
Full Gear 2023 Preview
AEW has changed up its pay per view schedule so much that
their original Big Four do not exactly feel as important these
days. While the promotion isn’t ice cold, they don’t have the
hottest product in the world going into this show. That being
said, AEW’s pay per view record is more than good enough to
rally things up in the blink of an eye. The main event and a
few other things have me interested and that might be enough
to carry things. Let’s get to it.

Zero Hour: Ring Of Honor World Title: Eddie Kingston(c) vs.
Jay Lethal

So this match, which felt like it could have headlined Final
Battle next month, is instead taking place here and might not
even main event the pre-show. Lethal’s friends helped him beat
Kingston to set this up and now Kingston wants to face him one
one one. That should work out rather well as Lethal is capable
of wrestling a good, simple match against anyone and we could
be in for something nice here.

I’ll go with Kingston winning, as Lethal isn’t exactly on fire
right now. There is little reason to change the title here
since this feels like a way to give Kingston a win over an ROH
legend. I’ve heard worse ideas, though I’m not sure who is
going to face Kingston at Final Battle. They teased something
with Ortiz on Rampage, but that’s for next month. For now,
Kingston wins here and moves on to Final Battle.

Zero Hour: Claudio Castagnoli vs. Buddy Matthews

The two stables have been kind of teasing each other in recent
weeks and then Castagnoli saved Wheeler Yuta from Matthews
after their match on Collision. Therefore, we have a heck of a
rather hard hitting showdown and that should be more than
enough  to  make  for  some  entertaining  television.  Matthews
continues to feel like someone who could be a breakout star
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and it’s nice to see him getting this kind of spot.

For now though, Castagnoli wins here, as the only way I can
imagine seeing Matthews win is through some House Of Black
interference. This is one of those matches that sounds goo on
paper and will probably be even better when they actually get
in the ring. Castagnoli is about as dependable as you can get
and we should be in for a good, hard hitting, ten or so minute
match here.

Ring Of Honor Tag Team Titles: Maxwell Jacob Friedman/Samoa
Joe(c) vs. The Gunns

Joe is teaming with MJF in the place of Adam Cole, though I’m
not sure if it’s going to be a permanent thing. At the same
time, Joe is probably going to want some compensation for
helping MJF, which likely leads to a title match next month in
Long Island. For now though, they have to deal with a talented
team who can be a threat to win the titles. Granted they’re
fighting to be the champions of a show they’ve never wrestled
on.

As much as I’d love to see MJF get away from the titles and
have them actually be around in ROH, I’m not sure I can
picture the Gunns winning here. MJF and maybe Joe will have to
lose the titles at some point in the future, though that might
not happen until Final Battle. ROH needs the titles back, but
this doesn’t feel like the spot where that is going to happen
just yet.

AEW Women’s Title: Hikaru Shida(c) vs. Toni Storm

I try to get what I think are the most obvious results out of
the way in these things and that seems to be the case here.
Shida  is  a  good  champion  and  has  been  one  of  the  most
dependable  people  in  all  of  AEW,  but  she’s  up  against  a
different kind of force here. Storm has tapped into something
with this Timeless deal and that feels like it is going to be
enough to go somewhere.



Of course I’ll take Storm here as I can’t see any reason to
keep the title on Shida. While she’s very good and one of the
workhorses of the division, but Storm is on another level
entirely at the moment. It makes all the sense in the world to
give her the title as it’s a case of striking while the iron
is hot. This should be a layup, and unless Mariah May costs
Storm the title, Storm gets the gold here.

TBS Title: Kris Statlander(c) vs. Julia Hart vs. Skye Blue

We’ll stick with the women here and another match that has a
somewhat clear favorite. Hart seemed ready to take the title
last month at WrestleDream but lost to Statlander, which makes
me wonder how things are going to go here. This feels like it
should be Hart’s to lose, though Blue being in there is a wild
card given how much it seems AEW has wanted to push her.

It’s trickier than I thought but I’ll go with Hart winning
here. At some point the House Of Black needs some gold and it
would make sense for Hart to get them back on the champions’
list here. Hart has been built up very well in recent months
and  it  fees  like  the  time  to  go  somewhere  with  that.
Statlander has become a star during her reign, but it’s ok to
move  her  out  here  and  maybe  into  the  main  Women’s  Title
picture. Hart wins here, though Blue is a longshot option too.

Chris Jericho/Kenny Omega vs. Young Bucks

This is the Bucks’ title shot vs. the Canadians’ future as a
team because, believe it or not, the Bucks can’t handle Omega
having another friend. They did a bit of a rushed buildup to
this one as the Bucks weren’t happy with Omega and Jericho
teaming together because Omega seems to have forgotten the
Elite. Thankfully that means the Bucks have turned heel again,
which suits them so much better.

I’ll take Jericho and Omega to win here, as it would make the
Bucks all the more frustrated and get them out of the title
picture  at  the  same  time.  The  Bucks  are  going  to  find



something else to whine about anyway so maybe the loss is
enough to do just that. Omega and Jericho have done well
enough as a team and I could see them going for the Tag Team
Titles, even if it feels like a rehash of Omega and Hangman
Page. Then again, the Elite’s whole thing is about repeating
the same melodrama so that kind of fits. Omega and Jericho win
here, or at least I think they do.

International Title: Orange Cassidy(c) vs. Jon Moxley

So this headlined a show about two and a half months ago but
now we’re right back where we started before All Out. It felt
like we were going to get back here eventually and maybe we’re
here a bit earlier than expected, but the rematch is on.
Moxley no sold the Orange Punch on Dynamite to scare Cassidy,
which puts this in quite the different place than the original
version.

As much as it would make sense for Cassidy to win here and tie
the series, it feels like AEW wants to get back to where this
was supposed to be when Moxley won at All Out. Maybe that
means Cassidy comes back and wins the third match down the
line, but Moxley was champion for all of a few weeks before
the concussion screwed things up. I’ll go with Moxley here,
despite a feeling that Cassidy could win with a rollup for a
shock victory.

Sting/Darby  Allin/Adam  Copeland  vs.  Christian
Cage/Luchasaurus/Nick  Wayne

And yes, Ric Flair with be here with Sting and company. That’s
likely going to get a bunch of the focus and yes there is
always the chance that Flair turns on Sting again because we
must repeat history every chance we can. For now though, it
seems much more like a way to set up Copeland vs. Cage down
the line and that is not the worst idea given how rarely they
have fought over the years.

Outside of Flair cheating though, this should be Copeland and



company’s to win. Wayne can be right there to take a fall
without damaging anything major going forward, as tends to be
the case in a six man like this. Things will probably break
down  multiple  times,  but  this  is  another  step  in  Sting’s
retirement tour and having him get a win on pay per view is a
fine way for him to step away from California.

Tag  Team  Titles:  Ricky  Starks/Big  Bill(c)  vs.  La  Faccion
Ingobernable vs. FTR vs. Kings Of The Black Throne

Say  it  with  me:  it’s  a  ladder  match.  That  feels  like  a
requirement that AEW has to cover every so often and we’re
getting it here for reasons of “Bill is tall”. That’s not
exactly a great reason to have a ladder match but that’s
modern wrestling for you. The only team you can probably write
off here is FTR as they’ve had the titles so recently that
getting them again doesn’t make a ton of sense. That leaves us
with three options and it could be either of them.

I’ll take the champs to retain here, as I could go for seeing
more of what they can do. They won the titles about a month
and a half ago and have wound up doing some nice things with
them. Let them get a defense in here, even though it might not
be the most traditional match. What matters is getting ready
for another match against one of these teams later on, but
that might have to wait for Omega and Jericho if all things
stand. For now though, the champs retain.

Hangman Page vs. Swerve Strickland

This is the “steal the show” match as it feels like they’re
having two young stars get the chance to break through in a
Texas Death Match (or Last Man Standing to everyone else).
That’s a bit weird when Page is already one of the most
decorated  stars  in  AEW  history,  but  Page  is  out  for
revenge/blood on Strickland and that often makes for a much
more interesting situation.

This feels like Page getting his revenge so I’ll take that



here after one heck of a fight. Strickland has been waiting
for that big breakout moment and while it has been said over
and over again, it should be coming one day. I just don’t
think it’s here, as the idea of having Page get his home
violated like that and then lose in the big fight seems like a
bad idea. Page wins here, after a war.

AEW World Title: Maxwell Jacob Friedman(c) vs. Jay White

If this wasn’t the main event (or at least it should be), I
would have put it high up because this doesn’t feel like the
highest drama. White stole the belt at the start of their feud
and has mostly kept it since, but now MJF wants the belt and
the win. They’ve done a nice job with making me want to see
MJF beat White and get everything back, but they might have
tilted it a bit too far one way.

Naturally MJF retains here and gets the belt back. That’s not
exactly a deep story and it’s hard to fathom that it doesn’t
end with MJF getting the belt back here. Samoa Joe is all but
guaranteed to be waiting for MJF next month in Long Island and
having MJF win here is kind of required to make that work.
White has done well enough but it’s time to move on without
him as champion.

Overall Thoughts

The  more  I  think  about  it,  the  more  I  would  consider
Strickland vs. Page headlining. It might not be the highest
profile match on the show, but it certainly feels like the
hottest one. I’m worried that it might be good enough that
nothing  can  follow  it  and  that  could  ruin  whatever  comes
after. The show looks good enough, though having it come so
soon after the previous one feels off in AEW> I’ll still take
them as having a real chance to make this work though as Full
Gear seems like it has a good deal of potential, as usual.

