TNA Impact Wrestling — July
2, 2026: They’'re In A Rough
Spot

Impact Wrestling

Date: July 2, 2026

Location: Broadview Center, Albany, New York
Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

We're done with Slammiversary and the big story is Nic Nemeth
winning the World Title from Mike Santana, who might be done
with the company. Other than that, the Hardys are the Tag Team
Champions again due to the Hardys must be champions no matter
what. We’'re on the way to Lockdown, or possibly something
between now and then, so let’s get to it.

Here is Slammiversary if you need a recap.

We open with a long Slammiversary recap.

Here is Ryan Nemeth to introduce the best wrestler of the last
35,000 years, his BIG BROTHER Nic Nemeth. Nic is rather
pleased with how Slammiversary went and has Ryan pull out a
scroll, listing various names he has beaten. The list includes
Randy Orton, Ultimo Dragon, Kane, Rey Mysterio, Cody Rhodes,
Johnny Nitro, Johnny TV, John Morrison and John Cena, among
several others.

This brings out KC Navarro to say he wants to talk to Nic, but
Ryan says not so fast. Nic cuts that off and offers to let
Navarro face Ryan tonight. Other than that though, anyone can
come at him and they will be put down. Navarro as a first
challenger will be a fine way to burn off a few weeks before
we get closer to Lockdown.

Leon Slater says that Cedric Alexander stole the X-Division
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Title at Slammiversary and Slater is still coming for it. As
for tonight, he’s going to teach Eddie Edwards a lesson in the
main event as part of his path to becoming the biggest star 1in
TNA. I'm not sure if he will, but Slater getting into the
World Title picture isn’t out of the question. He might not be
the next big thing, but it’s a distinct possibility.

We look at the announcement of the Knockouts TV Title and the
tournament to crown the first champion.

Knockouts TV Title Tournament First Round: Tasha
Steelz vs. Mara Sade

They trade some early rollups for two each and Steelz is sent
outside, where Sade’s dive connects. A dropkick off the steps
connects and Steelz bails again, only to manage to trip Sade
on the apron. Back in and Steelz fires off some clotheslines
but misses the top rope splash. Sade sends her outside again
and hits a slingshot dive, followed by a Sling Blade back
inside. A sitout powerbomb gives Sade two but Steelz’s
neckbreaker gets the same. Steelz tries a springboard but gets
kicked out of the air, allowing Sade to go up. That takes too
long too and Steelz misses a charge, allowing Sade to hit the
moonsault for the pin at 7:43.

Rating: C. Sade is a good example of someone who came into TNA
with almost no reputation and wound up becoming a nice
surprise. She’s one of the better stars in the division and
has a presence to her. While she’s a long way off from going
after Xia Brookside, she’s a good choice for a heck of a run
in this tournament.

Post match Order 4 comes out and doesn’t seem pleased with
Steelz.

Rich Swann gives BDE a pep talk, even though they’re both in a
six way scramble for an X-Division Title shot.



BDE Rich S Fabi nicl M
Elegance vs. Jason Hotch vs. Home Town Man

They pair off to start until BDE and Swann are left alone for
a respectful slugout. An exchange of rollups gets two each and
it’s a standoff until Elegance breaks it up. Aichner drops
Elegance with a clothesline and a butterfly superplex gets two
on Swann. Hotch comes in to take over but the Man is right
there to quite the reaction.

BDE hits a dive, followed by an even bigger one from Swann.
Back in and a Tower Of Doom sends Swann flying into a Phoenix
splash onto Hotch in a rather cool sequence. Swann hits a
Lethal Injection on Hotch but Elegance makes the save. BDE
splashes Elegance but gets caught in Aichner’s sitout
powerbomb for the pin and the title shot at 5:28.

Rating: B-. As usual with matches like this one, it was a
bunch of people flying around doing stuff with Aichner
basically catching someone in the end. That’s not a bad thing
either, as Aichner has been teased as a challenger for the
title since he debuted. BDE continues to play his role of
jobber to the stars who can do moves rather well and the rest
of the people.well they were there too, as this was mainly
about Aichner.

Ricky Sosa meets First Class and isn’t impressed.
Mustafa Ali does not want to hear Order 4's excuses.

Here is Ricky Sosa for a chat. He’s new around here and the
win on Sunday is just the beginning. This brings out the
Righteous, who see the potential and offer him a spot on the
team. Cue the System, who make an offer of their own, citing
the team’s recent successes. Eddie Edwards sums it up by
asking if Sosa wants to be a champion or join a cult. Sosa
turns both of them down and the brawl is on, with Leon Slater
running in for a failed save attempt. As has been the case,
TNA needs fresh blood so trying Sosa out is worth a shot.



Elijah is happy to have his music back (despite never losing
it).

