Impact Wrestling - May 21,
2026: Better Late Than Never

Impact Wrestling

Date: May 21, 2026

Location: Sacramento Memorial Auditorium, Sacramento,
California

Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

We're back to taped after last week’s live show which was kind
of all over the place. Last week’s show saw Cedric Alexander
end Leon Slater’s near record setting X-Division Title reign.
The show ended with the debut of Fabian Aichner, which 1is
certainly a surprise, though maybe not the biggest. As for
tonight, Steve Maclin gets his (second) World Title shot
against Mike Santana. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Here is the System to get things going. Eddie Edwards brags
about the team’s success and says Cedric Alexander got them
one step closer to holding all of the gold. He’s coming for
Mike Santana but Brian Myers doesn’t like the fans disliking
them. Bronson promises that anyone who comes after them will
be eaten alive. Alexander became the Record Taker last week
and if Fabian Aichner has something to say, come say it.

Cue Aichner, who says he was out here to introduce himself
last week. He knows he’s a future TNA Champion and that X-
Division Title looks nice. The team comes after Aichner, who
gets right through them and chokes Alexander, sending the
System running. That already makes Aichner Llook more
interesting than anything he did in WWE.

Daria Rae gives Steve Maclin a pep talk and he says..absolutely
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nothing.

Elayna Black vs. Indi Hartwell

Stacks and Arianna Grace are on commentary. Black gets shoved
out of the corner to start fast and Hartwell boots her in the
face. Another boot to the side of the head gets two but Black
shoves her off the top for a crash to the floor. Back in and
Black knees her in the back for two, followed by a running
knee for the same. The chinlock doesn’t last long as Hartwell
fights up with a spinebuster. Hartwell goes up but Grace
shoves her down for the DQ at 4:05.

Rating: C. They didn’t have much time to get this going and
the biggest thing here was Grace going after Hartwell. That's
a feud that has been built up for a bit and will probably get
us closer to Hartwell going after the Knockouts Title down the
line. Then you have Black who continues to just kind of be
here, which has been an issue for her since her debut. At
least she isn’t taking pins all the time though, meaning there
is still hope for her at the moment.

Post match Grace throws Hartwell outside and rants about
Santino Marella, who comes out to interrupt. Marella says that
wasn’t cool and yells at Stacks, who seems interested in a
fight. The Cobra is loaded up but cue Daria Rae to interrupt.
After her catchphrase, she brings up her own past in MMA and
tells everyone to leave.

The Elegance Brand is planning for Ash’s return when the
lights go out. The lights come back up and there is a message
from the Undead Realm, saying they’ll see the Brand soon.

Vincent vs. Matt Hardy

Dutch is here with Vincent. Hardy'’s music starts but Vincent
says hang on, because he wants Broken Matt. Cue Matt, with
Jeff Hardy, and yes he’s Broken because this is still a thing.
Jeff and Dutch have to be handcuffed to the corners and we



start with Matt avoiding a charge into the corner. Dutch grabs
him by the leg though and we take a break.

We come back with Matt striking away until a double
clothesline puts them both down. Matt pops up and sends him
into the corner over and over. The powerbomb out of the corner
plants Vincent, who starts untying his boot. A big swing
misses Matt and he bites Vincent’s foot. Dutch offers a
distraction so Vincent gets in a running shot to the face.

The Twist Of Fate is countered and the referee gets bumped,
with Vincent belly to back suplexing Matt down. Vincent steals
the key from the referee’s pocket..but the lights go out (just
like in the previous backstage segment). This time though,
Willow is back to beat Vincent up with the umbrella. The Twist
Of Fate gives Matt the pin at 11:29.

Rating: C+. I know the Broken stuff has its audience and I
continue to not be part of it. This was another instance of
the Hardys getting to do their weird stuff and get out their
creativity or whatever they’re calling it this time. At the
same time, the Hardys get to win again, as they tend to do far
too often around here.

AJ Francis comes up to applaud Elijah’s guitar playing and
suggests a collaboration. Elijah politely declines and Francis
says you’'re going to regret that. Francis: “You’re going to
regret that.”

Santino Marella announces a pair of upcoming Champions
Challenges (champions vs. challengers) but Daria Rae
interrupts and makes Marella vs. Stacks for next week. Marella
approves and leaves, with the System coming in. Eddie Edward
requests and receives a match with Fabian Aichner next week.