 



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Rampage – November 17, 2023:
The Go Home Go Home Show
Rampage
Date: November 17, 2023
Location: Kia Forum, Los Angeles, California
Commentators: Nigel McGuinness, Chris Jericho, Tony Schiavone

It’s the final final show before Full Gear as Rampage is in
its normal spot after Collision aired a night early. The main
attraction here is Christian Cage defending the TNT Title
against Trent Beretta, who earned the shot earlier tonight on
Collision. Other than that, we’ll hear from Jay White so let’s
get to it.

Here is Collision if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Chris Jericho comes out for commentary and of course milks
some Judas from the crowd.

TNT Title: Trent Beretta vs. Christian Cage
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Cage is defending and has Luchasaurus and Nick Wayne with him.
They  go  face  to  face  to  start  with  Trent  not  being
intimidated. They grapple a bit until cage misses a charge and
falls out to the floor. Back in and Cage hits him in the face,
meaning it’s time to choke away in the corner. Trent is fine
enough to send him outside for a slingshot dive but Cage grabs
the referee. That allows Wayne to get in a cheap shot and we
take an early break.

Back with Cage grabbing a chinlock until Trent fights up for a
slingshot spear. Trent snaps off a German suplex and blocks
the tornado DDT. A super hurricanrana gives Trent two but Cage
sends him outside. Back in and Trent grabs his own tornado DDT
for two as Nigel is getting a bit panicky. Trent’s running
knee gets two more, followed by Strong Zero (or the Scrunchie
or whatever he calls that kneeling belly to back piledriver)
for the same. Luchasaurus offers his own distraction though
and Cage sends Trent hard into the buckle. The Killswitch
retains the title at 10:18.

Rating: B-. Trent continues to be a good hand in the ring and
someone who makes for a nice one off challenger here. Cage is
in for a big six man tag tomorrow so it’s kind of nice to see
him doing something different the night before. Nice opener
here, with the numbers game being enough to hold Beretta back.

Chris Jericho rants into the camera about how he and Kenny
Omega are going to beat the Young Bucks.

Toni Storm vs. Emi Sakura

Storm has Luther with her and offers Sakura the match’s script
to start (oh you know that’s going to get some WWE jabs
going). Sakura isn’t having any of that and they start fast
with Storm sending her outside. Storm stops to pose on the
apron though, allowing Sakura to hit a running crossbody to
the ribs.

We take a break and come back with Sakura firing off chops but



Storm isn’t having any of that. A running bulldog sets up a
rather wound up right hand, only to walk into a tiger driver
for two. Sakura’s backbreaker gets the same but she misses (by
that  I  mean  she  hits  Storm  but  wasn’t  supposed  to)  a
moonsault. Storm’s DDT doesn’t really work either so she goes
with  the  hip  attack  and  Storm  Zero  for  the  pin  at  8:22
instead.

Rating: C+. This didn’t have time to really go anywhere but my
goodness Storm seems to be having the time of her life in
there. Seeing her go from the rock star style character to
being all depressed to this is quite the transformation over
the last few years and she is selling the heck out of it.
There is almost no way she doesn’t win the title tomorrow and
at this rate, they would be insane to not go with that.

Eddie Kingston is in the back with Jay Lethal and company with
Lethal promising to take the Ring Of Honor World Title on the
Full Gear Zero House show. Kingston wants to know why Lethal
is talking like them. That’s not the Lethal he remembers and
everyone leaves before violence ensues. Kingston turns around
and Ortiz is waiting on him. That’s not where they’re going
for Final Battle, right?

Roderick Strong vs. Action Andretti

The  Kingdom  is  here  too.  Strong  decks  him  to  start  but
Andretti hits a dropkick right back. Some kicks to the ribs
put Andretti back down before Strong rubs him face first into
the mat. Andretti’s chops don’t have much effect but a kick to
the ribs and a swinging neckbreaker do. A Falcon Arrow gives
Andretti two more and we take a break.

Back  with  Andretti  fighting  up  and  hitting  some  running
forearms.  Andretti  sends  him  outside  and  dropkicks  the
Kingdom, followed by a Spanish Fly….and Strong lands on his
head. The referee and doctor come in to check on Strong and
the camera goes wide as you can tell the fans know that didn’t



go right. Thankfully Strong gets up and seems ok as he fires
off some shoulders to the ribs in the corner. The jumping knee
and End Of Heartache finish Andretti at 9:36.

Rating: C+. Yowza that was a scary botch as Strong got dropped
on his head. What makes it worse is I was expecting it to be
some kind of playing into the Neckstrong deal but looking at
it again it’s pretty clearly a real mishap. Thankfully Strong
is ok though and finished the match but dang that was a rough
watch.

We get a sitdown interview with Jay White, who still believes
that MJF is the Devil. White promises to win tomorrow night
and does NOT like being compared to MJF. He talks about what
will happen when he wins the title but here is MJF to jump him
for a brawl. Juice Robinson comes in and sends MJF into a room
with White following.

White opens the door and gets a TV thrown at him as MJF chases
him outside. They go into the arena where MJF takes White down
in the ring and gets the belt back….only to have the Gunns
jump him. MJF won’t let go of the belt but the numbers’ game
gets the better of it. Cue Samoa Joe to chase the Club off and
shake MJF’s hand as we seem to have a team.

A Full Gear rundown and a lot of posing (plus Jericho getting
in one more shout about the pay per view because he knows how
to sell things) wrap us up.

Overall Rating: B-. Nice stuff here, especially with the big
segment to finish it off. That was by far the best part of the
show (save for the relief when Strong got up). It was a good
enough show, though coming off a two hour Collision didn’t
help things. For now though, they need to nail Full Gear and
there is a good chance they could do just that, especially
with the MJF stuff.

Results
Christian Cage b. Trent Beretta – Killswitch



Toni Storm b. Emi Sakura – Storm Zero
Roderick Strong b. Action Andretti – End Of Heartache

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Collision  –  November  17,
2023: That Is A Very Green
Suit
Collision
Date: November 17, 2023
Location: Kia Forum, Los Angeles, California
Commentators: Nigel McGuinness, Kevin Kelly, Tony Schiavone

It’s the night before Full Gear and therefore the schedule is
a little wacky, as Collision is taking place before Rampage
and in the same building. That is going to make things a bit
more interesting, but Collision has been up and down in recent
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weeks. It would be nice to have a more old school feel to this
one….or as old school as a show about five months old can be.
Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Tony Schiavone (in a very green suit) brings out Christian
Cage and company to start things off. Cage is ready for the
six man tag tomorrow night, plus a TNT Title defense tonight
on Rampage. Other than that though, in a town full of phony
people, we need some reality. Cage says tomorrow is going to
be Sting’s last match because he has been living off his past
name and reputation for fifteen years. Darby Allin is going to
need a father figure and Cage knows someone who can do that
for him.

As for Adam Copeland, Cage knows he is here to steal the
spotlight but Cage is a different person than he was back
then. Beth Phoenix needs to keep the girls up late because
Cage is breaking Copeland’s neck. It doesn’t matter who he is
facing  tonight,  but  he  can  beat  any  of  the  four  in  the
qualifying match anyway. Fans: “PROVE IT!” Cage quotes not so
popular NBA player James Harden, saying he doesn’t work within
the system because he is the system.

Ricky Starks and Big Bill have a new stipulation for their
four way Tag Team Title defense: we’ll make it a LADDER match.
WELL OF COURSE WE WILL.

Miro vs. Daniel Garcia

Miro throws him down without much trouble to start and then
suplexes him out of the corner for a bonus. A gutwrench suplex
drops Garcia again so Miro loads up the Garcia dance. You
don’t do that though as Garcia strikes away, only to be caught
in a swinging release Rock Bottom. We take a break and come
back with Miro grabbing a chinlock but Garcia fights up. Some
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slugging in the corner has Miro in trouble and he can’t swat a
dropkick away.

Garcia’s  running  knee  to  the  face  just  annoys  Miro,  who
superkicks him down. It’s too early for Game Over though and
Garcia slaps away, setting up a belly to back suplex. The
dance is loaded up but cue Matt Menard to break it up. Not
that it matters as Garcia pulls him into a crossface, which he
switches into the Dragontamer. The bending back too far is a
bad idea for Garcia though, as Miro slams his head into the
mat or the break. Game Over finishes Garcia at 10:14.

Rating: C+. This was what it needed to be, as Miro is mad at
Garcia for approaching his wife and wrecked him as a result.
That’s  all  this  should  have  been,  as  Garcia  got  in  some
offense before losing. Miro seems likely for a showdown with
Andrade El Idolo sooner or later and this should be a good
warmup.

CJ  Perry  and  Andrade  El  Idolo  are  happy  with  their  new
business relationship, which is why Perry has entered into the
Continental Classic. If he wins, he gets extra money.

Kings Of The Black Throne vs. The Boys

Brent goes after Black’s wrist to start and is easily shoved
away. King comes in so it’s off to Brandon as everything
breaks down. Brandon’s enziguri doesn’t do much to Black as
it’s Dante’s Inferno to give King the pin at 2:09. Pretty much
a squash.

Julia  Hart,  Skye  Blue  and  Kris  Statlander  are  ready  to
win/keep the TBS Title.

Trent Beretta vs. Brian Cage vs. Komander vs. Penta El Zero
Miedo

The winner gets a TNT Title shot on Rampage and Prince Nana is
here with Cage. The fans aren’t sure who they like here so



Penta stops to take his glove off. That earns him a shot to
the face before Cage gets triple teamed to the floor. Trent
elbows Penta down before a jumping knee sets up a half and
half suplex. Back in and Cage apron superplexes Komander onto
the other two to send us to a break.

