NXT Great American Bash 2026:
I Want A Waylon Mercy Shirt

Great American Bash 2026

Date: June 28, 2026

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Wade Barrett

It’'s the first live special on the CW and that means we should
be in for a heck of a show. There are actually seven matches
on the card, which is rather high for WWE these days. The main
event will see Tony D’Angelo defending the NXT Title against
Naraku, which should be a big deal. Let’s get to it.

The opening video talks about the greatness of America and the
matches on the card.

NXT Title: Tony D’Angelo vs. Naraku

D’"Angelo is defending and is coming in with a badly burned
eye. The bell rings and they go outside, where Naraku grabs a
chair but gets speared through the wooden wall less than ten
seconds into the match. Back in and Naraku starts going after
the eye, with the referee asking D’Angelo if he wants to
continue.

Of course he does so Naraku goes after the eye again before
grabbing a half crab. A suplex puts D’Angelo down again and we
take a break. We come back with Naraku hitting a powerbomb
before going up, where D’Angelo grabs a powerbomb of his own.
D’Angelo fights up and grabs some German suplexes but Dead To
Rites is blocked. Naraku hits a German suplex but D’Angelo
pops up with Dead To Rites to retain at 10:10.

Rating: B-. That’'s it? That’s the NXT Title match to open the
show? It wasn’t a bad match but I was expecting a bit more
than a ten minute match with a break in the middle. The eye
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thing only meant so much here and D’Angelo just won without
much trouble. I'm still not sold on D'Angelo as the guy but at
least he had a nice title defense here.

We recap Zaria defending the Women’s North American Title
against Tatum Paxley. Zaria beat her up to get the title but
Paxley isn’t done with her and interfered in one of Zaria's
matches. Now it’s about the title and revenge.

Women’'s North American Title: Tatum Paxley vs.
Zaria

Zaria is defending. They get in a tug of war over the belt to
start and the fight is on, with Zaria using the power to drive
her into the corner. The shoulders to the ribs have Paxley in
trouble but she manages a double stomp onto the back. Paxley
ties her in the ring skirt and fires off a superkick into an
enziguri. That's enough to set up a sleeper on the floor but
Zaria drops her back first onto the floor for a big crash.

We take a break and come back with both of them going up, with
Zaria being dropped onto the post. A high crossbody connects
for Paxley and she drops Zaria with a superplex. Zaria pops
back up with a spear and they’'re both down. They go up again
and Paxley ties her in the Tree Of Woe, with Zaria sitting up
before a Coast To Coast. They slug it out on the apron until
Paxley drops her with a sunset bomb.

Paxley goes over to grab the title for some reason before
hitting a Cemetery Drive on the floor. Another one back inside
gets two and everyone is surprises. The F5 is countered into a
rollup but Zaria is back up with a spear. Now the F5
connects...for two in a heck of a near fall. Zaria hammers away
and hits a curb stomp, followed by another F5 to retain at
14:04.

Rating: B+. This was a heck of a fight and I bought on a few
of those near falls. These guys beat the living daylights out
of each other and it was fun to see them having this kind of a



brawl. The best thing is that Zaria gets another win in a big
match, which is what she needs to reset her reputation. I'm
not sure what is next for Paxley, but putting her into the
Women'’s Title picture isn’t crazy.

Kendal Grey and Wren Sinclair fire each other up.

The Vanity Project brags to Robert Stone, who get their
matches for this week: Jackson Drake vs. Mason Rook and the
Tag Team Titles being defended against Galeno/El Hijo del Dr.
Wagner Jr. The Project isn’t happy.

We go outside to the watch party, with Kevin Owens (in a
Waylon Mercy shirt) being rather interested in what we’ll be
seeing tonight, with the next two matches in particular.
Owens’ t-shirt closet must be amazing.

Shiloh Hill vs. Tristan Angels

Hill starts fast and even steals Angels’ sash before grabbing
quite the airplane spin. Angels is back up with a shot to the
face in the corner though and we take a break. We come back
with Hill pulling Angels underneath the ring and the lights go
out. We go to the under the ring cam (because that’'s a thing)
and Angels finds a ringing phone. A voice on the other end
says THE FOG IS COMING and Hill (in a mask) grabs a choke from
behind.

