Smackdown — August 29, 2025:
Les Smackdown

Smackdown

Date: August 29, 2025

Location: LDLC Arena, Lyon, France
Commentators: Michael Cole, Wade Barrett

We're taped from France this week as the company 1is in the
country for Sunday’s Clash In Paris event. That means this 1is
going to be one of the big TV shows before we get to the pay
per view and in this case, we have Solo Sikoa defending the US
Title against Sami Zayn. John Cena is here too so things
should be interesting. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of last week’s Logan Paul/John Cena
showdown to further set up their Clash In Paris match. Paul
then knocks Cena out to end the show, following a Brock Lesnar
tease.

Paul arrive and walks from his car into the arena for a chat.
After bringing up Cena calling him a parasite last week, Paul
insists on sticking with English even though he’s in France.
Paul lists off a bunch of stats about his money and how much
he brings to the company (“YOU’RE WELCOME TKO!”). This place
is becoming the WW-ME and Cena represents the past. Paul
starts yelling at the fans in French and insults Cena as well,
which brings out Cena to interrupt.

Cena gets right to the point: the fans are the ones who decide
what kind of career Paul has. While Cena likes the idea of
Paul taking WWE to new heights, he doesn’t think Paul 1is
willing to put in the effort. Paul wants to talk about being a
disrupter, but Cena was doing that twenty years ago. His brass
knuckles even said WORD LIFE and he shook up all kinds of
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things. He even wore jorts! Cena talks about how Paul wasn’t
on a list of influential influencers so he’s here to save his
career.

After they take turns speaking French, Cena says that Paul 1is
just a gimmick and goes to the floor as he talks about
respect. Cena says respect 1is saying something bad to a fan
because you’'re having a bad day but then seeing them later and
saying you’'re sorry (which he does to a young fan). Paul tells
Cena to wrap this up, but Cena says that Paul “asked for this
match s*** head.” Cena says that wrestling is going to ruin
Paul to wrap it up. The fact that we wasted six months on the
awful heel run is astounding.

The Street Profits and B-Fab are ready to become #1 contenders
again but Bo Dallas (looking and sounding incredibly like Bray
Wyatt) comes in to interrupt. Dallas says the Wyatt Sicks are
a family and when the Profits come for the titles, they’ll
find out if the two of them are really brothers. Minor
spoilers aside, I do like Dallas being himself for some
promos, as it could actually allow the team to make some more
sense.

Women’s Tag Team Titles: Charlotte/Alexa Bliss vs. Alba
Fyre/Chelsea Green

Green (substituting for an out of action Piper Niven) and Fyre
are challenging but they jump Charlotte in the aisle before
the match. We take a break and come back with a change having
been made.

Alexa Bliss vs. Chelsea Green

Bliss charges at her to start and hammers away but gets
distracted by Fyre. Back in and Green hits her in the face and
yells a lot, earning a slap right back from Bliss. Green sends
her into the corner and chokes on the rope, followed by a big
boot. Bliss sends her outside but goes after Fyre again,
allowing Green to get in a shot of her own as we take a break.



We come back with Green dropkicking her out to the floor but
getting sent into the barricade for her efforts.

They get back in with Bliss winning an exchange of forearms
but Sister Abigail is countered with something like a Zig Zag.
Back up and Bliss knocks off the top but has to deal with
Fyre. Twisted Bliss doesn’t work and neither does Sister
Abigail, leaving Bliss to roll her up for the pin at 8:43.

Rating: C+. Not bad here with Bliss having to fight against
the odds without her partner around. I’'m assuming they
switched things up here due to Niven not being around and not
wanting to burn off the match, which is understandable enough.
Bliss getting a win on her own is good, though it would be
nice to see Green not lose so often.

Post match Fyre and Green jump Bliss again until Charlotte
limps out to make the save. The bad knee is taken out though
and Green/Fyre stand tall.

Sami Zayn feels confident about the main event and wants to
become US Champion in France.

Cody and Brandi Rhodes have had another daughter. Well that’s
great.

Aleister Black asks what Damian Priest thought would happen.
Black plans to show how misguided Priest really is. He'll be
the one kneeling on Priest’s chest, saying I WARNED YOU.

Priest says he knows Black wants to be like him but he just
isn’t. He's going to teach Black to run from someone like him
and enjoy the beating Black receives. Priest even throws it
back to commentary.

Michin vs. Kiana James

Giulia is here with James, who swings the briefcase at Michin
and gets rolled up for the pin at 7 seconds.



Post match Giulia jumps Michin and sends her into the steps.