We come back with Penta striking away at Cage, followed by
Trent suplexing Komander a few times. Penta gets suplexed as
well but Cage blocks one without much trouble. A discus lariat
knocks Trent silly and there’s a faceplant for two on Komander
with Penta making the save. Penta is back up with a Canadian
Destroyer to Komander and a Sling Blade to Cage. The big
springboard flip dive hits Cage, leaving Komander’s rope walk
shooting star to not quite hit Trent. The Scrunchie finishes
Komander at 10:34 to give Trent the title shot.

Rating: B-. This felt like something you would see at a house
show to set up a title match later in the night. That isn’t a
bad thing either as it at least gives the match some stakes,
even if Beretta doesn’t seem like a heavy favorite in the
title match. For now though, good all action match and that’s
what it needed to be.

Don Callis and Powerhouse Hobbs are proud of getting rid of
Paul Wight with a heck of a slam onto a car on Dynamite. Hobbs
tells Wight to stay away because anyone can get it.

Wardlow vs. Evan Daniels

Powerbomb, Swanton, Powerbomb for the stoppage at 57 seconds.

Full Gear rundown.

Dax Harwood vs. Rush

Ricky Starks is on commentary (Big Bill is with him but wasn’t
introduced for some reason) and the rest of LFI is here. They
shove each other around to start until Rush backdrops him out
to the floor. Some rams into the barricade have Harwood in



even more trouble as Starks does a Harwood impression.

Harwood  gets  sent  shoulder  first  into  the  post  and  Rush
unloads in the corner, setting up the single boot. We take a
break and come back with Harwood chopping his way off the top.
That lasts all of three seconds as Rush is back up with a
superplex for two. They strike it out for a double knockdown
before getting back up to trade clotheslines.

Rush can’t get a backslide so Harwood is right back with a
piledriver for two of his own. The fight heads outside with
Rush hitting a jumping knee to the face, setting up a posting.
Rush goes after Starks before loading up the Bull’s Horns,
only to have Starks come in with the spear to Rush for the DQ
at 14:01.

Rating: B-. This was quite the Rush match, as he mostly beat
the fire out of Harwood, though at least Harwood got in a bit
of offense of his own. That being said, I’ll absolutely take
having one of them avoid a pin before a title match, as that
has always felt like the biggest waste of time. Rush continues
to feel like a star, but he certainly likes being on offense.
Maybe a bit too much at that.

Post match the beating is on until the other people in the
ladder match run in for the huge brawl. Referees can’t break
it up as we take a break. Of note: we’re told Tony Khan says
this is a no contest. I know he’s a big wrestling fan, but in
my day, someone coming in and attacking a single wrestler was
a DQ.

Action Andretti is cut off by Roderick Strong and the Kingdom,
the former of which says he has found his next victim.

Buddy Matthews vs. Wheeler Yuta

Matthews works on the arm to start but Yuta flips out to
escape and crank away as well. Yuta even offers him a shot to
grab the leg before pulling it back. Instead Yuta sends him



outside, where a dropkick through the ropes makes it worse.
That’s not ok with Matthews, who beats him up around ringside.

They head to the apron for a slugout until Yuta is LAUNCHED
onto the announcers’ table. We take a break and come back with
Matthews striking him down until Yuta is back up with a heck
of a forearm. Yuta manages to knock him down to one knee but
Matthews is back with a shot of his own.

A rollup and German suplex give Yuta two each and there’s a
superkick to put Matthews on the floor. They fight on the
apron until Matthews drops him ribs first onto the turnbuckle.
Yuta kicks his way out of trouble and drapes him over the top
for an ax handle. Matthews hits a heck of a powerbomb though
and the Stomp finishes Yuta at 13:43.

Rating: B. I can always go for a power vs. speed match and
they had a nice one here, with Yuta doing what he could
against the far stronger Matthews. That’s a formula that has
worked forever in wrestling and they did it here with two
potential stars. Matthews has long since felt like he could be
moving up the ladder whenever he’s given a chance but there is
only so much that can be done with the rest of the House Of
Black around. See also Yuta with the Blackpool Combat Club, as
he is by far the lowest member of the team but is still a
talented star. Anyway, pretty sweet match here and that’s
always nice to see.

Post  match  Matthews  grabs  a  chair  but  here  is  Claudio
Castagnoli to cut him off. Castagnoli says the House Of Black
has his attention so he and Matthews can fight at Full Gear.

Orange Cassidy and Jon Moxley are ready to fight again at Full
Gear.

Ruby Soho/Saraya vs. Kris Statlander/Hikaru Shida

Shida and Soho grapple around to start as we hear about Angelo
Parker “pitching woo” about Soho. Nigel is of course all over



Kelly for that one as Statlander comes in to take over on
Saraya. Back up and Statlander shoulders her down for two as
Julia Hart is watching in the back. Statlander suplexes both
villains down at once and hands it back to Shida as we see
Skye Blue watching in the back as well. The villains pull
Shida down out of the corner and we take a break.

Back with Parker watching at ringside as Saraya kicks Shida in
the  ribs.  That  brings  Statlander  and  Soho  back  in,  with
Statlander hitting a Falcon Arrow for two. Statlander has to
get Soho back inside, but sees Parker in a Soho shirt. Saraya
comes back in and gets to clean some house, setting up a
forearm off with Shida. After a double knockdown, Shida is
back up with a knee each for Saraya and Soho, which has Parker
checking  on  the  latter.  Saraya  is  livid  as  Statlander
clotheslines  Parker  (seemed  to  be  aiming  for  Soho).  That
leaves Shida to Katana Saraya for the pin at 10:32.

Rating: B-. This wound up being more of a focus on the Parker
stuff and that might be a bit more interesting than the match.
Saraya is already starting to feel forgotten around here and
it’s not like her matches are tearing the house down. Maybe
she ties in with the Parker story, but she certainly needs
something. Shida probably will as well, as it feels almost
impossible to imagine her leaving Full Gear with the title.
Statlander might be in a safer spot, but Hart winning feels
long overdue. They covered a bit here, but it didn’t quite
feel like a big time main event.

We get a sitdown interview with MJF, who is defending the Ring
Of Honor Tag Team Titles to keep his promise to Adam Cole. The
Gunns are very ugly but he’ll beat them anyway. Other than
that, he doesn’t like Jay White stealing his title belt, but
he’ll get that back at Full Gear. Schiavone brings up MJF
winning the title a year ago, sending MJF into a rant about
overcoming the odds over the years. He likes the odds against
White, so we’ll see them tomorrow. This was fired up MJF and
that is often the best kind.



Overall Rating: B. There was good action throughout and the
Yuta vs. Matthews match was quite good, but it did feel like a
show that didn’t really need to be here. I was hoping they
would have pulled the show from the schedule for the sake of
the PPV but we got a decent enough push towards Full Gear. The
pay per view still doesn’t exactly feel must see, though this
show did a nice job of boosting it up a bit.

Results
Miro b. Daniel Garcia – Game Over
Kings Of The Black Throne b. The Boys – Dante’s Inferno to
Brandon
Trent Beretta b. Brian Cage, Komander and Penta El Zero Miedo
– Scrunchie to Komander
Wardlow b. Evan Daniels via referee stoppage
Rush b. Dax Harwood via DQ when Ricky Starks interfered
Buddy Matthews b. Wheeler Yuta – Stomp
Hikaru Shida/Kris Statlander b. Saraya/Ruby Soho – Katana to
Saraya
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Smackdown  –  November  17,
2023: They Got Stuff Done
Smackdown
Date: November 17, 2023
Location: Ford Center, Evansville, Indiana
Commentators: Michael Cole, Kevin Patrick, Road Dogg

We’re eight days away from Survivor Series and the women’s
WarGames match seems all but set and announced. Both sides
could still use some adjusting and we might be seeing some of
that tonight. We also have to deal with the fallout from
Santos Escobar turning on Rey Mysterio and the LWO last week.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We  open  with  a  recap  of  last  week,  with  Asuka  seemingly
joining Damage CTRL as she turned on Charlotte and Bianca
Belair. This is in no way similar to Drew McIntyre turning on
Cody Rhodes and Jey Uso to seemingly join forces with Judgment
Day because….well of course it’s pretty much the same thing.

Here is Damage CTRL, now with Asuka, for a chat. Bayley brags
about how awesome it was to bring Asuka into the team and how
powerful the team has become. She steals the NOT READY FOR
ASUKA catchphrase, but Kai says not everyone in the ring is
officially part of the team. Bayley looks scared, but Kai says
it’s because Asuka hasn’t officially joined the team yet. Them
she joins.

The  challenge  is  officially  on  for  WarGames  against
Shotzi/Charlotte/Bianca Belair, so here is Shotzi…..’s tank,
as Shotzi comes in from behind. Charlotte and Belair come in
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as well but the numbers game catches up with them. Damage CTRL
clears the ring without much trouble, despite Kai still being
injured.

Post break Shotzi, Charlotte and Belair want revenge but need
a fourth. Charlotte might know someone and Nick Aldis comes in
to say he needs to know their fourth by the end of the night.

Street Profits vs. Brawling Brutes vs. Pretty Deadly

For a Tag Team Title shot next week. Prince, Butch and Ford
start but Dawkins comes in to shoulder Butch down. Butch gets
stomped in the corner as the Profits take over. Wilson is back
up for some standing switches with Ford, leaving Butch to jump
over them and bring Holland in. A DDT puts Wilson down but the
ten forearms to the chest are broken up. Instead the Profits
get hit with them until Pretty Deadly sends Holland into the
steps. We take a break and come back with Butch cleaning
house, including a tornado DDT off the steps to Prince.

Back in and a standing Sliced Bread gets two on Dawkins to
leave everyone down. Holland superplexes Wilson but Prince
tags himself in. Ford frog splashes the still down Holland,
leaving Prince to hit the top rope legdrop for two. Bobby
Lashley is watching in the back when B-Fab joins him. Back in
the  ring  and  Holland  cleans  house  but  Butch  accidentally
Brogue Kicks him down. The Revelation hits Holland to give the
Profits the win at 10:57.