International Title: Chazz Hall vs. Mustafa Ali

Hall, from NXT/Evolve, is challenging and Ali has Order 4 with
him. They run the ropes and trade legsweeps to start until Ali




sends him into the corner. Hall knocks him away and hits a
springboard wristdrag, setting up a running flip dive to the
floor. Back in and Ali cutters him for two before taking Hall
up top. The super Razor’s Edge 1is countered into a super
hurricanrana, followed by a standing corkscrew moonsault for
two. Sliced Bread is broken up and Ali grabs a backslide and
flips forward into a cradle to retain at 4:47.

Rating: B-. They packed a bunch of stuff into the limited time
they had here and that was nice to see. Hall got to showcase
himself fairly well, with those flips and dives looking nice.
The rollup was rather smooth as well though and Ali certainly
seemed to be fired up off that nice of a pin.

Mara Sade meets actor Keith Jardine, who agrees to be in her
corner.

Eric Young fires up the rather serious/possibly zombified
Steve Maclin. Young talks about giving him an opportunity and
now Maclin has to make the biggest choice of his life.

Jada Stone vs. Xia Brookside

Brookside looks annoyed and backs Stone into the corner to
start. Stone rolls her up and Brookside goes outside for a
breather. Back in and the threat of a leglock sends Stone over
to the ropes so she comes back up with a wristlock. Stone
knocks her down but takes too long going up, with Brookside
going back to the leg. Said leg is tied up and cranked on
until Brookside ties it up in the corner. Stone fights back
and gets in a kick to the face, setting up a split legged
moonsault for two. A handspring is cut off with a kick to the
leg though and Darkside (implant DDT) finishes for Brookside
at 7:09.

Rating: C+. I like Brookside getting a chance in this way and
while it’s early, it’s working for her thus far. She very
easily could bring it back around the whole “it’s your
birthright” thing and this 1is her way to get there. It’s



working for her well enough so far and picking Stone apart was
a good way to go.

Steve Maclin goes after Mike Santana in the back but security
holds them apart.

Stacks and Arianna Grace are ready for Santino Marella next
week.

TNA World Title: Steve Maclin vs. Mike Santana

Santana 1s defending. They immediately slug it out to start
and Maclin blocks the superkick (which knocked him out at
Sacrifice). A missed dropkick puts Santana down but he’s right
back up with a belly to back faceplant. Maclin heads outside
and gets taken out by a dive but is able to post Santana for a
breather. The table is loaded up and Santana seems to tweak
his knee. That’'s fine with Maclin, who scores with a chop
block to put Santana down.

We take a break and come back with Santana reversing a Figure
Four to send Stacks over to the rope. Maclin dives into a
Death Valley Driver and they’re both down again. Back up and a
jumping enziguri rocks Maclin in the corner but the rolling
Buck Fifty is blocked. Santana escapes the Tree 0f Woe though
and now the rolling Buck Fifty connects for two. A spinning
powerbomb gives Santana two but Spin The Block is countered
into a Michinoku Driver for two more.

The spear in the Tree 0f Woe gets another two and they go up
top. Santana drops down to the apron and kicks Maclin through
the table, followed by a frog splash for two more. Maclin
collapses before Spin The Black can connect, which is a ruse
so he can connect with a superkick of his own. Santana is back
with a jumping clothesline into Spin The Block to retain at
17:37.

Rating: B. So that was the Sacrifice main event postponed by a
bit and that’'s perfectly fine. I do like Maclin getting his



title shot and a chance at a full match rather than the mishap
from the first attempt. This worked and felt like a main
event, though I could have gone with something other than a
second match in a row with someone working on the leg.

Overall Rating: B-. It’s another perfectly efficient show,
with a big main event and some stuff being set up for later. I
could go for less of the Broken Hardys and the battling
bosses, but the champions vs. all stars matches should be
good. They covered quite a bit here and that’s always
appreciated, with a more steady show after last week’s live
edition.

Results

Indi Hartwell b. Elayna Black via DQ when Arianna Grace
interfered

Matt Hardy b. Vincent — Twist Of Fate

Mustafa Ali b. Chazz Hall — Rollup

Xia Brookside b. Jada Stone — Darkside

Mike Santana b. Steve Maclin — Spin The Block

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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