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We’re in the Russo/Jarrett era of the show and believe it or
not, things went way downhill in a hurry last week. Russo’s
mere presence drags the show down and it felt like a lot of
the other stuff was treated far less importantly. It would be
nice to see that change this week, but odds are it’s going to
be more about Russo than anything else. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Vince Russo wanting an answer from
Jeff Jarrett to end last week’s show. After the show ended,
Ron Killings and Russo got in a fight and naturally Russo was
able to hold his own with him.

Opening sequence.

Here  is  Roddy  Piper  to  get  things  going,  accompanied  by
someone in a Piper shirt. Piper wants to talk about Vince
Russo (oh geez), who wanted to be a wrestler but couldn’t so
he  turned  it  into  sports  entertainment.  He  holds  up  some
photos from his book (which is quite the read in a not so
great way) and calls Russo the Bin Laden of wrestling. Piper
warns us of what is going to happen if Russo is allowed to
have his way and calls Russo out to meet him.

Russo runs in through the crowd and Piper gets in his face to
talk about him killing WCW. He wants to know what Russo wants
to accomplish and talks about how Piper has killed everything
in wrestling. Cue the Harris Twins to hold Russo back as Piper
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mocks him. Piper’s music cuts him off. Oh and he raises the
hand of the man who came with him, with Piper saying he hopes
that people like this man listen to him. This was one of those
things that felt like the company thought it would be awesome
but…Russo.

We run down the card.

SATs vs. Divine Storm

Trinity is here with Divine Storm. Jose can’t break Storm’s
bridge to start so they trade springboard armdrags. They go to
a  standoff  so  it’s  off  to  Joel  to  send  Divine  outside.
Everything breaks down and Divine Storm hit a running dive to
the floor each. Trinity adds a huge moonsault of her own but
the SATs are right back with a Boston crab/camel clutch combo
to both of them at the same time.

A reverse rocking horse into a slingshot Fameasser gets two on
Divine, who comes back with what looked like a low blow.
Everything breaks down again and Divine hits what would become
known as the One Winged Angel with Jose making the save. The
super Spanish Fly is loaded up but Trinity gets in a low blow,
allowing Storm to roll Jose up for the pin at 7:33.

Rating: C+. It was another fine tag match between two decent
teams, but at the same time it wasn’t exactly a match that
felt important. Maybe Divine Storm is being built up to go
after the Tag Team Titles, but they’re not exactly stealing
the show thus far. It could be worse, but it could also be a
lot more interesting.

Here is Chris Harris for a match but hang on because here is
Vince Russo to interrupt. He says he’s here to help Harris
before moving on to Roddy Piper. He’s not going to talk about
Piper and get sued, but if Piper wants to use Owen Hart’s name
to sell a book, he’s going straight to H***. The way Russo
sees it, the NWA doesn’t care about the fans but rather about
a bunch of old people who won’t admit that it’s over. These



people want violence, smut and language. They want sex: SPORTS
ENTERTAINMENT XTREME baby!

Russo keeps seeing signs for Athena so here she is. Naturally
he  won’t  let  her  speak,  instead  telling  her  to  take  her
clothes off. She’s not interested so he calls her a b****,
earning a slap to his face. Russo grabs her by the hair and
screams at her until security comes in.

Athena goes after Russo anyway, with Russo threatening her as
the Harris Twins hold them apart. Russo gets on the Twins for
becoming bodyguards and Ron (I guess) says he’s not doing this
anymore because Russo is here. Russo tells them to take out
the trash so it’s an H Bomb to Athena. They do it again and
then beat up the other security for trying to help. This has
been a Russo segment involving a woman and that shouldn’t be a
surprise whatsoever.

In the back Bob Armstrong yells at the Harris Twins…and gives
them a match tonight. And Russo is a snake whose head needs to
be crushed.

AMW yells at Mike Tenay, who tells them to go to the ring.

Chris Harris vs. Brian Lee

The usual associates are here too. The brawl starts on the
floor with Lee knocking him over the barricade but Harris is
back with a tackle onto the announcers’ table. A suplex brings
Lee inside for the first time but a low blow slows Harris
down. Lee slugs away and his associates get in their cheap
shots from the floor. The chinlock doesn’t last long but Lee
is back up with a knee to the ribs. That’s cut off with a
running bulldog so here is Belladonna for a distraction. Said
distraction lets Lee get in a big boot for two so Mitchell
throws in a foreign object. That lets Harris hit a quick spear
for the sudden pin at 5:14.

