TNA Genesis 2026: Two Days
Late

Genesis 2026

Date: January 17, 2026

Location: Curtis Culwell Center, Garland, Texas
Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

It’s the first pay per view of the year and it’s coming off
the heels of a less than well received Impact debut on AMC.
The main event was made that night, as new World Champion Mike
Santana will defend against Frankie Kazarian in a Texas
Deathmatch, with Nic Nemeth as guest referee. Granted that
announcement didn’t make air, but that’s what social media is
for these days. Let’s get to it.

Kickoff Show: International Title: KJ Orso vs.
Eric Young vs. BDE vs. Stacks

Stacks, with Arianna Grace, 1is defending and you might know
Orso better as an unmasked Fuego del Sol. Stacks jumps BDE to
start fast and Young follows BDE outside. That leaves Orso to
take over in the corner, including a slingshot to send Stacks
to the floor. We pause for Young to yell at some fans but BDE
jumps him from behind. Stacks decks BDE and steals his phone
for some live streaming, only for BDE to take Stacks down with
a dive.

Orso gets in a knockdown of his own and stops to pose with
BDE, with Rehwoldt not being pleased. The villains get
hammered in the corner but fight back without too much
trouble. BDE forearms his way back and Codebreakers Stacks,
much to the fans’ delight. Orso is back up to cutter BDE as a
handful of fans try a THIS IS AWESOME chant. The Orso Driver
gets two on BDE with Stacks getting back up. BDE’'s springboard
cutter drops Stacks, only for Young to come back with a
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neckbreaker. Young piledrives Orso, only for Stacks to toss
him outside and steal the retaining pin at 6:22.

Rating: C+. This was pretty by the book, with the ending being
about what I was expecting with the story of Stacks having the
deck, uh, stacked against him. That’s a fine way to go and
this was a perfectly acceptable way to get the fans warmed up.
Unfortunately it'’s part of the battling authority figures,
which doesn’t exactly bode well.

Santino Marella isn’'t pleased but Daria Rae comes in to tell
him to shut up. If Marella is going to make a match based on
emotion, Rae might have to do something similar.

Here is the Personal Concierge to introduce the Elegance
Brand, including Mr. Elegance. The Concierge does not think
much of the way the fans around here smell. The Brand will not
be wrestling tonight, but they will be sitting in the front
row for this next match.

Kickoff Show: Indi Hartwell/Vicki Venuto vs. Mila
Moore/Tessa Blanchard

The Elegance Brand is at ringside and Robert Stone/Victoria
Crawford are here with the villains. Blanchard allows Venuto
to grab a headlock to start and doesn’t like how aggressive
things get. It’s off to Hartwell for a suplex so Venuto can
get two, only to have her get taken into the wrong corner.
Moore works on Venuto’s leg and the pace slows way down, with
Moore and Blanchard taking turns with knees to said leg.

Back up and Blanchard slaps her in the face in the corner.
That'’s enough for Venuto to fight out of trouble and bring in
Hartwell to clean house. Everything breaks down and Stone
offers a distraction, allowing Crawford to crotch Venuto.
Hartwell goes after them but gets into it with the Brand,
leaving Blanchard to hit the Buzzsaw DDT for the pin at 7:51.

Rating: C-. Not much to this one, as there were so many people



floating around and a lot of it was just slow motion work on
Venuto’'s leg. It doesn’t help that Venuto is brand new and
Hartwell is only so good on her best day. Moore has a great
look and putting her with Blanchard isn’t a bad idea. I'm
curious to see where that winds up going so it’'s certainly a
start.

And now the show proper.
Romeo Vaughn sings the National Anthem.

The opening video is mainly a recap of the AMC debut, which
serves as a preview for the pay per view.
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AJ Francis vs. Rich Swann

Swann has to fight out of an early Down Payment attempt and
knocks Francis into the corner for some right hands. Francis
gets knocked to the floor, where he can’t hit a Down Payment
onto the apron. Back in and Swann’s handspring elbow 1is
chopped out of the air and a crossbody is countered into a
toss AA to send Swann flying.

Francis knocks him outside again for nine and the frustration
is clearly setting in. Swann grabs a jawbreaker so Francis
kicks him in the face for two. The chinlock doesn’t last long
and Swann fires off his own kicks, setting up a cartwheel



splash. A 450 gives Swann two so Francis knocks him down, only
for a moonsault to be broken up. Swann bites him in the face
to knock Francis back down but Francis Pounces Swann out of
the air in a big crash.

Another Down Payment attempt is blocked so Francis grabs a
Styles Clash for two more. Somehow Swann is back with a
Canadian Destroyer into a splash for two of his own as Francis
is in trouble. Another handspring is cut off though and a
reverse Down Payment sets up the regular version for the pin
on Swann at 12:14.

