Ring Of Honor — September 5,
2025 (Special Episode): Of
Course Not

Ring Of Honor

Date: September 5, 2025

Location: 2300 Arena, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Caprice Coleman

It’s a special bonus show, because we didn’t get enough
matches on this week’s regular show. The advertised card
features eleven matches, making it a good deal longer than
yesterday’s episode. I'm not sure how well that is going to
go, but hopefully it’'s more interesting than what we usually
get. Let’s get to it.

Here are this week’'s edition if vou need a recap.

We open with a Death Before Dishonor recap.
Opening sequence.

Frat House vs. AR Fox/Kingdom

The Frat House pose on the floor and get taken down by some
dives because Taven and Fox don’t like toasts. We start with
Taven dropkicking Vance but Jakked Jameson offers a
distraction, allowing Garrison to get in a cheap shot. Fox's
dive 1is pulled out of the air and he gets sent into the
barricade, leaving Taven to get caught in a delayed suplex.

Taven manages an enziguri and brings Fox in to pick up the
pace. The skin the cat dropkick sets up a cutter to Vance,
followed by a flipping stomp and flipping dive. Bennett comes
in and gets dropped with a discus lariat as everything breaks
down. Karter misses a 450 though and Rockstar Supernova into
the 450 gives Fox the pin at 7:51.
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Rating: B-. Hot match to start here with a bunch of people
flying around and doing their thing to get the show going. I'm
not sure I can imagine Fox and the Kingdom going after the Six
Man Tag Team Titles, but at least there’s a chance of
something happening. Just get something happening with the
titles already.

At Death Before Dishonor, Shane Taylor Promotions are happy
with winning the Six Man Tag Team Titles. This might mean more
if they didn’t lose so frequently in AEW/ROH but it’'s still
better than the Sons 0f Texas. I think.

Premiere Athletes vs. Spanish Announce Project

In case you needed to know the most Ring Of Honor match
possible. Before the match, Mark Sterling says he’s injured
but has a contingency plan. Nese takes over on Angelico to
start but they roll around a bit until Angelico snaps off a
dropkick. Serpentico comes in and gets hiptossed onto Nese,
followed by a falling splash for two. It’'s off to Daivari, who
chokes Serpentico on the ropes, which allows Nese to..well do
the exact same thing actually.

Nese misses a triangle moonsault though and Serpentico rolls
away, allowing the needed tag to Angelico. A kick to the head
gets two on Daivari and a Downward Spiral into the Swanton
gets two. Sliced Bread gets two more on Daivari but Sterling
gets on the apron. Cue a rather tall woman to chokeslam
Serpentico so Daivari can get the pin at 7:40.

Rating: C+. This is one of those matches where it’s hard to
imagine that this 1is going to mean much. I like the idea of
the Athletes having their version of Chyna, as it’s something
that could suit them well. At the same time, this match
couldn’t feel much less important given what these teams have
meant over the years.

Post match Sterling announces the woman (who is a good 3-4
inches taller than the Athletes) is the contingency plan.



Rachael Ellering vs. Deonna Purrazzo

Pure Rules, but NOT a tournament match, because we need
preview matches. Ellering has to burn a rope break about
thirty seconds in but she’s right back with a running mare. A
backsplash gets two but Ellering has to get out of a Fujiwara
armbar. Another Fujiwara armbar makes Ellering use another
rope break. Some forearms and a suplex get Ellering out of the
armbar and Purrazzo accidentally uses a rope break to get out
of an 0’Connor roll. The Boss Woman Slam connects but Purrazzo
is right back with the Venus de Milo for the tap at 5:13.

Rating: C. Yes, the woman in the Pure Rules tournament, who is
known for her technical abilities, beat someone who.well isn’t
either of those things. Why this match needed to be on this
show rather than another part of the tournament is beyond me,
but at least Purrazzo won in fairly convincing fashion. Now
just do the tournament already so the title can almost never
be defended.