Rating: C. Nothing to see here, partially because it was a



fairly bland match coming after the big promo from Russo.
That’s another big issue with Russo, as he gets to take over
everything going on with the show and the wrestling has to
take a huge backseat. This is a match that is part of a hot
feud,  but  instead  it’s  playing  second  fiddle  to  Russo
establishing  himself.  Lucky  us.

Ron Killings is told that if he teams up with Jeff Jarrett
against the Harris Brothers, he gets a title shot. So who was
Armstrong going to put them against if Killings said no?

James Storm vs. Slash

Slash jumps him to start but Storm gets in a quick slam. Back
up and Slash kicks him in the face, followed by a suplex for
two. The slow beating ensues until Storm manages to get in a
quick superkick for the needed breather. A Russian legsweep
gives Storm two but Belladonna offers a distraction, allowing
Slash to throw powder in his face.

Slash’s neckbreaker gets two, as does Slash rolling through a
middle rope high crossbody. A chair is thrown in and the
referee is distracted for the reverse tornado DDT onto said
chair for…two. Oh yeah Russo is in charge again. Chris Harris
has to spear Brian Lee from invading but the distraction lets
Slash  get  in  a  belt  shot  for  two  more.  For  some  reason
Mitchell gets up on the apron, allowing AMW to hit a Death
Sentence to give Storm the pin at 6:15.

Rating:  D.  The  main  event  of  Wrestlemania  isn’t  this
overbooked most of the time. Instead, it’s a six minute match
and the second instance of two members of the teams facing
off. I’m sure this is just a tiny step in their feud, but why
not throw everything you can out there for this otherwise
nothing match?

Apparently this win gets AMW a threw way bullrope match with
James Mitchell tonight. Well of course it does.



Jerry Lynn hypes up a charity event.

Bob Armstrong gives Ron Killings and Jeff Jarrett a pep talk
before the main event.

Kid Kash vs. AJ Styles vs. Amazing Red vs. Kid Kash

This is a double elimination (as in you have to take two
falls) match for an X-Division Title shot. Hold on though (of
course) as Styles jumps Red and gives him a Styles Clash on
the stage. Cue Joel Maximo to take Red’s place, because of
course.  Red  is  literally  picked  up  and  carried  out  (no
stretcher) and Maximo and Kash trade waistlocks to start.
Maximo is sent outside for a nice slingshot hurricanrana so
Styles takes Kash down with a cheap shot. That doesn’t seem to
matter as Kash gives Maximo a gutbuster, only for Maximo to
grab a German suplex for the first fall on Kash at 2:39.

Styles is in to jump Maximo but can’t give him the Clash,
instead  getting  rolled  up  for  two  more.  The  middle  rope
moonsault into the reverse DDT gives Styles another near fall
and something like White Noise gives Styles the pin on Maximo
at 5:18. Money is back in to powerbomb Styles for two but the
Buckshot Lariat is cut off by a dropkick. The Styles Clash is
reversed into a belly to back piledriver to give Money two,
followed by the Crash Landing to pin Styles at 7:20.

Kash  comes  back  in  and  gets  monkey  flipped  but  grabs  a
spinning DDT on Money. A fisherman’s buster gives Kash two and
Money’s full nelson slam gets the same. They go up and Money’s
superbomb is countered into a super hurricanrana for two,
meaning it’s time to argue with the referee. Styles gets in a
cheap shot from behind on Kash, allowing Money to roll him up
for the elimination at 10:25.

Styles is back in with the Clash to pin Money at 10:48,
leaving all three of them with a loss each. Maximo comes in to
hammer on Styles, who cuts him off with a fast dropkick.
Styles’ brainbuster gets two on Maximo and we hit a Muta Lock,



which Styles turns over to stretch Maximo even more. With that
broken  up  (despite  looking  rather  cool),  Maximo  avoids  a
charge into the corner and gets a quick two of his own.

Styles sends him outside though and Mortimer Plumtree gets in
a few stomps, as a good manager should. The slingshot Swanton
gives  Styles  two  back  inside,  as  does  Maximo’s  sitout
powerbomb. Maximo grabs a figure four necklock as we see Money
watching on, which actually makes sense for a change. Styles
gets out and hits a sitout Dominator for two more as this is
starting to drag.

