
Smackdown – October 10, 2025:
They Should Go To Australia
More Often
Smackdown
Date: October 10, 2025
Location: RAC Arena, Perth, Australia
Commentators: Michael Cole, Wade Barrett

We’re on the road (and likely a boat or plane) this week as
the show comes to Australia. In addition to being in a special
location,  we  are  also  about  twelve  hours  away  from  Crown
Jewel, which should mean a strong push towards the pay per
view. The Tag Team Titles are on the line as well here so
let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a look at the Crown Jewel titles being flown from
Saudi Arabia to Australia for the show. So they can do this
but not have them show up on Raw or Smackdown one time?

The men’s Crown Jewel title is in the ring and here is Cody
Rhodes for a chat. Rhodes says we can talk about Seth Rollins,
who has a doom and gloom thought about their upcoming Crown
Jewel match. Then Rhodes heard Paul Heyman talking about the
match and maybe Rollins is right. Maybe Rhodes is Rollins’
Achilles heel and maybe getting rid of the Vision is his
responsibility. He thinks the people here love WWE (and the
fans sing his name) and knows that there are people here who
are ready to take this title from him or become the new star
of the company.

He’s talking about people like Randy Orton, Rhea Ripley, Roman
Reigns, Jey Uso or CM Punk, but he could be talking about
Rollins  as  well.  The  fans  boo  and  chant  something  about
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Rollins.  Rhodes  says  he’s  going  to  need  Michael  Cole  to
translate it. Cole has no clue but hands the microphone to
Wade Barrett, who confirms the chant is “SETH IS A WA****.”
Rhodes (who catches the mic with one hand) says that if the
world revolves around Rollins, who is Rhodes in that world?
He’s the one wrestler that Rollins cannot beat. This is a
weird story, as it’s pretty much all about Rollins and Rhodes
is just kind of there.

Chelsea Green comes up to Stephanie Vaquer in the back and
offers her a spot in the Secret Hervice. Tiffany Stratton
would never get such an offer, and here is Stratton to scare
her off. Vaquer and Stratton still seem cool enough with each
other before their match.

Cody Rhodes runs into Jacob Fatu, who says they’re cool but
he’s coming for the title after Crown Jewel. Rhodes: “Good.”
Rhodes leaves and Nick Aldis comes in to say he needs to talk
to Fatu tonight. That’s fine with Fatu and Aldis leaves, with
Drew McIntyre running in to jump Fatu (there is no way Aldis
didn’t see him). Aldis cuts McIntyre off from crushing Fatu
with a cart and McIntyre says he needs to talk to him tonight.

US Title: Sami Zayn vs. ???

Zayn is defending against…Shinsuke Nakamura, who is back with
his original music and seems to be the good guy version again.
Somehow  this  is  the  first  time  the  title  has  ever  been
defended in Australia. Not even on a house show? They fight
over  wrist  control  to  start  but  neither  gets  anywhere  so
Nakamura kicks him down. The sliding German suplex in the
corner drops Zayn again and we take a break.

We come back with Zayn winning a slugout but Nakamura gets in
a suplex. A running kick to the face gives Nakamura two but
Zayn  springboards  over  him  for  a  hard  clothesline.  The
Michinoku Driver gives Zayn two and he exploders Nakamura into
the corner. It’s too early for the Helluva Kick and Nakamura



hits a middle rope knee to the back of the head for two of his
own.

We take another break and come back with Nakamura kneeing him
in the back of the head to send Zayn outside. An exploder
sends  Nakamura  into  the  barricade  and  the  Helluva  Kick
connects outside. Back in and Kinshasa connects but Zayn gets
his foot on the rope. Scorpio Rising hits Zayn and Kinshasa is
loaded up again…but someone in a hoodie pulls Nakamura to the
floor for the DQ at 15:30.

Rating: B. These two have some excellent chemistry together
but there is only so much that you can do when about half of
the match is cut off by commercials. I do like that we got to
see this again before Nakamura leaves WWE though, as he can
still do well with just about anyone. Good stuff here, even
with the issues holding it back.

And it’s…the returning Tama Tonga, complete with face paint.
Cue all three of the MFT’s (all with face paint) to lay Zayn
out. Nakamura’s save is cut off and Solo Sikoa strolls around
ringside as the beatdown is on.

Drew McIntyre comes up to Nick Aldis, who makes McIntyre vs.
Jacob Fatu next week. Fatu comes in and the brawl is on.

Stephanie Vaquer/Tiffany Stratton vs. Giulia/Kiana James

James offers Vaquer a handshake but then knees her in the ribs
instead. Not the best business offer there. Vaquer pulls her
straight into the Devil’s Kiss and we take a break. We come
back with James hitting a running shoulder in the corner and
Giulia’s missile dropkick gets two. Vaquer enziguris her way
out of trouble though and brings Stratton in to clean house.