Rating: C+. You kind of had to tease some Brutes tension at
some point as other than a one off win on NXT this week, I
don’t remember their last important win. It also sounds like a
way to bring Sheamus back to settle things, as he was always
the  focal  point  of  the  team  anyway.  For  now  though,  the
Profits  winning  a  shot  at  Judgment  Day  the  night  before
Judgment Day is in WarGames sounds like quite the setup for a
title change, which would be a nifty way to get the titles
away from the stable.



Bianca Belair talks to Michin.

Post break, Damage CTRL has jumped Michin.

We recap Santos Escobar turning on Rey Mysterio and the LWO
last week.

Dragon Lee vs. Axiom

Axiom is a guest star from NXT and we get a quick highlight
package (because WWE is starting to get the little things that
go a long way). Lee takes him down with a headlock to start
and hits a big running flip dive to the floor. Back in and a
running corner dropkick hits Axiom as we take a break. We come
back  with  Axiom  hitting  his  own  dropkick  to  the  floor,
followed by a springboard moonsault.

They get back in with Lee tying him in the ropes for a top
rope double stomp. Axiom hits a dropkick into a running kick
to the chest, only to have Lee grab a brainbuster. Something
like flipping piledriver hits Lee but he’s right back up top.
Axiom’s enziguri sets up a super Spanish Fly for two but Lee
blasts him with a running knee. Operation Dragon (Destino)
finishes Axiom at 9:30.

Rating: B-. This was the showcase that you would have expected
from these two as they can do the high flying rather well. Lee
continues to feel like a major project in the making and
putting him out there week after week to pile up wins is a
good idea. I could also go for more of Axiom, who has shown
that he can work well with just about anyone.

Here is Santos Escobar for his big explanation. Escobar talks
about the saying of “never meet your heroes”. He comes from a
famous  wrestling  family,  but  Rey  Mysterio  was  his  hero.
Escobar wanted the future generation to see him as the new Rey
Mysterio, who became a father figure to him. Then last week,
he realized that Dominik Mysterio was right all along.



Escobar earned the US Title shot and wanted to rebuild the
LWO, but guess who did it instead. And then Rey brought in an
outsider like Carlito! Escobar will only apologize for not
hurting Rey even more and hopes he loses his leg. Cue Zelina
Vega to yell at Escobar and slap him in the face. Cruz del
Toro and Joaquin Wilde come in so Escobar asks whose side
they’re on. They try to talk him out of it and get jumped as
well so here is Carlito for the save. Escobar was bringing the
venom here and the justification makes sense. Rey vs. Escobar
should be a hot feud when he gets back too.

We look at Kevin Owens filling in on commentary last week but
getting  suspended  for  attacking  Grayson  Waller  and  Austin
Theory.

Grayson Waller vs. Cameron Grimes

Austin Theory is on commentary. Waller takes him down to start
and hammers away before grabbing a chinlock. Grimes fights up
and strikes away, only to miss the Cage In. Theory offers a
distraction though, allowing Waller to hit the Dingo Driver
(John Cena’s old Throwback) for the pin at 2:42. It’s sad to
see Grimes as nothing more than a jobber to the stars as he’s
done well when he has been given some chances.

Classic  Smackdown  Moment:  Steve  Austin  vs.  Booker  T  in  a
grocery store (the Green Frog Grocery Store for you history
geeks).

Damage CTRL jumps Zelina Vega.

We look at Solo Sikoa crushing John Cena at Crown Jewel.

Here is the Bloodline (minus Roman Reigns of course) in the
ring, with Paul Heyman honoring Sikoa for beating Cena at
Crown Jewel. We get the tease of Cena showing up but naturally
he’s not here tonight. Cena will never appear in a WWE ring
again and Heyman gives him an official goodbye. Heyman counts
down to Cena’s run in but there’s no Cena, because you’ll



never experience that again and it’s all because of Sikoa. If
Cena ever does come back, he has to go after Sikoa, because
that’s who Cena is, but now he can’t speak.

Cue LA Knight (scheduled to face Jimmy Uso) to interrupt,
saying  the  Bloodline  is  the  only  reason  Reigns  is  still
champion. That’s a problem and Knight is a problem solver.
Knight is going to take out each member of the Bloodline until
it’s just him and Reigns. We get a mocking of Heyman mocking
Cena’s theme song before Knight promises to take Uso out.

Carlito vs. Santos Escobar is set for Survivor Series.

Out of options, Charlotte reluctantly agrees to make the phone
call to….someone.

LA Knight vs. Jimmy Uso

Heyman gets a phone call and walks out with Sikoa, leaving
this one on one. We start with the stomping in the corner
until Knight is right back with a hard shot for two. Back up
and Jimmy grabs a Samoan drop for a breather but Knight sends
him outside. There’s the running dropkick through the ropes
and Jimmy gets rammed into the announcers’ table over and
over. Jimmy is sent over that table so we take a beak and come
back with Knight avoiding a running Umaga attack. Knight grabs
a DDT and a belly to back faceplant gets the same. BFT is
broken up but the second attempt finishes Jimmy at 9:20.

Rating: B-. Knight loses big match, Knight comes back with
some wins to regain momentum. This is wrestling 201 or so and
it still works to this day. Knight very well could get a
rematch with Reigns at the Royal Rumble to wrap up his story
with them, though I’m not sure how you get out of that without
Knight getting pinned again in a big moment. For now though,
he’s doing well and keeping his momentum, with the back to
back wins helping a lot.

Post match cue Solo Sikoa, with Jimmy knocking Knight to the



floor. The Samoan Spike drops Knight…and Cody Rhodes runs in
for the save. That’s interesting, as Knight could be brought
in to even out Drew McIntyre, or it could be a red herring.

Charlotte made the phone call but she’s not sure if the fourth
woman will be here in time.

Here’s what’s coming next week.

Here are Bianca Belair, Charlotte and Shotzi to announce their
fourth  team  member.  First,  they  officially  accept  the
challenge but Charlotte talks about knowing what it means to
turn on a best friend. There is a thin line between love and
hate but if she’s going to war, there is only one person she
wants by her side.

Cue Damage CTRL to interrupt before the announcement and say
the three of them aren’t making it to WarGames. The fight
is….well hang on as here is Becky Lynch as the fourth woman.
NOW the fight is on and Charlotte goes up for the moonsault,
which misses more wrestlers than Becky missed on Jeopardy.
Cole even gets in a Jeopardy reference as Damage CTRL is in
trouble to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. This was the Smackdown (or any wrestling
show) that I like: they covered a bunch of things and had some
good enough action at the same time. The focuses were on
setting  up  the  women’s  WarGames  match,  plus  LA  Knight’s
continuing issues with the Bloodline. Throw in a Tag Team
Title  match  being  set  up  for  next  week,  plus  the  Santos
Escobar/LWO stuff and this was a good show as WWE is rolling
on the way to Survivor Series.

Results
Street  Profits  b.  Brawling  Brutes  and  Pretty  Deadly  –
Revelation  to  Holland
Dragon Lee b. Axiom – Operation Dragon
Grayson Waller b. Cameron Grimes – Dingo Driver
LA Knight b. Jimmy Uso – BFT
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Daily News Update – November
17, 2023
Make sure you check out some recent reviews:

Dynamite – November 15, 2023

Survivor Series 2011 (2012 Redo)

Survivor Series 2012 (2023 Redo)

Impact Wrestling – November 16, 2023

 

In  Advance:  FULL  NXT  TV  Taping  Results  For  November  21
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(SPOILERS).

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/advance-full-nxt-tv-tapi
ng-results-november-21-spoilers/

WATCH: Rhea Ripley Teases Jey Uso Following Monday Night Raw.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-rhea-ripley-teases
-jey-uso-following-monday-night-raw/

WATCH: Funny Blooper Takes Place During Backstage Segment This
Week On Monday Night Raw.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-funny-blooper-take
s-place-backstage-segment-week-monday-night-raw/

Long Form: Backstage Details On Drew McIntyre’s Heel Turn On
Monday Night Raw.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/long-form-backstage-deta
ils-drew-mcintyres-heel-turn-monday-night-raw/

Down Again: Injury Update On Missing Former AEW Champion.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/injury-update-missing-fo
rmer-aew-champion/

He’s In: AEW Officially Signs Another Former World Champion.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/hes-aew-officially-signs
-another-former-world-champion/

In Advance: Details On WWE’s Plans Involving Rey Mysterio’s
Injury And Santos Escobar.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/advance-details-wwes-pla
ns-involving-rey-mysterios-injury-santos-escobar/

She Earned It: WWE Superstar Receiving Backstage Praise For
Recent Work.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/earned-wwe-superstar-rec
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eiving-backstage-praise-recent-work/

Who  Isn’t  It:  Several  Details  On  AEW’s  Devil  And  Masked
Attackers.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/isnt-several-details-aew
s-devil-masked-attackers/

Not So Good: Becky Lynch Makes More History, But Not The
Positive Kind.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/not-good-becky-lynch-mak
es-history-not-positive-kind/

Around The World: WWE Announces New Premium Live Event, First
Time Ever International Location.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/around-world-wwe-announc
es-new-premium-live-event-first-time-ever-international-
location/

You Can See Him: John Cena Lands His Own Talk Show.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/can-see-john-cena-lands-
talk-show/

Next One Up? Gunther Says He Has Outgrown The Intercontinental
Title.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/next-one-gunther-says-ou
tgrown-intercontinental-title/

WATCH: Hangman Page Invades Independent Show, Attacks Swerve
Strickland.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-hangman-page-invad
es-independent-show-attacks-swerve-strickland/
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As always, hit up the comments section to chat
about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
Rumors Facebook page and follow us on Twitter
(featuring news stories written by ME).

