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It’s the first week of Noche de Los Grandes and to say this is
a big one would be an understatement, as we have the ultimate
showdown in lucha libre: a mask vs. mask match. That’s the
kind of thing that you do not see around here very often and
the big story is El Grande Americano vs. the Original El
Grande Americano with the masks on the line. That’s about all
you need so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

The opening video looks at the importance of the mask and how
much  it  means  in  lucha  libre.  Tonight,  someone  loses
everything.

Cruiserweight Title: Laredo Kid vs. Rey Fenix
Fenix is challenging and dropkicks him into the corner at the
bell. An early Mexican MuscleBuster is escaped and Kid grabs a
quick powerbomb. A kick to the head puts Fenix down but he
avoids  a  middle  rope  moonsault.  Instead  it’s  a  Michinoku
Driver for two on Fenix, followed by a Texas Cloverleaf to
stay on the back. With that not working, Kid unhooks the
turnbuckle pad and avoids a charge into the post.
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The Cloverleaf goes on again in the corner, setting up a curb
stomp for two. Back up and Fenix hits some clotheslines to
send him outside and of course that means a big dive. Fenix’s
cross armbreaker sends Kid over to the rope and they chop it
out. Fenix flips out of a tornado DDT and kicks him in the
head, only to get caught with a running flipping DDT. That’s
good for a rather delayed two, with Fenix’s rolling cutter
gets a less delayed version of the same.

Another Mexican MuscleBuster is countered into a small package
for two so Fenix tries a third time and gets a near fall of
his own. The referee notices the exposed buckle and gets in
the way, allowing Kid to get in a low blow. The frog splash
hits  Fenix  for  two  but  Fenix  sends  him  into  the  exposed
buckle,  kicks  him  in  the  head,  and  grabs  another  Mexican
MuscleBuster for the pin and the title at 11:53.

Rating: B. Build up a challenger against a longtime champion
and have him win the title. That’s a classic story that has
worked for the better part of ever in wrestling and it worked
again  here.  Fenix  finally  gets  some  gold  under  the  WWE
umbrella and feels like a star in the profess. It came in a
good match as well, which is always a nice bonus.

Post match Fenix gets to celebrate with his family in a nice
moment.

Various celebrities and wrestlers are here.

We recap the Latin American Title match. El Hijo del Vikingo
is getting a shot because he’s a big star and champion El Hijo
del Dr. Wagner Jr. doesn’t think Vikingo and his El Ojo knows
much about family.

Latin American Title: El Hijo del Vikingo vs. El
Hijo del Dr. Wagner Jr.
Vikingo, with Dorian Roldan, is challenging. Wagner dropkicks
him into the corner at the bell (thankfully Graves points out



that Fenix did the same thing in the opener) and snaps off a
powerslam. They go to the apron, where a big boot puts Vikingo
on the floor. Vikingo is right back up to put him on the steps
for a double stomp and quite the crash.

A rather hard baseball slide knocks Wagner off the apron again
and Vikingo hits a running shooting star from the apron. Back
in and Wagner knees him down in the corner, setting up a
running cannonball. The splash gives Wagner two but Vikingo’s
crucifix driver leaves them both down.

Cue Omos to crotch Wagner on top though and Vikingo hits a
running Meteora. The 450 gets two and here is Galeno, who is
quickly knocked out by Omos. Galeno is back up with some chair
shots to actually drop Omos and Mini Vikingo runs in with a
springboard missile dropkick. Wagner plants Vikingo for two
but Omos is back up to knock Wagner silly. The 630 gives
Vikingo the pin and the title at 7:20.

Rating: B-. This was all about the interference and that made
for a good story, as Vikingo and his family beat Wagner and
his family. That’s how the story was set up and El Ojo needed
a win of some kind as they haven’t meant much over the last
few weeks. Wagner wasn’t doing much as champion either so this
is a good move all around.

More celebrities and wrestlers are here.

Tag  Team  Titles:  War  Raiders  vs.  Psycho
Clown/Pagano
The Raiders are challenging and the challengers aren’t getting
along very well. The Raiders miss a charge to the floor to
start and get taken down by stereo flip dives. Back in and
Erik  gets  double  teamed  down  but  comes  back  with  some
forearms, allowing Ivar to come in. A big dive takes out Clown
on  the  floor  and  it’s  back  to  Erik  to  hammer  away.  The
chinlock goes on for a bit before it’s back to Ivar, who just
hits Clown in the face.



Clown fights up and knocks Ivar away, allowing Erik and Pagano
to come in. Pagano’s middle rope Codebreaker connects and
everything breaks down. Something close to an Emerald Frosion
gives Pagano two and it’s back to Clown to slug away on Ivar.
A suicide dive hits Erik and a Canadian Destroyer gets two on
Ivar. Clown adds a top rope splash for two with Erik having to
make  the  save.  Ivar  fights  up  and  Clown  accidentally
clotheslines Pagano. The pop up powerslam to Clown gives the
Raiders the titles at 9:13.

Rating: B-. This was about putting the Raiders over as a pair
of monsters as they have the WWE experience to make this feel
even bigger. At the same time they had to do something to move
the  Pagano/Clown  feud  forward.  We  still  don’t  know  who
attacked the Psycho Circus (unless it was supposed to be the
Raiders) and there is a good chance we’re going to see those
two beat the fire out of each other. They had to drop the
titles for that to happen and that was more than covered here.

