Smackdown — October 24, 2025:
They’'re Getting Ready

Smackdown

Date: October 24, 2025

Location: Mullett Arena, Tempe, Arizona
Commentators: Michael Cole, Corey Graves

We’'re rapidly approaching Saturday Night's Main Event and now
we get to see what that might mean. We need to have something
set for the show on the Smackdown side, which is what we will
likely get here. There is a good chance this involves World
Champion Cody Rhodes, who is still dealing with Drew McIntyre.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of last week’s show, focusing on Jacob
Fatu being attacked and setting up Drew McIntyre vs. Cody
Rhodes in a surprise main event.

Jimmy Uso thanks Rhodes for standing up for Fatu last week.
Rhodes asks if Jimmy and Jey are ok. Jimmy appreciates that
and is off to talk to Nick Aldis.

Here is Rhodes for a chat. He mentions the upcoming title
match against Drew McIntyre at Saturday Night’s Main Event,
including mentioning hitting McIntyre with the belt last week.
Cue McIntyre, who can’'t believe the fans are still cheering
for Rhodes. McIntyre lists off a variety of things Rhodes has
done to him and promises to destroy the story next Saturday.
As for Fatu, yeah he hates the family, but he didn’'t do it.
McIntyre suggests Rhodes did it so Rhodes wants to fight right
now, only for Jimmy Uso to run out and go after McIntyre
instead. Things are calmed down but here are Solo Sikoa and
the MFT's for their scheduled match.
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Post break, Uso and McIntyre brawl in the back again.

MFT's vs. Shinsuke Nakamura/Rey Fenix

Tonga strikes away at Nakamura to start but Nakamura slips
away, allowing the tags off to Fenix and Mateo. Fenix quickly
sends him into the corner and it’s a double Good Vibrations,
followed by a double COME ON as we take a break. We come back
with Tonga flipping Fenix inside out with a clothesline before
Mateo grabs a nerve hold.

That's broken up and Fenix kicks him in the head, allowing
Nakamura to come in and kick away. It’s right back to Fenix
for another kick to the head as everything breaks down. Sikoa
offers a distraction though and Talla Tonga chokeslams Fenix
onto the apron. Back in and Tama gives Fenix a running elbow
(the Cutthroat) for the pin at 11:27.

Rating: B-. I can go for Nakamura getting a spot on the show
helping to put people over, as it’s a nice way to wrap up his
time in the company. On the other hand you have Fenix, who 1is
basically the rotating tag partner, which isn’t a great sign
for his current or future status. Then you have the MFT’s, who
seem likely to be going for the Tag Team Titles again soon.

Jimmy Uso talks to Nick Aldis, who puts him in a No DQ match
with Drew McIntyre tonight.

Chelsea Green and Kay Lee Ray interrupt Giulia and suggests a
merger. Kiana James comes in to say not quite, with Giulia not
seeming impressed.

Tiffany Stratton vs. Kiana James

Non-title and Giulia is here with James. Stratton’'s wristlock
is quickly escaped with a flip so she does some flips of her
own, followed by an armbar. Some running knees to the back
send James outside, where Stratton forearms her in the face.
Giulia offers a quick distraction though and James gets in a



cheap shot as we take a break.

We come back with James hitting a running shoulder in the
corner for two. Stratton manages a knockdown for a double
breather though and the clothesline comeback is on. It’s too
early for the Prettiest Moonsault Ever though and James grabs
a Falcon Arrow for two. James goes up but gets knocked down,
setting up a Swanton. The Prettiest Moonsault Ever finishes
for Stratton at 9:53.

Rating: C+. James is a good choice for the role of annoying
assistant who can wrestle a match if needed. That was the case
here, but the problem is that the bigger star isn’t doing
much. Giulia might be a champion, though she’s not exactly
doing much these days. That’s going to need to change, though
at least James is getting better.

Post match Giulia runs in to take out Stratton, with Jade
Cargill making the save...and then laying Stratton out as well.
The big beatdown is on as we have a long overdue heel turn.

Sami Zayn congratulates Ilja Dragunov on his US Title win last
week and Dragunov says he respects Zayn. Now it’s time for
Dragunov to keep up the US Open challenge because Zayn knows
he is the man to do it.

Jade Cargill is tired of not being rewarded so she’s going
with power. That starts with her winning the Women’s Title.

