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We’re at a bit of a milestone here and we are celebrating it
with…well more of the #1 contenders tournament actually as Ron
Killings  needs  a  new  challenger.  Other  than  that,  the
Disciples of the New Church are back and seem to want the Tag
Team Titles. Mr. Wrestling III is getting closer to being
unmasked as well so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We look at some TNA wrestlers at the NWA 54th Anniversary Show
and….my goodness OVW looked better at this point.

Opening sequence.

We run down the card.

We recap Jorge Estrada/Priscilla losing to Bruce/Ace Steel
last week, because this needs to keep being a thing.

Bruce, now with rather shiny high heeled shoes, has made up
with Lenny Lane, who might fill in for him as Miss TNA.
Goldilocks says Bruce is a b****.

Bruce vs. Jorge Estrada

Lenny  and  Priscilla  are  both  here  and  if  Estrada  wins,
Priscilla is the new Miss TNA (I think). After a quick hug
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from Lenny, they go to the mat for some quick grappling.
Estrada  grabs  some  armdrags  and  hammers  away,  only  for
Priscilla to get on the apron. The distraction lets Lane come
in for a cheap shot and Bruce gets an early near fall. Lenny
comes in again so Estrada rolls both of them up for two at the
same time (cool with the ref). Bruce goes to the eyes to take
over and they crash out to the floor, with the seconds helping
to put them back in.

Back in and Bruce gets two off a springboard sunset flip, only
for Estrada to come back with a headlock takeover out of the
corner. The Lionsault hits raised knees though and Bruce hits
a spinning reverse powerbomb. Priscilla comes in again to kiss
Bruce  (he’s  not  a  fan)  so  Lenny  gives  chase,  earning  a
slingshot  dive  from  Estrada.  The  chase  is  on  and
Bruce…actually slips on a banana peel (as dropped by Lenny)
for the countout at 8:49.

Rating: D. I have run out of ways to describe how much I can’t
stand  the  whole  Bruce  deal.  It  isn’t  funny,  it  isn’t
interesting, it is as low level comedy as you can get and
somehow it’s getting even worse. The match literally ended
because someone slipped on a banana peel. I’m sure the people
writing the show find it hilarious but this terrible stuff is
cutting away all of the positives that the decent wrestling
cause. Terrible stuff here, as usual.

Post match Priscilla is crowned…but Lenny takes away the tiara
and  sash  to  return  them  to  Bruce.  As  I  guess  this  is
continuing.

Sonny Siaki is ready to move on in the tournament. He hits on
Goldilocks too, as is his custom.

#1 Contenders Tournament Semifinals: BG James vs. Sonny Siaki

I’m not sure why the semifinals are starting before the first
round is done but the previous match ended because of banana
peel slippage so there are bigger problems. Before the match,



James says the same thing he always says before getting jumped
to start. James fights back and knocks him into the corner
before working on the arm.

Siaki takes him down and starts in on the knee, including some
general cranking. An Indian Deathlock stays on the leg before
Siaki starts dropping down on the leg, allowing James to kick
him out to the floor. Back in and Siaki hits his running
Blockbuster for two but here is Jerry Lynn for a distraction.
James is back with a neckbreaker into the pumphandle slam for
the pin at 7:08 (with Siaki popping his arm up at 3.1).

Rating: D+. Siaki is good at what he does but James is just so
generic  in  the  ring  and  living  off  his  reputation.  The
distraction finish didn’t help either, and now James is on his
way to a #1 contenders match. I’m not sure how that’s supposed
to be appealing, but at least James is someone with a bit of
star power.

We look back at the return of the Disciples Of The New Church,
as they laid out America’s Most Wanted last week.

America’s Most Wanted is ready to bring their own evil. This
was by far the most fire both of them have ever shown and it
worked.