Post match Pagano and Clown go at it until Pagano walks off,
with the Raiders laying Clown out. Pagano teases going in for
the ave but walks away.

Here is General Manager Rey Mysterio for a chat. Well not so
much a chat as much as he sends us to a package on the main
event. The video has a comic book theme and looks at the hero
in El Grande Americano against his rival, who clearly doesn’t
care about Mexico. That’s how this feud should go and there is
a reason why the fans have gotten so far behind Americano.
Tonight, one has to go away and that is in the form of a mask
vs. mask match. This feels absolutely huge and has been one of
the hottest feuds I’ve seen in a minute so well done all
around.

El  Grande  American  vs.  Original  El  Grande
Americano
Mask vs. Mask, no DQ and we’ll go with Americano and Original



for their names. Original comes out to a mariachi band and the
fans HATE him. American has his own band and comes out in a
jacket  saying  FOR  MEXICO  (WELL  POR  BUT  I  THREW  IN  THE
TRANSLATION)  and  is  an  absolute  hero.

We get some Big Match Intros but Original grabs a guitar to
knock Americano silly before the bell. Original knocks him
around  but  gets  punched  into  the  corner,  with  a  suplex
bringing Original right back out of it. The suicide dive hits
Original, who is right back with a backdrop. A Death Valley
Driver plants Original on the floor though and it’s time for a
table. Original tackles him for a save and Americano is sent
into the steps.

Something like a reverse Angle Slam drops American on to the
floor for two back inside and Original is already frustrated.
Original starts ripping at the mask, earning himself an Air
Raid  Crash  from  the  apron  through  the  table  at  ringside.
Americano spends too much time celebrating though and gets
German suplexed on the floor. Back up and Original throws a
chair at a barricade, with Americano being knocked down off
the crash.

They go back inside with Americano busted open and Original
pounding on the cut. A suplex gives Original two and a top
rope belly to back superplex drops Americano hard. Another
slugout goes to Americano, who runs the ropes and flips over
for a Blockbuster. Americano rips at Original’s mask and drops
him  face  first  onto  the  steps.  They  get  back  inside  so
Americano can hammer away and load up a chair in the corner.
That takes too long (a trend) and Original gives him a German
suplex.

Americano is back up but here are Los Hermanos Americanos to
put  him  through  the  announcers’  table.  A  Swan  Dive  gives
Original  two  so  here  are  Los  Americanos  to  go  after  Los
Hermanos. Bravo hits a big dive from the stands to take the
other three out and the fans rather approve again. Back at



ringside,  Original  goes  after  a  blind  comedian  (who  was
involved in the feud before) but gets Blockbustered off the
apron.

One of the musicians hits Original with a guitar and unmasks
as Pimpinela Escarlata. Original is up again at two so let’s
get a bullrope. A low blow cuts Americano off and Original
whips him with the bullrope, followed by a stomp onto a chair.
Cue  the  former  announcer  (and  Americano’s  girlfriend)  to
cheerlead in the crowd. Original yells at her but she has a
ticket, which is enough of a distraction for Americano to come
back. A DDT onto the chair gives Americano two so they slug it
out again.

Original suplexes him into the corner and hits a moonsault for
another near fall. The frustrated Original grabs a chair and
unloads  on  Americano’s  ankle,  setting  up  the  ankle  lock.
That’s reversed into the knee in the back choke, which is
reversed back into the ankle lock. Americano somehow reverses
into a suplex but the ankle gives out again, allowing Original
to grab Rolling Chaos Theory for two more. Original’s charge
hits the post though and the running headbutt finally gives
Americano the pin at 33:20.

Rating:  A-.  I  mean…dang  man.  This  was  presented  as  the
ultimate  battle  between  these  two  and  that’s  pretty  much
exactly what we got. It felt like neither of them would allow
themselves to lose and Original finally fell in the end. They
had a heck of a fight and Americano looks like an absolute
hero in the biggest match AAA has had since it came under the
WWE banner. Awesome stuff here and it actually lived up to the
hype.

Post match everyone gets in the ring and Original says he
started on this path to learn everything about lucha libre and
beat all of the luchadors. He learned about Mexico and its
culture along the way but tonight, he could not overcome the
Mexican spirit. From now on, even though he is the original,



there is only one Grande Americano.

And he unmasks as Chad Gable, with the point of course being
the removal of the mask rather than the identity. He talks
about his career and introduces his family before promising to
be back in AAA. Gable hands the mask to Americano and leaves
to a fairly positive reaction, as the fans appreciate Gable
being a man in defeat. Americano celebrates for a good while
and leaves to end the show.

Overall Rating: A-. What more do you want out of a show like
this? Nothing was close to bad, they changed three titles, and
had the huge showdown with a great moment to close it out. I
had a great time with this and it absolutely flew by. This was
every bit of the hype you could have wanted and I had a blast
watching them pay a bunch of stuff off. If you don’t watch
AAA, give it a shot with this one, as you’ll have a fun time.

Results
Rey Fenix b. Laredo Kid – Mexican MuscleBuster
El Hijo del Vikingo b. El Hijo del Dr. Wagner Jr. – 630
War Raiders b. Psycho Clown/Pagano – Pop up powerslam to Clown
El Grande Americano b. Original El Grande Americano – Running
headbutt

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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