Back up and Maximo grabs a quick rollup to pin Styles out of
nowhere at 19:00. So we’re down to Maximo vs. Money, with
Money coming back in for a superkick. The frog splash gives
Money two as Styles and Plumtree yells at the referee. That
means Maximo’s moonsault doesn’t get a count, allowing Money
to get in a quick piledriver to pin Maximo for the win at
21:32.

Rating: C+. I’m not sure what to make of this one, as it was a
pretty random lineup, with Red being taken out to take it down
a few notches, though the action was fine. The problem is it
did go longer than it needed to, which took away a lot of the
fun. Money winning is fine and I do like the idea of bringing
back the double elimination match, though this was a weird
spot for it.

Some of the production team talks about the charity stuff on
their website.

Sonny Siaki wants the X-Division Title.

Jerry Lynn is injured so his title defense against Siaki is
postponed until next week. As this is going on, the Harris
Twins come in the ring and go after Bill Behrens, even loading
up the table. Lynn runs in for the save and gets sent through
Behrens, through the table. Ron Killings comes in for the real
save with a chair but the Twins beat him into the crowd. The



Twins throw him off a balcony and through a table.

Bob Armstrong wants BG James to do…something tonight. Are we
supposed to know they’re father and son?

America’s Most Wanted vs. James Mitchell

This is a three way bullrope match but Mitchell comes out to
say  his  personal  physician  (Dr.  Kevorkian)  says  his  test
results aren’t great, so he can’t do this tonight. Instead,
here’s Belladonna to do it instead.

America’s Most Wanted vs. Belladonna

AMW shoves her down rather than tie up with the rope and go
after Mitchell, only for the Disciples Of The New Church to
run out for the brawl. The Disciples lay AMW out and now the
referee  is  willing  to  attach  the  rope  to  their  wrists,
allowing Mitchell to come in and choke a lot. Belladonna comes
in and ties herself by the wrist, allowing Harris to pull her
off the middle rope. A TKO lays Belladonna out and the Death
Sentence finishes her off. This was a match? Sure why not.

Don West does the preview for next week.

Curt Hennig has a sitdown interview where he talks about Vince
Russo. Hennig isn’t a fan of someone putting himself on camera
like that, but he’s also ready to win the World Title next
week.

Harris Twins vs. Jeff Jarrett/BG James

AND NEVER MIND BECAUSE JAMES WAS ATTACKED BACKSTAGE. The Twins
jump Jarrett and knock him over the barricade, where a chair
is pelted at his head. Jarrett slips out of the H Bomb, gets
knocked  down,  slips  out  of  it  again,  and  hits  a  double
clothesline.  Cue  Ron  Killings,  barely  able  to  walk  and
carrying a chair, as Jarrett cleans house with a chair and
hits a Stroke to pin Don at 5:14.



Rating: D+. It was here that I realized Jarrett is now a good
guy. Why this is seen to be a good idea is beyond me but he
was doing things here that regular tag teams couldn’t do.
Either way, the idea of having more from the Harris Twins is
not a good thing, though that’s one of roughly 18,274 issues
with this show. This was the usual angle disguised as a match,
which is even more Russo standard operating procedure.

Post match Killings says he wants Vince Russo out here so the
Twins  beat  him  down  again.  Russo  jumps  the  barricade  as
Killings gets H Bombed a few times. BG James runs in with a
chair for the save…and then lays out Killings before hugging
Russo. In case that isn’t enough, Paul Bearer pops up on stage
to end the show.

Overall Rating: D-. Oh yeah we’re in big trouble here people,
and it isn’t likely to get any better. The problem here is
that it feels like a total Russo show, with all kinds of stuff
going on and one twist after another. While that might make
for an interesting sign, you can only get so much out of that
when the people turning so much takes away what interest they
might have. At the same time, we’re looking at a main event
scene involving Jeff Jarrett, the Road Dogg and the Harris
Twins.

That’s in addition to everyone suddenly talking about Russo
(sidenote: Is Russo a TNA employee or is he just someone who
is  showing  up?  You  might  want  to  clarify  that.),  who  is
apparently the most interesting person in the world. This
promotion has gone from getting ok to absolutely awful, with
the Russo focus being the reason. I’m sure Russo would see
that as proof that he’s doing his job but….yeah not quite. It
doesn’t work when the show stops being fun and becomes a chore
to  watch,  which  is  the  case  anytime  Russo  is  prominently
featured. Awful show here, and egads Russo is atrocious.

 



 

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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