Post match Trish Adora comes out to stare down Purrazzo (who
she’s facing in the tournament).

Trish Adora vs. Ashley Vox

Pure Rules and Adora uses a rope break less than thirty
seconds in. Adora works on the arm and powers Vox up, making
Vox use her first rope break. A backpack Stunner sets up a
double hammerlock to make Vox tap at 2:46.

Post match Adora kicks Vox outside.

The MxM Collection and Johnny TV are happy with the Seed
fragrance and say you’ll be facing it when you face them.

Alex Zayne vs. Johnny TV

The MxM Collection and Taya Valkyrie are here with TV. Zayne
starts fast but has a superplex attempt broken up. TV has to
bail out of a springboard but settles for a running knee for



two instead. Zayne 1is sent outside for a cheap shot from the
Collection and TV powerbombs Valkyrie onto him against the
apron. Back in and we hit the chinlock, followed by the Flying
Chuck.

TV stops to kiss Valkyrie, which is enough of a distraction
for Zayne to knock TV into the corner. The flipping faceplant
gives Zayne two, with the Collection pulling TV outside. Zayne
dives onto everyone but TV, who drops him with a superkick.
Back in and a cutthroat driver connects for Zayne, only for
Valkyrie to distract the referee. Mansoor sprays seed 1in
Zayne's eyes to give TV the win at 5:17.

Rating: B-. I was having a good time with this one and it’s
nice to see the Collection getting to do something that ties
into what they’re doing. Zayne is someone who can have an
exciting match and do a bunch of cool stuff so he’s a fun
addition to the show. Not exactly a lengthy classic, but it
was at least a bit different.

The Premiere Athletes’ contingency plan is Story Denali and
yes she'’s an official member of the team.

Jordan Oliver vs. The Beast Mortos

Mortos uses the ropes to flip into a wristlock before Pouncing
Oliver into the ropes. Oliver tries to strike away but Mortos
flips over him and hits a headbutt for two. A dropkick to the
knee gets Oliver out of trouble and he hits a springboard
hurricanrana. Oliver dragon screw leg whips him out of the
corner but Mortos is fine enough to hit a pop up Samoan drop.
Oliver goes to the knee again and hits a slingshot stunner.
Mortos is right back with a backbreaker into the spinning
piledriver for the pin at 5:31.

Rating: C+. Oliver continues to be someone who could turn into
a thing if he’s given the chance around here, though it
depends on if he’s sticking around after the residency ends.
On the other hand you have Mortos, who did his thing of



running through everyone in front of him. That'’s a style that
works well for him, even if he’s not around very often.

The Outrunners say they’re down but not out.

LSG/Beef vs. Don Callis Family

Archer kicks Beef down to start and fires off the crossfaces
in the ropes. Beef'’s jabs are cut off with a crossbody and
it’s off to Hechicero, with the fans approving. LSG comes in
to jab away and is taken down just as fast. Hechicero’s
running knee in the corner sets up a flapjack, with Beef
making a failed save attempt. Hechicero powerbombs LSG for the
pin at 3:27.

Rating: C. You know what I saw on Dynamite this week? A Lance
Archer match. Last night on Ring Of Honor? Lance Archer having
a match. Tonight? That would be Lance Archer in action. Archer
isn’t someone who is going to mix it up very much in the first
place and yet here we are, seeing him three times in three
days. This is a prime example of how it feels like this show
is just stretching to make the shows longer for the sake of
more time.

We get a long video on Athena’s 1000 day reign as Women'’s
Champion. She deserves the praise, along with a full time spot
in AEW but why do that when you can just keep doing the same
stuff?

Josh Woods vs. Matt Mako

Pure Rules (again). They go to the grappling to start until
Woods ties up the legs, sending Mako to the ropes. Ring
announcer: “He has used his first rope break.” They go back to
the mat but Mako uses a closed fist to take over. Woods slams
the knee into the mat a few times and grabs the ankle lock,
setting up a German suplex. Back up and Mako misses a
spinwheel kick in the corner before they trade boots to the
face for a double down. Woods is back up with the spinning



suplex into the corner for the pin at 7:05.