Knockouts TV Title Tournament First Round: Heather
By Elegance vs. Allie

M is here with Heather and Rosemary 1is here with Allie.
Heather jumps Allie to start fast but gets sent into the
corner for a running elbow. A trip to the floor goes badly for
Allie as she gets her throat snapped over the top rope and a
dropkick gives Heather two back inside. Allie shrugs that off
to make the clothesline comeback and the Upside Down makes it
even worse for Heather. Rosemary cuts off an interfering M but
the distraction lets Heather hit a top rope double stomp for
the pin at 5:34.

Rating: C. I'm not overly surprised that one of the likely
challengers for the Knockouts Tag Team Titles beat one of the
champions, but at least it was set up in a different way for
once. Allie losing is a bit disappointing but the Elegance
Brand has been too big of a deal to not have them go somewhere
in the tournament. And it even involved some cheating for the
protection.

Here is new Knockouts Champion Xia Brookside for a chat. She
gets right to the point with the I TOLD YOU SO, as Lei Ying
Lee was jealous and holding her back. Now we’ll get to see how
good Brookside is and here she is as the new Knockouts
Champion. The title doesn’t belong to the people because it
belongs to her. This brings out Lee, who doesn’t see a
champion, but rather a fake b****, The rematch is officially
on for next week and Lee wants it to be No DQ, with the threat
of Warrior’s Way sending Brookside running. Simple and to the
point here.

Mustafa Ali begs Daria Rae for a Tag Team Title shot for the
Great Hands. Sure. Next week.



KC Navarro vs. Ryan Nemeth

Nic Nemeth is here with Ryan. Navarro runs the ropes to start
and hits a Sling Blade but Ryan pulls him off the top. A
neckbreaker puts Navarro down on the floor and the chinlock
goes on back inside. Navarro fights up for a tornado DDT but
gets sent into the post to give Ryan two more. The hip
swiveling neckbreaker takes too long though and Navarro comes
back with the 305. The running neckbreaker finishes for
Navarro at 4:19.

Rating: C+. I had thought that the match was going to be Nic
vs. Navarro so it was nice to see Navarro get a win, even over
a weasel like Ryan. Navarro is probably going to be getting a
shot at Nic in a few weeks and that’s not a bad way for both
of them to go. If nothing else, it'’s getting Navarro a chance
to showcase himself some more and it’s been working fairly
well thus far.

Post match Nic lays Navarro out.

The Hardys are ready for the Great Hands but I'm not sure if
calling the fans the Die-Hardys is going to work.

Leon Slater vs. Eddie Edwards

Alisha Edwards is here with Eddie. Hold on though as Alisha
insists that Slater’s fans cheer for Eddie instead. They
aren’t interesting so Slater’s music starts again (as he’s
doing everything but YEETing) so we’re ready to go. Slater
hits an early leg lariat before hammering away in the corner.

A poke to the eye cuts Slater off but he’'s right back with a
handspring elbow. Eddie cuts him off with a backbreaker and a
hard whip sends Slater upside down in the corner. A backdrop
gives Eddie two and Alisha gets in some choking from the
floor. Eddie misses the moonsault though and Slater scores
with a spinwheel kick.

The high crossbody gives Slater two but Eddie is back with the



Backpack Stunner for the same. They trade shots to the face
until a tiger driver and tiger bomb give Eddie two, leaving
him looking rather stunned. Slater is right back with the toss
Blue Thunder Bomb but Alisha gets on the apron. Cedric
Alexander comes in and gets taken out, allowing Eddie to grab
a rollup with tights for the pin at 7:34.

Rating: B-. Slater is getting more and more time in these main
event spots and that means he’s going to lose on occasion.
Losing to a multiple time World Champion is hardly the worst
result, though Slater is going to need some help to fight back
against the System. There are some options for that spot, but
Sosa seems to be a likely choice.

Post match the beatdown is on but Ricky Sosa runs in for the
save, much to Slater’s appreciation to end the show. Ah there
we go.

Overall Rating: B-. TNA is in a rough spot right now as they
aren’'t likely to have Mike Santana anymore, along with a few
other names. That means they are going to have to be tight
with what they have and build up some fresh stars at the same
time. While they didn’t take any huge steps forward here, they
did a good enough job starting things off after Slammiversary.
The post PPV shows have been an issue for TNA in recent years
so it was nice to see things go in a different direction for
once. They have a long way to go but it’s at least a good
first step.

Results

Mara Sade b. Tasha Steelz — Moonsault

Fabian Aichner b. BDE, Rich Swann, Mr. Elegance, Jason Hotch
and Home Town Man — Sitout powerbomb to BDE

Heather By Elegance b. Allie — Top rope double stomp

KC Navarro b. Ryan Nemeth — Running neckbreaker

Eddie Edwards b. Leon Slater — Rollup with tights



Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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