Monday Night Raw — September
8, 2025: She Lit It Up

Monday Night Raw

Date: September 8, 2025

Location: Fiserv Forum, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Commentators: Joe Tessitore, Corey Graves

So the big deal coming out of Smackdown is the return of Al
Lee, who is back to help her husband CM Punk against Becky
Lynch and Seth Rollins. That should all but guarantee a mixed
tag at Wrestlepalooza and there is a good chance we’ll get
something out of the four of them here. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week'’'s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Rollins/Lynch vs. Punk, with Lee
showing up on Smackdown in Chicago to the hero’s welcome for
the big save.

Lynch doesn’t want a camera on her.

Corey Graves references Wade Barrett being on vacation, which
surprises him as he heard something about Barrett being exiled
over the weekend. Points for referencing rumors.

Here is Jey Uso to get things going, with Jimmy Uso popping up
next to him for the entrance. The team comes out and we get an
encore of the entrance as the fans are glad to have them back
together. Jey brings up the Vision, or in particular, the
Bronnies. Cue Bronson Reed and Bron Breakker, with Breakker
being so annoyed that he can barely speak. Reed has to hold
him back and wants the fans to acknowledge their Tribal Thief.
Reed promises revenge for what happened to Paul Heyman but
Jimmy calls them PB&JI&J Security.

They mock Heyman, including calling him the Orca (which pops
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Jimmy), but then get to the point: the tag match is set for
Wrestlepalooza. The Usos are ready to fight right now but here
is LA Knight to brawl with Reed and Breakker. That doesn’t go
so well so the Usos are right there with the stereo dives for
the save. The good guys clear the ring, with Knight shoving
Reed into Jey by mistake. The villains bail, but Jey and
Knight get in an argument.

LA Knight argues with Adam Pearce and says if he wanted to go
after Jey, he would have done it on his own. He wants one of
the Bron’s tonight, and he’ll even take LeBron James, Bronnie
Jr. or Charles Bronson. It doesn’t even matter if he wins or
loses, because he just wants to get his hands on one of them.

AJ Styles vs. El Grande Americano

Styles dropkicks Americano through the ropes and hammers away
on the floor before going inside. A running clothesline sends
Americano right back to the floor and we get the opening bell.
Tessitore: “After all that, we get a bell!”. The Phenomenal
Forearm is loaded up but here is another Americano to grab the
leg, allowing the original Americano to send Styles into the
steps.

We take a break and come back with Americano grabbing a
chinlock and then putting on a front facelock. That's broken
up and Styles suplexes him into the corner, followed by a
torture rack bomb for two. Americano grabs his hand and runs
the corner for a Blockbuster (that was nice) for two. Styles
slips out of what looked like a Styles Clash but the other
Americano gets on the apron. Cue Dragon Lee to take out the
other Americano, leaving Styles to roll the original into the
Styles Clash for the pin at 9:00.

Rating: B-. Americano (the original) had some impressive spots
in there and the ending sequence, with Styles rolling through
into the Clash looked very good. I'm curious to see where this
multiple Americanos goes, as it’s an interesting story and the



reveals of who is underneath the masks could go in a few ways.
Nice match here, and it’s nice to see Styles getting a pin.

Nikki Bella interrupts Iyo Sky and Adam Pearce. Stephanie
Vaquer 1is apparently out of the contract signing but she’ll be
around for the title match at Wrestlepalooza. The Kabuki
Warriors interrupt and Bella isn’t happy, saying she was
talking to Sky. Asuka vs. Bella is set up for tonight. Sky
shakes her head.

Video on AJ Lee.

Lyra Valkyria vs. Raquel Rodriguez

Roxanne Perez is here too. Valkyria kicks at the leg to start
and gets swung around by the neck for her efforts. Back up and
Valkyria kicks her out to the floor but Rodriguez knocks her
out of the air. The twisting Vader Bomb crushes Valkyria for
two and we take a break. We come back with Valkyria getting
two off a sunset flip but getting caught in something like a
Boston crab (with Rodriguez laying on Valkyria’'s back and
pulling on her legs).

