AEW Collision - July 2, 2026:
The Long Wrapup

Collision

Date: July 2, 2026

Location: Viejas Arena, San Diego, California
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Nigel McGuinness, Excalibur

It’s a rare Thursday show as there isn’t much of a point of
airing in the usual 4th Of July time slot. The big story here
is the rapid fire build towards Redemption, but we also have
an extra push towards next Wednesday'’'s World Title match
between MJF and Kenny Omega. Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Death Riders vs. Shingo Takagi/Drilla Moloney

Pac and Takagi fight over arm control to start with Takagi
getting in a headlock takeover. After a bit of a breather, Pac
grabs a headlock of his own, followed by a running
headscissors. Moloney comes in to shoulder Castagnoli down and
some chops put him in the wrong corner. A rolling neckbreaker
drops Castagnoli again and we take a break.

We come back with Moloney in trouble but jumping over Pac into
a dropkick. Takagi comes back in and gets knocked down, only
to drop Pac just as fast. An enziguri puts Pac down again and
it’s back to Castagnoli vs. Moloney. A spinebuster drops
Castagnoli and a top rope elbow gives Moloney two, with Takagi
celebrating early. Everything breaks down and a powerbomb
leaves everyone down again.

The Swing into the dropkick gets two on Takagi with Moloney
making the save. Moloney is taken to the floor, where Daniel
Garcia pops up to choke him from the crowd. That leaves Pac to
clothesline Takagi for two as this match is still going.
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Moloney’s piledriver to Garcia on the floor is broken up and
Takagi clotheslines Castagnoli. Garcia comes 1in for a
distraction and Castagnoli rolls Takagi up for the pin at
18:12.

Rating: B-. Well that was long. I'm really not sure if we
needed to keep up something set up with a bonus match thrown
onto the Kickoff Show but AEW does some odd things. The match
was good enough, though it seemed a bit slow paced until
things picked up at the end. Hopefully this wraps it up
though, as the Death Riders feuding with another stable sounds
very tiring.

The Conglomeration is upset about Tomohiro Ishii and Mark
Briscoe being out and injured. They’'re still scared of Lio
Rush (though he might like them), but Konosuke Takeshita wants
to face El Phantasmo.

Andrade El Idolo vs. Brian Cage

Andrade jumps him to start fast and they trade the rather hard
chops in the corner. Cage gets in a slam into a legdrop but
Andrade knocks him outside for the corkscrew drive. We pause
for the picture with the fan, allowing Cage to hit the apron
superplex as we take a break. We come back with Cage charging
into a knee in the corner, setting up the double moonsault to
give Andrade two.

Three Amigos connect for Andrade but Page is back with a 619
into the sitout powerbomb for two more. Cage gets knocked off
the top and it’s a frog splash to give Andrade another near
fall. The running knees in the corner connect for Andrade,
with Cage popping back up for an F5. Cage’s big clothesline is
countered with the spinning elbow, setting up the DM to give
Andrade the pin at 13:21.

Rating: B. I liked this fairly well as Andrade continues his
roll around here. I'm not sure where it goes and I really
don’t need to see Andrade running through the Family again



(it’s been done) but the fans are way into Andrade right now.
Giving him a bunch of matches on TV isn’t a bad idea and if it
winds up making him more popular, great.

Post match Andrade hits the catchphrase.

Gabe Kidd is ready to come back and hurt people. You know,
Gabe Kidd stuff.

Thunder Rosa/Mina Shirakawa vs. Zara Zakher/B3cca

Shirakawa dances a bit to start and a rollup gets two on
B3cca. Everything breaks down rather quickly though and Rosa
wins a slugout. Some running shots in the corner crush
B3cca/Zakher, with Shirakawa adding a running basement
dropkick. A Tijuana Bomb finishes for Rosa at 2:22.

Here 1is Thekla to brag about beating Starlight Kid and
stealing her mask. After the show, she made Kid go to the
strip club and dance for her. Stardom is dead so long live the
Toxic Spider and she’s ready for anyone who shoots at her at
All In. She’ll catch the bullet with her teeth.

