
TNA One Night Only – Knockout
Knockdown: The Knockouts Need
A Transfusion
Knockout  Knockdown
Date: September 6, 2013
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Tazz

It’s time for another one of these shows because having four months
between regular PPVs is perfectly fine in TNA. Tonight’s theme is pretty
obvious: it’s all about the girls with a bunch of singles matches and the
winners going into a battle royal to determine who is the best Knockout
EVER. In other words, it’s the same one idea show as the tag team and X-
Division shows. Let’s get to it.

The opening video basically says it’s all about the Knockouts and that’s
it. Oh and it’s produced by Brooke Hogan so she can get her name on
something else.

All of the Knockouts come to the ring to open the show. A lot of these
girls are from OVW or have never appeared in TNA before. They’re here for
a speech from Brooke to make sure we know she exists. She explains the
tournament like it’s a regular tournament despite everything else I can
find saying it’s a battle royal at the end with the winners of the
previous match.

We get a clip from Bound For Glory 2007 where Gail Kim beat Roxxi Leveaux
in the final match of a gauntlet match to become the first champion.

Gail Kim is in the back and lists off her accomplishments and says she’ll
be the winner tonight. Madison Rayne pops in and says it would be awesome
for Gail to become the new Queen of TNA.

Gail Kim vs. Alissa Flash

Flash is more famous as Cheerleader Melissa and Raisha Saed in TNA. Gail
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grabs a headlock to start as Taz complains about being ranked too low in
PWI one year. Now it’s on to the Cauliflower Alley Club as Flash counters
into an arm crank, only to have Gail take her down with relative ease.
Flash comes back with a German suplex to send Gail to the outside for a
breather.

A quick chase scene goes nowhere until Gail sends her into the barricade
to take over. Back in and Gail chokes away before getting two off a
missile dropkick. Off to an Octopus Hold (AJ’s Black Widow, even though
the Octopus Hold is normally the name of a different hold entirely) but
Flash counters into something resembling the Edgecator. Gail gets to the
ropes and manages to kick Flash in the head to escape.

Flash goes nuts for a second and pounds away before taking Gail down with
a Samoan drop. Some clotheslines put Gail down and Flash hits some rapid
fire punches in the corner. Something like a curb stomp gets two and a
missile dropkick gets the same for Alissa. A dragon screw leg whip puts
Gail down but Alissa walks into Eat Defeat out of nowhere for the pin.

Rating: C+. The abrupt ending aside, this was a nice match. As annoying
as Gail has become due to always being on Impact, she can go in the ring
when she has someone to work with. Flash was solid out there as well
which shouldn’t surprise anyone who has seen her indy stuff. Good stuff
here but I have a feeling it’s downhill from this point on.

Video on Lei’D Tapa who has only been wrestling for two years now. She
cries because her uncle, the Barbarian, is so proud of her. I think this
is her Gut Check video. It still should have been Ivelisse.

We get Ivelisse’s Gut Check video as well. Again, she has more
experience, a better look, an MMA background (remember that the Gut Check
with her and Tapa was around the time that Ronda Rousey was headlining a
UFC show) and is very good looking, but she’s not the Barbarian’s niece
so she has no future right?

Ivelisse vs. Lei’D Tapa

Tapa takes her down with ease and sends Ivelisse into the corner.
Ivelisse gets all fired up and kicks Tapa back before a kick to the ribs



sends Lei’D down. Tapa tries to sit down onto Ivelisse to block a sunset
flip but only hits mat. A shot to the ribs takes Ivelisse down and a bad
looking slam does the same. Ivelisse chops away but gets clotheslined
back down followed by something like an AA for no cover.

Tapa chokes her down and pounds on Ivelisse’s back some more but charges
into a kick in the corner. A bad looking rana (since Tapa is a freaking
giant) puts Tapa down to the floor and a BIG dive takes her down again.
The fans are into Ivelisse, giving TNA even more proof that they screwed
up. Back in and Ivelisse puts on a guillotine choke but Tapa swings her
forward into a slam for the pin.

Rating: D+. It still should have been Ivelisse. I still see absolutely
nothing from her that would make me want to watch another one of her
matches. She’s nothing special in the ring, she doesn’t talk that well
and the fans don’t care. The ONLY thing she has going for her is her size
but she’s not dominant like Kong was. She’s just big and that’s not
enough to build a career on. I still haven’t heard a reason I agree with
to pick Tapa but it’s another reason to criticize them.

We get a clip from BFG 2012 where Tara won the Knockouts Title and
introduced Jesse Godderz as her Hollywood boyfriend.

Tara brags about being awesome and Jesse acts like a jerk of course.

Tara vs. Mia Yim

Yim is another indy chick that I’ve never seen before. Tara shoves her
down to start before going to chill next to Jesse. A hiptoss puts Mia
down as the announcers ignore the match with one of their stupid
conversations about nothing at all. Mia comes back with some hiptosses to
send Tara to the floor and a missile dropkick sends her right back
outside. We get another chase with Jesse grabbing Mia’s leg to give Tara
control.

Tara clotheslines her down for two but Mia Matrixes out of it in a nice
counter. We hit the chinlock on Yim but she gets the knees up to block
Tara’s standing moonsault. Mia comes back with a bunch of kicks and a
Lionsault gets no cover as Mia injures her ribs. Instead a German suplex



gets two on Tara but a Jesse distraction causes Mia to miss a corkscrew
splash. The Widow’s Peak sends Tara to the battle royal.

Rating: C. Mia didn’t look bad here but there’s only so much you can show
in six minutes. That’s part of the problem with this show so far: these
matches, other than maybe the opener which has gotten more time than the
other matches, feel like they belong on Impact. Granted we’re only 45
minutes in and the show hasn’t been terrible or anything yet.

Video on some campaign called Dare To Be, which is little more than a way
to show a swimsuit photo shoot. Nothing wrong with that other than ODB.
It basically turns into a music video with a lot of shots of a graphic
for the Knockouts website.

Video of Tessmacher winning the Knockouts Title.

Miss Tessmacher vs. Santana

Santana Garrett is another indy chick who is rather good looking. Both
girls pose on the corner to start with Tessmacher being more popular.
Santana takes over with a quick clothesline and a Russian legsweep for
two. Off to a Fujiwara Armbar on Tessmacher but she rolls through and
kicks Santana in the head for two. Santana hits a low kick of her own for
two and it’s off to a freaky looking double arm submission.

Tess fires off a headbutt and avoids a middle rope cross body before a
forearm puts Santana down. A Stinkface annoys Santana so she slams Tess
down but a Tajiri handspring into a moonsault hits knees. The Tess
Shocker (the belly to back suplex into a face plant) gets the pin on
Santana in a quick match.

Rating: C-. Santana is another chick who looked decent out there and
Tessmacher was her usual self. You can take that line to mean whatever
you like for it to mean. They probably did the right thing here by
keeping things short as Tessmacher isn’t the kind of chick you want in a
long match. Just have her look good on camera and get out of there quick.

ODB says she’s tough and doesn’t care who she’s fighting tonight. She’s
fighting Trinity and promises to out drink her.



Now, for more proof that these are a waste of time, here’s the ENTIRE ODB
and Eric Young wedding. Literally, they spent fifteen minutes showing us
the ENTIRE SEGMENT. Are they that strapped for cash that they can’t take
one of the girls in the three way tonight and thrown a few hundred bucks
at some indy chick to give her the biggest match of her career? Instead
we get this entire thing which really has nothing to do with the
Knockouts. It’s a comedy angle that came and went and that’s about it.
Egads what a waste of time.