That's broken up and Valkyria hits something 1like a
jawbreaker, followed by a tornado DDT for two. Rodriguez is
back up with a slingshot Jackhammer (or close to it) for two
of her own. A slightly delayed sunset bomb plants Rodriguez
for two but Valkyria’'s back won’t let her get a fireman’s
carry. Perez interferes and gets taken out but Rodriguez
catches her on top and hits a Tejana Bomb for the pin at
12:41.

Rating: C+. You could see Rodriguez getting tired near the
end, which makes you wonder why you would put her out there in
a match like this. I'm still not liking Valkyria losing this
much, but at least she has whatever is coming with Bayley
next. Rodriguez getting a win is a good thing, though maybe
find a better style for her.



Penta and the War Raiders exchange pleasantries but Penta
talks to Adam Pearce, saying he wants the Intercontinental
Title. Pearce doesn’t say no but Rusev comes in to say he
wants a title shot. Penta gets in his face and a match is made
official.

AJ Styles thanks Dragon Lee when Jimmy Uso comes in, looking
for Jey. Cue Jey, who is ready to leave, but Jimmy says they
need to be there for LA Knight vs. Bronson Reed. Jey isn’t
happy with Knight and says this is about them. Jimmy says Jey
is sounding like Roman Reigns, with Jey saying sounding like
himself isn’t working. Jey leaves.

Here is AJ Lee, wearing the Women’s Intercontinental Title.
Lee says in case you weren’'t here ten years ago and were
confused as to why your millennial parents were very excited
on Friday, here name is AJ Lee and she 1s your favorite
wrestler’s favorite wrestler. She’s David Starr? She retired
ten years ago and hung up her Chuck Taylors and thought she
would never wear jean shorts that were two sizes too small.

During the ten years away, she went on a mental health journey
(we pause for a THERAPY chant) and things were going well...but
then things started changing. She can live with the idea of
her husband fighting Seth Rollins or Drew McIntyre, but it's a
different thing when he’s in the ring with someone like Becky
Lynch. Lee thought they would get along as they’re both
rebels, leaders and bestselling authors, though yes she did do
it first. But then Lynch had to go and motorboat her Lee’s
husband and...here is Lynch to interrupt.

Lynch says this isn’t about Lee’s husband and she rants about
how great she really is. The fans boo and Lynch says she’ll
have to go to therapy after this. Fans: “THERAPY!” Lee: “I
have some names I can give you.” She forgot she was wearing
the title and Lynch takes her sunglasses off, revealing a
black eye. Lee: “Was that from one of my tiny fists?” Lee lays
the title down for her but Lynch insists that she isn’'t a



chicken. Lynch: “You listen to me, you Jersey trashbag
weirdo.”

Lynch says this had nothing to do with Lee until CM Punk got
involved, but where is he? She brings out Seth Rollins
instead, who says that Lee can give Lynch the title back. Lee
says Lynch can come get it, while risking another black eye,
or she can agree to a mixed tag. Rollins says he’s going to
come in and get the title (Lee: “Thanks for mansplaining that.
Everyone loves that.”) but Lee jumps in front of it.

Cue CM Punk to go after Rollins, who escapes and agrees to the
match at Wrestlepalooza. Lee kisses the title and throws it to
Lynch. This was Lee’s big return speech and she absolutely
still has the adorkable nature that makes her stand out. It
comes off as her being herself and while I can absolutely see
why it doesn’t work for everyone, it makes her feel as
authentic as anyone in WWE most of the time.

Bayley talks about how she needs to make this better because
Lyra Valkyria was the last person she wanted to hurt. She’s
hurt a lot of people over the years but they deserved it, so
she isn’t sure how Valkyria can forgive her when she can’t
forgive herself. The voices start talking to her again but she
insists she’ll make it right.

Penta vs. Rusev

Rusev shrugs off some chops to start and hammers away,
followed by a hard clothesline. Penta is able to send him into
the corner and grabs a Backstabber for a fast two. They head
outside with Rusev missing a charge into the steps and we take
a break. We come back with Penta hitting a Sling Blade but
here are New Day and Grayson Waller for a distraction. The
distraction lets Rusev grab Penta, who escapes and hits a big
flip dive onto Kofi Kingston and Waller. Back in and a quick
Code Red gives Penta two so he goes up, only to dive into the
Machka Kick for the pin at 8:36.