Impact  Wrestling  –  November
16,  2023:  They  Can  Do  The
Classics
Impact Wrestling
Date: November 16, 2023
Location: Cicero Stadium, Cicero, Illinois
Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

Things got more interesting last week as we are on the slow
road towards Hard To Kill and the return of TNA. Last week saw
a heck of a main event as Alex Shelley successfully defended
the World Title against Jonathan Gresham. He’ll probably need
a new challenger before he faces Moose in January though and
we might find out who that is tonight. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

Tag Team Titles: Kenny King/Sheldon Jean vs. ABC

ABC is defending. King and Austin start things off with the
latter working on a hammerlock. Austin gets taken down for a
headlock on the mat but is right back up with a headlock
takeover of his own. The champs take King into the corner for
some kicks to the head but Jean pulls Bey to the floor. A
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posting has Bey in more trouble and the beating continues back
inside.

Bey avoids a charge though and it’s back to Austin to pick up
the pace. A springboard spinning kick to the face gives Austin
two on King but Jean is there to break up the 1-2-Sweet.
Instead King grabs a tiger driver for two as everything breaks
down. Jean’s pop up neckbreaker gets two on Bey, who is right
back with a running flip dive onto King. The 1-2 Sweet retains
the titles at 7:23.

Rating: C+. This was nice while it lasted but it didn’t last
that long. There is only so much that you can get out of a
match with just over seven minutes, even if ABC is as good as
they are. King and Jean are a nice combination as well, but
they were little more than a quick challenger of the week on
the way to the champs’ next serious competition.

MK  Ultra  control  the  Knockouts  division  and  are  here  to
reshape your reality.

Moose vs. Heath

Brian Myers is here with Moose. They slug it out to start
until Heath rolls him up for two. That’s enough for Moose to
bail to the floor and Heath sends him into various objects.
Back in and Moose sends him hard over the top for a crash,
followed by some choking inside. Heath manages to hurricanrana
his way out of a powerbomb attempt though and Moose is outside
again.

There’s a dive to take him down and a leg lariat connects for
Heath  back  inside.  A  powerslam  gives  Heath  two  but  Myers
offers a distraction, allowing Moose to hit the release Rock
Bottom.  Another  one  is  countered  but  Myers  throws  the
briefcase in and blocks the Wake Up Call. Moose spears Heath
down for the pin at 5:56.

Rating:  C+.  That  makes  two  matches  that  could  have  been



something but then wound up getting off too soon. About six
minutes is hardly enough time to get anywhere and that was on
display here. I still like a lot of what Heath has been doing
lately by playing it more straight and that could take him
somewhere, wherever that may be.

Post match the beatdown is on until Rhino makes the save.

Post break Moose and Myers accuse Rhino of being jealous.
Therefore, Moose vs. Rhino at Final Resolution.

Rascalz vs. Laredo Kid/Black Taurus/Juventud Guerrera

Lucha Rules with Konnan on commentary. Kid and Miguel get
things  going  with  the  former  snapping  off  a  running
hurricanrana. Taurus comes in for a superkick but the Rascalz
take it to the floor. Back in and a double elbow drops Kid for
two, followed by the choking on the ropes. Miguel hits Three
Amigos for two, leaving commentary to wonder if that was a
tribute to Eddie Guerrero or not.

Juventud dropkicks Miguel and Kid knocks him down for two
more. A distraction lets the Rascalz snap Kid’s throat across
the middle rope as the villains take over. Kid manages a
sunset bomb to Miguel and Juventud gets the tag for a high
crossbody. One heck of a clothesline hits Miguel (the other
Rascalz are allowed to do something if they’re interested) and
Taurus adds a pop up Samoan drop.

The 450 is broken up though and Kid gets catapulted into a
superkick. A triple dropkick gets two on Kid with Guerrera
making the save. Reed is back up with his running jumping
cutter over the top to the floor (that always looks good),
followed  by  a  slingshot  Codebreaker  to  Juventud.  Another
cutter hits Taurus but he’s back up with a spear. The spinning
piledriver finishes Reed at 11:54.

Rating: B. This was exactly as advertised and they had a
nearly nonstop match that went about twelve minutes. That’s



not something you see every day and it was quite the showcase.
I’m a bit surprised to see the Rascalz lose though, especially
with Reed taking the fall. He only debuted last week and he’s
already losing here, which isn’t a great first match. Those
cutters looked very good, but then he got pinned a few moments
later so there wasn’t much of an impact.

Steve Maclin/KiLynn King vs. Jordynne Grace/Bully Ray

Ray locks up with Maclin to start before Ray runs him down
without too much trouble. Maclin takes over on the arm and
hands it off to King to stay on said arm. That doesn’t last
long either as Ray takes over on King’s arm and cranks away a
bit as well. Grace comes in to fire off some forearms but King
muscles her into the corner, which isn’t something you see
very often.

That’s shrugged of as well and it’s back to Ray, who goes up
for some reason. That earns him a distraction from Maclin so
King can take Ray down for two. Ray spears Maclin so it’s back
to the women with Grace taking over. A Vader Bomb gives Grace
two  and  King  accidentally  kicks  Maclin  in  the  face  as
everything breaks down. The Juggernaut Driver finishes King at
6:50.

Rating: B-. I’m not sure why but this feud is kind of working
for me. Ray is still bouncing back and forth between good and
bad but he’s making it work well enough. It’s also nice to see
King move into something more prominent as she’s good enough
to hang in the role. At the same time, Maclin shifting into
this kind of a role rather than in the main event suits him
better, making this an oddly interesting story.

Post match Ray teases hitting Grace with the Call Your Shot
gauntlet trophy but hands it over. Ray even shows respect,
much to commentary’s shock.

Trinity vs. Sonny Kiss



Non-title. Feeling out process to start as they flip around to
escape wristlocks. Neither can grab a hurricanrana or hit a
dropkick, meaning it’s time for some dancing. They take turns
with the wiggling in the other’s face before Trinity hits a
high  crossbody  for  two.  Kiss  is  back  with  a  spinning
wheelbarrow slam for two, followed by a standing moonsault for
the same. There’s a handspring elbow in the corner as the fans
are split.

Trinity is back up with a springboard spinning kick to the
face, followed by the splits splash for two more. The split
legged moonsault gives Trinity two more and some frustration
is setting in. Kiss is back up and puts Trinity on the middle
rope for a running flip kick to the ribs (that looked good).
Not that it matters though as Trinity is back up with a Bubba
Bomb for the pin at 8:02.

Rating: C+. This was a way to get Kiss into a singles match
and it worked well here, as the athleticism was certainly on
display. That being said, with the Trinity vs. Jordynne Grace
match all set for Hard To Kill, it’s hard to imagine Trinity
losing a match on the way there. Good stuff here, even with a
not so shocking ending.

The Motor City Machine Guns are ready for Josh Alexander/Zack
Sabre Jr. at Final Resolution.

Will Ospreay vs. Josh Alexander

Ospreay’s IWGP UK (or United States) Title isn’t on the line.
Alexander takes him down to start but a hurricanrana sends him
outside. We take a break and come back with Ospreay chopping
away in the corner, only to have Alexander knock him right
back down. The ankle lock goes on before Alexander switches it
over into a quickly broken Sharpshooter. Ospreay is back up
with a running boot to the face and a backbreaker gets two.

It’s too early for the Oscutter so Ospreay sends him face
first  into  the  buckle  instead.  Ospreay’s  hurricanrana  is



countered into a powerbomb backbreaker for two. That’s enough
for Ospreay to roll outside and there’s the running crossbody
to the back to put him on the floor. Back in and Alexander
whips him into the corner a few times as Ospreay’s back is
getting banged up.

We hit the chinlock but Ospreay bites the hands for a rather
creative escape. Ospreay hits a handspring kick to the head
and there’s a springboard forearm for two. Some chops in the
corner just fire Alexander up and a spinning torture rack slam
puts Ospreay down again. A super Regal Roll gives Alexander
two more but Ospreay is right back with a sitout powerbomb.

The  Cheeky  Nandos  Kick  rocks  Alexander  again  but  Ospreay
misses a corkscrew moonsault and bangs up his leg. Alexander
is right back with the ankle lock and neither of Ospreay’s
escapes last very long. Ospreay makes the rope for the real
escape and a small package gets two. Now the Oscutter can
connect for two but the leg gives out on the Hidden Blade.
They  bang  their  heads  together  and  trade  forearms  until
Alexander grabs Rolling Chaos Theory for two.

The ankle lock goes on again and Ospreay gets out again,
setting up a Spanish Fly for another near fall. Ospreay hits
another Oscutter and tries the Stormbreaker, which is reversed
into a piledriver to give Alexander another near fall. The
Hidden Blade and Storm Driver 93 give Ospreay two each so
another Hidden Blade into the Stormbreaker finishes Alexander
at 25:04.

Rating: A-. This was what you would have expected from these
two and then some as they had a heck of a match. What mattered
here was having Ospreay in an Impact ring and get in a big
showcase match, which is why you put Alexander in there with
him. It’s a little strange to see Alexander take another fall
so soon after the Bound For Glory loss but at least it came in
a great one. Outstanding match here and one of the best Impact
has had in a long time.



Overall Rating: B. The show took some time to get going but
eventually things got rolling and the great main event capped
it off. It was a rather good show and makes me want to see
more Impact, though I’m still scared to see what might happen
when it’s TNA again. Anyway, I can certainly take an awesome
main event and a slate of good matches up and down the card
otherwise. Good show, as tends to be the case when Impact is
feeling things.

