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Commentators: Joe Dombrowski, D’Lo Brown

We're back in Las Vegas with the British promotion that you
might have heard of before. I’'ve only seen a bit from this
place over the years so I'm not sure what to expect this time
around. Believe it or not, the main event is for the World
Title, which is a pretty safe way to go. Let’'s get to it.

The opening video seems to be a standard one for the promotion
rather than this show.

Subculture vs. Kuro/LJ Cleary

Kuro is a replacement for Tommy Tanner who isn’t here
because..I'm guessing aliens. Cleary ties up Webster for two
off la majistral and it’s off to Andrews for a change. Kuro
snaps off a dropkick and faceplant to drop Andrews, who cuts
him right back off. An inverted flipping backsplash gives
Andrews two and it's back to Cleary for a slam.

Cleary poses a bit and drops an elbow before sending Andrews
into the corner. A dropkick into a leg trap Tombstone gets
two, with Webster not getting in for the save. Andrews’ double
Pele misses and everything breaks down. Clearly’s tornado DDT
takes out Kuro by mistake and it’'s a poisonrana/big boot
combination to pin Cleary at 7:55.

Rating: C+. They had a quick but fine match with a story being
told as well. The idea here was rather simple: Subculture are
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a regular team and know each other while Kuro and Cleary were
thrown together and didn’'t have the same chemistry. That'’s
more than I was expecting and the match wound up going pretty
well. Subculture has done well almost every time I’'ve seen
them and that was the case again here.

Video on the Super Strong Style 16 tournament, which will have
a men’'s and women’s edition this year.

Simon Miller vs. Danny Jones

Miller works on a headlock to start and mocks Jones a bit.
Jones gets low bridged to the floor, where he can slam the
knee into the apron to take over. Back in and Jones chops him
down before slapping the top of Miller’s head for some
disrespect. Miller picks him up and puts him down with a belly
to back suplex and the straps come down. Jones pulls him into
a Falcon Arrow for two but takes WAY too long going up. Miller
avoids a charge and hits a spear into the Jackhammer for the
pin at 7:29.

Rating: C+. Miller is a rare case where he went from a
celebrity to someone who was actually making a run out of an
in-ring career. He’s not bad at all and works well as a power
guy with some charisma. While I can’t imagine him getting much
further than a star in Progress and similar promotions, he’s
doing rather well with what he’s doing and that'’s pretty
impressive.

Super Strong Styles 16 First Round: Ethan Allen
vs. Lio Rush

Rush is in full on Gollum mode and talks to himself in the
corner at the opening bell. Allen goes after him and gets
attacked in the corner but whips Rush in instead. Rush blocks
a kick though and hits an enziguri to send Allen outside.
That's fine with Allen, who drops Rush hard onto the apron.

Back in and a kick to the back sets up Allen’s chinlock, with



Allen punching him in the face to make it worse. Rush fights
up and gets the speed going, with a flip into an enziguri
dropping Allen for two more. Allen slaps on a quick rear naked
choke before switching to a double arm crank. With nothing
else working, Rush bites the rope to make the escape. Rush
sends him outside and does his weird crawl thing, setting up a
suicide dive. The Blue Thunder Bomb gives Rush the pin at
10:08.

Rating: C+. The more I see of Rush’s new character, the less
necessary it seems to be. Rush is an athletic star and has a
good look in the first place. This just makes him seem more
goofy than anything else and that isn’t a good sign. Hopefully
it doesn’t last long, though I have a bad feeling it is going
to be around for the foreseeable future.

Emersyn Jayne vs. Lena Kross vs. Mercedes Martinez
vs. Renee Michelle vs. Shotzi Blackheart

Jayne is “the Mother Teresa O0f Workrate”. It’s a brawl to
start of course and Blackheart is sent outside. She’s right
back in to break up stereo delayed suplexes, followed by a
dropkick to break up a Doomsday Device. We get a four way
Devil’s Kiss until Martinez kicks them in the head to cut that
off.

Kross gets to snap off some suplexes but Jayne takes over on
Michelle. Back up and Michelle hits a dive, leaving Martinez
to German superplex Jayne. Blackheart ties Martinez in the
Tree 0Of Woe for a stomp but she’s right back with a
spinebuster to Michelle. Jayne rolls Martinez up for the pin
at 6:43.

Rating: C+. Take a bunch of people, put them in the ring at
the same time and let them go nuts. There isn’t much else you
can do for a match like this, though having five people in
there rather than almost double that many is a nice relief. As
usual, no one really got to stand out but there were some



familiar names so at least it wasn’t a bunch of random spots
from strangers.

