
Superstars – August 17, 1996:
Prelude To A Slam (Includes
Full Show)
We’re one day before Summerslam and that means this is going

to be the big push towards the show. That could go in a
variety of ways, though I’m not sure how much I’d expect from
what was definitively the B show at this point. It’s not a
great time for the company either, but there is some talent

worth seeing. Let’s get to it.

Superstars
Date: August 17, 1996
Location: Yakima Sun Dome, Yakima, Washington
Attendance: 2,922
Commentators: Jim Ross, Vince McMahon, Mr. Perfect

The opening recap looks at Ahmed Johnson needing surgery and
having to vacate the Intercontinental Title.

Opening sequence, which is a country style theme (and sounds
like it’s being sung by Michael Hayes).

Commentary runs down the card.

Undertaker vs. Who

Paul Bearer is here with Undertaker (in what would be the last
time for the original team, at least when it comes to a
traditional entrance). Who jumps him to start and hammers away
in the corner, earning himself a jumping clothesline. The
Tombstone finishes fast at 1:08.

Ahmed Johnson, in a snazzy red robe, talks about how the
mental pain is worse than the physical pain.
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We look at Johnson’s recent success and how everything has
stopped,  with  the  Intercontinental  Title  being  vacated.  A
tournament is starting next week on Raw, but it isn’t clear if
or when Johnson will return to the ring. There will also be a
mini battle royal for his previously won WWF Title shot.

It’s off to Slam Jam, with the big final push of Summerslam.

Jerry Lawler is ready to make Jake Roberts see a lot of
doubles, just like when he’s drunk!

Roberts is ready to get revenge on Lawler.

Savio Vega/Freddie Joe Floyd vs. Uncle Zebekiah/Justin Hawk
Bradshaw

This is fallout from Zebekiah and Bradshaw branding Vega.
Zebekiah bails to the floor so Vega hammers on Bradshaw, with
Floyd coming in for a double dropkick. Floyd kicks Bradshaw in
the case for a quick two as the rapid tags continue. Bradshaw
finally manages to kick Floyd out to the floor as commentary
talks about the Summerslam Tag Team Title match. Zebekiah gets
in a clothesline on the floor and it’s a double team in the
corner to keep Floyd in trouble as we take a break.

We come back with Vega having to save Floyd but that’s not
enough for the actual tag. Bradshaw grabs a Russian legsweep
for two but a jumping back elbow gets Floyd out of trouble.
Vega comes in to clean house, with a spinning kick to the face
getting two on Zebekiah as everything breaks down. Zebekiah
misses a branding iron shot to Vega and gets rolled up for the
fast pin at 9:37.

Rating: C+. This is what you would get on Superstars around
this point, as it was more about giving something to the lower
level stars. Vega vs. Bradshaw might not be a top level feud
but it is at least a story and something that got a few weeks
to build. Floyd might not be a top level star, but he’s more
than good in the ring. Zebekiah is fine as a second for



Bradshaw, as long as you understand that he’s so banged up
from a harsh career that he can’t do much in the ring.

Post match the brawl stays on with Floyd getting double teamed
until Vega makes the save with the branding iron.

Video on Shawn Michaels vs. Vader, with Vader pinning Michaels
at In Your House: International Incident. Michaels knows that
he is in danger and wants the Kliq to support him more than
ever.

Crush vs. Aldo Montoya

Clarence Mason is here with Crush. Montoya gets knocked down
to start and the neck crank is already on. Crush thumbs him in
the neck and the tilt-a-whirl backbreaker cuts off Montoya’s
comeback attempt. The big clothesline sends Montoya outside
and Crush powers him inside without much trouble. A shoulder
breaker into the full nelson finishes for Crush at 3:11.

Rating: C. Crush is someone who got chance after chance and
while it could have been worse, he never became the star that
the company seemed to want him to be. Granted putting him in
there with Mason wasn’t the best way to go, as Mason wasn’t
going to make Crush feel important. For now though, not a
terrible start for Crush’s singles run, but I’m not getting my
hopes up.

Video on Undertaker vs. Mankind.

Mankind vs. Billy Two Eagles

Mankind hammers him down into the corner to start and shrugs
off a boot to the face. A swinging neckbreaker (with Mankind
pulling the hair of course), setting up the Mandible Claw for
the fast win at 1:48.

Another Slam Jam looks at the Tag Team Title match, with the
Smoking Gunns/Sunny thinking that the company is against them.
The Bodydonnas just want the titles back.



The Stalker talks about wanting to hunt various people. The
introduction called him Barry Windham, so why not just let him
be that?

Sunny  teases  various  limited  material  swimsuits  for  the
Summerslam pre-show.

Steve Austin vs. Marc Mero

Sable is here with Mero, who knocks him into the corner to
start. They go outside, where Austin yells a lot and kicks him
in the ribs to take over. Back in and Mero takes him down into
an armbar as Marlena and Goldust joins commentary. Goldust
talks about being a zookeeper at Summerslam as Austin makes
the comeback and knees Mero in the head. We take a break and
come back with Austin holding a chinlock. Mero fights up and
snaps off a headscissors as Mankind comes out to tell Sable
(“Mommy”) that he’s been a naughty boy. Mero goes after him
for the save and that’s a DQ at 9:43.

Rating: C+. The match was pretty good, which shouldn’t be a
surprise given who was involved, but dang there was too much
going on with the whole thing. The ending was a bit of a cheap
way to prevent both of them from losing, but at least the
match wasn’t boring. Just slow down a bit next time.

Post match the brawl is on until Undertaker comes out for the
save, with Sable running away in terror to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. Well, the show was designed to make me
more  interested  in  seeing  Summerslam  and  that  went  well
enough.  At  the  same  time,  Summerslam  1996  is  only  so
interesting of a show in the first place. It’s an absolute two
match show and pretty much nothing more, with what we got on
here not exactly being enough to carry it that much higher.
The action here was fine, but it was very clear that Raw was
the thing and had been for a very long time.

 



 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