ODB vs. Trinity

Trinity still looks good. She talks trash to start so ODB rubs her crotch
at Trinity to show how classy she is. A clothesline puts Trinity on the
floor for our first move in a minute and a half. ODB follows her out and
rams Trinity into the apron before a LOUD chop fires the crowd up a bit.
ODB uses a handshake to pull Trinity into a clothesline but Trinity takes
her down and stomps a bit. This is going nowhere. ODB keeps crawling
towards her flask before coming back with another clothesline. She
finally gets the flask and goes nuts with a bronco buster for two. The
Bam is good for the pin on Trinity to finally end this.

Rating: D. ODB isn’t classy. We get it already. Now do ANYTHING else.
Trinity looked great in her attire but was nothing to see in the ring at
all. Why I’m supposed to cheer a loud woman who rubs her crotch and can’t
function in a wrestling match without alcohol is beyond me, but they’re
going to push her forever anyway.

Video on Gail Kim vs. Taryn Terrell, including their awesome last
Knockout standing match.

Taryn Terrell vs. Jackie Moore

In case you’ve never heard my opinion on Moore, we’ll keep it simple and
say I wouldn’t mind if she was trampled by stampeding camels. Why she
keeps getting spots on shows is beyond me, but I’m sure she can shout
really loudly and explain why, because shouting really loudly is just as
good as anything else right?

Jackie pounds away but Taryn comes back with an elbow to the face.



Terrell pounds away in the corner but Jackie slams her down and calls her
Barbie. Some hair drags have Taryn down even more and we hit the
chinlock. A back elbow drops Taryn for two and it’s back to the chinlock.
Back up and a double clothesline puts both girls down as the crowd isn’t
all that interested. Taryn fires off some clotheslines and gets two off a
clothesline. A middle rope clothesline puts Jackie down and a spear gets
two more. Taryn misses a middle rope bulldog and Jackie dropkicks her
down for the pin. Just go with it.

Rating: D. At the beginning of this show, we saw a video of the Taryn vs.
Gail match and heard about how great it was. We then got a long video
about their entire feud. Instead of having them meet in the main event,
WE GET JACKIE FREAKING MOORE BECAUSE SHE’S LOUD AND WRESTLED MEN BEFORE
AND THAT’S SUPPOSED TO BE INTERESTING. The match sucked because Jackie
Moore exists. Moving on.

Video on British Boot Camp to introduce us to the Blossom Twins.

Hannah Blossom is excited to be here even though her sister Holly is
still in England.

Taeler Hendrix vs. Sojournor Bolt vs. Hannah Blossom

Hendrix was a Gut Check chick who got released, Bolt wrestled here for a
bit a few years back and Blossom is a British blonde with a twin, both of
whom wrestled in OVW for years before the Boot Camp show. Taeler looks
great here. Before the match Bolt says since she’s been gone, no one has
been bigger, better or blacker. Bolt and Hendrix tease an alliance as the
fans chant USA.

We get a three way test of strength to start with Blossom getting double
teamed. A double hiptoss puts Hannah down and the argument begins between
the “friends”. Hannah rams their heads together to take over, only to
have Bolt take her down and grab a leg lock. Hendrix adds a chinlock at
the same time to make the Brit scream. Taeler takes off her skirt to
reveal some shorts, making the crowd love her even more.

Hendrix and Bolt chop it out as Taz and Tenay make stupid Twitter jokes.
Bolt is sent to the floor so Hannah can take over on Taeler. Bolt pulls



Hendrix to the floor and hits a Death Valley Driver for two on Blossom.
Taeler and Bolt get in a shouting match before Bolt holds Hannah, only to
have Taeler run Bolt over. A bicycle kick from Hannah takes Taeler down
for the pin.

Rating: C. It’s a shame that Hendrix is gone as the fans were eating her
up with a spoon here. Bolt was fine and could work well in TNA and Hannah
looked WAY better than I remember her in OVW. This was one of the better
matches tonight but again with just five minutes it didn’t have time to
go anywhere. At least we saw the wedding though right?

Another music video on the Knockouts.

Jillian Hall vs. Velvet Sky

You probably remember Jillian from her bad singing schtick in WWE which
may or may not have been a Brooke Hogan parody. Jillian does the singing
bit here which stopped being funny years ago. The fans are entirely
behind Velvet as she accuses Jillian of a hair pull. Some forearms
stagger Jillian and she charges into a boot in the corner.

Velvet sends her into the buckle over and over and spanks her for good
measure. A bulldog gets two on Jillian but she sends Velvet out to the
floor. Sky is sent into the steps so Jillian can ram her head into the
mat a few times. A backbreaker gets two on Velvet as Taz shouts about
Jillian fooling him or some nonsense like that.

Off to an arm crank from Hall before she stomps on Velvet’s back a bit.
Sky blocks a suplex and hits a kind of front DDT to put both girls down.
Jillian takes over and pounds away but a clothesline is only good for
two. Jillian’s handspring elbow is countered into a victory roll but Hall
drops down into a rollup for two (think Bret vs. Owen at WM X). Not that
it matters as Velvet wins with In Yo Face a few seconds later.

Rating: D. Jillian was always all looks/gimmick and nothing in the ring,
which can probably be applied to Velvet as well. The match was nothing of
note but Taz and Tenay’s idiotic talking brought it down even further.
There was nothing going on here but at least we got to look at Velvet for
a few minutes.



Video on Mickie James’ career in TNA, mainly focusing on beating Madison
in a cage at Lockdown in about 30 seconds.

Serena vs. Mickie James

Serena is the chick who used to be in the Straightedge Society but now
she has long hair which really works for her. I believe this is before
Mickie’s heel turn. They hug it out and shake hands to start. Taz: “WHAT
THE HECK IS THIS???” Serena takes her to the mat as Tenay and Taz talk
about Lance Russell for no apparent reason. Mickie gets caught in a
headscissors on the mat but she bounces out, giving the male fans some
nice shots. After some nice mat work it’s off to a wristlock by Serena
leading to a standoff.

They shake hands again as Taz loudly shouts HARDCORE COUNTRY over and
over. Mickie rides Serena on the mat a bit and Serena can’t armdrag out
of it. A Jackknife cover gets two for James and an Oklahoma Roll gets the
same. Back up and Serena wants a test of strength but Mickie shouts that
she has bigger hands than Serena. Mickie takes her down to the mat but
Serena bridges up to take over. Now it’s James with a bridge which Serena
can’t even break by bouncing down onto her.

Mickie fights up and hits a basement dropkick to send Serena to the floor
as this is by far already the best match of the night so far. Back in and
Serena offers another handshake but pulls Mickie into a headlock to take
over. A back elbow sends Mickie to the floor just like she did to Serena
a few seconds ago. Serena blasts Mickie in the face as she comes back in
as we have our mid match heel turn. Mickie is slammed head first into the
mat by the hair for two and Serena poses a lot.

We hit the chinlock as Taz scores the match for some reason. Back up and
Serena misses a charge into the post and Mickie gets a needed breather.
They slug it out with both girls throwing haymakers and Mickie taking
over. A clothesline puts Deeb down and the top rope Thesz Press (minus
the Press) sets up the MickieDT for the pin on Serena.

