Smackdown — October 3, 2008:
That’s A New One

Smackdown

Date: October 3, 2008

Location: Resch Center, Green Bay, Wisconsin
Commentators: Jim Ross, Tazz

It's the last show before No Mercy, but more importantly, it's
the first episode of Smackdown on MyNetworkTV. This should be
especially interesting as to the best of my knowledge, I
didn’t have the network when this originally aired, so I've
actually never seen these shows. We also have to get ready for
the pay per view, which means we have a triple threat between
the World Champions. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Batista/Jeff Hardy/Rey Mysterio/Finlay vs. John
Bradshaw Layfield/MVP/Kane/The Brian Kendrick

Hornswoggle and Ezekiel Jackson are here too. During the
entrances, the Hurricane pops in to say we should get our
money back on MVP’s huge salary. Finlay and Kendrick start
things off with Finlay driving him into the corner and handing
it off to Batista, who gets quite the positive reaction. The
shoulders in the corner have Kendrick in more trouble and it’s
back to Finlay, who rams him into the apron. Kendrick gets
tied up in the ring skirt and Hornswoggle dives on MVP to
prevent a save.

We take a break and come back with Mysterio hitting a heck of
a kick to Kendrick’s head, setting up the sliding legdrop.
Hardy comes in with a top rope shot to the arm but Kendrick
manages a dropkick to cut Finlay off. Hornswoggle steals
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Kendrick’s jacket so Jackson jumps Finlay, allowing JBL to
come in. The villains start taking turns beating on Finlay,
including MVP’'s cravate and knee drop for two.

Finlay can’t quite fight back against JBL, who boots him in
the face for two as we flash back to Wrestlemania (commentary
doesn’t point that out, missing quite the advertising plug,
even if the Wrestlemania special had already aired). A shot to
the face finally gets Finlay out of trouble and Batista comes
in to start wrecking people. Kane’s chokeslam is broken up and
it’s a spinebuster to MVP. Kendrick breaks up the Batista Bomb
but gets backdropped for his efforts. Mysterio’s splash off of
Batista’'s shoulders hits MVP but Kane saves Kendrick and MVP
from a double 619.

We take another break and come back with Kane hitting a
basement dropkick for two on Mysterio, followed by the
chinlock. It’s back to Kendrick for a crossarm choke before
JBL'’s fall away slam gets one, with Batista making the save.
Kendrick’s top rope stomp to the head gets two but Mysterio
manages to get over for the much needed tag to Hardy.
Everything breaks down and Kane gets dropkicked out to the
floor, leaving Mysterio to 619 MVP. The Swanton gives Hardy
the pin.

Rating: B-. Well it certainly got time and that helped a lot.
The good thing about a match like this is it allows you to
have a variety of people out there rather than having things
limited to just a few options. Finlay and Mysterio took a
beating and then Hardy got the win. That’s about all it needed
to be and it went fine as a way to showcase a bunch of people
to the new audience.

Long video on Undertaker vs. Big Show. It’'s still not
interesting.

Mike Adamle, Tiffany and Teddy Long are in the back when Big
Show comes in to ask why they’re in Vickie Guerrero’s (not



here) office. They’'re here to represent Raw or possibly help
run Smackdown, but Show throws them out. Chavo Guerrero comes
in to say he'’s worried about Undertaker but Show tells him to
shut up. They argue over who should be in charge tonight, with
Show saying either do as he says, or they’ll have a match
against each other. Guerrero realizes that Show is in charge.

Santino Marella vs. Shelton Benjamin

Non-title and Beth Phoenix is here with Marella. Hurricane
pops in to say Honky Tonk Man would be rolling over in his
grave if...and then Hurricane realizes Honky Tonk Man isn’t
dead. Marella explains the Honk-A-Meter and that he’s the
champion of the whole world rather than just the United
States, thereby making him better. Benjamin’s response is that
he isn’t impressed. Benjamin wastes no time in kicking Marella
in the face and adding a knee to the leg for a fast start.
Paydirt hits..but here is R-Truth rapping through the crowd.
The easily distracted Benjamin gets powerbombed off the middle
rope to give Marella the pin.

Post match R-Truth asks What'’s Up as Benjamin seethes.

Here is Big Show for a chat. He tells Vickie Guerrero that
he’s got everything under control so sit back and watch Chavo
Guerrero have a special match.

Chavo Guerrero vs. Great Khali/Mark Henry

A lot of slamming ensues, followed by Khali grabbing the Vice
Grip for the total destruction in less than two minutes. It'’s
exactly what you would have expected.