Rating: C+. This was a good example of a match where they
didn’t make things too complicated. Swann wanted to put
Francis out and used his speed but couldn’t get around the
size and power. That's a fine way to go as it’s about as
classic of a wrestling story as you’ll get. Francis might not
be the top star in the company, but he’s good at what he does.

We run down the card.
We look at Mike Santana regaining the World Title.

Mike Santana hopes Frankie Kazarian is coming for the fight of
his life, because that’s what Santana is bringing this week.
His daughter is glad he’s back and tonight he’ll show why he
is the realest to ever do it.
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Elijah vs. Mustafa Ali

Order 4 is here with Ali, who is mad that Elijah tied him to a
horse and rode away. Elijah takes out the Great Hands to start
and goes after Ali, sending him hard into the corner. Ali
tries to pick up the pace but walks into a sitout powerbomb
for an early two. They go outside with Elijah chopping away
before taking out the Great Hands again. This time it’'s enough
of a distraction for Ali to get in a cheap shot to take over
for the first time.

Back in and Ali cranks on the arm but gets leveraged out to
the floor. Ali is right back with the rolling neckbreaker and
they slug it out until Elijah shrugs off a superkick. One heck
of a clothesline drops Ali, followed by a jumping knee for
two. Back up and Ali grabs a Death Valley Driver for two of
his own but Elijah hits a quick Highwayman'’s Farewell.

Ali bridges out before he passes out, which is a bit of a
stretch but at least it looked cool. Elijah loads up a super
Highwayman’s Farewell but Ali slips out and hits a dropkick.
That’s fine with Elijah, who hits a super chokebomb but
Special Agent Zero pulls the referee. The Great Hands are
ejected as well, leaving Tasha Steelz to grab the guitar.
Elijah goes after her but gets guitared in the back by Ali for
the pin at 9:35.

Rating: C+. Ali’s push continues and I'm wondering what the
next step is for him. It wouldn’t be out of the question to
have him move into the main event scene, though I'm not sure I
can imagine TNA pulling the trigger in that direction. Elijah
fighting against a group of villains isn’t a bad thing, though
in theory he’s going to want revenge.

We recap Eddie Edwards vs. JDC. They’'re old friends but it’s
JDC’'s last match and he has requested to face Edwards, who
accepted.
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JDC vs. Eddie Edwards

They come out at the same time to the same music in a nice
touch. JDC (in Terry Funk style tights) tries an early rollup
to start fast and Edwards applauds him. They fight over arm
control to no avail so it’'s time to run the ropes, with JDC
hitting a dropkick. The armdrag into an armbar doesn’t last
long as Edwards 1is back up with a clothesline. JDC’s snap
powerslam gets two but Edwards catches him with an enziguri on
top.

A super hurricanrana sends JDC outside and there’s the
required suicide dive. JDC is back up with a drop onto the
apron, followed by a nice spinwheel kick back inside to put
both of them down. A running boot to the face sends Edwards
outside and JDC is back up with a running flip dive to drop
him again. Back in and a slingshot legdrop gives JDC two and a
Falcon Arrow gets the same.

JDC charges into a Blue Thunder Bomb for two and we hit the
chinlock. With that broken up, Edwards dives into a Liontamer,
followed by a Codebreaker to give JDC two. They go up top with
JDC grabbing a super Air Raid Crash for two more. Edwards 1is
back with the Boston Knee Party for two, setting up the
Diehard Driver. Another Boston Knee Party (with JDC telling
him to do it) finishes JIDC’s career at 17:12.



Rating: B. I'm really not sure what to say here, as the match
was good enough, but it was just kind of a match. There was
little in the way of heat or anything beyond two friends
having a pretty good match. JDC isn’t exactly someone you
think of getting a big sendoff, so while it was entertaining,
it gets more of a “well, ok then” reaction.

Post match the System comes out to give JIDC the big sendoff.
JDC thanks the fans and commentary before leaving.

We recap Mara Sade vs. Ryan Nemeth in an intergender match.
Well kind of as we'’re told there is an issue and then go to
the intros. Basically Sade keeps superkicking him, including
after Nemeth hit on her.
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Ryan Nemeth vs. Mara Sade

Nemeth shoves her into the corner to start and quickly flips
her away to escape a sleeper. The threat of a superkick sends
Nemeth outside and Sade is right there with a dive. Back in
and Nemeth sweeps the leg out so Sade slaps him in the face.
Nemeth gyrates a bit and threatens a right hand, earning
himself a tornado DDT. Nemeth counters a sunset flip into a
rollup and grabs the rope for two, with the referee catching
the cheating. Sade goes up but Nemeth dropkicks her down and
grabs the rope for the pin at 5:20.