Rating: B-. This was much better than anything else we had seen so far
tonight. Deeb clearly knows what she’s doing out there and the long hair
makes her look better than she did bald. I liked the idea of her turning



in the middle of the match as it gave the match a bit of a story. Good
stuff here.

We recap the show so far to set up the gauntlet.

Gauntlet Match

So apparently it’s the usual Royal Rumble style until we get to the final
two where it’s pin/submission for the win. All of the winners from
earlier in the night are involved. Hannah Blossom and Gail Kim get us
going for presumably two minutes. Gail goes right at Hannah to start and
takes her down with a backbreaker. Some corner choking has the Brit in
even more trouble as this is one sided so far. Hannah comes back with a
quick suplex and an elbow drop for a cover before realizing how the rules
work. Not that it matters as Gail knocks her to the apron and then the
floor for the elimination.

Lei’D Tapa is #3 after about a minute and fifty seconds, though they
probably sped it up for the sake of time. Either that or it’s an actual
gauntlet with the next person coming in after an elimination. Gail pounds
on her in the corner to start but Tapa comes back with some power choking
and a big boot to the face. Tapa can’t get her out due to a rake of the
eyes and here’s Tara at #4. Tara goes after Lei’D but can’t lift her up
in a fireman’s carry. Tapa takes her over to the ropes but Gail makes the
same and the two normal sized girls double team the monster.

Mickie is #5 as Tapa beats on both other girls. James fires off kicks in
the corner to the big girl and the other two help her out, only to be
shoved away by Tapa. Tenay makes Andre the Giant comparisons and Taz goes
off on him for stupidity, despite the comparison making sense. In a bad
looking botch, Mickie tries a hurricanrana on Tapa with the other girls
helping, only to see Mickie fall to the floor as well. She gets back in
and it’s never acknowledged but it looked horrible. Either way it
eliminates Tapa as Tessmacher is in at #6.

Tessmacher goes after Tara as Mickie and Gail fight for the 1000th time.
Gail is sent to the apron but gets back in as Tara sends Tessmacher to
the apron for the same result. Jackie Moore is in at #7 to bring the
match down a few pegs. Gail and Jackie stomp on Tessmacher and Mickie



kicks at Tara in the corner. ODB is #8 as everyone is laying around. She
and Jackie get into it almost immediately before ODB opts to spank Tara a
bit. ODB takes a shot from the flash and spits it in Jackie’s face before
eliminating her.

Velvet Sky is #8, giving us a final grouping of Gail, ODB, Tara, Mickie,
Tessmacher and Sky. Everyone pairs off as this is in full on traditional
battle royal formula. Tessmacher kicks Mickie to the apron but can’t get
her any further than that. Velvet and ODB wind up on the apron and slug
it out with Velvet knocking ODB to the floor for an elimination. Gail
easily eliminates Velvet and we’re down to four.

Gail and Tara throw Tessmacher out before double teaming James in the
corner. Tara turns on Gail and hits the fireman’s carry into the side
slam, allowing Mickie to get back up and hammer on Tara a bit. Mickie
throws Tara out to get us down to two, meaning it’s Gail vs. Mickie,
first fall wins. Gail is in early trouble and gets caught by the Thesz
Press for two. Gail blocks the MickieDT but gets slammed out of the
corner, injuring her ankle in the process. Mickie totally falls for it as
the trainer comes out, but it’s a ruse (SHOCKING!) as Gail rolls up
Mickie with a handful of shorts for the pin and the Miss TNA crown.

Rating: D. This was every gauntlet match you’ve ever seen: slow for the
most part with a few nice moments, but for the most part it’s paint by
numbers stuff. The ending was nothing special as the “match” was about a
minute long with over half of that being spent on the fake injury. Not
much to see here but at least it was longer than anything else.

Post match Madison comes out to give Gail her crown. Gail makes Madison
leave after being crowned to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. Here’s the problem with the Knockouts in general and
this show in particular: the roster is so thin that we’ve seen almost all
of the main matches ad nauseum. At the time this show aired, I believe
there are four or five active Knockouts. Other than Taryn (who lost to
the great and mighty Jackie Moore), almost no one new has been added to
the division in over a year. There’s just nothing in the division and the
final group of people here were the same girls we’ve seen forever. TNA



desperately needs to bring in some fresh blood and the Blossoms, Serena,
Flash or Ivelisse would be great places to start.

The show was nothing great with most of the matches just not having the
time they needed to go anywhere. Also, there was WAY too much filler. I
get the idea of a video here or there, but airing the ENTIRE fifteen
minute wedding segment plus a bunch of other videos on a two hour and
forty minute show is ridiculous. Again, I’m sure you could find one other
girl to bring in and make the triple threat a singles match and pad out
the show much better. There’s just nothing to see here and the show felt
like it was just trying to fill in time until it was over.

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews, and pick up my
new book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon
for just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Thought of the Day: A Simple
Animal
A  little on Batista. Think back to Big Dave Batista.  He was
the face of Smackdown for years, he was a monster, he won a
bunch of world titles, he was called the future in Evolution,
he was the biggest star in the company for a good while……and
there wasn’t much to him.

 

Think about it: what was there to Batista’s character other
than he’s big, he’s strong, and he wins world titles?  Yeah
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he’s aggressive and an animal, but there really wasn’t any
depth to him.  Here’s the thing though: that’s all you need a
lot of the time.  Batista was a big scary monster who could
destroy anyone that came at him.  How many people would stop
flipping though the channels if they saw some monster like him
powerbombing someone in half?  It’s a simple idea but it made
a pile of cash for the WWE.

 

Simple is more sometimes.

Olympic Wrestling Saved
Good.   I have no idea why they wanted to get rid of it but
keep something like synchronized swimming or badminton.

 

Someone do a toast for Kurt Angle.

On  This  Day:  September  8,
2011 – Impact Wrestling: Jeff
Hardy Returns
Impact  Wrestling
Date: September 8, 2011
Location: Von Braun Center, Huntsville, Alabama
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Commentators: Mike Tenay, Tazz

It’s week two in Alabama and it’s also the go home show for No
Surrender. That being said, we only have most of the card so
far and the world title match has only been announced on
Facebook  instead  of,  you  know,  on  the  TV  show  which  the
majority of the audience actually sees. The big thing tonight
is the return of Jeff Hardy on the day that he was sentenced
to ten days in jail on drug charges. The return speech could
be very interesting. Let’s get to it.

We open with a video about Jeff Hardy and the mess that was
Victory Road. He’s back tonight you know.

We also get a clip of last week where Hogan beat Sting up with
a  chair  and  cost  him  the  world  title.  Anderson  gets  his
rematch tonight.

Here’s Anderson to open the show. He talks about how he hasn’t
had much to say the last few weeks because he’s been a man of
action recently. He signed a deal with the devil though, and
that was his own fault. Anderson welcomes the boos for it. The
wide shots are really good to see here as there are actual
people there instead of it looking like they’re in a lunchbox.

He turns his attention to Bully Ray for keeping him on the
outside looking in. Anderson promises to be more annoying than
ever before and tonight it starts with him going after Angle.
Anderson brings up the dreaded rematch clause and he’s cashing
in tonight. He knows it won’t be one on one and he points to
the ramp. Here’s Sting to be Anderson’s backup. Sting says
he’s like a fungus that won’t go away. This week he’s got the
power of the Network and he’ll be the enforcer in the main
event.