Post match Show knocks Guerrero out with the big right hand.
Show says he can do that to Undertaker just as easily and
there’s the gong. Undertaker is in the ring and Show isn’t,
meaning we get to wait even longer to see this.



Colons vs. Cody Rhodes/Ted DiBiase

Before the match, Carlito says this was going to be a two on
two match but Manu would be standing out there like an idiot
so let’s make it a six man.

CM Punk/Colons vs. Cody Rhodes/Manu/Ted DiBiase

Primo rolls DiBiase up for a fast two and the Colons dropkick
DiBiase and Rhodes out to the floor. Manu low bridges Carlito
to the floor though and Rhodes sends him into the barricade to
take over. Manu’s running headbutt sets up a middle rope stomp
to give DiBiase two. The chinlock doesn’t last long and it's
back to Primo, who is quickly taken into the wrong corner. The
crossface chickenwing works a bit better for Rhodes but he
misses a dropkick, allowing Punk to come in. A high kick drops
DiBiase and there’s the running knee/bulldog for two as
everything breaks down. Carlito dives onto Manu and the GTS
finishes DiBiase.

Rating: C+. Punk brought some charisma here and it helps to
have him help boost up the new champions. Rhodes and DiBiase
are associated with Randy Orton and Punk wants to get his
hands on him so beating up the lackeys isn’t a bad way to go.
The Colons get something out of it as well so this was a nice
mixture.

Beth Phoenix vs. Michelle McCool

Non-title lumberjack match. Phoenix grabs a front facelock to
start and a wheelbarrow rollup is countered. A suplex drops
Michelle again and we hit the Argentinean backbreaker. McCool
kicks off the rope to escape and gets two off a rollup. A boot
to the chest gives McCool two more and Phoenix is sent
outside. The lumberjacks don’t do anything so McCool goes
after her and gets beaten down. Back in and McCool tries to go
up but gets caught by Maryse, allowing the Glam Slam to finish
for Phoenix.




Rating: C. This was a good example of the problem with these
matches, as there almost has to be some interference to
protect the losing champion. In this case it was Maryse
interfering, though there wasn’t much of a reason for this to
be a lumberjack outside of setting it up. Phoenix continues to
be ahead of everyone else in the division, though McCool
didn’t do badly at all.

Video on Shawn Michaels vs. Chris Jericho.

No Mercy rundown.

Matt Hardy vs. HHH vs. Chris Jericho

Non-title. Jericho gets double teamed to start, with a suplex
sending him down for a knee drop from HHH. Hardy sends him
shoulder first into the post but HHH gives Hardy a DDT.
Jericho is back up so HHH gives him a suplex for two, only to
get hit with a clothesline. Back up and HHH hits his jumping
knee on Jericho but gets pulled down by Hardy. A double
triangle dropkick puts Hardy and HHH down on the floor as we
take a break.

We come back with Jericho in control but HHH cuts him off with
the spinebuster. The Pedigree is loaded up but Jericho
catapults HHH into the corner, crotching Hardy on top in the
process. The ensuing superplex is countered into a Tower Of
Doom though and everyone is down.

Back up and Jericho misses the Lionsault, with HHH sending him
into Hardy. That lets Jericho grab the Walls so Hardy makes a
save, with a small package getting two. Jericho’s bulldog is
broken up but Hardy gives him one of his own for another near
fall. The Side Effect drops Jericho but HHH is back in with a
Pedigree to pin Hardy.

Rating: B-. You could pretty much pencil in Hardy as the one
taking the fall and since this is HHH’s show, the end result
wasn’'t exactly in doubt. The match was decent enough and



everyone at least got in some, but it never got to some really
good level. It’s a nice concept, though with ECW as a distant
third brand, Hardy was little more than a sacrificial lamb.

Post match Jericho jumps both of them and brings in a ladder
but Jeff Hardy runs in for the save. HHH goes after Jeff and
gets taken down by a Twist Of Fate. Vladimir Kozlov comes in
and lays out the good guys to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. Well, it was an idea. The problem is I'm
not sure how well it actually worked. The big Smackdown match
for No Mercy, HHH vs. Jeff Hardy, barely got any focus save
for the last two minutes for the show, where it was
overshadowed by Vladimir Kozlov. Other than that, Big Show vs.
Undertaker is hardly interesting and hasn’t been since it
started. I did like the opener and main event, though that was
more due to the people involved and a lot of them were guest
stars. It’'’s not a terrible show, but this isn’t something that
can be done every week and that’s a problem.

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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