Here is Ilja Dragunov for his open challenge, but first he
talks about how he didn’'t know if he was going to be back from
his injury. He doesn’t know how to quit though and now he’s
back, so get the challenger out here.

US Title: Ilja Dragunov vs. ??7?

Dragunov is defending against...Aleister Black, with Zelina
Vega. Dragunov strikes away to start but it’'s too early for
the Constantine Special. Instead Black knocks him outside for



a hurricanrana from Vega to send him into the barricade. We
take a break and come back with Dragunov fighting back and

going up.

Vega offers a distraction though and Black gets up for a
Meteora. Dragunov kicks him into the corner but gets kneed 1in
the face for two. Back up and Dragunov connects with the
Constantine Special as we take a break. We come back again
with Dragunov’s missile dropkick connecting for two, followed
by a backsplash for two more.

Torpedo Moscow 1s kneed out of the air though and a
brainbuster gives Black two. Back up and Torpedo Moscow
connects but Dragunov can’t cover. Vega trips Dragunov and
gets ejected..and here is Damian Priest, complete with a bad
eye. Dragunov used the distraction to hit another Torpedo
Moscow and retain at 15:42.

Rating: B+. It didn’t quite hit some great level but this was
two guys beating the fire out of each other for a long time.
That’s what matters the most here as Dragunov gets to retain,
despite needing a bit of a distraction, just like last week.
Either way, Dragunov is likely going to do this for a few
weeks, which is a nice way to get him back in the fans’ minds
after such a long time away.

Post match Priest goes after Black and loads up a Conchairto.
Vega makes a save though and Black bails into the crowd.

We recap Carmelo Hayes and the Miz blowing up.

Hayes is glad Miz helped him get here, but Miz went too far
when things got physical. Now it’'s time to for him to work on
being Him. Kit Wilson comes in to call Hayes toxic and a match
is set for next week.

Ilja Dragunov runs into Fraxiom, who would love shots at the
US Title. Dragunov says that’s the point of the US Open
Challenge and he’ll see them later. With Dragunov gone, DIY



comes in to mock Fraxiom, with Axiom saying Gargano 1is scared
to face him. Tama Tonga pops up to..make noises at Fraxiom.

Charlotte and Alexa Bliss accept Bayley’s challenge for a
Women’s Tag Team Title match on Raw. Nia Jax comes in to
suggest that they’ll turn on each other and Jax vs. Bliss is
set for next week.

Drew McIntyre vs. Jimmy Uso

No DQ. Uso starts the fight in the aisle and sends McIntyre
into the barricade but McIntyre slugs away inside. Back up and
Uso kicks him outside, where McIntyre cuts off a dive with a
forearm. The fight heads into the crowd, where Uso snaps off a
suplex. They go back to ringside, where Uso loads up a table
and we take a break. We come back with Uso enziguring him out
to the floor, where McIntyre snaps off an overhead belly to
belly.

McIntyre cracks him in the back with a chair but the Claymore
in the chair is cut off. A Whisper In The Wind gives Uso two
and he chairs McIntyre down over and over. McIntyre fights up
but charges into a Samoan drop through the table. Instead of
covering though, Uso goes up and gets chaired out of the air.
The Claymore gives McIntyre (who gives a great facial
expression, which says “thank goodness that’s over”) the pin
at 12:21.

Rating: B. I liked these two beating each other up, as while
Uso didn’'t win, he did get the revenge that he wanted here.
There was no reason to believe that Uso was going to win
without some huge interference, but at least it went as it
should have. McIntyre gets momentum and Uso gets what he
wanted, which is quite the nice result.

Post match McIntyre stays on Uso so Cody Rhodes makes the
save. McIntyre Claymores Rhodes to end the show.

Overall Rating: B+. This show came together well and pretty



much everything worked well. That’s a nice way to push the
show towards Saturday Night’s Main Event, which should be a
major event 1if given the chance. Rhodes vs. McIntyre 1is
interesting, as it’s either going to be totally flat or have
some kind of a twist. This show did a nice job of getting
things ready, which is one of the most important parts in the
whole thing. Nice show here.

Results

MFT's b. Rey Fenix/Shinsuke Nakamura — Cutthroat to Fenix
Tiffany Stratton b. Kiana James — Prettiest Moonsault Ever
Ilja Dragunov b. Aleister Black — Torpedo Moscow

Drew McIntyre b. Jimmy Uso — Claymore

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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