowly and wound up being a bunch
of crazy athletic people throwing themselves all over the
place. There 1is something so cool about watching people of
this size and strength doing this kind of stuff, and that’s
not even including Breakker’s near psychotic ranting during
the match. Heck of a spectacle here, with Breakker looking
like a future/current star.

We recap Judgment Day defending the Women’'s Tag Team Titles
against Alexa Bliss/Charlotte. The idea is neither team 1is
really friends but they have to work together. Charlotte and
Bliss are starting to get it together though and that could be
dangerous.

Women’'s Tag Team Titles: Charlotte/Alexa Bliss vs. Judgment
Day

Judgment Day is defending. Bliss and Charlotte aren’t sure who
should start and the champs take them down as a result. Perez
hammers away on Bliss but gets caught with a headscissors.
Charlotte comes in and 1is quickly choked on the ropes to put
her in trouble as well. Rodriguez grabs the chinlock but
Charlotte fights up, allowing the tag back to Bliss. The house
cleaning doesn’t last long as Rodriguez powers Bliss down for
another chinlock.

That’s broken up as well but Bliss can’t get a sunset flip.
Perez comes back in and gets forearmed down, allowing
Charlotte to come back in with a double high crossbody. The
moonsault hits Perez and Rodriguez but Perez is back up with a
moonsault. Bliss forearms Charlotte by mistake and has to make
a save after Pop Rox. Bliss loads up Sister Abigail on Perez
but has to wait for Charlotte to tease kicking her in the
face. Charlotte kicks Rodriguez instead though and the Sister
Abigail gives us new champions at 13:36.



Rating: B. Good stuff here, with everyone working hard and the
story of Charlotte and Bliss teasing issues worked well. It
wasn’t helpful that neither of the teams have been together
very long, but that kind of made for an interesting story.
Good stuff here and better than I was expecting for a nice
surprise.

Various wrestlers argue over and then share pizza.

Karrion Kross vs. Sami Zayn

The idea here 1s Kross wants Zayn to come to the dark side
while Zayn wants to stay on the good side, with the winner
having to admit the other was right. Kross hammers him down in
the corner but Zayn is back with a middle rope ax handle. Back
up and Kross takes over again in the corner, demanding that
Zayn “say it you dumb ba****x* "

Kross loads up a pipe shot but it gets taken away, allowing
Zayn to knock him back down. Scarlett hands Zayn the pipe and
tells him to embrace the dark side..but he throws it outside
instead. The distraction lets Kross grab a rollup for two,
only for the Helluva to finish him off at 8:10.

Rating: C. Well that was certainly something that happened.
This was pretty easily the weakest looking match on the card
and that’s exactly what it was so far. It wasn’t so much that
there was no drama as it could have gone either way, but it
didn’'t exactly feel important enough to be here. Hopefully
Zayn gets to move on to something better, because this was
only so interesting.

Hulk Hogan tribute, with Nick Hogan here.

We recap Tiffany Stratton defending the Smackdown Women’s
Title against Jade Cargill. Stratton is the new top star but
Cargill is a monster who won the Queen Of The Ring. The result
1s basically a big showdown.



Smackdown Women'’s Title: Tiffany Stratton vs. Jade Cargill

Stratton is defending and we get the Big Match Intros. They
start fast with Stratton knocking her outside and hitting a
suicide dive. Cargill is fine enough to hit a suplex on the
floor but Stratton is right back with a knockdown of her own.
Back in and great looking Swanton connects for two on Cargill
but Cargill muscles her up into a suplex.

Stratton reverses another into a falcon arrow for two more but
the Prettiest Moonsault Ever hits raised boots. Jaded connects
for two, as Stratton rolls into the corner. With that not
working, Cargill hits a chokeslam and takes her up for a super
Jaded, only for Stratton to reverse into a super victory roll.
The Prettiest Moonsault Ever retains completely clean at 7:03.

Rating: B-. This could have been a near disaster and it wound
up going pretty well. It definitely felt like a match that was
planned out at a very intricate level, but that’s what you
should be doing with two people at this experience level. Good
enough here and I’'ll take that over what could have been quite
the mess.

We recap Jelly Roll/Randy Orton vs. Drew McIntyre/Logan Paul.
Roll was doing a performance on Smackdown but Paul
interrupted, saying he didn’t like outsiders around here.
McIntyre joined Paul in going after Roll, which drew out Orton
because he likes Roll’s music. A tag match was made.

Drew McIntyre/Logan Paul vs. Randy Orton/Jelly Roll

Paul decks Roll before the bell and Roll tags himself in to
get things going. Roll fights back and uses some big forearms
(as keeping it simple is his best option) before it’'s off to
McIntyre. Roll makes the mistake of turning his back to make
the tag and gets slapped in the back of his head. That'’s
enough for Roll to stay in, with McIntyre saying this is the
day that the music dies.



Some snap jabs rock McIntyre, who is right back with a Glasgow
Kiss. A double suplex drops Roll again and it’s back to Paul
for an arrogant cover. McIntyre hammers away again as the fans
want Orton, who gets knocked off the apron. Roll is able to
send McIntyre flying over the top though and the much needed
tag brings in Orton. The hanging DDT drops McIntyre and Orton
plants him onto the announcers’ table.

Paul gets the same treatment but McIntyre is back up with the
Claymore. Paul’s loaded right hand knocks Roll silly and he
puts him on to the announcers’ table, which can’'t end well.
Paul goes up top, toasts some Prime, and hits a huge splash
for the exploding table. That’s enough for a stretcher to be
brought out but Roll is able to walk out, albeit with help.
Orton is left alone against the villains and a Blockbuster
gives Paul two.