Results
ABC b. Kenny King/Sheldon Jean – 1-2-3 Sweet to Jean
Moose b. Heath – Spear
Black  Taurus/Laredo  Kid/Juventud  Guerrera  b.  Rascalz  –
Spinning piledriver to Reed
Bully  Ray/Jordynne  Grace  b.  Steve  Maclin/KiLynn  King  –
Juggernaut Driver to King
Trinity b. Sonny Kiss – Bubba Bomb
Will Ospreay b. Josh Alexander – Stormbreaker
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The  Best  Title  Defenses  of
Romain  Reigns’  Record-
Breaking Title Reign
There can be no denying that Roman Reigns’ 1,166+ day reign as
the Undisputed WWE Universal Champion has been nothing short
of epic. It may very well be the greatest title reign in
professional wrestling history. Yes, Hulk Hogan had one, and
Bruno Sammartino had two reigns longer than the one the Tribal
Chief is currently in the midst of. But as a certain Voice of
the Voiceless once said, “Wrestling at Madison Square Garden
once a month is easy.”

Indeed,  you  never  saw  Hulk  Hogan  go  one-on-one  with  a
superstar like Brock Lesnar in a Last Man Standing match. But
Reigns has done exactly that and more since dethroning the
late Bray Wyatt in a triple-threat match back at Payback in
August 2020. Back then, Donald Trump was still president of
the United States, WWE events were still taking place behind
closed doors and the UEFA Euro 2020 football tournament had
been postponed until the summer of 2021.

Indeed the world was a much different place back then. But one
thing that has remained constant to this day is Roman Reigns.
He  remains  the  Universal  Champion  and  he  added  the  WWE
Championship to his collection at last year’s WrestleMania
when he defeated Brock Lesnar in a winner-take-all unification
matchup.

But what have been the best title defenses throughout this
scintillating 3+ year reign? Let’s take a look.

Roman  Reigns  def.  Brock  Lesnar  –
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SummerSlam 2022
Roman Reigns and Brock Lesnar had met countless times before.
One of them far surpassed expectations – namely their first-
ever encounter in the main event of WrestleMania 31. The rest
had been duds, to say the least.

Lesnar has been no stranger to being the betting underdog. He
was made a +230 underdog by a popular UFC MMA sportsbook for
his clash against Mark Hunt at UFC 200. He was once again the
underdog on this night, but when he brought a forklift – yes,
you read that right – to the ring for this Last Man Standing
match, it gave fans the opportunity to forget that the former
UFC Heavyweight Champion was almost certainly losing at the
end of the night.

The  Beast  Incarnate  battered  the  Undisputed  Champion  from
pillar to post. He smashed him with suplexes, chairs, stars,
F5s and just about anything else he could get his hands on
inside Nashville’s Nissan Stadium. But he was unable to put
Reigns down for the count of 10.

With all the chaos ensuing, both the fans in attendance and
those at home had almost forgotten the no-disqualification
rules. Naturally, interference from Reigns’ Bloodline possie
should have been expected, and it duly arrived. The Usos were
flattened by Lesnar, as was Paul Heyman and strangely Austin
Theory.

But  that  gave  Reigns  the  distraction  he  needed  and  he
proceeded to Spear his challenger through a barricade. Then,
repeated title shots to the skull were enough to get the job
done, and Reigns’ reign of terror had no end in sight. 18
months on, it still doesn’t.
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Roman  Reigns  def.  Cody  Rhodes  –
WrestleMania 39
The  stars  had  aligned,  hadn’t  they?  The  prodigal  son  had
returned home, won the Royal Rumble match, and embarked on a
mission  to  finish  his  story—the  story  of  winning  the  WWE
Championship, the one title that his legendary father had
never won. The fans certainly seemed to think the reign of
terror was over, as did the experts, as did the bookmakers.
When Cody Rhodes made his way to the ring to main event his
first-ever WrestleMania at the awe-inspiring SoFi Stadium in
Los Angeles, he would surely be ending the night as the new
Undisputed WWE Universal Champion. Wouldn’t he?

Well, unfortunately for the American Nightmare, no he would
not. With a 1,000-day title reign on the horizon, Triple H and
the powers that be within the writing room decided that the
Head of the Table’s title reign was simply raking in too much
cash and ultimately opted not to pull the trigger on crowning
a new champion. Whether that decision was the right one or not
differs depending on who you ask. However, one thing that
isn’t up for debate is the fact that the match itself was the
greatest  of  Roman’s  title  reign  and  one  of  the  greatest
WrestleMania main events of all time.

The 83,000 fans in attendance were all certain that the night
would end with a new champion and that added an interesting
subplot to the contest. Throughout the reign, it was rare for
fans  to  actually  believe  that  Reigns  may  well  lose.  That
wasn’t the case on this night, but the writing was on the
wall.

Interference from the Usos and Solo Sikoa couldn’t keep the
challenger down. Interference from Sami Zayn and Kevin Owens
couldn’t  keep  the  champ  down.  Something  had  to  give.
Unfortunately  for  Rhodes,  one  final  distraction  from  Paul
Heyman, a Samoan Spike from Solo, and a second devastating



Spear  was  enough  for  the  1,  2,  3.  The  fans  at  SoFi’s
collective  jaws  dropped  but  once  more,  Roman  Reigns  had
successfully retained his championship. And he had done so
following one of the few matches that actually lived up to
expectations.

Dynamite – November 15, 2023:
Don’t Rock The Boat
Dynamite
Date: November 15, 2023
Location: Toyota Arena, Ontario, California
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Taz

It’s the final Dynamite before Full Gear and the pay per view
seems to be all set up. Therefore this week is likely going to
be the big final push towards the matches that are already
set, as it should be. At the same time, we have a huge street
fight, which is sponsored by a video game. Let’s get to it.

Here is Collision if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

We open with a recap of the beatdown on the Acclaimed and
Billy Gunn, with Samoa Joe popping in to say MJF is running
out of friends.

Jon Moxley/Wheeler Yuta vs. Orange Cassidy/Hook

Moxley and Yuta do their entrance through the crowd so Cassidy
and Hook jump them out there to start fast. The fights split
off with Yuta and Hook going to the ring to officially start.
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Hook throws Yuta a few times but Yuta gets in a few shots to
take over. With Cassidy down on the floor, Moxley comes in
with a release suplex but has to escape Redrum. Cassidy offers
a distraction though and Hook grabs a suplex, allowing the tag
to Cassidy. Kicking abounds but Moxley pulls him into the
corner as we take a break.

Back with Cassidy still in trouble and Moxley mocking the lazy
kicks. Cassidy tells him to bring it and hits a dropkick,
meaning it’s back to Hook vs. Yuta for the slugout. A double
clothesline  puts  them  both  down  but  Moxley  pulls  Cassidy
outside. The brawl is on with Cassidy getting the better of
things but Moxley is back in to go after Hook. Cassidy is in
as well…and the Orange Punch has no effect on Moxley. Redrum
works a bit better for Hook but Yuta gets in a cheap shot. The
Death Rider into Yuta’s seatbelt finishes Hook at 11:27.

Rating: B-. Good, hard hitting brawl here with the Orange
Punch failing Cassidy for the first time. That should set up
the story for the title match on Saturday, though I’m not sure
I can imagine Cassidy losing again. For now though, this was a
nice opener, and Yuta could get an FTW Title shot as a result.

Post match Moxley promises to take Cassidy’s title on Saturday
and Cassidy looks worried.

Here are Hangman Page and Swerve Strickland (with Prince Nana)
for  a  face  to  face  showdown,  but  if  they  touch,  they’re
suspended for the rest of the year and Saturday’s match is
off. Swerve is asked about breaking into Page’s house but Page
cuts emcee Schiavone off and calls Swerve dumber than the day
he got fired. It’s why Swerve’s fiance left him and his kids
won’t talk to him.

If he wasn’t so dumb, he would get that Nana was using him and
makes his living off of Swerve’s back. Then that night, Nana
uses that money to buy weed from some high school kid. Page
threatens to beat Nana up and steal his weed, which gets a



rather amusing “NO YOU’RE NOT” from Nana.

Page  calls  Swerve  a  child,  and  like  the  children  he  has
taught, Page is going to teach Swerve a lesson. He threatens
to send Swerve to his house at the bottom of h***. For tonight
though, Swerve and Page can’t touch, but there’s no rule about
Nana. Page decks Nana, as well as some of the security who
come in to break it up. Swerve never actually talked. This was
a VERY fired up promo from Page, who continues to be at his
best when he’s serious and ticked off.

Roderick Strong and the Kingdom call Adam Cole and insist that
MJF is the Devil. Cole thinks Strong might be and hangs up.

Red Velvet vs. Skye Blue

The winner is in the TBS Title match on Saturday. They grapple
off to start with neither being able to get very far. Velvet
blocks an armdrag and pulls her down for two. Blue is sent
outside but cuts off a dive and hits a DDT onto the apron as
we take a break. Back with Velvet countering a powerbomb into
a hurricanrana to set off a pinfall reversal sequence.

Velvet hits a wheelbarrow bulldog for two but the spinning
kick misses. Code Blue misses as well but Skyfall gives Blue
two. Velvet counters a running knee into a powerbomb for two
and they trade superkicks. Blue gets in another shot though
and Code Blue is good for the pin at 10:32.

Rating: C+. That’s the only way this should have gone, as Blue
has been in and around the title picture for a few months now
while Velvet has only been back for a week after a nine month
layoff.  While  Velvet  has  looked  solid  in  her  return,  she
shouldn’t be winning here and AEW got that. They did have a
nice match though and that is a good sign for the future.