Proteus Title: Paul Walter Hauser vs. Big Damo

Hauser (the actor) is defending and is putting up $100,000 for
a bonus. In addition, Hauser has been champion for over a year
but refuses to defend the title on British soil, making him a
big heel for a change. Damo chases him to the floor but
Hauser..slaps him, which doesn’t seem to be a good idea.

Some big forearms put Hauser down but a backsplash misses.
Hauser’s rather weak chops just tick Damo off and he puts
Hauser down with a single shot. A spinebuster and elbow give
Damo two and he plants Hauser with a superplex. The gets
pulled into the corner so Damo can crush him with a splash.
Hauser gets in a low blow to retain the title at 6:48.

Rating: C. I remember Hauser winning the title last year and
I'm kind of stunned to see him still holding the thing. If
nothing else, making him a heel is quite the move and he did
it well enough. Hauser isn’t a great worker or anything, but
it’s cool to see him taking this seriously and trying
something new. Not a great match, but I got what they were
going for here.

Post match Hauser praises the American fans and mocks the
British fans. Simon Miller, the former champion, shows up to
chase Hauser back inside, where Damo gives him the Belfast
Blitz. Then he does it again..and Miller goes to steal the
$100,000. There's no money in the suitcase though so Hauser
gets hit in the head with the case.

Women'’s Super Strong Style 16 First Round: Rhio
vs. Vert Vixen

Rhio avoids a charge into the corner to start and they go out
to the apron. A package piledriver doesn’t work so Rhio hits a
belly to back suplex instead. Back in and Vixen takes her down



for an early chinlock, followed by a choke in the corner. Rhio
gets kicked out to the floor, where Vixen drops her again and
poses a bit.

As usual that takes too long and Rhio is back with a dive to
take over. They get back in and slug it out with Vixen getting
the better of things, followed by a Blue Thunder Bomb for two.
Rhio’s MuscleBuster gets the same and a crossbody puts Vixen
down again. A fireman’s carry backbreaker gives Rhio two but
she still can’t hit the package piledriver. Vixen's charge
misses and now the package piledriver finishes for Rhio at
10:55.

Rating: B-. It’s no surprise that Rhio is on so many radars,
as she checks a lot of boxes. She has the size, a nice look,
and is a heck of an athlete. Having her move on is a smart
idea as she seems like a favorite to win the whole tournament.
Vixen is an interesting case as well, as she’s quite the star
outside of AEW, which is a shame as she rarely gets a chance
to do anything there.

Progress World Title: Michael Oku vs. Man Like
DeReiss

Oku, with Amira, 1is challenging and DeReiss (with Brodie Lee
Jr.) raps his way to the ring as usual. Oku dropkicks him in
the corner at the bell, setting up a frog splash for two. A
backdrop puts Oku down but he’s right back with something like
a Sling Blade over the top. Back in and Oku grabs a snapmare
but has to bail out on a top rope moonsault.

DeReiss knocks him down again though and an elbow to the face
gets two. They trade shots for a double down and Lee slides in
the title. DeReiss doesn’t want it that way so Amira goes
after Oku. DeReiss has to save Lee from a half crab but misses
Cool Runnings (450). Instead DeReiss kicks him into the corner
for a very spinning Blue Thunder Bomb.

Oku escapes a leg lock and gets the half crab, with Lee



teasing throwing in the towel. That’s broken up and Oku sends
DeReiss outside, setting up the Fosbury Flop. Back in and
DeReiss pulls a dive out of the air for a swinging Downward
Spiral, setting up Cool Runnings for two. A piledriver gets
two more and DeReiss Sharpshooters him to retain at 13:46.

Rating: B. This was more like it, as it came off like a main
event World Title showdown between two rather talented
wrestlers. You don’t get to see that very often, and it’s nice
to see DeReiss being able to back up his cool entrance in the
ring. Oku is slowly growing on me and his in-ring abilities
are more than good enough to keep him around for a long while
to come. Good main event here.

Post match Lee makes amends with Oku and Amira. DeReiss
celebrates to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. As usual, Progress puts on a good show
with a solid main event and enough hard work from a talented
roster. It’s not a classic or anything (though the main event
is worth a look) but for a show that runs just over two hours,
it's worth your time. I could go for more of Progress, as
they’'re always worth a look when they come stateside.

Results

Subculture b. Kuro/LJ Cleary — Big boot/poisonrana combination
to Cleary

Simon Miller b. Danny Jones — Jackhammer

Lio Rush b. Ethan Allen — Blue Thunder Bomb

Emersyn Jayne b. Lena Kross, Mercedes Martinez, Renee Michelle
and Shotzi Blackheart — Rollup to Martinez

Paul Walter Hauser b. Big Damo — Low blow

Rhio b. Vert Vixen — Package piledriver

Man Like DeReiss b. Michael Oku — Sharpshooter



Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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