Rating: C-. Uh..ok then. I'm not sure what that was, as Sade
got in a bit of offense but then got beaten with a quickly
dropkick and some cheating. That'’s all there was going on here
and it wasn’t even entertaining. This felt like it should have
been a big comedy match but instead it just kind of came and
went. Weird choice here.

Stacks and Arianna Grace aren’t worried about Santino Marella
and tell him to worry about losing his job instead.

Knockouts Title: Zaria vs. Lei Ying Lee

Lee is defending with Zaria serving as a replacement for Dani
Luna, who had visa issues, and Sol Ruca/Xia Brookside are here
as the seconds. Zaria goes with the power to start but Lee is
back with a few kicks. Some choking in the corner drops Lee
for two and it’s off to something like a Texas Cloverleaf.

Lee reverses into an STF, which 1is broken up so Lee strikes
her into the corner instead. Some right hands in the corner
have Zaria in more trouble but she’s able to block Warrior’s
Way. Lee loads up a choke but Zaria reverses into a cannonball
into the corner. They head out to the apron to strike it out,
with Zaria driving her back first onto said apron.

Cue the Elegance Brand to watch as Zaria hits a spear into an
F5, with the referee getting bumped. The Brand runs in so
Brookside and Ruca cut them off for a brawl into the back.
With them four of them gone, Zaria goes up top but gets caught
with a super hurricanrana. They slug it out until another F5
is countered into a DDT. The Warrior’s Way retains the title
at 14:23.

Rating: B. They were in a very tough spot here with a cold
match (not their fault, as Zaria was a last minute
replacement) and managed to turn it into something pretty
good. While I usually don’t like all of the shenanigans, it
makes sense to have the interference this time, as there was
nothing else going on with the match. Zaria needs to win



something sooner than later, though a heel turn doesn’t feel
crazy either.

Post match Elayna Black comes out to suggest she’s next in
line for the title.

Nic Nemeth talks about how his ten count decides who walks
away with World Title.

We recap the Righteous challenging the Hardys for the Tag Team
Titles. The Righteous came in acting like they were really
friendly but it seems they want to take/replace the Hardys.
Then they got violent on Impact (including a chain through
Jeff’s gauge) to make it a bit more traditional.
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Tag Team Titles: Hardys vs. Righteous

The Hardys are defending and pull the Righteous outside to
start the brawl on the floor. They fight until Matt and
Vincent start things off with Matt taking him down and
hammering away. Jeff comes in with a slingshot legdrop and
Poetry In Motion makes it worse. Matt adds the Side Effect for
two but Dutch grabs him from the apron.

Dutch comes in for some elbows in the corner, setting up
Vincent’s running Downward Spiral for two. Matt manages a
desperation Twist Of Fate to Dutch, allowing the tag off to



Jeff. That means something like a weird reverse full nelson
twist (it’s hard to describe), followed by the Plot Twist for
two. Dutch trips Matt from the floor though and the villains
take over again.

A Twist Of Fate into the Swanton gets two on Jeff, with Matt
making the save. Dutch’s apron legdrop to the floor misses
Jeff for a big crash, leaving Matt to go after Vincent. Hold
on though as Vincent backs away, with Dutch saying this 1is
what they wanted: to hurt. Matt has had enough of this and
it's the Twist Of Fate into the Swanton to finish Vincent and
retain at 12:40.

Rating: C+. The Righteous feel like another team of wannabe
cult guys and that’s only going to go so far. While they might
stick around, this feels like the height of what they’re
doing, though odds are we’ll get a violent rematch. At the
same time, someone has to take the titles from the Hardys and
I have no idea who is supposed to do that at this point.

We look at Leon Slater not being able to win the US Title on
Smackdown. Slater can’t be here due to visa issues (fair) but
he wants to thank Joe Hendry for taking his place in the
triple threat. He’ll defend the title as soon as he can get
back.
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Joe Hendry vs. Moose vs. Cedric Alexander

Hendry 1is replacing Slater so it’s just a triple threat with
nothing on the line. Moose starts fast to clean house but
Hendry snaps off a hurricanrana. Hendry gets knocked outside
for a dive from Alexander and Moose is backdropped HARD onto
the steps. We pause for the medics to check on Moose, leaving
Alexander to roll Hendry up for two. A dropkick to the back of
the head keeps Hendry in trouble and a Michinoku Driver gives
Alexander another near fall.

Moose is still down and the other two hit stereo clotheslines
for a double down. Somehow Moose is able to get up (while
holding his back) and takes over on both of them, including
quite the chop to Hendry. Moose superplexes Hendry, who rolls
through into a suplex, only for Alexander to frog splash
Hendry for two. Alexander goes up but Moose chokebombs him
back down for two but Hendry'’s pop up powerbomb drops Moose
for another near fall.