Miro is mad at Daniel Garcia for trying to work for CJ Perry.
Destruction is promised.



Mariah May goes to the dressing room of “Not Toni Storm” and
goes inside, where everything goes black and white. May is a
huge fan but Storm gets annoyed and throws her out. Storm
wants a tune up match for Rampage.

Samoa Joe vs. Jon Cruz

Joe knocks him into the corner to start and hits the enziguri.
Cruz misses a dive off the top (with Joe walking away of
course), setting up the Koquina Clutch for the tap at 1:33.

Post match Joe offers his friendship to MJF again, but reminds
MJF that he is inevitable.

We get the announcement of the Continental Classic with Bryan
Danielson as the first entrant.

Penta El Zero Miedo/Komander vs. Young Bucks

Nick and Komander start things off with Komander snapping off
an armdrag and hitting a quick dropkick. Everything breaks
down and they all miss a shot of their own until the Bucks
superkick  them  to  the  floor.  Back  in  and  Penta  hits  a
superkick  to  Matt  in  the  corner  but  the  Bucks  hit  the
slingshot  X  Factor  to  Komander.

We take a break and come back with Komander fighting out of
the corner and hitting a springboard hurricanrana to Matt.
Penta comes back in for the slingshot dive onto the Bucks,
followed by the Sling Blades. Made In Japan hits Matt but he’s
back up with the rolling northern lights suplexes.

The Meltzer Driver is broken up and a Fear Factor on the apron
knocks Nick silly. Komander hurricanranas Matt for two but
Nick is back in…so there’s a rope walk Canadian Destroyer to
drop him again. Matt is up for the slugout with Penta until
Nick is back in for a distraction. Some low blows cut Penta
and  Komander  off,  setting  up  the  BTE  Trigger  to  finish
Komander at 11:57.



Rating: B-. It’s nice to see the Bucks embracing the heel turn
as there is little reason for them not to be. I’m not sure who
would look at them and think they were anything but villains
and  it’s  good  to  have  it  happen  again.  They  had  another
entertaining match here and that’s good to see, especially
with the Bucks ready for a big match at Full Gear.

Post  break  the  Bucks  say  they  don’t  care  about  cheating
anymore when Kenny Omega comes in. The Bucks aren’t mad at
Omega, but rather Chris Jericho. Cue Jericho and the brawl is
on.

Gunns vs. Pete Avalon/???

3:10 to Yuma finishes at 33 seconds.

Post match the Gunns say that was 2-2, so imagine what it’s
like when they’re 2-1 against MJF.

Video on Wardlow, who is ready to wreck MJF. Wardlow accuses
MJF of being the Devil, who pops up at the end.

Don  Callis  Family/Brian  Cage  vs.  Chris  Jericho/Kenny
Omega/Kota  Ibushi/Paul  Wight

Street fight and sponsored by a video game so we have some
themed gear/objects (I don’t play the game so I’m not going to
pretend to know what any of it is). The brawl is on in the
aisle,  with  Wight  brawling  with  Hobbs  and  chokeslamming
Fletcher off the ramp. That leaves Omega and Ibushi to take
over in the ring, setting up the moonsaults out to the floor.
We cut to the back where Wight is beating up Hobbs near a car
and then back to ringside where the good guys are cleaning
house.

Cage manages to send Jericho through a table…but Ibushi rides
down the ramp on a bicycle and decks people with a pipe. Cage
breaks that up with a nasty clothesline and we cut to Hobbs
dropping Wight onto the hood of a car. Takeshita brainbusters



Ibushi onto the bicycle and we take a break.

Back  with  the  villains  setting  up  tables  at  ringside  as
Fletcher is back in. Omega gets suplexed onto a pallet for two
as we get very brief flashes of Jericho and Takeshita fighting
in the back. Omega grabs a bottle but gets it knocked away so
Cage can hit a clothesline. In the back, Takeshita dives into
a fire extinguisher blast from Jericho.

Omega and Ibushi load up the double knee but Hobbs is back in
to run then over. Cage apron superplexes Omega through the
tables at ringside and we take a break. Back with Fletcher
taking over and hitting a jumping Tombstone to Ibushi off the
apron through a table onto chairs. If Ibushi is up again
during this match….well I won’t be a bit surprised, but he
shouldn’t be.

Back in and Jericho and Omega beat up Hobbs before taping him
to the ropes. They even tape up his mouth and it’s time to use
a variety of weapons on him. Cage is back in to clean house
but Omega hits him with a V Trigger. The One Winged Angel
finally finishes Cage at 21:01.

Rating: B. This was a wild brawl but the cuts to the back were
holding it down, as they were so fast that they were more
distracting than anything else. This match was begging for a
split screen, which would have solved the problem immediately.
Other than that though, they did their street fighting well
here and if AEW got a nice check for the sponsorship, good for
them.

For those of you keeping track: Ibushi was back on his feet
three minutes and thirty nine seconds after being Tombstoned
off the apron through a table and onto steel chairs.

Here is MJF for the grand finale. After last week’s attack, it
has become clear to him that he is never going to be able to
outrun his past. He is sorry to the Acclaimed for getting
caught in the crossfire that is his life and he hopes they get



better. All he ever wanted to be was World Champion and now
that is what he has done.

Now he looks down from the top of the mountain and sees people
coming for him. He’s afraid he’ll let the people down like he
did to Adam Cole and the Acclaimed, which gives us a HE’S OUR
SCUMBAG chant. He’s on top of the mountain, but you’re going
to have to send an army to bring him down (MJF’s nostril is
flaring as he talks).

MJF promises to ind out who stole his Devil mask….and here is
Jay White to interrupt. White knows that MJF knows that his
days as champ are numbered. White has two words for MJF: “Get
him.” Cue Bullet Club Gold to beat MJF down, including the
Blade Runner for a Club counted three…as Samoa Joe is watching
in the back to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. Pretty good show here, as they didn’t rock
the boat too much on the way to Full Gear. That’s the biggest
worry of a show like this and they managed to make it work
out. The street fight and the main event interview were the
big focal points and they did well enough. The rest of the
show wasn’t anything noteworthy, but they got the important
parts right and the show could have been much worse.

Results
Jon Moxley/Wheeler Yuta b. Orange Cassidy/Hook – Seatbelt to
Hook
Skye Blue b. Red Velvet – Code Blue
Samoa Joe b. Jon Cruz – Koquina Clutch
Young Bucks b. Penta El Zero Miedo/Komander – BTE Trigger to
Komander
Gunns b. Peter Avalon/??? – 3:10 To Yuma
Kenny Omega/Paul Wight/Chris Jericho/Kota Ibushi b. Don Callis
Family/Brian Cage – One Winged Angel to Cage
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Daily News Update – November
15, 2023
Make sure you check out a recent review:

NXT – November 14, 2023

 

Welcome Back: Missing WWE Superstar Reveals Injury Amid Three
Month Television Absence.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/welcome-back-missing-wwe
-superstar-reveals-injury-amid-three-month-absence/

RUMOR KILLER On WWE’s Plans For Randy Orton Return.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/rumor-killer-wwes-plans-
randy-orton-return/

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/11/15/daily-news-update-november-15-2023/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/11/15/daily-news-update-november-15-2023/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/11/14/nxt-november-14-2023-efficient-but-lacking/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/welcome-back-missing-wwe-superstar-reveals-injury-amid-three-month-absence/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/welcome-back-missing-wwe-superstar-reveals-injury-amid-three-month-absence/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/rumor-killer-wwes-plans-randy-orton-return/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/rumor-killer-wwes-plans-randy-orton-return/


It Worked Before: AEW Reportedly Running Storyline Based On
Classic Hollywood Film.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/worked-aew-reportedly-ru
nning-storyline-based-classic-hollywood-film/

The Good List: WWE Reveals Interesting Top Ten List For 2023.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/good-list-wwe-reveals-in
teresting-top-ten-list-2023/

Get  Well  Soon:  Rey  Mysterio  Out  Of  Action  Following  Knee
Surgery, Details On Recovery.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/get-well-soon-rey-myster
io-action-following-knee-surgery-details-recovery/

Right  Back:  Title  Change  Takes  Place  On  NXT  Amid  Ongoing
Scandal.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/right-back-title-change-
takes-place-nxt-amid-ongoing-scandal/

No More? WWE Seems To Ignore Hall Of Famer On Monday Night
Raw.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/no-wwe-seems-ignore-hall
-famer-monday-night-raw/

 

 

As always, hit up the comments section to chat
about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
Rumors Facebook page and follow us on Twitter
(featuring news stories written by ME).
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NXT  –  November  14,  2023:
Efficient, But Lacking
NXT
Date November 14, 2023
Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Booker T., Vic Joseph

We’re  getting  closer  to  Deadline  and  that  means  we  have
another week of Iron Survivor Challenge Qualifying matches. In
this case, Lita has chosen the matches which should make for
some good showdowns. Other than that, Chase U is defending the
Tag Team Titles against the D’Angelo Family again so let’s get
to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Chase U arrives with Andre Chase acknowledging the scandal
involving the school (with details we still don’t know). He is
cooperating fully, but they have a title match.

Tag Team Titles: Chase U vs. Tony D’Angelo/Stacks

Chase U, with Jacy Jayne and Thea Hail is defending but the
student section isn’t happy and Chase looks a bit disheveled.
Stacks works on Chase’s arm to start until Chase rolls him up
for two. Stacks’ rollup is countered into a cradle to give
Chase two more as commentary talks about the student section
not being interested. Hudson comes in and hammers away on
D’Angelo before it’s back to Chase. Everything breaks down and
the champs are sent outside for a big lip dive from Stacks as
we take a break.

