AEW Dynamite - April 15,
2026: Whoo Boy. Ok Then. And
A Comic Book Miniseries.

Dynamite
Date: April 15, 2026

Location: Angel Of The Winds Arena, Everett, Washington
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Excalibur, Bryan Danielson

It's the first show after Dynasty, which was another good pay
per view that ended with MJF retaining the World Title over
Kenny Omega. That is the kind of ending that would leave you
wondering where the title picture is going next, but this
isn’t the most common situation. In this case we have Darby
Allin coming after the title after beating Andrade El Idolo on
Sunday. Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynasty if you need a recap.

MJF arrives and ignores Renee Paquette but talks to Don
Callis. After an exchange of pleasantries and praise, MJF says
Andrade will never be title material because he screwed up.
Renee finally yells at MJF to get his attention: Allin wants

his title match TONIGHT and it’s RIGHT NOW. MJF: “WHAT THE
Fr#x227"

AEW World Title: Maxwell Jacob Friedman vs. Darby
Allin

MJF 1is defending but hang on because he says this isn’t
happening and threatens to sue everyone from Allin to that
pervert Justin Roberts. MJF says that Allin is talented but
not that good so..and Allin cuts him off. Allin says you only
need one night to turn the wrestling world on its head.

He's crying as he talks about how he hung posters for this
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show. He worked so hard to get here and climbed Mount Everest
and now he wants the World Title. RING THE BELL! Actually hang
on as Bryan Danielson grabs the mic and says Tony Khan agrees
that it isn’t fair for MJF to defend the title on no notice.
So he can defend it against Allin...in tonight’s main event or
be stripped of the title. MJF is ticked and Allin is thrilled.
No match here.

After Dynasty, Kenny Omega didn’t have much to say but ran
into Will Ospreay in the trainer’s room. Omega doesn’t think
he has much time left but Ospreay has the heart of a wrestler
and years to go. Ospreay wants the World Title and thinks
Omega can do it too. He calls Omega his hero and leaves. The
hero bit gets to Omega, who thinks he might still have a
chance and asks for the cameras to be cut. This was good
stuff, as Omega being the legend who isn’t sure if he has it
anymore and Ospreay as the current version of what Omega used
to be is interesting.

Tommaso Ciampa vs. Dezmond Xavier

Ciampa stomps away to start fast and sends him into the
barricade. Xavier flips over the steps and sticks the landing,
followed by a dropkick back inside. Ciampa is ready for the
dive and it’s a staredown as we take a break. We come back
with Ciampa grabbing a chinlock and throwing up the bicep.

Xavier fights up and strikes away, setting up a middle rope
tornado DDT for two. The 450 misses though and Ciampa hits a
discus forearm, only to get knocked out to the floor. Xavier
hits a dive and now the 450 connects for two. Ciampa knees a
springboard out of the air though and Project Ciampa connects.
The running knee finishes Xavier at 9:38.

Rating: B-. Ciampa continues to do his thing and should be
moving up to the next level at some point. They had a good,
fast paced match as Ciampa cut off the high flying and won in
the end. I'm not sure where Ciampa is going, but he’s done



well with everything he’s done around here thus far. Just find
something bigger for him to do.

Post match Ciampa says he wants it all. As in the World Title.
Well that’s bigger. Ciampa gets in a cheap shot on Xavier
before leaving.

Video on MJF vs. Darby Allin, including MJF beating him with
an armdrag takeover.

Here is FTR, with Stokely, for a chat. Harwood talks about how
the fans are losers, just like Adam Copeland and Christian
Cage when they lost at Dynasty. Stokely talks about all of the
teams FTR has beaten and Wheeler wants a moment of silence for
Copeland and Cage. We go old school with a ten second pose
from FTR to wrap it up.