They get out and Hill pops up for another choke but Angels
slips away. The steps are loaded up and Angels knocks Hill
into the corner as we take another break. We come back with
Hill using the steps to run from the floor for a spear through
the ropes. Hill goes up but dives into a Codebreaker, only for
Angels to miss a driving knee. The Whisper Of The Beast gives
Hill the pin at 13:01.

Rating: C+. This match got some time and Hill winning
continues his rather odd push. There’s something so strange
about him and yet it’s kind of working. I could have gone



without the weird underneath the ring deal but this could have
been a lot worse. Angels will be fine as he is one of the
easiest stars to dislike around here.

Post match Hill grabs the Mr. NXT sash and says this was proof
of why no one should sleep on him.

Nikkita Lyons praises Nattie on her latest Guinness World
Record. Nattie brags about the Sharpshooter and praises Karmen
Petrovic and Layla Diggs. Nattie doesn’t like Jaida Parker but
Diggs doesn’t think much of Parker.

EK Prosper is in Robert Stone’s office and complains about
Keanu Carver putting him through a table. Stone calms him down
by giving him a AAA Latin American Title shot against El Hijo
del Vikingo. Works for Prosper.

Women’s Speed Title: Arianna Grace vs. Wren

Sinclair

Grace, with Birthright, is challenging. Grace starts fast with
a neckbreaker and goes after Sinclair’s bad knee. A Robinsdale
Crunch gives Grace two as Sinclair can’t get anything going
early on. Sinclair breaks up a superplex attempt but has to go
after Charlie Dempsey, allowing Grace to get two off a small
package. A spinning sitout powerbomb (like Dalton Castle’s
Bang A Rang) sets up the Final Wrench to retain at 4:47.

Rating: C+. This was a short and to the point match and that’s
not a bad thing. It’'s nice to see Sinclair get a win in a
higher stakes match, if nothing else because she’s healthy for
a change. I'm still not sure why we need the Speed Titles but
at least it’s getting Sinclair television time, which 1is
rather appreciated.

We recap Saquon Shuggars vs. Dion Lennox. Shuggars got kicked
out of Darkstate and wants revenge, which has included picking
off the team one member at a time with Lennox being the only
one left.



Dion Lennox vs. Saquon Shuggars

Lennox punches him down to start but Shuggars, still in his
jacket, comes up with a shot of his own. The running
clothesline has Lennox down again but he goes after the knee.
That doesn’t seem to work as Shuggars grabs a neckbreaker for
two. Another neckbreaker puts Lennox on the apron but here 1is
the rest of Darkstate for a distraction, allowing Lennox to
come back with a release Rock Bottom. A splash to the back
gives Lennox two and we take a break.

We come back with Lennox snapping off a spinebuster for two.
Shuggars fights up with a toss suplex into a basement dropkick
and they’re both down. A slingshot legdrop gives Shuggars two
but Lennox drops him back first across the turnbuckle (GEEZ
that looked bad). Back in and a powerslam gives Lennox two and
some big clotheslines connect for the same. Shuggars pulls him
out of the corner and..kind of drops him. A top rope Vader Bomb
finishes for Shuggars at 14:10.

Rating: D+. I feel bad about getting on this match but dang
this did not work. The action wasn’t smooth, the ending looked
awful and the story was only so interesting in the first
place. This really did not work and hopefully it wraps up the
feud for good, as I don’t need to see any more from these two.

Post match the rest of Darkstate is suddenly healthy and comes
in to lay Shuggars out.

Tatum Paxley, with very red eyes, is upset about her loss and
feels like she let everyone down. Kelani Jordan comes in to
say no one cares because she’'s always being overlooked for
people like Paxley. That earns her a forearm to end “Bad Line
Reading In NXT”.