Here is Drew McIntyre for a chat. McIntyre goes around
ringside to ask for an update on Cody Rhodes, thinking Michael
Cole would know it because he’s “always kissing Cody Rhodes'’
a**.” With no update available, McIntyre tells Randy Orton to
get out here so the fans can sing his song. Cue Orton, and
they do sing. McIntyre isn’t sure why Orton attacked him last
week, but hopefully it wasn’t out of loyalty to Rhodes.

The reality is that Rhodes doesn’t have real friends and he’s
always out for himself. Rhodes probably checked on Orton
during his two year recovery from back surgery because he was
gathering intel. Orton says he’ll give that some thought, but
he dropped McIntyre last week because he doesn’t think much of
McIntyre. That earns him a Glasgow Kiss and the fight is on,
with Orton hitting a hanging DDT. Security and agents come in
for the save so Orton takes them (including Hurricane Helms)
out with RKO’s, allowing McIntyre to escape. Good enough stuff
here, as the Rhodes vs. Orton seeds continue to be planted.

Carmelo Hayes and Miz still aren’t exactly on the same page
but Miz gives him a pep talk. Bo Dallas pops in to say there
is a difference between perception and reality, asking if
Hayes can handle that. Hayes tells him not to write a reality
check his mouth can’t cash.

Nick Aldis yells at Randy Orton, who gives Aldis a bottle of
whiskey. R-Truth comes in, mistakes Aldis for someone else,
and leaves.

Carmelo Hayes/The Miz vs. Street Profits

For the Clash In Paris Tag Team Title shot. Ford takes over on
Miz to start and it’s off to Dawkins for a double back elbow.
Dawkins hits the running spinning corner splashes but Miz
grabs a foot. Hayes gets in the Fadeaway for two and we take a
break. We come back with Dawkins planting Hayes and the double
tag bringing in Ford and Miz.



House 1s quickly cleaned and a standing moonsault gets two on
Miz. Back up and Miz hits a DDT for two on Ford but the Skull
Crushing Finale is blocked. Hayes tags himself back in and
hits a frog splash for two on Ford as things slow back down.
Cue the Wyatt Sicks for a distraction to Miz, who gets knocked
to the floor. The Revelation finishes Hayes at 9:07.

Rating: B-. I'm a bit surprised at the result here as Hayes
and Miz have been on something of a winning streak, though the
Profits feel like a bigger threat to the titles. The Wyatts
are at least doing something different and they might be going
after Miz and Hayes in the coming weeks. That’s better than
what we’ve been getting so this was at least somewhat
encouraging.

Jade Cargill surprises Tiffany Stratton in the back and
reveals that she is Stratton’s next #1 contender. Cargill
promises to show that they were never on the same level.

Solo Sikoa is ready to take out Sami Zayn.
Clash In Paris rundown.

US Title: Sami Zayn vs. Solo Sikoa

Sikoa, with the MFT's, is defending. Zayn throws him to the
floor to start and does his flip back into the ring as we take
a break. We come back with Sikoa hitting the running Umaga
Attack for two but Zayn is right back with a clothesline to
the floor. The big running flip dive connects but the MFT’s
cut Zayn off outside. Spinning Solo gets two and the MFT’s
jump Zayn again, so here are Jacob Fatu and Jimmy Uso to go
after them. The Blue Thunder Bomb gives Zayn two as most of
the others brawl to the floor.

The threat of a Helluva Kick sends Sikoa outside, where he
plants Zayn on the announcers’ table as we take a break. We
come back with Zayn missing something off the top and getting
caught in the Samoan Drop. The Superfly Splash gives Sikoa two



but the Samoan Spike misses. Zayn suplexes him into the
corner, only to charge into a superkick. Another Spike misses
though and Zayn hits a pair of Helluva Kicks for the pin and
the title at 13:27.

Rating: B-. Points for the big title change here, as that’s
not something I was expecting. Zayn getting the win and the
title is a nice moment for him and a good way to give him
something to do before he can move on to the World Title
scene. Sikoa will have multiple options to go after and Zayn'’s
challengers will be lined up, so this was a nice way to go.

Zayn celebrates to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. Good enough show here, with the focus
being split between the pay per view and the regular stuff
around here. That’s a nice mixture to have, as it lets WWE
look a bit towards the future beyond this Sunday. The big
promo exchanged worked well and the main event was a fun
surprise. Now just follow it up after this with a strong
showing on Sunday and the build towards...Wrestlepalooza,
because that’s really what it’s called.

Results

Alexa Bliss b. Chelsea Green — Rollup

Michin b. Kiana James — Rollup

Street Profits b. Miz/Carmelo Hayes — Revelation to Hayes
Sami Zayn b. Solo Sikoa — Helluva Kick

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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