Smackdown - November 28,
2025: What A Great Idea

Smackdown

Date: November 28, 2025

Location: Ball Arena, Denver, Colorado
Commentators: Michael Cole, Corey Graves

It’s the night before Survivor Series and in this case that
means we have a Survivor Series match. That’s a nice thing to
see, as the pay per view has been taken over by WarGames,
leaving little time for the more traditional matches.
Thankfully we get one here, plus some Last Time Is Now
Tournament matches as a bonus. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

The opening recap looks at the women’s WarGames match.

LA Knight is told that he’s facing another mystery opponent.
This doesn’t sit well with him, as the tournament is starting
to get on his nerves. Just say who he is dropping with the
BFT, YEAH.

Last Time Is Now Tournament Quarterfinals: Rusev vs. Jey Uso

After Uso runs his entrance back, we’re ready to go. Rusev
sends him flying with a suplex and pulls him out of the air
for a swinging release Rock Bottom. We take a break and come
back with Uso fighting out of a bearhug. Rusev is sent outside
for a dive, followed by a spear back inside for one. Uso dives
into the Machka Kick for two and the Accolade goes on. The
rope is grabbed for the escape and Uso hits another spear,
followed by the Superfly Splash for the win at 9:35.

Rating: C+. It’s hard to imagine that the finals are anything
but Uso vs. Gunther, so we’'ve got some matches to get through
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on the way there. It should be an entertaining tournament and
this was another nice enough stop on the way there. That being
said, Rusev getting pinned clean in less than ten minutes,
even by Uso, is not the best sign for his future.

Miz begs Nick Aldis to put him in Sheamus’ spot in the
tournament. Aldis has to do it himself but R-Truth comes in to
do his balls joke. The name is picked..and it happens to be
Miz. Truth: “You just couldn’'t take my balls could you?”

Damian Priest doesn’t know what Aleister Black and Zelina are
talking about with making him break his code. Zelina comes in
to mock him and another fight with Black is teased. With
Zelina gone, Rhea Ripley comes in to hug Priest and has an
idea for him later. Works for Priest.

Here is Chelsea Green, with Alba Fyre, to address the
“Patrihots” as the new Women’s US Champion. She thanks the
fans and brags about her success but here is Jade Cargill to
interrupt and clean house. And then Green’s scheduled pyro
goes off in a funny bit.

Rhea Ripley and company are fired up for Charlotte’s advantage
match with Asuka.

Jade Cargill has a problem with anyone who runs their mouth.
B-Fab comes up for a staredown but doesn’t say anything.
Michin thinks something might have to be done about Cargill.

Last Time Is Now Tournament Quarterfinals: The Miz vs. LA
Knight

Knight hammers away to start and knocks him down, followed by
the stomping in the corner. Miz gets in a knee to get a
breather, only to walk into a swinging neckbreaker. They head
out into the aisle, where Miz kicks him in the face as we take
a break. We come back with Knight suplexing his way out of a
sleeper.



Another neckbreaker gives Knight two and a superplex gets the
same. The BFT is escaped and Miz’'s DDT gives him two of his
own. Knight fights back and goes up, only to dive into the
Skull Crushing Finale for two. Miz slaps on an STF, with
Knight making it over to the ropes. Another Skull Crushing
Finale is loaded up but Knight reverses into the BFT to
advance at 11:07.

Rating: C+. I'm a bit surprised that Miz lost here but Knight
piling up another win is a good sign. I can’t imagine he gets
beyond Jey Uso to get a shot at Gunther but at least he’s
getting to do something. Knight hasn’t seemed happy as of late
so a heel turn could be in the cards, though he likely has at
least one more match before he gets there.

Becky Lynch wants the team to follow her lead in WarGames
because she’s kind of great at the thing. The team says they
have this though, with Asuka being ready.

Video on tonight’s Survivor Series match.

Ilja Dragunov is talking about how he’s ready for Tama Tonga
but Tommaso Ciampa comes in. Ciampa took Axiom’s mask next
week and next time, it’s going to be the US Title. Dragunov
calls him a jackass again.

Charlotte vs. Asuka

For the WarGames advantage. They fight over a rather
aggressive lockup to start with Charlotte taking her into the
corner for a kick to the head. The fight heads to the apron,
where Asuka gets in a head fake and kicks her in the face as
we take a break. We come back with Charlotte getting two off a
high crossbody so Asuka kicks her in the face. Charlotte’s big
boot gets two and the moonsault connects for the same, leaving
Charlotte unsure of what to do next.