North American Title: Myles Borne vs. Tavion
Heights

Borne is defending and they show some respect to start. They



go with the grappling to start, which is a stretch for Borne
when he’s against an Olympian. A ram of heads leaves both of
them down so Borne is back up with a dropkick to the floor.
They go face to face on the floor and we take a break.

We come back with Heights snapping off some suplexes,
including a capture version for two. Borne gets the same off a
northern lights suplex and slugs away, only for Heights to get
in a shot to the throat. Heights dumps him outside and the
muscles him up for a suplex back inside as we take a break.

We come back with Borne striking away and grabbing a Nightmare
On Helm Street for two. A dropkick only hits ropes though and
Borne is down again. Heights is back up and grabs a fireman’s
carry, which 1is reversed into a not so great looking Borne
Again to retain the title at 17:05.

Rating: B. This was a good bit better, with the two of them
working well together and beating the fire out of each other.
That’s what it needed to be, with Heights having a good shot
at the title but not being able to pull it off in the end.
Borne has become a rather nice star around here and I could go
for him holding the title for a good while.

Post match Borne talks about how Heights is going to be a
champion one day but it’s not happening now, because he’s
holding this title for a long time.

The watch party panel recaps the show, with Kevin Owens making
it clear that he has never turned on anyone in his life. Hank
& Tank come up to talk about next week’s show, including
mentioning Keanu Carver’s loss. This brings out Carver to
wreck Tank and put him through a table. They kind of asked for
it.

We recap Lola Vice vs. Kendal Grey. Vice is the defending
champion and the former top prospect, while Grey 1is the
current big up and comer. It’s her time to move up to the next
level.



Women’s Title: Kendal Grey vs. Lola Vice

Vice is defending and they go to the mat to start. Back up and
Grey gets taken down with a judo throw for two. Grey gets back
up and they have a standing switch, only for Vice to knock her
down. Vice strikes away, only to get taken into a chinlock.
Grey is sent outside so here is Kelani Jordan to go after her
but Wren Sinclair cuts her off. Vice hits a dive off the apron
to drop Grey and we take a break.

We come back with Vice hitting some running hip attacks in the
corner but Grey drops her with a suplex. The straps come down
and Grey snaps off some more suplexes until Vice gets in a
German suplex of her own. Grey gets in a superkick but
springboards into another kick. They go outside with Vice
getting rolled into an ankle lock, which is let go so Shades
Of Grey can connect off the barricade.

Back in and they trade ankle locks until Grey switches into a
cross armbreaker. That's escaped as well so Vice grabs a
sleeper. Grey escapes but misses a moonsault, allowing Vice to
kick her in the head for two. The guillotine choke has Grey in
trouble but she reverses into a cradle. They hit a back elbow
each and it’s a double cover for a double two. They slug it
out until Grey ducks a shot and gets up for a middle rope
Shades Of Grey for the pin and the title at 15:09.

Rating: B. These two worked rather well together and it was
clear that they knew each other. The idea here seemed to be
that Grey kept learning what Vice was going to do and
eventually caught her, which even played into the end as Vice
went for one big shot too many and got caught. Grey gets her
win to become the new star of the division while Vice can move
on to the main roster. Not bad at all.

Grey celebrates to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. There were good parts to this but it felt
like an extended version of the weekly show, especially with



the backstage segments. The ending was the only part that
really felt important, with the NXT Title match just kind of
being there. It liked it well enough and you can only get so
annoyed at a show that airs on free television, but not my
favorite overall. This was a show that could have benefited
from being trimmed down, perhaps by dropping the
Shuggars/Lennox and Hill/Angels matches. Either way, good
enough but it could have been a lot stronger with another
draft of the format.

Results

Tony D’Angelo b. Naraku — Dead To Rites

Zaria b. Tatum Paxley — F5

Shiloh Hill b. Tristan Angels — Whisper Of The Beast
Wren Sinclair b. Arianna Grace — Final Wrench

Saquon Shuggars b. Dion Lennox — Top rope splash
Myles Borne b. Tavion Heights — Borne Again

Kendal Grey b. Lola Vice — Middle rope Shades Of Grey

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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