Skyflight officially offers Matt Sydal a spot on the team and
he...I think accepts? Either way he has their backs.

Shane Taylor Promotions vs. Bang Bang Gang/Adam
Copeland

Ok then. Colten takes Moriarty down to start but comes out of
the corner with a dropkick. Copeland comes in for a double
hiptoss and the Edge 0 Matic drops Bravo. A double Quick Draw
puts Bravo down again and Copeland seems rather pleased.
Austin is pulled outside for the big beating and we take an
early break.

We come back with Dean hitting a Bronco Buster on Austin, who
fights up without much trouble. White comes back in for the
dragon screw legwhips and the 3:10 To Yuma hits Moriarty.
Taylor is back in to clean house but White saves Copeland from



a middle rope splash. A double superplex brings Taylor
crashing down and it’'’s a spear to Bravo. The Blade Runner
finishes for White at 10:43.

Rating: B-. This was the fun match of the show and it went
rather well, with the focus being getting White back in the
ring. White looked good as usual when he’s in there, but the
problem is keeping him in there. The feud with the Dogs should
be enough to keep them busy, with Copeland and Christian Cage
being another possibility.

Post match the Dogs come out for a staredown but the Death
Riders run in to beat down the Bang Bang Gang. The Dogs join
in on said beating, with David Finlay hitting White with the
shillelagh.

Willow Nightingale is still training for a return. Her method
this week: buying Billy Joel music.

The Demand vs. Sonico/Chris Nastyy/Jordan Oasis

An assisted cutter and frog splash have Nastyy in trouble as
Liona’s eye is cut open BAD. His blood is all over Oasis, who
is knocked out to the floor. Nastyy gets crushed and a
springboard Doomsday Device finishes for Ricochet at 1:48.
Total destruction.

Post match Ricochet says he doesn’t like Matt Sydal and says
the three of them have been in demand for over a year. They
get to make the decisions around here. O0f all the people in
AEW, Sydal is getting a focus? Really?

Athena vs. Rina

Non-title and for the #1 spot in next week’s Casino Gauntlet
match. Rina fires off some dropkicks to start but Athena is up
with a running uppercut. The flipping clothesline misses in
the corner though and Rina 1is back up with a middle rope
dropkick for two. They head outside with Athena taking over as
we go to a break.



We come back with Athena getting pulled out of the air and
Rina throwing her down by the hair. Athena grabs a quick
Fujiwara armbar, which is turned into a rollup to give Athena
two. Another Fujiwara armbar is broken up and Rina grabs a
Gory Bomb. Double knees from the top and a cradle get two on
Athena, who 1s right back with a shove onto the barricade. The
0 Face is broken up but a second attempt finishes Rina at
13:41.

Rating: B. They had a hard hitting back and forth match here
and it’s nice to see Athena getting a win in AEW. At the same
time, Rina was another example of “here’s a new person, she’s
awesome, end of description”. I'm not saying she’s bad or
anything close to it, but it can get a bit tiresome having so
many people come in for the first time or their first time in
a good while and just be expected to roll with them hanging
against a top star.

Kyle Fletcher is ready to get the TNT Title back.

Mistico/Mike Bailey/Bandido vs. Rascalz

Reed dropkicks Bandido into the corner to start so it’'s off to
Bailey for the bouncing kicks. Bailey gets knocked down and a
stomp to his back gets two, only for Wentz to miss a charge to
the floor. That means the parade of suicide dives can commence
but Bailey’s is cut off. Reed hits the big running diving
cutter onto the pile as we take a break.

We come back with Wentz and Bailey getting a double tag to
bring in Bandido and Reed. Everything breaks down and Mistico
hits a springboard double elbow, followed by a springboard
double dropkick. Xavier springboards into Bandido’'s X Knee
and, with Mistico and Bandido hitting dives, the 21 Plex
finishes Xavier at 8:19.

Rating: B-. This was another match that felt like it was a way
to get Mistico onto the show in any form. I'm really not sure
why all he does is get thrown into tag matches, unless it’s



some kind of a mandate from CMLL. The match was the usual
bunch of flips and dives and as exciting as you would have
expected.