Asuka gets German suplexed for two more but she comes back
with a sliding knee to the head. The cross armbreaker 1is



countered into a powerbomb to give Charlotte another near
fall. They head outside, where Asuka loads up the mist but
hits the timekeeper instead. Charlotte knocks her over the
announcers’ table and rams her face first into it before
heading back inside. A quick Asuka Lock attempt is broken up
so Charlotte hits Natural Selection for the pin at 11:24.

Rating: B-. This was starting to pick up when it just ended,
though I'm curious about how the heroes having the advantage
will go. That’s something you see a lot more often in modern
wrestling, though it doesn’t guarantee much of anything. As
for this match, it was two of the best ever getting to do
their thing, though it never got to that top level.

Video on the men’s WarGames match.

Team Zayn vs. Team Sikoa

Sami Zayn, Alex Shelley, Chris Sabin, Shinsuke Nakamura, Rey
Fenix
Solo Sikoa, Tama Tonga, Tonga Loa, Talla Tonga, JC Mateo

Survivor Series rules. Sikoa takes Sabin down to start and
hammers away and it’s off to Tama for some chops. A bulldog
gets Sabin out of trouble and it’s off to Shelley for a front
facelock. Zayn comes in and gets dropped by Mateo, who hits
the standing moonsault for two. Sikoa’s chinlock doesn’t last
long and it’'s off to Nakamura to fire off the kicks.
Everything breaks down and most of the villains are sent
outside, setting up Sabin’s rapid fire dive.

More dives ensue until Mateo is rolled up for the first fall
at 6:17 (giving us a REALLY nice graphic showing Sikoa’s team
and Mateo being listed as eliminated, which we somehow haven’t
done in nearly forty years of these matches). Nakamura comes
in and fights off an invading Sikoa, only to get dropped by
Tama. The Cutthroat gets rid of Nakamura at 8:28 to tie us up
and Loa’s spinebuster gets a fast two on Fenix. Back up and a
hurricanrana gives Fenix the pin on Loa at 10:01 and it’s



Sikoa coming in next.

Sikoa misses a Samoan Spike and gets crossbodied by Sabin,
allowing the Guns to come in and clean house. Skull & Bones 1is
broken up by Talla, who chokeslams Shelley onto the apron for
the pin at 12:25. A clothesline gets rid of Sabin 12:57 (THERE
IT IS) so it’s down to Zayn/Fenix vs. Talla/Tama/Sikoa. Fenix
kicks away and shrugs off a crotching to hurricanrana Sikoa.
Tama runs him over with an elbow though and Fenix is out at
14:34. So Zayn is all alone and starts with Talla, who sends
him into the corner. Tama adds a splash but Zayn hits a quick
Helluva Kick for the pin at 16:28.

Talla takes Zayn outside and misses a running boot, which 1is
enough for the countout at 17:43. Back in and Spinning Solo
gives Sikoa two, followed by Spinning Solo giving Sikoa two. A
Superfly Splash gives Sikoa two but Zayn manages a sunset bomb
for the same. Zayn exploders him into the corner but the
Helluva Kick is countered with a superkick. The Blue Thunder
Bomb gets two, only for Sikoa to hit a quick Samoan Spike for
the pin at 20:59.

Rating: B. It was the fast forwarded version of the match,
with Zayn doing his best Shawn Michaels 2003 impression. Zayn
did his wusual thing here and it went well, though Sikoa
winning in the end is a good move, especially with him having
the upcoming tournament match. The rest of the eliminations
just kind of came and went, which granted is about all you can
expect out of this kind of thing. Good enough though for a big
warmup for Survivor Series.

Post match the Wyatt Sicks come out for the staredown, with
Uncle Howdy giving Sikoa the Sister Abigail to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. It was a show that did a good job of
setting up the semifinals of the tournament and giving us a
push towards the pay per view. That’s more than I was
expecting out of this show and it went by rather quickly,



which helps with so much more coming from WWE tomorrow. Good
show here, and hopefully they can keep that going with the
bigger event.

Results

Jey Uso b. Rusev — Superfly Splash

LA Knight b. The Miz — BFT

Charlotte b. Asuka — Natural Selection

Team Sikoa b. Team Zayn last eliminating Zayn

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

