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It’s time for a regular show this week after three in one
week. That’s quite the lineup, but last week did feature a
heck of a swerve in the featured tag match. Hopefully they can
follow up on that, as it’s certainly an interesting story. As
usual, there are pieces in ROH that can work, but they need
the right presentation. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

The opening recap looks at Jay Lethal’s turn last week.

Opening sequence.

Aaron Solo vs. Ace Austin
They go with the grappling to start with Austin taking him
down into a headscissors. Solo reverses into a headlock but
Austin breaks it up and kicks him in the back. That earns
Austin a trip to the floor though and Solo hits a slingshot
dive. Back in and we hit the front facelock, followed by a
running dropkick for two.

They head out to the apron, where Solo is sent outside for a
kick to the chest. The Fold is blocked so Solo is catapulted
into the corner, where he bounces right back out with a double
stomp for two. Solo’s charge in the corner misses though and
Austin hits a nice springboard spinning kick to the face. The
Fold finishes Solo at 7:35.

Rating: C+. I like Austin a good bit, but dang it shouldn’t be

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2026/01/09/ring-of-honor-january-8-2026-review-swirl-adam-priest-tommy-billington/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2026/01/09/ring-of-honor-january-8-2026-review-swirl-adam-priest-tommy-billington/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2026/01/02/ring-of-honor-january-1-2026-im-speechless/


taking him seven and a half minutes to get rid of Solo. I’ll
take that over a loss though, as at least he’s getting some
ring time and starting to establish himself. Just maybe let
him be a bit more dominant next time around?

Athena knows she is the best in the world but she keeps having
to deal with problems. She has a massive target on her back
and she kept failing to prove her greatness in 2025. Who is
she if she can’t bring home any gold for her minions? How did
she get in this position? The only person she can depend on is
herself.

Cru vs. Will Allday/Jay Alexander
Lacey Lane is now with Cru and Andretti starts with Allday.
Hold on though as Allday springboard kicks Rush off the apron
and hands it off to Alexander. Everything breaks down and Cru
hits stereo dives to the floor. Back in and Cru goes with the
misdirection to take Alexander down. Allday’s missile dropkick
hits Alexander by mistake and a double Falcon Arrow finishes
Allday at 2:19. This has been your reminder that Cru is in
fact still around.

Christopher  Daniels  talks  about  how  Leila  Grey  is  out  of
action for a long time with an injury. Now though, Zayda Steel
is taking her place. I’m not sure how well that is going to
fit but it’s something.

Darius Martin/Zayda Steel vs. Lee Moriarty/Trish
Adora
Mixed tag and the rest of their teams are here. Moriarty works
on a cravate to start before taking Martin down by the arm.
With that going to a standoff, Adora comes in to take over on
Steel, including a mocking arm crank. Steel is back with a
sunset flip but the referee is distracted, meaning no count.
They  trade  kicks  to  the  face  and  it’s  back  to  the  men.
Everything breaks down and Steel jumps onto Adora to hammer
away, followed by a Canadian Destroyer to Moriarty. Shane



Taylor offers a distraction though and Steel gets dropped with
the Lariat Tubman for the pin at 6:15.

Rating: C+. So Steel joins the team and loses ten minutes
later. Great to see that kind of a start, as they made sure
she gets no momentum for the debuting team. But at least
Adora, who is pretty much exactly where she was years ago,
gets a pin. I’m sure that will put her in titl….oh you get the
idea already.

We look back at Madison Rayne’s retirement match last week.

Billie  Starkz/Diamante  vs.  Reiza  Clarke/Shay
Karmichael
Athena is here with Starkz and Diamante. Karmichael and Starkz
lock up to start with the former yelling a lot. Starkz takes
Karmichael into the corner and it’s a double toss to send her
crashing down for two. Clarke comes in and gets caught with a
quick Stunner, leaving Diamante to hit a rolling cutter to pin
Karmichael at 3:48.

Rating: C. Pretty much a total squash here with Starkz and
Diamante getting to dominate the jobbers to please Athena.
That’s all this needed to be and now we get to see what is
next for them. In theory it’s a run towards the Women’s Tag
Team  Titles  and  I’m  not  quite  sure  I  see  that  actually
happening.

Cru says they’re back with new member Lacey Lane.

Rachael  Ellering/Demo  Diamond/Delynn  Cavens  vs.
Premiere Athletes
Daivari and Cavens start things off with Cavens being taken
into  the  corner  for  the  double  beatdown.  Nese’s  bridging
northern lights suplex gets two, with the rather tall Diamond
making the save. Denali comes in to stare at him and it’s off
to Ellering, with Denali not being impressed. Some running



shoulders don’t do much to Denali, who drops her with a big
boot. Everything breaks down and a chop block puts Diamond
down, leaving Nese to pumphandle driver Cavens for the pin at
4:30.

Rating: C. And now I’m sure the Premiere Athletes will be
launched into the stratosphere, just like I’m sure they will
be after every single win they have. They’ve been around since
the beginning of Ring Of Honor and do just about the same
things they did at the start. Yet they’re still trotted out
there, thankfully with Denali there to at least change the act
just a tiny bit. Either drop them, change them up in a big way
or do something with them already.