Back with Hudson hitting the release Rock Bottom out of the
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corner as we see some of the student section walking out. The
fans chant WALK OUT as Chase comes back in to pick up the
pace. Chase suplexes Stacks into D’Angelo in the corner and a
high crossbody gets two. A middle rope elbow into a German
suplex gives Stacks two more as more students walk out.

Everything breaks down again and Hudson gets sent knees first
into the steps. A PowerPlex hits Chase, with Hudson diving
back in for the save. Chase hits the Russian legsweep into the
Spelling Stomps but the fans chant WALK OUT instead. That
leaves D’Angelo to come back in for Bada Bing Bada Boom to get
the titles back at 13:54.

Rating: B-. The match had good action, but the focus was more
on the fans than anything else. I’m not wild on seeing Chase U
go from chasing the big win for the better part of ever to
losing the titles back three weeks later over what feels like
it could be a rather dumb angle. The fans wanted to buy into
Chase U and they got over despite how ridiculous the story
was, but now it’s going in a completely different direction
just a few weeks into their success? It’s still early in this
part of the story, but I’m not feeling this so far.

Lita has picked her Iron Survivor Challenge qualifying matches
for tonight: Roxanne Perez vs. Lash Legend and Trick Williams
vs. Joe Coffey.

Dominik Mysterio runs into Baron Corbin in the back. They seem
to get along with each other and like the idea of getting rid
of Wes Lee.

It’s time for Supernova Sessions with the Alpha Academy as the
guests and the rest of the Meta Four here as well. They talk
about the Heritage Cup, with Chad Gable saying Noam Dar is
lucky to still have it. Tozawa blames the loss on Meta Four
but Lash Legend doesn’t want to hear it. Otis hits on Lash but
Dar shuts that down as fast as possible. Dar is flustered and
brags about his greatness, but Gable announces himself as the



next Heritage Cup challenger.

Women’s  Iron  Survivor  Qualifying  Match:  Lash  Legend  vs.
Roxanne Perez

Meta Four is here too. Legend powers her down to start and
Perez slugs away, setting up an armdrag out to the floor. Meta
Four  offers  a  distraction  though  and  that’s  good  for  an
ejection. Perez’s right hands are countered into an over the
shoulder backbreaker. Legend drives it into the corner but
gets  sent  outside  for  a  slingshot  dive.  Back  in  and  a
faceplant  gives  Perez  two  but  cue  Jakara  Jackson.  The
distraction lets Kiana James come in to grab Perez so Legend
can hit a pump kick. A chokebomb finishes for Legend at 5:05.

Rating: C. As usual, Legend does not feel like she is ready
for  this  level  but  she’s  tall  and  loud  so  she  gets  on
television a lot. While I can’t imagine she gets the title
shot, it means she’s going to get to talk more and that has
rarely  proven  to  be  a  good  thing.  Perez  vs.  James  is
apparently  continuing  despite  Perez  winning  at  Halloween
Havoc, though James qualifying for the Iron Survivor Challenge
might not be a sure thing.

A bunch of tag teams argue over who should get a title shot.
Stacks and Tony D’Angelo come in to say it’s a celebration
next week.

Xia Li has invited Lyra Valkyria to a Warrior Tea ceremony and
yes she’s in. Given that we were told about this on Raw, it’s
not the biggest surprise.

We go to the tea ceremony where Valkyria has to put the title
on the table. Li talks about the meaning of a deep bow and how
the  tea  leaves  will  tell  what  is  coming.  Valkyria  isn’t
impressed so Li will have to fight next week. That’s fine with
Valkyria, who says may the strongest person win next week.
Valkyria bows before leaving.



Carmelo Hayes, with Trick Williams, again says he isn’t the
attacker and it’s all behind them. Hayes will be at ringside
to deal with Gallus tonight.

Kiana James comes into the women’s locker room to give this
big speech about how impressive she is. This turns into Gigi
Dolin getting annoyed at Arianna grace and setting up a match
between the two.

Bron Breakker doesn’t feel bad about what happened to Von
Wagner but Dijak comes in to say Breakker can’t break him.
Breakker tells him to stay out of his way or he will be
begging for retribution. Burn?

Men’s Iron Survivor Qualifying Match: Joe Coffey vs. Trick
Williams

Carmelo Hayes and Gallus are here too. They fight over a test
of strength to start but neither can get very far. Back up and
Trick jumps over him in the corner, setting up a slam to take
over. A pop up uppercut sends Coffey outside and they’re right
back in with Coffey grabbing an armbar. Williams fights up but
gets clotheslined to the floor as we take a break.

Back with Coffey hitting a backbreaker but Williams scores
with  a  jumping  neckbreaker.  They  slug  it  out  with  Coffey
getting the better of things and grabbing another armbar.
That’s  broken  up  as  well  and  Williams  hits  a  running
clothesline into a Rock Bottom for two. Hayes cuts off a
Gallus distraction but Williams is sent outside and taken out
by a dive. Back in and Coffey gets two off a German suplex.
Not that it matters as Williams is right back with a flash
knee for the pin at 11:56.

Rating: B-. Coffey can be a useful mammal in a situation like
this as he has enough of a reputation to put someone like Lee
over. What matters here though is Williams getting a win, as
he is in the middle of a big story and needs to be in an
important match. For now, Williams and Hayes are ok, but I



can’t imagine that lasts very long.

Wes Lee runs into Ilja Dragunov, who will be watching Lee vs.
Baron Corbin tonight. Dragunov wants Lee to save him a piece,
but Lee has other things on his mind besides getting the NXT
Title.

Lexis King comes up to Baron Corbin, who is impressed by the
attack on Trick Williams. King still won’t say how he did it,
but he wishes Corbin luck.

Brawling Brutes vs. OTM

It’s a brawl to start with a quick standoff on the apron. OTM
takes over on Butch and a rake to the eyes into a clothesline
keeps him in trouble. Butch gets away and brings in Holland to
pick up the pace. Holland’s swinging Rock Bottom gets two but
it’s back to Butch, who is dropped onto Holland in a big
crash. Holland is right back up to take over on Price, setting
up an assisted DDT from Butch for the pin at 5:50.

Rating: C+. That’s how the match should have gone as the
Brutes are the established team. OTM got in a bit of offense
here and looked good enough in defeat. I’m sure their time
will come, but they have some more effort to be built up. For
now though, this is the right way for this match to go and
they had a pretty nice fight.

Joe Gacy is on the roof, looking or water that doesn’t exist.
No one knows who it is and maybe this is where he lets go but
maybe it isn’t.

Gigi Dolin vs. Arianna Grace

Dolin grabs the arm to start before a backslide and small
package get two each. Grace gets in a shot of her own though
and we’re in the chinlock. With that broken up, Dolin hits a
clothesline but get caught in a backslide…with the referee
catching  Grace’s  feet  on  the  ropes.  That’s  enough  of  a



distraction for Dolin to kick her in the head and grab the
abdominal stretch rollup for the pin at 3:47.

Rating: C. Neither of these two are exactly doing much at the
moment but Grace is firmly in the “she’s not great but she’s
annoying enough to feature” mold. That is a common place in
NXT (see also Joe Gacy) and Grace seems to be the latest on
the list. At the same time you have Dolin, who has all kinds
of charisma but needs something more important to do.

We get a narrated video of Von Wagner vs. Bron Breakker.

Mr. Stone invites Wagner to his house for dinner. That’s cool
Wagner, as long as there’s no asparagus.

Eddy Thorpe is back after a recharge and hopes to get a spot
in  an  Iron  Survivor  Challenge  qualifying  match.  Charlie
Dempsey  and  company  come  in,  with  Dempsey  threatening  to
stretch him.

Andre Chase has no comment on the scandal and leaves with Jacy
Jayne to escape a bunch of reporters.

We go over the Iron Survivor Challenge, which is a weird five
way Iron Man match with a penalty box.

Wes Lee vs. Baron Corbin

Lee strikes away to start but Corbin cuts him off with one
right hand. Back up and Lee scores with some kicks to the head
but they head to the floor, where Deep Six puts Lee down. We
take a break and come back with Lee fighting out of a chinlock
as commentary talks about Lexis King.

One heck of a clothesline cuts Lee off and Corbin hammers away
on the mat. Corbin misses a charge into the post though and
Lee strikes away, including a dropkick out to the floor. A 619
around the post sets up a dropkick for two but they trade
kicks  to  the  head  for  a  double  knockdown.  Lee  sends  him
outside  again  and  dives….onto  Dominik  Mysterio.  The



distraction lets Corbin hit End Of Days for the pin at 10:30.

Rating: B-. These two had a nice power vs. speed match going
and the screwy finish lets Corbin get closer to the likely NXT
Title  match  at  Deadline  while  keeping  the  returning  Lee
strong. That’s about all you could do here, as Lee is now
pretty much an established name around here. I could see him
going into the title picture himself sooner than later, but
for now, it’s Corbin’s time.

Post match the beatdown is on until Ilja Dragunov runs in for
the save. Corbin cuts him down with End Of Days and poses, but
Dragunov issues the challenge for the title shot at Deadline.

Overall Rating: C+. The wrestling here wasn’t all that great
but what mattered here was having Deadline getting a nice
boost. We had some Iron Survivor Challenge spots taken up and
the Deadline main event was set as well. The title change
wasn’t quite my thing, though I’m more worried about where the
story might be going. Not a great show, but an efficient
enough one this week.

Results
Tony D’Angelo/Stacks b. Chase U – Bada Bing Bada Boom to Chase
Lash Legend b. Roxanne Perez – Chokebomb
Trick Williams b. Joe Coffey – Flash knee
Brawling Brutes b. OTM – Assisted DDT to Price
Gigi Dolin b. Arianna Grace – Abdominal stretch rollup

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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