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The road to Succession III is on and we’re going to need some
challengers for the titles. That is probably what we’ll start
finding out this week, as Evolve tends to run a pretty tight
ship. What matters the most is that there is now a target in
sight as it helps things get more focused. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a clip from after last week’s show, with the Mog
Squad surrounding Aaron Rourke, only for Sam Holloway, Marcus
Mathers and Cappuccino Jones running in for the save. Max
Abrams managed to lay Rourke out before the villains left
though.

Nikkita Lyons and Sloane Jacobs handle this week’s recap. I do
like that this isn’t treated as a conversation, but rather
just them recapping the show and talking as they would. It
feels so much more natural.

Masyn Holiday vs. Gianna Capri
Layla Diggs is here with Holiday, who spins out of a wristlock
and armdrags her down. A dropkick gives Holiday two and we hit
the armbar. Back up and Capri is sent into the corner, where
she  gets  annoyed  at  the  dancing  and  knocks  Holiday  down.
Holiday gets up and they trade the big strikes, with Capri
being knocked back against the ropes. A running seated senton
hits Capri again but she’s back with a chop block. Capri grabs
a rollup and holds the rope for the pin at 3:28.
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Rating: C-. That was a weird ending as it felt like they were
starting to get going and then ran home as fast as they could.
The chop block looked to be setting up whatever they were
doing to do next and then it just wrapped up. The match was
only so good in the first place and then it never got the
chance to improve. Odd choice here.

Wendy Choo is better for Sloane Jacobs, even if Nikkita Lyons
is there too.

It’s Gal is standing by some water and talks about how he’s
been pulled into too many different directions in Evolve. That
isn’t happening anymore because from now on, the only rock and
hard place he’ll be between are his big arms. He’s on his own
now and that means an open challenge next week. While I can’t
stand open challenges, Gal saying his full name and posing
every time made up for it.

Harley Riggins vs. Romeo Moreno
Kam Hendrix is here with Riggins and Moreno is ready to show
that he can do his best when things are at their worst.
Riggins starts fast by knocking him down and grabbing the
chinlock. Moreno tries to get up and gets pulled right back
down, with the fans staying being Moreno in a good sign.

Back up and Moreno hits an enziguri, leaving both of them
down. Some more kicks in the corner have Riggins in trouble
but he fights back on top. Moreno’s super Spanish Fly is
blocked as Hendrix grabs the leg though, allowing Riggins to
hit a knee to the face for the pin at 3:36.

Rating: C. The match was another strange one, with a good
chunk of it being spent in a chinlock and Moreno losing again.
Moreno is starting to feel like someone who is just a warm
body  around  both  Evolve  and  NXT  and  that’s  only  kind  of
surprising. There isn’t much about him that stands out and
until that changes, I don’t quite seeing him having the most
success.



Post  match  Hendrix  grabs  a  chair  and  Riggins  Pillmanizes
Moreno’s ankle.

Timothy Thatcher yells at his security guards, who are finally
named as Viktor Zanov and Shido Ash, for being too rough last
week and injuring Harlem Lewis (I believe, as the audio wasn’t
the clearest). With that out of the way, he wants them ready
to secure things tonight as he has a big match. That leaves
Thatcher with Succession III, which will feature new arrivals
and  the  winner  of  tonight’s  Women’s  Title  match  against
Nikkita Lyons. Let’s get to work.

Max Abrams vs. Cappuccino Jones
Abrams manages to pull off his entrance pants while jumping
off the top. They start fast with Abrams catching him in a
chase and stomping away. Jones is back up with a running elbow
in  the  corner  but  Abrams  sends  him  to  the  apron  for  a
springboard  kick  to  the  head.  Abrams  hammers  away  in  the
corner, with Jones snapping off a hurricanrana to escape

That lets Jones go up but he dives into a dropkick. A running
Blockbuster gives Abrams two but the top rope elbow misses.
Jones hits a top rope ax handle for two and a sitout powerbomb
gets the same. Back up and some running kicks to the head rock
Abrams and they hit stereo crossbodies for another double
down.

Cue some of the Mog Squad but security is waiting on them,
only for Marcus Mathers and Sam Holloway to jump the Squad
from  behind.  Security  gets  rid  of  Mathers  and  Holloway,
leaving Abrams to go outside so Jones can take him out with a
big dive. Cue CJ Valor to crotch Jones on top and the Main
Objective finishes Jones at 6:27.

Rating: B-. They’re clearly setting Abrams up as the title
challenger for Succession and that’s not a bad idea. He’s been
positioned as the star member of the Squad and I could go for
seeing what else he could do. At the same time, Jones and



company are feeling less and less important every week and
that’s a really bad sign going forward.

PJ Vasa is here to watch the Women’s Title match.

Elijah Holyfield vs. Kai Kavari
Holyfield  powers  him  into  the  corner  and  hits  a  running
shoulder, followed by some running splashes in the corner. A
big  spinebuster  drops  Kavari  again  and  an  uppercut  gives
Holyfield the pin at 1:15. This was designed to put Holyfield
in the ring and show the very basic stuff he can do. That’s
perfectly fine and did well, albeit in a tiny sample size.

Tristan Angels is mad about last week’s loss to Aaron Rourke
and doesn’t like a bunch of the people around here. He’s not
done coming after the title and isn’t stopping until he has
it.

Women’s Title: Sloane Jacobs vs. Wendy Choo
Choo is defending and the winner defends against Nikkita Lyons
(in  Jacobs’  corner)  at  Succession  in  three  weeks.  Jacobs
charges  at  her  to  start  and  gets  caught  in  a  running
headscissors. A dropkick gives Choo an early near fall and she
knocks Jacobs outside as we take a break.

We come back with Jacobs staying on her in the corner and
hitting a suplex into a legdrop for two. Back up and Jacobs
hits a running boot in the corner, followed by a hanging
swinging suplex for two more. The figure four necklock is
broken up and Choo gets to fire back for a change. Some
clotheslines  put  Jacobs  down  and  a  Molly  Go  Round  (close
enough) gets two.

Jacobs is back with a facebuster for two of her own and sends
Choo into the corner a few times. Back up and Choo snaps off a
brainbuster for two more but the Dirt Nap is broken up. A top
rope elbow gets two on Choo and the Muta Lock makes it even
worse. With that broken up, Choo is sent into the corner but



comes right back with the Dirt Nap to retain at 9:01.

Rating: C+. Jacobs was a completely acceptable challenger for
the title, even if there was no reason to think she was going
to face Lyons at Succession. At the same time, it is great to
see Choo getting to showcase herself in such a better way
after the whole sleep deal. It was sad to have Choo wasting
away with that nonsense, as this version is quite a good bit
better.

Choo and Lyons have a staredown…and PJ Vasa beats up Karmen
Petrovic in the VIP section to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. Now this show was more like the Evolve
style, as it was all about setting things up for Succession.
That included making some matches and getting a few stories
out of the way. That is the kind of show you need to have and
I had a nice time watching them get ready. Good stuff here,
and the likely Abrams vs. Rourke title match should be good.

Results
Gianna Capri b. Masyn Holiday – Rollup while holding the rope
Harley Riggins b. Romeo Moreno – Knee to the face
Max Abrams b. Cappuccino Jones – Main Objective
Elijah Holyfield b. Kai Kavari – Uppercut
Wendy Choo b. Sloane Jacobs – Dirt Nap

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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