Tag Team Titles: Disciples Of The New Church vs. America’s
Most Wanted

The  Disciples,  with  James  Mitchell,  are  challenging  and
Mitchell talks about how evil his team can be. The champs
charge in to start the brawl fast with the Disciples getting
beaten up on the floor. Back in and Slash is already busted
open, with Storm dropping a top rope elbow for two.

Lee takes Storm outside for a ram into the barricade though
and the villains take over as we settle down. An elbow misses
though and Harris gets the tag to clean house. Everything
breaks down and Slash chairs Harris on the head for two,



leaving  Mitchell  rather  peeved.  A  double  clothesline  gets
Harris out of trouble and it’s back to Storm as everything
breaks down. Lee grabs a spike to stab the champs though and
that’s a DQ at 7:44.

Rating: C+. The ending was there to set up a rematch and
that’s a good thing for AMW. They need challengers and a pair
of monsters who are all about violence is a good choice. It
wouldn’t surprise me to see the titles change hands to give
AMW a real issue for once. This was more of a preview than
anything else and in this case, that’s a good thing.

Post match the Disciples keep up the beating and the champs
are left laying. Slash is covered in blood and looks like a
monster.

#1 Contenders Tournament First Round: Brian Lawler vs. Syxx
Pac

April is here with Lawler, who polishes up a seat for her.
Lawler wants revenge so he jumps Pac on the floor and sends
him into the steps. They get inside for the bell and trade
some right hands in the corner as April screeches a lot. She
won’t slap Pac, but does make sure Lawler knows everything is
fine. Pac fights back and knocks him to the floor, where
Lawler gets in a crotching against the post.

Back in and Lawler misses the Hip Hop Drop (might have spent
too much time flipping off the fans), allowing Pac to hit the
Bronco Buster. Hold on though as he goes outside to kiss
April, earning a superkick from Lawler. Back in and Lawler
hammers away but yells for April to get on the apron, which is
enough of a distraction for Pac to hit an X Factor for the win
at 5:02.

Rating: D+. Pac is trying and there are worse choices than
Lawler for an in-ring star, but at the same time, OH SWEET
GOODNESS THIS APRIL STUFF IS HORRIBLE! I have absolutely no
idea why I’m supposed to care about Lawler or anything he’s



doing, including his issues with April. The story just keeps
going and it’s putting so much focus on Lawler, who really
isn’t interesting in the first place.

Post match Pac holds up April’s hand, though she doesn’t seem
thrilled. So our hero is a kidnapper…and never mind as Lawler
has a heart attack. April goes back to check on him…and more
on this near death experience later.

Ron Killings has signed a contract to face Mr. Wrestling III
for the World Title so come see him.

Here is Jeff Jarrett to interrupt. He calls all of the top
good guys idiots and looks at the contract for Mr. Wrestling
III’s World Title shot. Jarrett says if he’s Mr. Wrestling
III, all he has to do is sign the contract and get the title
shot that he wants. He rips up the contract, saying he’s
winning the tournament and getting the title shot on his own.

Kid Kash vs. Ace Steel vs. Jose Maximo vs. Joel Maximo vs.
Tony Mamaluke

Elimination tables match for a future X-Division Title shot.
The fight starts before Steel comes in but he joins the brawl,
with the ring announcer having to throw him in as well. They
go outside so Kash can hit a dive before going inside to brawl
with Steel. Mamaluke Fujiwara armbars Jose, which is broken up
for no apparent reason.

Joel powerbombs Kash on the floor but the Maximos’ double
super Spanish Fly is broken up. Instead Mamaluke chokes Joel
as the first tables are thrown in. Steel chokebombs Mamaluke
off a table in the corner but Mamaluke sends Steel through
another table for the elimination at 6:18. Mamaluke sets up a
second table on the floor but Joel puts him on the first table
for the moonsault and the elimination at 8:16.

Back  in  and  Kash  brainbusters  Joel  onto  his  knee  and
hurricanranas both Maximos down at the same time. A Cactus



Clothesline puts everyone on the floor and Kash lays Joel on
the table at ringside. Kash’s super hurricanrana sends Jose
through Joel for the double elimination and the win at 12:57.