Megan Bayne and Lena Kross think they’re too dominant for any
team and say address them from your knees, because it’s easier
to bow down.

Rush vs. Jordan Cruz

Rush knocks him outside to start and sends him into the
barricade. Back in and some facewashes have Cruz down before
the Bull’s Horns finishes at 1:38.

The Opps want an ROH World Title shot for Katsuyori Shibata.
You mean AEW wrestlers can challenge for ROH titles? And yes,
the match will be on Collision instead of Ring Of Honor (where
Shibata wrestles as well). Anthony Bowens tries to get some
enthusiasm going and is shot down.

Julia Hart vs. Maya World

For the #2 spot in the Casino Gauntlet. World takes her down
for an early backsplash to start but they’re quickly on the
floor where Hart fires off some chops. A Tarantula has World
in more trouble and we take an early break. We come back with
Hart grabbing Hartless but World stacks her up for the escape.
A double stomp gives World two but a Shining Wizard is cut off
with..something that involved a bunch of camera cuts. World’s
tabletop suplex gets two but Hart knocks her off the top. The
moonsault hits raised knees though and World’s Shining Wizard
gets the pin at 9:48.

Rating: C+. It’'s good to see World getting a win, though it
isn’t going to mean much if she doesn’t win something that
actually matters. That would mean beating Athena or possibly
even Thekla and I don’'t know if I can see the latter
happening. Beating Athena should be a major moment and that'’s
a lot to put on someone like World, who hasn’t been around



that long. It’s not a terrible idea, but it might be too soon.
Either way, she definitely looked more confident out there and
that 1s great to see.

Video on Tommaso Ciampa vs. Chris Jericho.

Video on MJF vs. Kenny Omega.

EL Phantasmo vs. Kyle Fletcher

Don Callis is on commentary. They trade early rollups for two
each to start, with Fletcher freaking out at a VERY near fall.
An armdrag takes Fletcher down again but he’s back up with one
heck of a big boot. We take a break and come back with
Phantasmo hitting a crossbody into a Lionsault for two more. A
DDT puts Fletcher, whose knee is banged up, down again but
he's right back up with a Michinoku Driver for two of his own.

Fletcher’s running charge misses and he crashes to the floor,
with Phantasmo hitting a moonsault. That earns him a lawn dart
into the barricade and Phantasmo has to dive back inside. A
heck of a sitout Last Ride gives Fletcher two and he can’t
believe the kickout. Some rollups give Phantasmo two each but
Fletcher is back up with a running boot in the corner. The
brainbuster finishes at 11:54.

Rating: B. They beat each other up and Phantasmo continues to
feel like someone who could give almost any opponent a run for
their money. It made for a good match as Fletcher has turned
into one of the more dependable stars in AEW. I could go for
more of Phantasmo, like say having him win a match.

Post match Callis gets in the ring and talks about the
disloyalty of Konosuke Takeshita. Starting on Dynamite, the
Family is taking everything from him, including the
International Title. Takeshita comes out to chase Callis off
to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. There was good action throughout the night



but you could feel the extra half hour baked into this. A
bunch of the matches felt like there were being dragged out
for the sake of filling time and since Collision isn’t exactly
known for its heavy emphasis on storyline development, this
was a long show. Certainly an entertaining two and a half
hours, but 10+ hours in five days from any promotion is quite
taxing and I was ready for this show to end a lot earlier than
it did.

Results

Death Riders b. Shingo Takagi/Drilla Moloney — Rollup to
Takagi

Andrade El Idolo b. Brian Cage — DM

Thunder Rosa/Mina Shirakawa b. Zara Zakher/B3cca — Tijuana
bomb to B3cca

Bang Bang Gang/Adam Copeland b. Shane Taylor Promotions -
Blade Runner to Bravo

The Demand b. Sonico/Chris Nastyy/Jordan Oasis — Springboard
Doomsday Device to Nastyy

Mistico/Mike Bailey/Bandido b. Rascalz — 21 Plex to Xavier
Rush b. Jordan Cruz — Bull’s Horns

Maya World b. Julia Hart — Shining Wizard

Kyle Fletcher b. El Phantasmo — Brainbuster

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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