Frat House vs. Dalton Castle/Outrunners
Magnum and Garrison start things off with Magnum grabbing a
hiptoss. It’s off to Floyd for a running knee and a double
hiptoss. Garrison drives him into the corner and a grab of the
leg from the floor lets Karter hit a clothesline. Floyd gets
sent into the corner for the beating, including a collection
of choking. Vance and Floyd collide, followed by the tag off
to Castle for the house cleaning. A triple slam drops the
villains  and  the  Mega  Powers  Elbow  into  the  Bang  A  Rang
finishes Karter at 6:01.

Rating: C+. At least Castle and the Outrunners are fun and
seem to be having a good time out there. It makes for some
more entertaining matches, though the Frat House lost its
charm a long time ago. It’s also not a great sign that a match
this short was one of the best on the show, though maybe it
moves them closer to a title shot.

Johnny TV and Taya Valkyrie aren’t happy with Red Velvet, as
Valkyrie wants a title shot. Velvet just happens to be there
to offer Valkyrie a Proving Ground match.



MxM Collection vs. Von Erichs
Oh joy the Von Erichs are back. I had forgotten how pathetic
these losers were. Mansoor gets shouldered down to start and a
double dropkick does it again. The Collection takes over on
the floor, with Ross’ hand being crushed underneath the steps.
Ross’ cowboy hat is stolen as the Collection keeps working on
the hand, which is put in the turnbuckle for a kick from
Mansoor.

A big boot gets Ross out of trouble and the tag brings in
Marshall to clean house. Marshall’s running clothesline in the
corner sets up a pop up powerslam but Madden is back in for
the save. A leg lariat Hart Attack connects but the Centerfold
is broken up. Ross’ hand is fine enough to claw slam Mansoor
for the pin at 6:32.

Rating: C. This has been the latest example of the Von Erichs
living off their family name because they aren’t good enough
or interesting enough to do anything on their own. The idea of
having the Von Erichs continue their legacy in Texas is fine,
but the team couldn’t be less interesting if they tried. The
“aw shucks, we’re just two good old boys from TEXAS” stuff is
terrible and we’re probably going to be stuck with them while
this whole residency goes on.

We look at LFI winning the Tag Team Titles at Final Battle.
Probably not a good sign that we need a reminder about a month
later.

Kiran Grey vs. Sammy Guevara
Guevara flips him off to start, marking the first and only
time anyone has ever done that in wrestling. Grey sweeps the
leg to start and they fight outside with Grey sending him hard
into the barricade. Back in and a clothesline turns Guevara
inside out but he knocks Grey out of the air. The GTH ends
Grey at 2:38. This was the “get Guevara some momentum back,
even though he really didn’t have any in the first place,



after he lost to Bandido on Dynamite because there was no one
but Guevara to take that loss” special.

Swirl vs. Tommy Billington/Adam Priest
Jay Lethal is here with the Swirl. Johnson and Billington
start things off with Johnson cutting off a charge in the
corner. Priest comes in to chop Christian hard in the corner,
causing Christian to fake a knee injury. That lets Johnson get
in a cheap shot from behind to take over, with Lethal adding a
strut. The chinlock doesn’t last long as Priest gets up to hit
a clothesline, allowing the tag off to Billington.

Everything breaks down and Johnson gets spiked for two. The
half crab has Christian in trouble and Johnson gets crossfaced
at the same time. Johnson powers up and Death Valley Drivers
Billington onto the other two for the save. Christian hits a
450 for two on Billington, earning Billington a toss to the
floor. A suicide headbutt drops Priest on the floor, leaving
Billington to Tombstone Johnson. Christian is back in to drop
Billington though and the Vanilla Choke Zero gets the tap at
10:12.

Rating: B-. Above all else, it was nice to have a story that
actually felt important. This is by far the biggest story in
Ring Of Honor and it was a fine way to go to move things
forward. Christian winning the World Title doesn’t sound like
the worst idea, though it might take some time before we
finally get there.

Post match the big beatdown is on to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. I cannot get my head around how they
manage to make this show so uninteresting week to week. There
are some watchable enough matches, such as the main event, but
so much of the problem is Ring Of Honor/AEW has gone out of
its way to show just how unimportant a lot of these people
really are. That was on full display here, as it feels like
you could have seen some of these matches at any point in the



last year plus. That makes for a very tedious show and it took
me more than a few sittings to watch this one. Please either
shorten  the  thing  or  put  in  more  effort  on  the  stories,
because this was drek.

Results
Ace Austin b. Aaron Solo – The Fold
Cru b. Will Allday/Jay Alexander – Double Falcon Arrow to
Allday
Trish Adora/Lee Moriarty b. Darius Martin/Zayda Steel – Lariat
Tubman to Steel
Diamante/Billie  Starkz  b.  Shay  Karmichael/Reiza  Clarke  –
Rolling cutter to Karmichael
Premiere  Athletes  b.  Rachael  Ellering/Demo  Diamond/Delynn
Cavens – Pumphandle driver to Cavens
Dalton Castle/Outrunners b. Frat House – Bang A Rang to Karter
Von Erichs b. MxM Collection – Claw slam to Mansoor
Sammy Guevara b. Kiran Grey – GTH
Swirl b. Tommy Billington/Adam Priest – Vanilla Choke Zero to
Billington

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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