Rating: C+. And here we have a pristine example of the big
issue with the way TNA is presented. It’s fine enough to have
a five way match for a future title shot and even having it as
an elimination match is acceptable. But then, for no logical
reason, it’s all about the tables. There’s no reason for that
to be added in, but here we are, with one extra stipulation
thrown in for the sake of making things more complicated. Oh
and why is Mamaluke in the same match as Kash when Kash beat
him last week?

Video on Curt Hennig vs. Jeff Jarrett.

Here is Jarrett to say that he and Hennig had a title match
scheduled tonight but no one has seen Hennig. Jarrett lists
off his resume for some reason and here is Hennig, in street
clothes, to start the brawl.

Jeff Jarrett vs. Curt Hennig

Hennig knocks him into the corner to start and the beating is
on, with Hennig using a variety of choking. The referee tries
to take a chair away from Hennig, who knocks him down and
takes Jarrett inside for some HennigPlexes as the referee
throws it out for the DQ at 4:32.

Rating: C. Somehow this was one of the better parts of the
night, if nothing else because it showed emotion and logically
followed something that happened last week. Hennig and Jarrett
might not be the most interesting these days, but they know
what  they’re  doing.  You  can  put  them  out  there  and  get
something out of them, with Hennig showing fire here, even if
it wasn’t really anything close to a match.

Don West runs down the card for next week.



Video on Jerry Lynn vs. AJ Styles.

X-Division Title: Jerry Lynn vs. AJ Styles

Styles, with Mortimer Plumtree, is defending. Lynn works on a
wristlock to start but Styles spins out and we go to an early
standoff.  An  exchange  of  headlock  takeovers  doesn’t  go
anywhere so Lynn flips around a bit to take Styles down,
meaning it’s time for some staring. Back up and Styles backs
him into the corner but Lynn hits a middle rope spinning
crossbody.

The  chinlock  goes  on  for  a  bit,  with  Styles  fighting  up
without much trouble. A backbreaker gives Lynn two and he
drops Styles throat first across the top rope for two more.
Styles is sent to the apron for a triangle dropkick before
Lynn sends him into the steps. Lynn drops him throat first
across the barricade and then cuts off a dropkick off of said
barricade. Back in and Styles sends him crashing outside,
where Plumtree gets in a cheap shot so Styles can hit a dive.

A powerbomb is countered with another hurricanrana but Styles
grabs  a  dragon  sleeper.  That’s  reversed  into  a  powerbomb
flipped into a facebuster, but Plumtree gets on the apron for
a distraction. Instead Lynn hits a sitout powerbomb to leave
both of them down. Back up and Lynn suplexes him into the
corner, setting up the cradle piledriver for two and a shocked
kickout face.

The TKO gives Lynn two more, as Sonny Siaki comes out to pull
the referee. Styles sends Lynn face first into a chair in the
corner, followed by the Styles Clash for two of his own. Lynn
catches him on top with a superplex so Styles tries another
Clash, which is reversed into a cradle Tombstone to give Lynn
the title back at 21:04.

Rating: B+. Maybe it’s everything else I’ve had to sit through
on this show, but I had a good time with this one. Take two
rather good wrestlers with a history together, let them have a



lot of time, and put together one of the better matches TNA
has had to date. Lynn getting the title back is a good thing
to see as he can have a solid match with almost anyone so it’s
quite a smart move.

Overall Rating: C-. The main event tried to bail this out but
there was only so much that it could do. The undercard stuff
is just so dreadfully bad and unfortunately it seems like
they’re leaning more into that direction. It’s another case
where  the  company  just  needs  to  slow  WAY  down  and
unfortunately I don’t see that happening. Styles vs. Lynn was
very good, but it’s nowhere near enough to bail out the rest
of this mess.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