Hendry'’s spinning pose lands him in a Death Valley Driver from
Alexander, who grabs a crossface for a bonus. With that broken
up, Alexander Styles Clashes Moose for two and everyone 1is
down, with the fans approving. Moose spears Alexander for two
but his back gives out. That earns him a Lumbar Check from
Alexander, only for Hendry to grab the Standing Ovation to pin
Alexander at 15:20.

Rating: B. Well that’s a choice. You have the former TNA guy,
who has moved on to WWE, come back and show that he can beat
two TNA stars at once. I get that Hendry hasn’t been gone from
TNA for long and the fans still love him, but maybe don’t have
the #1 contender to the X-Division Title get pinned before the
title match?

Santino Marella brings out the Kickoff Show panel to make
predictions for the main event. Everyone picks Mike Santana
and it’s up to Tommy Dreamer but Daria Rae interrupts. Well



she’s a hero as far as I'm concerned. Anyway, she says we
don’t have time for this so let’s get to the video package.

We recap the main event, with Mike Santana defending the World
Title against Frankie Kazarian in a Texas Deathmatch with Nic
Nemeth as guest referee. Santana won the title but Kazarian
used his Call Your Shot title shot to take it away. Then
Santana won it back on Thursday so it’s rubber match time.
Nemeth has his own Call Your Shot as well.

TNA World Title: Mike Santana vs. Frankie Kazarian

Santana 1s defending, Nic Nemeth 1s guest referee, and it'’s a
Texas Deathmatch, which is basically Last Man Standing but you
have to score a fall before the ten count begins. Kazarian
bails to the floor to start but Santana catches him coming
back inside with some kicks. A big boot misses though and they
fight to the floor, where Santana hits a dive off the steps.

It’s time for a table, but first Santana uses a chair for a
step up cannonball against the barricade. The fight heads into
the crowd with Kazarian sending him into some walls but a
superplex off a balcony is blocked. Instead Santana hits a
dive of his own and they fight into a back hall. Kazarian
trashcans him in the back and a slam on the floor gets two.
They come back to ringside, where Kazarian grabs a suplex but
sets up some weapons rather than covering.

Some chairs to the back have Santana in more trouble and the
fans tell Kazarian that he’s not overly popular. Fade To Black
onto some open chairs is broken up and Santana piledrives him
onto the chairs for the pin at 9:32. Kazarian beats the count
at nine and he has to fight out of another piledriver from the
apron. Santana goes up but the bleeding Kazarian cutters him
down through a table at ringside for the pin at 12:04.

Santana beats the count as well so Kazarian knocks him into
the steps and grabs a ladder. That takes too long and Santana
is back up with a barbed wire baseball bat. A shot to the head



makes Kazarian bleed even more and Santana plants him with a
Samoan driver. Santana puts him on the table and hits a frog
splash from the ladder for..two? Ok then. Santana yells at
Nemeth but the replay shows that it was the right call. Back
up and Kazarian spits at Santana, who wraps his arm with the
barbed wire for Spin The Block. Kazarian is pinned 18:29 and
Santana retains at 19:11.

Rating: B-. It was a fine brawl, but Nemeth changed absolutely
nothing and Santana has already had his big moment twice now.
I get that they wanted the title change for the AMC debut but
it sucked the life out of the title change here. It was good
enough though and Santana standing tall to end the show is
absolutely the right call at the moment.

Post match Nemeth tries to cash in with a Danger Zone but
Santana drops him with the Spin The Block. Santana celebrates
to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. They were in a weird spot here and some of
the results showed it. The biggest issue was they had their
major show two days ago and this show was little more than
follow up. It’s not a show that you need to see, but it is
miles better than the disaster that was this week’s Impact.
The problem though is a lot of the damage has already been
done and I'm not sure how they can really make up for it
anytime soon. This helped, though it only had so much impact.

Results

Stacks b. BDE, KJ Orso and Eric Young — Piledriver to Orso
Mila Moore/Tessa Blanchard b. Indi Hartwell/Vicki Venuto -
Buzzsaw DDT to Venuto

AJ Francis b. Rich Swann — Down Payment

Mustafa Ali b. Elijah — Guitar shot

Eddie Edwards b. JDC — Boston Knee Party

Ryan Nemeth b. Mara Sade — Rollup while holding the rope

Lei Ying Lee b. Zaria — Warrior’s Way

Hardys b. Righteous — Swanton Bomb to Vincent



Joe Hendry b. Cedric Alexander and Moose — Standing Ovation to
Alexander

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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