Giulia offers a distraction but Stratton kicks James in the
face.  Back  in  and  a  quick  northern  lights  bomb  plants
Stratton, with Vaquer having to make a save. An Alabama Slam
lets Vaquer come back in as everything breaks down. Stratton



makes a blind tag as Vaquer dives onto Giulia. That leaves
Stratton to Regal Roll James into the Prettiest Moonsault Ever
for the pin at 9:29.

Rating: C+. They’re trying with Vaquer vs. Stratton but there
is little that can be done to make their Crown Jewel match
feel important. It feels like something that is only kind of
happening and this didn’t really make it any bigger. I’ll take
it over another Nia Jax match, but only by so much.

Post match we get the big staredown.

Charlotte and Alexa Bliss come up to Zaria and Sol Ruca to
grant them a Women’s Tag Team Title shot. Ruca and Zaria bump
into  each  other,  with  the  champs  saying  they  have  no
communication.  Charlotte  and  Bliss  turn  to  leave  and  go
different ways. Bliss: “Charlotte, this way.” Charlotte: “I
knew that.” See, that’s how you make people like Charlotte.
Instead of talking down to everyone and winning the Women’s
Title over and over, she had a funny little moment with her
partner that made her look human. Notice how much easier it’s
been to watch her with Bliss?

Tag Team Titles: Street Profits vs. Wyatt Sicks

The Wyatts are defending and B-Fab is here with the Profits.
The fight starts fast with Gacy being put down and a double
flapjack dropping Lumis on top of him. Dawkins Pounces Lumis
into the barricade and we take a break. We come back with
Dawkins putting both champs on his shoulders (GEEZ) for a
double Doomsday Blockbuster. Nikki Cross and B-Fab get into it
on the floor, with Ford diving onto Erick Rowan. Back in and
Ford misses his frog splash, allowing the Wyatts to hit the
Plague and retain at 6:33. Not enough shown to rate but it was
action packed while it lasted.

Post match the MFT’s come out for a staredown with the Wyatts
and the fans REALLY like this. Nikki Cross gets up close to
Solo Sikoa and the MFT’s leave.



We look at Carmelo Hayes and Miz splitting up last week.

Miz blames the split on Hayes, who didn’t want Miz to be the
kind of mentor Miz never had. Melo missed.

Video on Damian Priest vs. Aleister Black.

Earlier today at the Kickoff Event, Seth Rollins walked off
the  stage  with  nothing  to  say.  Even  Paul  Heyman  seemed
stunned.

Crown Jewel rundown.

Aleister Black vs. Damian Priest

Last Man Standing. Priest shrugs off some kicks to start and
hammers  away  in  the  corner  to  knock  Black  outside.  It’s
already kendo stick time but Black kicks it out of Priest’s
hands. That earns him a steps shot to the head and they fight
up the aisle as we take a break. We come back with Priest
kicking a kendo stick away from Black and whipping him into
the barricade.

The steps are brought in and Black trips Priest face first
into them, followed by a Meteora onto the steps (that looked
good). Priest is up at seven and gives Black Snake Eyes onto
the steps. They head outside with Priest being sent into the
steps over and over. That’s good for another seven before
Priest Pounces him over the announcers’ table. We take another
break and come back again with Black having to beat the count
for a change. Priest hits him with a kendo stick but Old
School is kicked out of the air.

Black finds a chair on the floor but also finds a chokeslam
onto  the  apron.  A  Razor’s  Edge  sends  Black  onto  the
announcers’ table (which doesn’t give) for nine so Priest does
it again. Black kind of stumbles onto the floor, which counts
as standing up so we keep going. They fight into the crowd and
go to the tech area, where Zelina Vega pops up from the crowd.



Priest  will  have  none  of  Vega’s  pleas  for  mercy  but  the
distraction lets Black throw a fireball in Priest’s face.
Black Mass off a crate and through a table gives Black the win
at 18:15.

Rating:  B.  This  was  two  hard  hitting  people  beating  the
daylights out of each other and that worked well for a main
event. I like Black and Vega being paired together as Vega
going after the United States Title was beyond played out.
This could be the trick that Black needs (it certainly worked
for Andrade back in the day) so hopefully everyone can move
on.

Black and Vega mock the injured Priest to end the show.

Overall Rating: B+. Rather strong show this week, even with
the less than thrilling Crown Jewel being the focus. I liked
the refocus on the MFT’s, who are fine as a midcard monster
group, as they’ve been away long enough now. Just get us
through the pay per view and build on what you did here, as
the non-Crown Jewel stuff was quite good.

Results
Shinsuke  Nakamura  b.  Sami  Zayn  via  DQ  when  Tama  Tonga
interfered
Tiffany  Stratton/Stephanie  Vaquer  b.  Giulia/Kiana  James  –
Prettiest Moonsault Ever to James
Wyatt Sicks b. Street Profits – Plague to Ford
Aleister Black b. Damian Priest when Priest couldn’t answer
the ten count

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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