McIntyre goes up but gets caught in a superplex to leave both
of them down. That'’s enough for Roll to get back up on the
apron for the tag and the fans approve. Some clotheslines set
up a chokeslam to Paul and a Boss Man Slam drops McIntyre.
Paul goes up but dives into a powerslam, leaving McIntyre to
Claymore Roll. The RKO drops McIntyre so Paul posts Orton. One
heck of a frog splash gives Paul the pin on Roll at 17:07.

Rating: B. This was a good time and that’s what it was
supposed to be. Roll was absolutely trying out there and while
he was clearly winded, he was giving it everything he had. At
the same time though, Paul and McIntyre were incredible as the
jerks who thought this was beneath them and were having a
great time wrecking Roll. That'’s all this needed to be and
ultimately, it would have been a big stretch to have the heels
lose. Good, entertaining stuff here, with the villains being
the high spot.

Here’'s what's coming tomorrow.

We recap Gunther defending the Raw World Title against CM



Punk. The video looks at various big Punk runs over the years,
including the Summer Of Punk in 2005, and how Punk is able to
do rather well in the summer months. Gunther on the other hand
is a monster who is ready to smash through Punk’s last run at
glory.

Raw World Title: Gunther vs. CM Punk

Punk 1is challenging and is rocking some Fantastic Four
inspired gear. Gunther goes for the arm to start and backs
Punk to the ropes, with Punk ducking away for a break. Punk
gets backed into the corner but blocks a chop to start going
after Gunther’s hand. With that not working, Gunther knocks
him into the corner but charges into a raised boot, allowing
Punk to start in on the arm.

The big chop catches Punk though and it’s time to cringe on
the mat. Punk is right back to the arm and knees away before
firing off his own chops. Gunther gets creative by chopping
the leg and then tying Punk in the Tree 0f Woe for more
chopping. More chops have Punk down and a hard slam drops him
again. Gunther grabs an abdominal stretch so Punk reverses
into one of his own, only for Gunther to boot him in the face.

Back up and Punk tries to pick up the pace, earning himself
another boot to the face. Gunther chops him into the ropes,
with Punk bouncing back up and getting kicked in the face for
a third time. Punk strikes away at the legs, earning himself
another hard chop to cut him down. Gunther starts mocking him
as they go to the mat, with a chinlock not lasting long. Punk
can't get the Sharpshooter so Gunther puts one of his own on,
and even does a bicep pose with the bad arm.

That’s reversed into the same thing from Punk (from his back,
ala Bret Hart in 1991), with Gunther making it over to the
ropes. Gunther comes back with more chops but walks into a leg
lariat. A not great powerbomb out of the corner gives Gunther
two and Punk pulls him into a triangle choke. That'’s broken up



as well so Punk hits the running knee in the corner, followed
by the bulldog for two.

Gunther drops him again and hits the frog splash for two but
has to escape a quick GTS attempt. Another powerbomb drops
Punk again and another powerbomb gives Gunther two. The boot
choke in the corner has Punk mostly dead on the floor but he
sends Gunther over the announcers’ table. Gunther comes up
gushing blood so Punk strikes away and hits the top rope elbow
for two. Back up and Gunther pulls him into the sleeper but
Punk reverses into a pair of GTS’s for the pin and the title
at 30:25.

Rating: A-. Outstanding stuff here, with Punk surviving
everything Gunther threw at him and finally coming out on top
after all of the violence. That’'s what this should have been,
with Gunther winning the title back felt like a way to
transition it to someone else. This is the kind of win that
Punk needed at some point, as you can only talk about being
the best in the world for so long before you need to actually
win something. That’'s what we got here and it was after a heck
of a match against a monster like Gunther.

Post match Punk celebrates the win...and here comes Seth
Rollins (Punk’s “aww man” face is great), albeit on crutches.
Rollins turns to leave but stops, turns around, and takes the
brace off. He runs to the ring, beats Punk down with the
briefcase and it’s cash in time.

Raw World Title: CM Punk vs. Seth Rollins

Punk 1is defending but also dead, so it’s a Stomp to make
Rollins champion at 10 seconds. Yeah it was fairly
predictable, yeah it was annoying, yeah it’'s been done, but NO
MORE BRIEFCASES FOR ABOUT TEN MONTHS means Christmas just came
early. Also of note: the rest of Rollins’ stable was out for
the celebration and Bron Breakker’s leg was taped up and he
had a pronounced limp.



Overall Rating: A-. Other than the big moment at the end, this
was in the vein of an old school Summerslam, with some good
action but not much in the way of serious stuff. That’s a good
way to go, with even the worst match (Zayn vs. Kross) being
totally decent. That main event was outstanding and I can go
with the idea of Rollins cashing in, if nothing else due to
the briefcases being completely gone. I had an awesome time
with this show and it’s worth a look, if nothing else for
being wrapped up in about three and a half hours.

Results

Jey Uso/Roman Reigns b. Bronson Reed/Bron Breakker — Superfly
Splash to Reed

Charlotte/Alexa Bliss b. Judgment Day — Sister Abigail to
Perez

Sami Zayn b. Karrion Kross — Helluva Kick

Tiffany Stratton b. Jade Cargill — Prettiest Moonsault Every
Logan Paul/Drew McIntyre b. Randy Orton/Jelly Roll - Frog
splash to Roll

CM Punk b. Gunther — GTS

Seth Rollins b. CM Punk — Stomp

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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