TNT Title: Claudio Castagnoli vs. Kevin Knight

Knight is defending after winning the title on Dynasty. Some
early rollups give Knight two and he dropkicks Castagnoli out
to the floor. Castagnoli is back up with an uppercut and a
hard slam, followed by the neck crank. That’s broken up and
Knight sends him outside for a dive as we take an early break.

We come back with Castagnoli missing an elbow and getting
rolled up for two. A top rope clothesline hits Castagnoli and
Knight grabs a slam of his own. Castagnoli is sent outside for
a big running flip dive and they head right back inside. The
super hurricanrana is blocked, as is the super Neutralizer
(because that might hurt a lot).

Knight tries a super DDT, which 1s countered into..something
close to a pop up uppercut (it didn’t seem to make contact but
fair enough as that was a pretty complicated spot). Knight is
back up and springboards into a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker,
meaning it’s time to go Swinging. A catapult sends Knight into
the corner but he bounces back with a spinning clothesline.
The UFO Splash retains the title at 9:44.



Rating: B. I could go for more of Knight as he’'s getting
better and more confident in the ring almost every day. That'’s
a great thing to see as Knight has all kinds of talent and it
works to have him in the ring like this. At the same time,
Castagnoli is someone who is at his best when he is making
someone else look good and beating him clean still feels like
a pretty big deal. Nice match.

Post match Knight praises Castagnoli and says he’s not mad at
Mike Bailey about losing the Trios Titles. This is moving
through another door and he’s ready to go.

Video on Ricochet beating Chris Jericho at Dynasty.

Here 1is Jericho for a chat. Jericho soaks in some cheering
before saying he might have lost at Dynasty because he was
down 3-1. Cue the Demand, with Ricochet saying he had the
chance to win on Sunday by using what 1is now the Ricosault.
Now Jericho should just leave for good as we’ve seen
everything he has.

Jericho thinks Ricosault is a brutal name and keeps calling
out Ricochet for being bald while issuing the challenge to
come down here one on one. Ricochet gets in the ring and
Jericho beats him up, only for the Gates Of Agony to come in
and drop Jericho without much trouble. Ricochet even adds a
Ricosault. So who does Jericho get to help him?

At Dynasty, Konosuke Takeshita mocked Kazuchika Okada after
their loss, which Takeshita intentionally caused.

Will Ospreay vs. Hechicero

Hechicero’s CMLL World Title isn’t on the 1line. Hechicero
takes him down by the arm to start before going after
Ospreay’s taped up neck. A headscissors 1is broken up but
Ospreay’s neck is in trouble. Ospreay is able to hit a running
hurricanrana into a slingshot dive and we take an early break.



We come back with Hechicero hitting his swinging hammerlock
backbreaker. Hechicero spins the neck around and Ospreay has
to bail out to the floor. Back in and Hechicero grabs the
surfboard but Ospreay escapes for a handspring kick to the
head. Hechicero gets up and takes his straps down, allowing
Ospreay to fire off some chops. The Hidden Blade is countered
into a headscissor driver and we take another break as the
medics look at Ospreay’s neck.

We come back again with Hechicero choking on the apron and
then knocking him out to the floor. A top rope elbow to the
back of the neck gives Hechicero two but Ospreay hits a
Stundog Millionaire. Ospreay kicks him in the head but the
Oscutter is blocked. Hechicero tries the cross armbreaker so
Ospreay stands up and reversed into the Styles Clash (that was
slick). The Hidden Blade finishes Hechicero at 17:56.

Rating: A-. You know what this was? An awesome comic book
miniseries. Hechicero wasn’t going to beat a star like Ospreay
but the superhero fought back against the lesser known villain
and beat him after an entertaining fight before moving on to
the bigger issues. You could see Ospreay trying to find a way
around Hechicero’s skills and hit his big shot, which 1is
exactly what happened in the end. Awesome match here and I got
way into this.

Post match Mark Davis runs in to take out Ospreay and gives
him a piledriver.

After being attacked by Kamille at Dynasty, Willow Nightingale
says she’s ready to take Kamille out on Dynamite.