Rating: C+. Mako has had one match here since 2021 and this
was Woods’ first match here since November. These are the
people who are in the third Pure Rules match of the night.
This show isn’t even trying to hide that it’s content for the
sake of content against this week’s Smackdown. I get why Tony
Khan would want to do that, but MAYBE PUT SOME EFFORT INTO IT
FOR ONCE???

Hologram vs. Aaron Solo

They trade armdrags to start until Hologram stacks up a rollup
for two. A running headscissors sends Solo outside but he’s
ready before the dive. Instead they trade places and Solo hits
his own dive, followed by a snap suplex back inside. An elbow
to the face gives Solo two more and he'’s getting rather cocky.
Naturally it’'s time to go for the mask, which doesn’t work,
and Hologram sends him outside for the big flip dive. Back in
and a hammerlock faceplant gets two but Solo drops him right
back. Hologram knocks him out of the air though and the
torture rack bomb finishes Solo at 7:25.

Rating: C+. Well, I'm not sure what to think of the match. It
might have been as good as the match Hologram had at Death
Before Dishonor but not as good as the one the next night on
Collision. I'm thinking it was better than the one he had last
night on Ring Of Honor, but maybe I'm getting the four matches
he’s had in eight days confused. Eh either way it’s not that
it matters as he wins all the time and never moves up the
ladder, while people like Shane Taylor Promotions never
actually win and get a title shot. Such is Ring Of Honor.

Here’s what’s coming on various shows.

Lee Johnson vs. Bandido

Non-title Proving Ground match, meaning if Johnson (with Blake
Christian) wins or lasts the ten minute time limit, he gets a



future World Title shot. Johnson backs him into the corner to
start and they head outside, with Bandido being dropped onto
the apron. Back in and Johnson chops him down for a sliding
forearm and two. Johnson gets two more off a belly to back
suplex but Bandido is back up with a spinning high crossbody.

The X Knee is countered so Bandido runs him over. Christian
blocks the 21 Plex though and Johnson gets in a kick to the
face. The brainbuster gives Johnson two and they trade kicks
to the face. Johnson hits the ropes but Bandido presses strong
grapple and flicks the joystick to hit a pop up cutter. The X
Knee finishes for Bandido at 5:28.

Rating: C+. You kind of had an idea of how this was going when
the bell rang with only a few minutes left in the show. It’s
nice to see Bandido get in the ring, but again it makes me
wonder why Johnson is getting pinned, even by Bandido, when
Swirl is supposed to be climbing the ranks. It’s not quite the
same thing, but maybe protect your team a bit better?

Post match Christian runs in and hits a Lethal Injection to
drop Bandido to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. It wasn’t as dull as last night’s show,
but the problem here is how bleh the whole thing was. While I
liked some of the action, we had three Pure Rules matches,
plus people like Archer and Hologram making their third and
fourth appearances in about a week. Throw in the Premiere
Athletes and the Spanish Announce Project etc. and it’s just
so repetitive every single time. Oh and we’ve had two shows
since Death Before Dishonor in the same venue. Any sign of the
new Six Man or Tag Team Champions? Of course not.

Results

AR Fox/Kingdom b. Frat House — 450 to Karter

Premiere Athletes b. Spanish Announce Project — Chokeslam to
Serpentico

Deonna Purrazzo b. Rachael Ellering — Venus de Milo



Trish Adora b. Ashley Vox — Double hammerlock

Johnny TV b. Alex Zayne — Rollup

The Beast Mortos b. Jordan Oliver — Spinning piledriver
Don Callis Family b. Beef/LSG — Sitout powerbomb to LSG
Josh Woods b. Matt Mako — Spinning suplex into the corner
Hologram b. Aaron Solo — Torture rack bomb

Bandido b. Lee Johnson — X Knee

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

