Smackdown — November 7, 2025:
We Need A Match

Smackdown

Date: November 7, 2025

Location: Bon Secours Wellness Center, Greenville, South
Carolina

Commentators: Michael Cole, Corey Graves

We’re done with Saturday Night’s Main Event and Cody Rhodes
seems to be done with Drew McIntyre. After defending the title
again, Rhodes is going to need a new challenger and with
Survivor Series in about three weeks, there is a good chance
we find out something about that tonight. Let’s get to it.

Here is Saturday Night’s Main Event if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Rhodes retaining the title at Saturday
Night's Main Event.

Here is Rhodes, who talks about ending things against McIntyre
once and for all. He wants someone new to come after the title
and is willing to sit in the crowd and find out who it is. Cue
Aleister Black and Zelina to interrupt, with Black saying
there is a WWE Championship sized chip on his shoulder. Vega
gets in Rhodes’ face but Nick Aldis comes out to make the
match for tonight.

Ilja Dragunov runs into Tama Tonga in the back.

US Title: Ilja Dragunov vs. ??7?

Dragunov is defending in another open challenge, with DIY
answering. Tommaso Ciampa calls out Dragunov for calling him a
jackass last week, earning a JACKASS chant. Dragunov 1is
willing to defend..against Johnny Gargano. Ciampa isn’t happy
but goes with it and we’re ready to go. Gargano knocks him
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into the corner to start but gets taken down in some rolling
German suplexes. Another suplex drops Gargano again and we
take a break.

We come back with Gargano enziguring him down so they can
trade forearms. The Constantine Special drops Gargano again
and Dragunov hits a running boot in the corner. Gargano 1is
right back with a superkick into a poisonrana, with Dragunov
coming up with a busted nose.

They go to the corner with Dragunov knocking him off, setting
up a middle rope backsplash. A belly to back slam plants
Gargano but Candice LeRae pulls Dragunov outside. One Final
Beat gives Gargano two but Dragunov catches him with an apron
superplex. The H Bomb retains the title at 10:51.

Rating: B-. This was what you would expect from these two as
they were doing their big time moves until Gargano lost.
Dragunov vs. Ciampa is the big teased match and that could be
quite the showdown. They have to do stuff like this to get
there though and at least the match was good enough.

Sami Zayn comes in to see Nick Aldis and asks him to be
ringside for Rey Fenix’s match tonight. Aldis has to turn him
down again and that’s not a request. Zayn agrees, but he won't
do this much longer. R-Truth comes in and wants to be in the
Last Time Is Now tournament. He puts his balls in Aldis’ hands
(literally) but Aldis says he’s already in the field. This
makes R-Truth mad and he leaves. Aldis: “I don’t know what
just happened here.”

We look at Jade Cargill winning the Women’s Title at Saturday
Night's Main Event.

Johnny Gargano apologized to Tommaso Ciampa for losing but
Fraxiom comes in to mock them both.

Here is Jade Cargill for a chat. Cargill says that will happen
to anyone who comes after her and she is that b****. And



that’'s it, though she runs into Charlotte and Alexa Bliss on
the way to the ring as she leaves. Staring ensues.

Chelsea Green is ready to win the Women’s US Title back but
Michin and B-Fab come in to mock her. Green says she’ll be the
best champion on Smackdown but Jade Cargill comes in to scare
her. B-Fab isn’t pleased and a match is made for next week.

Charlotte vs. Nia Jax

Alexa Bliss is here with Charlotte. They trade slaps to start
until Charlotte hits a Thesz press to hammer away. After not
quite sticking the landing on a nip up (she laughed about it),
Charlotte is sent hard into the corner as we take a break. We
come back with Charlotte booting her in the face and hitting a
high crossbody.

A flipping clothesline drops Jax (and we go black screen due
to some wardrobe issues), followed by a moonsault to give
Charlotte two. Jax grabs a sitout powerbomb for two more but
the Annihilator misses. Charlotte knees her for two and a
tornado DDT gets the same. Cue NXT's Lash Legend to jump Bliss
and choke her on the floor, allowing Jax to splash Charlotte
in the corner. The Annihilator finishes for Jax at 10:25.

Rating: C+. Charlotte is one of the few women who can hang
with Jax size wise and it made for a better match. You don’t
see Jax have something of a hoss fight very often and I was
digging it here. Charlotte’s evolution is rather shocking as I
never imagined it going this well and now we have a tag match
set.

Legend and Jax leave together. I can absolutely go for Legend
being on Smackdown full time.