D-Von/D’Angelo Dinero vs. British Invasion

Winners get Mexican America on Sunday. No intro for the Brits.
Magnus vs. D-Von to start. Off to Pope quickly who hammers



away with elbows to the head. Williams comes in and slows
things down a bit as you would expect from him. A clothesline
gets two for Magnus. Mexican America are on commentatry. A
middle rope elbow by Magnus gets two for Williams.

Pope fires off a DDT to Magnus and both guys are down. There’s
the hot tag to D-Von who cleans house with right hands and
power  moves.  Powerslam  gets  two  on  Williams.  A  Cactus
Clothesline by Pope puts Williams on the floor and a release
spinebuster  by  D-Von  ends  Magnus  at  3:56.  They  seem  fine
despite almost always having problems.

Rating: C-. Just a quick match here but it wasn’t that bad.
Didn’t D-Von not particularly like Pope last week though? Also
this is the best they can do for #1 contenders? They’ve won a
total of one tag match (this one) and now they get a title
shot. That’s wrestling for you I suppose.

An MMA fighter comes in to see Angle.

The Final Four in the BFG Series are Gunner, Roode, Storm and
Ray. The matches Sunday are Roode vs. Gunner and Storm vs.
Ray. The guy with the most points after those matches go to
the PPV. It’s not a tournament, it’s really a points system to
go to the biggest show of the year.

All four finalists are in the ring and Ray gets JB out of
there. He respects Beer Money but neither of them is going to
Bound For Glory. Ray talks about how tag teams want to become
great individual wrestlers and every team has done it. Gunner
is a guy that is willing to put his personal desires aside and
will make sure Ray goes to BFG to win the title. Wrestlers are
selfish so Beer Money won’t lay down for each other.

Roode says he doesn’t buy any of what Ray said but they have
their eyes set on the world title. They want to be world
champion and Sunday only one can walk out #1 contender. Roode
asks Ray who is going to be the better man. It’s going to be
Roode or Storm because it’s not going to be Gunner or Ray.



Roode promises the Beer Money fans that no one will ever split
them and no one will ever kill Beer Money. There’s a fatal
fourway later on.

We get a recap of Eric’s Hollywood Adventures.

TV Title: Robbie E vs. Eric Young

That MMA guy is on commentary again. What he has to do with
this is beyond me but who cares. Robbie keeps trying to put
his  feet  on  the  ropes  for  covers  and  the  referee  stops
counting. And there go Eric’s pants and he’s wearing Jersey
Shore style trunks. He hits the top rope elbow for two. A
piledriver ends this at 2:51. I’m fine with these antics if
the title is defended.

Rob Terry beats up Young post match with a Last Ride.

RVD is looking for Jerry Lynn and hey there he is. Rob gets in
his face and Jerry asks what about him. He complains about
having to get a real job instead of getting contracts like Rob
did. Eric and Hulk called him and asked him about showing up
and he said he’s better than Rob. He admits to screwing him
and Rob beats him down.

Velvet talks to Mickie who has a dog with her. She mentions
wanting to be champion someday. Karen comes in and complains
about life in general, saying get rid of the dog. Winter gets
her rematch at No Surrender.

Jeff Hardy is here.

TNA World Title: Mr. Anderson vs. Kurt Angle

Sting is guest enforcer. They exchange headlocks to start and
it’s a tossup. Angle takes Anderson down with a clothesline
and we hit the chinlock. They collide in the middle of the
ring and both guys are down. They’re mirroring each other so
far. Anderson tries to speed it up but gets caught in a belly
to belly for two. Angle Slam is countered and Anderson hits



the rolling fireman’s carry drop for two.

Kurt counters the Mic Check and hits the Rolling Germans for
two. There go the straps and the ankle lock goes on. Anderson
manages to roll through and get two before the Mic Check gets
the same. The referee takes a thumb to the eye so Kurt kicks
him low and hits the Slam but Sting pulls the referee out.
Anderson hits another Mic Check but here’s Gunner for the DQ
at 7:12.

Rating: C-. I wasn’t into this as it felt like they were just
going through the motions to get to the DQ ending. I can’t
stand matches like that because they’re boring and don’t show
anything that these guys are capable of. Not a good match for
the most part but when you handcuff them like this there’s
only so much they can do.

Immortal beats down both guys post match. The fans chant for
Hardy but that gets them nowhere.

Immortal is celebrating while Eric is on the phone and doesn’t
look happy. He tells them to go outside and isn’t happy with
what he hears. He’s almost freaking out about it, asking if
it’s a prank call. No idea what it is.

Mickie James/Velvet Sky vs. Angelina Love/Winter

Winter vs. Velvet to start but it’s off to Mickie vs. Angelina
before there’s any contact at all. Mickie snaps off a rana out
of the corner but a Winter distraction results in a kick to
the ribs. Velvet gets a blind tag to come in and a low
dropkick gets two. There’s a weak monkey flip and she takes
both Winter and Angelina down with a headlock/headscissors
combo.  Love  cheats  again  and  Velvet  gets  beaten  down  for
awhile. After a long beatdown she makes the hot tag to Mickie
and we get the title match preview. With the big hulabaloo
going on, Winter sprays blood into Mickie’s face at 5:10 for
the pin.



Rating: D+. Love is so skinny it’s getting scary. Other than
that, this was your typical Knockout tag: it’s not bad but
it’s better than the Divas which is the entire point. I’m
still not sure why they gave Mickie the title back already and
I hope they don’t give it to Winter again on Sunday because it
would be pretty stupid to have the change that fast. This
wasn’t terrible though.

Here’s Austin Aries to say he’s going to win the title Sunday.
He tells the fans to shut up a lot so clearly he’s not a nice
person.  Aries  calls  Kendrick  a  hypocrite  and  calls  out
Kendrick here and now. Here’s the champ in a suit with a
briefacse.  He  talks  about  being  tired  of  being  a  social
outcast and wants to be a success, like Aries. “I’m even
wearing shoes!” And yeah he hates them. He goes into a bit
rant about how he needs to be free to reach his mother earth
and  quotes  Buddha  a  bit.  Kendrick  calls  the  title
materialistic and Aries insults him a lot. The brawl is on and
Aries runs.

Hogan is freaking in a good way and Eric is still upset. He
talks about going to the beach and Eric says we’re not done
yet. The Network isn’t happy. Because of the beating that
Hogan is so happy about there’s a three way for the title at
No Surrender with Angle vs. Sting vs. Anderson.

James Storm vs. Robert Roode vs. Gunner vs. Bully Ray

One fall to a finish here. It’s tornado rules too. Here’s Joe
almost immediately and here’s Morgan just as fast to stop him.
Morgan vs. Joe on Sunday also. Ray and Storm stand tall for a
bit until Ray runs Storm over. Beer Money cleans house and
teases going at it until Ray breaks that up. Gunner goes for a
cover and Ray isn’t happy with it. A big clothesline gets two
on Roode.

Storm comes back in with a top rope cross body and beats up
Gunner a bit. Roode hammers on Gunner and hits the spinebuster



for two. Beer Money teases it again but instead they suplex
Gunner and SHOUT THEIR NAMES. Ray runs them both over and
takes them both out with power stuff. Gunner hits a running
knee to Ray’s head for the pin at 5:00. That was nice as he
was left in the background and then stole the pin.

Rating: C. This was ok but it was nothing great. I wish this
had been the way the BFG Final went at the PPV because it
would make more sense but I guess they need to flesh out the
card more and have some overly complicated rules. Not bad here
and Gunner winning was a nice surprise also. Nothing great but
not bad.