Renee Paquette 1is here to talk to..someone but Thekla
interrupts. She says the Toxic Spider is in the house and
brags about beating Jamie Hayter. Cue Alex Windsor who wants a
fight of her own and calls out Thekla for getting fired from
Japan. Thekla: “I did not get fired from Japan! Ok I did get
fired from Japan!”



Japan couldn’t handle her, just like Windsor can’t do it. The
challenge is on and here are the Sisters 0f Sin, who are taken
out just as fast. Thekla is one of the best, or certainly most
entertaining, on the mic in the company, with her firing line
being hilarious. Even if she just slipped up, she rolled with
it and it worked fine.

Jon Moxley, with the Death Riders, doesn’t feel bad about
going after Will Ospreay’s neck to beat him at Dynasty. He’ll
be facing Nick Wayne on Collision and doesn’t know much about
him, so hopefully Wayne has a surprise.

TBS Title: Willow Nightingale vs. Kamille

Nightingale is defending and strikes away to start fast.
Kamille is back to work on the bad arm and twists it down as
we take an early break. We come back with Nightingale sending
her into the corner for the Cannonball. A running X Factor and
Rough Ryder give Kamille two so she tries a cross armbreaker.
Nightingale stacks her up for two and sends Kamille into the
corner. A backslide retains the title at 8:26.

Rating: C+. Well that came out of nowhere. I'm not sure what
the point was in having Kamille come back to win a squash at
Dynasty and then lose in a title match three days later. I
like Nightingale getting this kind of a win, but this felt
like it was rushed through at the last minute rather than at
the beginning, which is basically the case coming straight off
of a pay per view.

Hikaru Shida and Kris Statlander are ready to win at
Collision. Well Shida is at least, as Statlander can’'t get a
word in edgewise.

Darby Allin is asked about the main event...and Sting shows up.
Allin says it’s showtime, but Sting says it’s YOUR time. Allin
has to win here right? Like...he has to right?



AEW World Title: Darbyv ALL3 " 11 Jacol

Friedman

Allin is challenging and after the Big Match Intros, MJF backs
away and asks for time. MJF gives the ring to the referee and
uses the distraction to kick Allin low. Allin shoves MJF away
though and the referee ducks, allowing Allin to hit a low blow
of his own. The Scorpion Death Drop sets up four straight
Coffin Drops...and Allin grabs a headlock takeover for the pin
and the title at 2:15.

The locker room comes out to celebrate with Allin and even
Grandpa Sting shows up for the big feel good moment.

Whoo boy. Ok then. I'm not a big Allin fan, but this couldn’t
have gone much better. Allin 1is someone who has felt ready to
move up to the title picture more than once and they threw a
curve ball by having him do it this way. They had the very
nice touch thrown in of MJF cheating first so Allin’s low blow
was evening the score instead of cheating as well.

The headlock takeover was great as well and the whole thing
went so fast that you were left wondering if it would actually
happen. Normally I would say “save it for the PPV”, but I like
the change of pace here with the out of absolutely nowhere
ending. It is absolutely not something you can do very often,
but if you nail it like this, it’s ok if done very
infrequently. Great moment.

Overall Rating: A-. Yeah this went pretty great, with the
outstanding shock title change unfortunately overshadowing an
incredible Ospreay vs. Hechicero match. There wasn’t much else
worth seeing on the show, but I'm thinking a 1-2 punch like
they had here was more than enough. I'm not sure I'd call this
a big reset, but it was a huge moment in the end and that went
about as perfectly as possible. Awesome show here, though I
have no idea where things are going from here (which isn’t a
bad thing).



Results

Tommaso Ciampa b. Dezmond Xavier — Running knee

Kevin Knight b. Claudio Castagnoli — UFO Splash

Will Ospreay b. Hechicero — Hidden Blade

Willow Nightingale b. Kamille — Backslide

Darby Allin b. Maxwell Jacob Friedman — Headlock takeover

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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