We recap the Last Time Is Now tournament.
Nick Aldis draws two first round matches:

Miz vs. Jey Uso



LA Knight vs. 777

Aldis won’t say Knight's opponent. That makes me think a
returning Gunther or someone who will appear when you say his
name.

Nia Jax says she and Lash Legend are indeed friends. Legend
introduces herself and says they’re going to the top.

Women’'s United States Title: Giulia vs. Chelsea Green

Green, with Alba Fyre, is challenging and Kiana James is here
with Giulia. A headbutt rocks Green to start and the knee gets
two. Giulia chokes on the ropes and James gets in a cheap
shot, earning a superkick from Fyre. Giulia goes after
Fyre..and gets rolled up with feet on the ropes to give Green
the title back at 1:35. It’'s not like Giulia was doing
anything with the title anyway so go with the one on a roll at
the moment.

Solo Sikoa wants more from the MFT's, starting with Talla
Tonga needing to teach a lesson. The team leaves and the Wyatt
Sicks pop up behind them.

Charlotte checks on Alexa Bliss in the trainer’s room..but
Asuka pops in to mist Charlotte in the eyes. Well that’s mean.

Talla Tonga vs. Rey Fenix

The MFT's are here with Tonga. Actually never mind as the
Motor City Machine Guns and Shinsuke Nakamura come out to
brawl with them to the back. That leaves Fenix to hit a dive
and the bell rings with Tonga easily shoving him down. A
running big boot sends Fenix into the barricade and we take a
break.

We come back with Fenix’'s springboard being knocked out of the
air and some elbows in the corner keeping him in trouble.
Tonga misses a charge though and gets kicked in the face, only
to come back with a heck of an uppercut. Fenix kicks him in



the head a few times, including a rope walk kick to the face.
A springboard high crossbody gives Fenix two but a
hurricanrana is countered into a powerbomb. The chokeslam
finishes Fenix off at 9:11.

Rating: B-. There was a good story here with the giant vs. the
smaller guy and it worked well. The problem is that Tonga 1is
only so good in the ring and Fenix has lost time after time to
the point where it doesn’t mean as much. The MFT’'s seem like
they’'re ready to do a bunch of stuff but none of it has really
happened yet. That’s going to need to change, which has been
the case for a long time.

Post match Tonga goes after Fenix again but Sami Zayn runs in
with a chair for the save.

Here’'s what’'s coming next week.

The Miz says last week’s attack on Carmelo Hayes wasn’t
payback before moving on to the Last Time Is Now tournament.
He's ready to win the tournament and beat John Cena again,
just like he did in the main event of Wrestlemania.

Cody Rhodes vs. Aleister Black

Non-title and Zelina is here with Black. They trade armdrags
to start fast until Rhodes jumps over him in the corner. The
drop down uppercut is countered into a quickly broken cross
armbreaker but Black kicks him out to the floor. We take a
break and come back with Rhodes getting two off the snap
powerslam before Black’s kick to the head gets the same.
Rhodes comes back with a running forearm and another
powerslam, followed by the Disaster Kick for two.

Cross Rhodes is countered and another kick drops Rhodes, who
is back with a Cody Cutter for two more. Another Cross Rhodes
attempt is countered and they kick each other down..and here is
Drew McIntyre to Claymore the referee. Rhodes goes after
McIntyre so Black jumps Rhodes, with Damian Priest coming in



to go after the villains. Zelina’s interference doesn’t really
work but Black gets in a shot to Priest’s eye. The match is a
no contest at around 10:00.

Rating: B-. They got in some good stuff while they had the
chance, which granted was only so long. The ending is a bit
interesting as it opens up some doors, though Rhodes needs a
new top challenger. While McIntyre is a big deal, he was only
so much of a threat to take the title. I’'m not sure Black 1is
going to be anything more than a challenger of the month, but
at least it’'s something different.

Post match Nick Aldis suspends McIntyre to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. The action here was fine, but this was
another show that didn’t feel very exciting. The matches were
ok enough and nothing was terrible, but there is nothing on
here that makes me want to keep watching. Rather than rushing
towards something, it comes off more like a leisurely jog with
little in the way of drama. Nothing much to this one, which is
a shame as the wrestling was pretty decent.

Results

Ilja Dragunov b. Johnny Gargano — H Bomb

Nia Jax b. Charlotte — Annihilator

Chelsea Green b. Giulia — Rollup with feet on the ropes
Cody Rhodes vs. Aleister Black went to a no contest

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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