Here’s Jeff with like two minutes left. He talks about how he
was messed up last time and he’s sorry about it. He had a
problem and hit rock bottom there. Everyone is mad at him and
he can’t blame them. His eyes look decent at least. He wants
one more shot. The fans chant one more shot. He says all he
can do is ask and that’s it.

Overall Rating: B-. Pretty good show this week but you can see
a lot of problems. For one thing we got three title matches
added with three days left before the PPV, one of which is the
main event. That’s a match that could draw in some people and
they’re adding it in at the last minute. The Hardy thing is
too early to tell but my initial instinct is not to trust him,
which is partially the point and all of the problem. Good show
this week but No Surrender feels thrown together and that’s
not good.

Results

D-Von/D’Angelo Dinero b. British Invasion – Spinebuster to
Williams

Eric Young b. Robbie E – Piledriver

Mr. Anderson b. Kurt Angle via DQ when Gunner interfered



Winter/Angelina Love b. Mickie James/Velvet Sky – Winter spit
blood in James’ face

Gunner b. James Storm, Robert Roode and Bully Ray – Running
knee to Ray

 

Here’s No Surrender if you’re interested:

 

No Surrender 2011 – Blinded By The Boring

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews, and pick up my
new book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon
for just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Superstars  on  the
Superstation:  The  Original
Clash of the Champions
Superstars  on the Superstation
Date: February 7, 1986
Location: The Omni, Atlanta, Georiga
Attendance: 10,000
Commentators: David Crockett, Tony Schiavone
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This is a rare show that I’ve heard about for years. Basically it’s a fan
selected card with four matches featuring top stars. You could think of
this as the prototype for Clash of the Champions actually. We’re just
past Starrcade 1985 and Flair is still world champion due to a Dusty
Finish in the main event of the biggest show of the year. This is from
the glory days of the NWA so the show should be good. Let’s get to it.

We open with a shot of Magnum TA riding his motorcycle, set to a Willie
Nelson song.

Magnum and some chick named Linda Curry are hosting tonight.

The announcers run down the card the fans have picked. All matches have
20 minute time limits, other than the world title match which is TV time
remaining.

The Rock N Roll Express is getting ready. I’m sure some teenybopper would
agree to lace up Morton’s boots for him while he does coke.

We get a clip of the Rock N Roll Express winning the world tag team
titles from the Russians in July of 1985. They lost them a few months
later, only to regain the belts at Starrcade.

World Tag Team Titles: Rock N Roll Express vs. Midnight Express

If this is anything lower than a B+, it’s a failure for these guys. These
teams completely revolutionized tag team wrestling and basically invented
the tag team formula you see in every major tag match. This is the less
famous version of the Midnights with Bobby Eaton and Dennis Condrey as
the challengers. It’s a brawl to start with the Midnights taking over on
Gibson but Morton comes back in to take everything to the floor. The fans
are NUTS for the Rock N Roll here.

Back in and the champions quickly clean house, sending the Midnights out



for a consultation with Jim Cornette. We finally start with Gibson vs.
Eaton as things slow down a bit. Gibson blocks a hiptoss and throws Eaton
down before hitting a sweet flying headscissors. Off to Morton who
punches both Midnights down and works on Bobby’s leg. They head back to
the floor with Morton backdropping Eaton onto the concrete before
pounding him against the barricade.

Back in and it’s a double tag off to Gibson vs. Condrey. The Rock N Roll
takes over on Dennis’ leg with some slingshot splashes and elbows onto
the knee for two. Gibson cranks on the leg before Morton comes in, decks
Eaton, and cranks on Condrey’s leg as well. Condrey fights up and hits a
knee to Ricky’s ribs but hurts his own leg so bad that he hits the mat. I
miss selling like that in today’s product.

The champions take turns working on the leg with Ricky coming in off the
top with a knee drop on Condrey’s leg. Dennis finally gets over to Eaton
without too much resistance and we’re back to even for a bit. Eaton takes
him into the corner for some HARD right hands, only to be taken down by a
suplex. Back to Gibson whose dropkick is caught in a catapult, sending
him face first into a forearm from Condrey. Dennis comes back in as we
take a break.

Back with Eaton holding Gibson in a chinlock before it’s off to Condrey
for the same hold. Morton gets drawn into the ring, allowing Eaton to
drop a top rope knee to Gibson before Condrey puts on the chinlock again.
Gibson finally fights up with a knee lift but Condrey rakes the eyes to
stop a tag. Back to Eaton who gets two off a neckbreaker and puts on
another chinlock.

Robert fights up and gets a quick two off a sunset flip but Condrey
punches him back down. The Midnights miss the Rocket Launcher and there’s
the hot tag off to Ricky. Everything breaks down and the double dropkick
(Rock N Roll’s finisher) hits Eaton but it takes the referee out as well.
Cornette brings in the tennis racket and Condrey BLASTS Morton in the
back of the head, giving Eaton the pin and the titles. Keep in mind that



this is 1986 when titles NEVER changed hands on TV.

Rating: B+. Yeah it’s still awesome. These guys just know how to work
together and the crowd was way into this. The matches would get even
better when Stan Lane replaced Condrey which says a lot given how good
these guys looked here. Solid match here, which is all you would have
expected coming in.

Gibson hits Eaton in the back with the racket for revenge.

The hosts chat about the match a bit.

Buy the Starrcade 1985 video for just FORTY FIVE BUCKS and allow six
weeks for delivery. It’s a great show but that’s a WWE PPV today.

Cornette says he told us all so. Eaton, as awesome as he is, sells the
racket shot by rolling on the floor in pain as Cornette thanks his Mama.

We look at the Russians beating down Animal from a few months ago. No
idea where Hawk is during this attack.

Both Hawk and Animal were beaten down by the Russians a few weeks later.
Remember that there were three Russians to two Road Warriors.

Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff/Nikita Koloff

The third Russian is Krusher Khrushchev, more famous as Smash from
Demolition/Repo Man. Animal starts with Nikita and it’s the Russian
diving off the middle rope, only to be caught in a bearhug. That’s scary
power. Animal misses a legdrop but pops back up for a staredown. Off to
Hawk for some tieups that go nowhere. All four guys are major powerhouses
here so don’t expect much besides brawling.



Ivan comes in and avoids a charge but jumps into a punch to the ribs. A
shoulder breaker and big boot drop Ivan before it’s back to Animal for a
gorilla press. Animal drops an elbow for two as Baron Von Raschke is at
ringside and apparently is a replacement for an injured Krusher. Back to
Hawk who gets caught in the Russian corner for some evil Commie double
teaming. Hawk comes back with a running clothesline and everything breaks
down, including Baron coming in to lay out Hawk but it only gets two.
Nikita trips Hawk up and Baron comes in for the DQ.

Rating: D+. The styles didn’t mix here but the fans were WAY into this
feud as it was tugging at the heart strings of America which is a tried
and true way to fire up the fans. Baron was far past his prime here but
at least he was another foreigner that could play Krusher’s role very
easily. Not a good match but the fans liked it which is what matters.

The Warriors’ manager Paul Ellering gets triple teamed but the Koloffs
miss a clothesline with the chain. Hawk gets the chain and the
Warriors/Ellering clean house.

Some NASCAR driver is here.

Some very southern fans say who they like and why they watch wrestling.
Amazingly enough they love the Rock N Roll Express and want to see Flair
get destroyed.