Rating: C+. The interference helped, but Penta losing again
isn’t a great sign. Rusev is about what he’s been for most of
his time in WWE, meaning that he’s good at what he does, but
it’s only so interesting. Penta feels like he has a lot more
potential, but feuding with New Day and Waller isn’t a great
path.

We look back at John Cena vs. Sami Zayn on Smackdown, with
Brock Lesnar running in to lay both of them out.

Jimmy Uso comes in to see LA Knight, who explains that what
happened earlier was an accident. Uso seems to accept it and
says they have beef with the Vision tonight. Knight says there
is no WE because the Usos keep costing him. If Uso wants to
help, don’t help, because Knight is doing this himself.

Nikki Bella vs. Asuka

Bella rolls her up for two to start as Kairi Sane 1is rather
pleased on the floor. Back up and Asuka pops off a knee to the
face before she chokes a bit in the corner. A forearm and
spinebuster give Bella two but Asuka bails out to the floor.
Asuka hides behind Sane and kicks Bella down as we take a
break. We come back with Bella avoiding a middle rope kick to
the face and hitting one of her own. Asuka hits her in the
head but can’t get the Asuka Lock. Instead Bella is back with
an Alabama Slam for two but Asuka kicks her in the head. The
Empress Impact sets up the Asuka Lock and Bella taps at 10:20.

Rating: C. Asuka was carrying things here as it’s clear that
Bella is pretty much limited to just her signature stuff. It's
far from the worst match, but egads Bella feels so wedged into
everything these days and it’s rough to watch. Thankfully she
didn’t win here, though I was more than a bit terrified of
where this was going.

Judgment Day is happy with Raquel Rodriguez’s win and are
ready for Roxanne Perez to do it next week. Dominik Mysterio
comes in, saying he’s been getting ready for his AAA Mega



Title shot this Friday. Was he off with El Grande Americano?
The team thinks Americano wants something in return, but
Mysterio says it wouldn’'t happen if they didn’t get banned
last week. Mysterio storms off, with Perez off to talk to him.

The Kabuki Warriors come up to Nikki Bella, who doesn’t think
much of them. Rhea Ripley comes up and asks if there’s a
problem. Ripley asks about Iyo Sky and Asuka leaves, with Sane
staying until Asuka summons her. Sane has been a gem in these
segments.

LA Knight vs. Bronson Reed

Bron Breakker is here too. Knight slugs away to start and gets
knocked outside. Back in and Reed misses a sitdown splash,
allowing Knight to clothesline away. One heck of a clothesline
drops Knight and the pace slows, with Reed doing the Roman
Reigns point. Back up and Knight knocks him to the floor for a
dropkick through the ropes, followed by a quick posting.

We take a break and come back with Reed choking away on the
ropes but he misses a charge into the buckle. Knight stomps
away in the corner but gets dumped over the top for a big
crash. Reed misses a charge though and gets caught with a dive
off the barricade. Back in and Reed runs him over but misses a
splash, allowing Knight to drop the top rope elbow. Breakker’s
distraction breaks up the BFT though and the Jagged Edge
finishes Knight at 11:36.

Rating: B-. Good match here, with Reed using the numbers game
to win again. That'’'s the kind of thing that makes sense, as
you can have various people show up after the match. Knight
needs to win some more matches though, as while he’s in the
main event scene, he’'s mostly just the jobber to the stars at
the moment.

Post match the beatdown is on but Jimmy Uso runs in for the
save. That fails miserably but Jey Uso is back for the real
save. Jey gets Super Speared down though and the Tsunami is



loaded up. Knight makes the save with a chair..and Jey spears
him down to end the show. Well that shakes things up a bit.

Overall Rating: B-. The Uso attack at the end is a good idea
and very well could set up a bit match with Knight sooner or
later. Other than that you had the rather awesome AJ Lee
segment to set up the mixed tag. Wrestlepalooza is looking
rather stacked and I'm wanting to see what we get there, with
this show being a good way to help getting it ready. Just
tweak some things here and there and this show is much better,
but it did a nice job of getting the pay per view ready.

Results

AJ Styles b. El Grande Americano — Styles Clash
Raquel Rodriguez b. Lyra Valkyria — Tejana Bomb
Rusev b. Penta — Machka Kick

Asuka b. Nikki Bella — Asuka Lock

Bronson Reed b. LA Knight — Jagged Edge

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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