Now here’s a country song while we look at fans.

Magnum talks about how awesome his week in Tuscon, Arizona with Dusty on
the set of a movie Dusty has a walk-on roll in. We get an interview with
Dusty and country music legend Willie Nelson who is making the remake of
John Wayne’s Stagecoach. It’s a TV movie if you’re wondering why you’ve
never heard of it. Dusty tells a story about being a Nelson fan for
years. Apparently Dusty shows up at Willie’s New Year’s show every year
and nearly takes over the show. Shocking indeed. This goes on for nearly
five minutes because we stopped being a wrestling show a long time ago.



We still have some of those $45 Starrcade tapes! You know, the one cut
down by about an hour or two.

National Title: Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard

Dusty is defending. The National Title was the main title from Georgia
Championship Wrestling but it’s a midcard title here. Rhodes has a bad
ankle coming in and we take a break less than a minute into the match.
Back with Tully bailing into the corner as Dusty’s manager (Tully’s
former manager) Baby Doll glares at Blanchard. Dusty takes him down and
drops an elbow on the leg before slowly cranking on it for a bit. There’s
another elbow on the leg and it’s time for Dusty to lay on the leg for a
breather.

There’s the really bad Figure Four but Tully makes the rope. Tully bails
to the floor for a bit but comes back in so Dusty can work on the leg a
bit more. By work I mean lay down on but that’s Dusty in 1986 for you.
The fans chant BREAK IT because they hate the Horsemen so much. Dusty’s
matches sucked but the fans got into him vs. the Horsemen. Rhodes goes up
for a shot to the head but hurts his bad leg on the way down.

You know Tully Blanchard is going after an injury like that and the leg
work begins. We hit the ten minute (out of twenty) mark and Tully kicks
the leg out again, making Dusty jump into the air for no apparent reason.
There’s a much better Figure Four from Blanchard but Dusty just lays on
the mat. Dusty turns it over but JJ Dillon pulls Tully to safety. Back up
and Rhodes is of course fine enough to catch a cross body and hit a
backbreaker.

A belly to belly takes Tully down but JJ has the referee. Tully realizes
that Dusty isn’t going to sell the stupid leg so he knees Dusty in the
back, sending him to the floor. Five minutes left now and Rhodes pounds
away before suplexing Tully back in for two. Rhodes goes after JJ but
Tully gets in a shot from behind to take over. A knee drop gets two for
Blanchard and some left hands drop Dusty in the corner.



Dusty backslides him down (complete with crawling over to the ropes) for
two as Crockett is almost giddy that time is running out on Tully. A
clothesline puts Tully down again as we go from four minutes left to two
minutes left in about 45 seconds. JJ trips up Dusty for two as we hit a
minute left. Back in and Rhodes puts on a Boston Crab until the time runs
out.

Rating: D-. Tully Blanchard is one of the best wrestlers you’ll ever find
but there’s only so much he can do when Dusty won’t sell the freaking
leg. It’s as basic of a story as you can tell in a wrestling match but
when Dusty wants to just walk around and act like the injury he had
coming into the match which was made worse during the match doesn’t
exist, there isn’t much that can be done. Horrible match but it’s hard to
blame Blanchard here.

Tully piledrives Dusty post match and takes the belt with him. He would
win it in about a month anyway.

Magnum and Jim Crockett Jr. talk about some stuff that happened in 1985.
The Jim Crockett Memorial Tag Team Cup is announced so we hear the sales
pitch from the New Orleans Superdome to host the event. This isn’t
gimmicked or anything and is as boring as it sounds.

Future Baseball Hall of Famer Gaylord Perry doesn’t have much to say.

NWA World Title: Ric Flair vs. Ron Garvin

Garvin was a bigger deal here than he’s remembered as and he’s
challenging here. They chop it out in the corner to start and Garvin
takes him down with a shoulder block. Flair bails out to the floor but
gets caught in a headlock as soon as he’s back inside. Some right hands
(not the Hands of Stone finisher) stagger Flair and a headbutt gives us
the Flair Flop. Ric begs off in the corner so Garvin chops away. Ronnie
rips at Flair’s nose and fires off more chops before backdropping Flair
down.



The champion is sent out to the floor for another breather, only to be
chopped even more upon reentry. Garvin goes after the arm for a change
but the champion comes back with chops of his own to take over. Ronnie
comes back with even more chops and a big right hand to send Flair to the
floor. Flair gets caught in a sleeper but suplexes his way out and it’s
time to go to school.

A suplex gets two for Flair and there’s the knee drop for the same.
Ronnie chokes Flair from the mat and pounds away even more, leading to a
chop off. Flair is sent into the corner for a flip but he stays inside
instead of going to the apron. Garvin suplexes him down for two but Flair
grabs a headlock to set up the bridge up into a backslide spot. A cross
body gets two on the champion and there’s the real Flair Flip followed by
Flair jumping into a right hand.

Garvin gets two from a small package but Flair chops him down. Ric yells
at the referee as Garvin rolls Flair up, knocking the referee to the
floor as a result. The Hands of Stone put Flair down but there’s no
referee. Flair hits a quick knee to the back and pulls Ronnie’s foot off
the rope as the referee counts the pin.

Rating: C. This was different than the usual Flair formula and it didn’t
work all that well. Flair was only on offense for a few minutes here and
there wasn’t much of a story to the match at all. Garvin continues to be
a guy that I don’t get at all as I’ve yet to see anything of note from
him in the ring.

Overall Rating: C. Eh it’s a free show so it’s kind of hard to complain
for the most part. When you have a four match card and with one awesome
match, one horrible match and two middle of the road matches, there isn’t
another way to go besides in the middle. It’s always interesting to see
how serious this company was when you compare it to the WWF which was
setting up Hogan vs. Bundy at this point. Not a bad show but it’s really
just an historical curiosity more than anything else.



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews, and pick up my
new book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon
for just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

On  This  Day:  September  7,
2008 – Unforgiven 2008: What
A Scrambled Web We Weave
Unforgiven  2008
Date: September 7, 2008
Location: Quicken Loans Arena, Cleveland, Ohio
Attendance: 8,707
Commentators: Jim Ross, Tazz, Mick Foley, Jerry Lawler, Todd
Grisham, Matt Striker

We’re at the end of the Unforgiven series here and the most
important thing is that we have a pretty unique concept to it
tonight. This time, it’s based around Championship Scrambles
for the world titles. The idea is you have 5 people and a 20
minute time limit. Whoever gets the last pinfall (I’m not sure
if you have to pin the champion) before the time is up wins
the match and the championship. There are three of them. Let’s
get to it.

The opening video is all about the Scramble but then shifts
over  into  Jericho  vs.  Shawn  which  is  based  on  Jericho
accidentally hitting Shawn’s wife in the face and setting up
an unsanctioned match with them tonight.

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/09/07/on-this-day-september-7-2008-unforgiven-2008-what-a-scrambled-web-we-weave/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/09/07/on-this-day-september-7-2008-unforgiven-2008-what-a-scrambled-web-we-weave/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/09/07/on-this-day-september-7-2008-unforgiven-2008-what-a-scrambled-web-we-weave/


ECW Title: Matt Hardy vs. Mark Henry vs. Finlay vs. The Miz
vs. Chavo Guerrero

The guys come in on a random draw with Hardy vs. The Miz. Man
who would have thought Miz and Henry would be the biggest
stars out of this group? Miz is just a chick magnet here. You
don’t have to pin the current champion (Mark Henry) to become
the interim champion (best word I can think of for it). These
two will fight for five minutes until someone else comes in.

Miz and Matt exchange some pinfall attempts even though they
don’t really mean much at this point. The corner clothesline
misses for the Chick Magnet and Matt gets a cool move in as
Miz is caught in the corner and Matt pulls him out by his legs
into a sitout powerbomb. It’s kind of hard to describe but
basically Matt pulled him out of the air into the powerbomb.
We get a history of Cameron, North Carolina which has like 600
people in it to fill time since nothing in the first 19:00 is
going to mean anything.

According to Striker this is the brainchild of Pat Patterson.
He also came up with the Royal Rumble so maybe this will be
good. Miz hits the Reality Check but Matt falls to the floor.
Eventually that gets two as Chavo is the third guy in. Ok so
now it’s a triple threat for five minutes. Chavo hits a Frog
Splash on Matt for the pin to become the Interim Champion very
quickly. I don’t think he has to get pinned to change it but
I’m not sure. Yeah it can be anyone pinning anyone so it’s
like a triple threat.

Chavo busts out a rolling Liger kick of all things and then a
suicide dive to further kill Miz. Everyone goes to one corner
but Miz shoves them both off. He busts out a cross body to
take out both guys, getting two on Hardy. Matt takes over and
pops Miz with a right hand and a Side Effect to Chavo gives
Matt the Interim Title. The fans are way behind Matt here and
they should be.



Everyone slows down as Mark Henry comes in at #4. Everyone
goes after Mark when the right answer would be to run from
him. If he can’t catch you, he can’t pin you. Henry takes them
all down with ease, not selling anyone like a good monster.
The Slam gets the pin on Chavo to make him Interim Champion.
Hardy escapes the Slam but gets knocked to the floor quickly.

Again, why does everyone go after Henry? We’ve established
that you can pin anyone but wrestlers are stupid above all
other things. Henry takes turns giving people bearhugs to
people and finally settles on Hardy. Here’s Finlay to complete
the group with five minutes to go. Finlay goes straight for
Henry and actually pounds him down, getting a DDT for two.
Horny slides Finlay the club and Henry is thrown to the floor
after a shot with it. A Celtic Cross to Hardy makes Finlay
Interim champion at 3:45 to go.

Miz comes in and takes out Finlay with a missile dropkick but
walks into a Twist of Fate and Matt is champion at 3:15 to go.
Henry  and  everyone  else  is  back  in  now  and  Hardy  starts
playing defense, breaking up every possible cover. Two minutes
left. Henry slams everyone in sight other than Hardy and Miz
rolls up Finlay for two. Miz is cut a little bit on the
forehead.

Finlay tries the Celtic Cross on Hardy but Henry breaks it up.
The Slam gets two on Miz as Hardy saves again. Thirty seconds
left and Hardy starts throwing people to the floor in some
GREAT psychology. Everyone winds up in a pile in the corner
and time runs out, making Matt the official champion.

Rating: B. Fun match here as the ending few minutes after
Hardy  got  the  Interim  Title  were  great  with  him  THINKING
through the whole thing, knowing that he had to keep anyone
from pinning anyone and finding ways to prevent that from
happening. This was really fun and Matt would hold the title
for awhile until Jack Swagger debuted and eventually took it
from him, prompting Matt’s ill-advised heel turn.



The Hardys celebrate in the back after a video for Mania
tickets.

HHH and Punk are warming up. They’re the champions coming in.

Should Big Show have been in the title match? Run up your cell
phone bill and let us know!

Raw Tag Titles: Cryme Tyme vs. Legacy

If nothing else we get the Priceless theme here which is
always a treat. JTG vs. Rhodes to start us off. The racial
stereotypes take over and clear the ring quickly with a double
clothesline from Shad sending the champions to the floor. Shad
vs. DiBiase takes up some time and Ted does about as well as
Cody did. The challengers hit a nice double team move ending
in a slingshot clothesline by Jimmy the Gimmick.

Legacy finally realizes that JTG is beating them up and takes
over with double teaming. They work on JTG’s arm and show how
much they’ve grown in the past few years as they’re not much
here. Jerry gets on Cole for talking too much as JTG fights
back, hitting a belly to back suplex. Cody prevents the tag
and Legacy cheats like proper heels. I get a little smile on
my face every time JTG gets punched. I can’t help it after
watching over 35 weeks of him on NXT.

Cody works on the arm a little more and then slams JTG near
the corner. A moonsault (decent one too) misses and it’s hot
tag to Shad. Remember when JTG vs. Shad was supposed to be a
big feud? Neither do I but some people actually believe it
would be. Shad cleans house and I can see why people thought
he’d be a good bodyguard style character. The guy has a good
look and can do some power stuff.

Not that it really matters here as Cody grabs a DDT on him to
slow him down. It only gets two but the momentum was stopped
dead. Cody comes in legally now and gets his head taken off
via a lariat. In a not great ending, JTG rolls up Rhodes as



Shad hits DiBiase. DiBiase stumbles into the package and rolls
it over so that JTG gets pinned. Why didn’t he just let go?

Rating: C-. Not as bad as most Raw matches but still it’s
nothing all that great. They tried and Cryme Tyme was over,
but Legacy at this point wasn’t a threat of any kind. Neither
had a finisher that I remember and they came off as rookies
with zero personality (intentionally I think) and didn’t do
anything until a few years later when they split from Orton,
which took years to get to.

There’s a post match brawl until Manu debuts to help Legacy.
He joined them for like a month and no one cared.

Shawn is having his bad arm taped up for his match with
Jericho. Shawn is in fighting clothes and has a partial tear
in his elbow tendon.

We recap Jericho vs. Shawn. The feud had been going for awhile
before this but at Summerslam, Shawn had said that he was
listening to his doctors for once and was walking away due to
his eye and various other injuries. Jericho said he didn’t
accept  that  because  Shawn  was  doing  it  in  the  spotlight,
unlike how he should do it by resigning quietly.

Jericho wanted Shawn to admit that it was Jericho that retired
him but Shawn said no, but to tell your family that you’ll
never be Shawn Michaels. With that, Jericho went for the eye
but Shawn ducked and Jericho punched Shawn’s wife. Jericho,
the consummate heel, said that it was Shawn’s fault. Shawn
vows revenge and it’s an unsanctioned match tonight. This
easily won feud of the year and the match at No Mercy won
match of the year. This is no slouch though.

Chris Jericho vs. Shawn Michaels

This  is  unsanctioned  and  it’s  pin  or  submission  only.  In
essence, it’s no holds barred. Cole says Shawn told him of a
Bible verse which talks about the Walls of Jericho coming



down. That’s a great line. Why is there a WWE referee in an
unsanctioned  match?  Couldn’t  anyone  referee  it/not  need  a
referee? Shawn takes his cowboy boot off to whack Jericho with
it as he’s going after the eye just like Chris did to him.

They’re into the crowd already and it’s been all Shawn. The
injury is to the triceps, not the elbow. Jericho is bleeding
from the nose so Shawn hits a slingshot into the post. Shawn’s
chair shot misses and Chris sends him into the table (doesn’t
break it) to take over. Now we get a breakable table set up
but instead Jericho just throws it at Shawn to keep him down.
Chris tries to powerbomb him through the table but Shawn fires
off punches. Jericho just drops him face first onto the apron
instead to keep the advantage. That looked painful.

Back inside now and Jericho works Shawn over with a chair.
Jericho wedges said chair in the corner but misses a charge
into the opposite corner, ramming into the post. Jericho can’t
suplex Shawn over the top through the table as Shawn lands on
the apron. Back in Shawn nips up and just chokes Jericho down.
The elbow hits and Shawn is all fired up. Sorry for the play
by play but this is one of those matches where you almost have
to have all of the individual details for the other stuff to
make sense.

Shawn sets for Chin Music but stops to punch Jericho more. Off
to a Crossface but Jericho manages to send his head into the
chair, reinjuring the eye. Jericho peppers the eye so Shawn
fires  off  right  hands.  Shawn  tries  a  piledriver  but  gets
reversed into the Walls instead. Shawn gets to a rope but
THANKFULLY the referee doesn’t break it. Instead HBK finds a
fire extinguisher from somewhere to spray in Chris’ eyes to
break the hold.

They go to the floor and Jericho goes into the barricade as
it’s all Shawn here. There’s a suplex on the ramp and both
guys are down. Here’s Lance Cade and Shawn beats him up too.
Cade gets in a shot to the arm though and Jericho wraps the



arm around the post for good measure. Jericho hits the arm
with  a  chair  as  Shawn  is  in  real  trouble.  They  set  to
Pillmanize the arm but Shawn kicks Cade into the ropes to
crotch Jericho. Chin Music puts Cade down and clocks Jericho
with the chair, sending him to the floor through the table.

Shawn works over Jericho with the chair now and loads up the
announcers’ table as per wrestling law. Cade is laid out on
the table while Jericho is on the floor. Shawn sets to go up
top but instead coems down and puts Jericho on top of Cade on
the table. Here’s your HUGE spot of the match as Shawn drops
an elbow onto the back of Jericho and pops up somehow. That
was awesome!

Back in the ring Shawn whips Jericho with the belt and won’t
let up. He pulls Jericho’s arm around his own neck (Jericho’s
arm is around Jericho’s neck) and pounds away at the eye as
the referee is begging him to have mercy. Shawn just doesn’t
care and goes back after the eye until in an unsanctioned
match, the referee stops it, drawing a very mixed reaction
from the crowd.

Rating: A-. This is one of those matches where blood would
have really improved things. Having Shawn in a white shirt and
having him covered in Jericho’s blood to end it and looking
down at himself and not caring how far he let it go would have
been a great ending. That being said, it’s still a great
revenge match as Jericho did everything imaginable to make the
fans hate him and it worked. Good stuff here, although the
lack of a clearer finish hurt it.

Shawn goes after Jericho again post match and superkicks the
referee when he tries to stop him. The fans are very pleased.

Legacy (Manu included) is in the back when Orton comes in.
Rhodes introduces Orton to (named) Manu and Manu praises the
champs. Orton says it was luck instead of skill. Orton says
talent  is  forever  but  luck  can  run  out,  so  no  he’s  not



impressed.

Smackdown World Title: Triple H vs. Jeff Hardy vs. The Brian
Kendrick vs. MVP vs. Shelton Benjamin

Same rules as earlier and Jeff starts with Shelton who is
currently a boring heel and US Champion. Shelton says he’s the
Gold Standard. Yep, that’s really the best they could come up
with him. Hardy grabs a rollup to start and they’re moving out
there. They kind of botch something as you could tell Shelton
was supposed to do something but Hardy moved. He immediately
grabs a headlock and you can hear him talking to Jeff. Snap
suplex gets two for Shelton.

JR talks about the Grand Slam Title and Hardy looking to
become the 7th Grand Slam winner ever. Hardy takes him to the
mat and gets a bunch of nearfalls. There’s the countdown and
Kendrick  (with  Big  Zeke  Jackson)  is  in  third.  He  was
channeling some serious Brian Pillman around this time too.
Zeke doesn’t come with him here for some reason. Kendrick
chills outside and Shelton tries to hook a German on Hardy off
the apron. Kendrick knocks Shelton to the floor, possibly by
mistake, and then goes after Hardy.

A forearm gets two on Hardy and Kendrick is all lit up. Jeff
grabs  a  faceplant  on  Kendrick  out  of  nowhere  and  becomes
Interim Champion in a POP. Back to Shelton now who Hardy
covers, probably out of instinct. Shelton misses a Stinger
Splash so Jeff rolls him up again. Twist of Fate is countered
into Shelton’s Paydirt finisher for two. Kendrick hits Sliced
Bread and is Interim Champion.

Up fourth is MVP and I have no idea if he’s a face or a heel.
The fans cheer for him so we’ll say face. He throws out the
white guys and beats on Shelton. MVP loads up the Drive By on
Shelton but Kendrick comes out of nowhere with a SICK leg
lariat to a huge reaction. Jeff is back in now and hits the
slingshot  dropkick  on  MVP  and  Shelton  at  the  same  time.



Shelton finally takes Kendrick down with a Samoan Drop.

Everyone knocks each other down as we’re waiting for HHH to
come in and dominate everything in sight. Kendrick counters a
Shelton powerbomb into a nice rana. Here’s HHH and Kendrick
has  been  Interim  Champion  for  five  minutes  plus  now.
Facebuster for MVP and a spinebuster for Kendrick sets up a
Pedigree to make HHH Interim Champion 48 seconds after his
music hit.

We’re under four minutes now as Shelton takes a beating from
HHH on the floor. MVP and Hardy are in the ring now and a
Twist of Fate makes Hardy the Interim Champion (POP) with
about 3 minutes left. Sliced Bread is kind of countered so
Hardy hits a sitout gordbuster and goes up for the Swanton.
HHH makes the save and Pedigrees Kendrick again to get the
title  at  2:00.  Jeff  Swantons  Kendrick  immediately  and  is
champion with 1:45 to go.

Pedigree is countered and we’re under 90 seconds. Hardy dives
on HHH and the other three do a Tower of Doom spot to put
everyone down at 40 seconds left. Whisper in the Wind to MVP
and a Swanton to Shelton. HHH runs back in for a Pedigree on
MVP and Hardy shows his idiocy by not breaking it up as HHH
wins  the  belt  back  with  1  second  left.  Hardy’s  time  was
coming.

Rating: B-. Nowhere near as good of a match as this was about
Hardy and HHH having another contest. HHH did his thing and is
somehow a 13 time champion or whatever. Not as good as the
first one because we all knew it would be Hardy or HHH at the
end  of  the  day.  Kendrick  was  shockingly  champion  for  the
longest amount of time while MVP never was anything more than
a bonus. The ending was stupid too with not breaking up that
cover which he saw.

Shawn says he’s not happy with what happened and he’ll be back
for more. He’s content but there’s no closure. He wants to



hurt Jericho like that every night and the worst is yet to
come for Jericho.

Punk is in the back when Orton comes up. He calls Punk a fluke
and Punk runs him down, saying he’s always hurt and all that
stuff. Punk says he’s busy at the moment when Legacy attacks.
Kofi tries to come in for the save but is beaten down also.
Punk gets Punted and is out cold. This wouldn’t be paid off
for over two years but they FINALLY got to it eventually.

Divas Title: Maryse vs. Michelle McCool

Michelle is champion. Michelle as a face just never worked.
She’s such a natural villain and her pumping her fist doesn’t
work at all. She hurts her knee going to the floor and Maryse
works on it as we’re waiting for the people to get back from
popcorn time to end this. Michelle works on Maryse’s leg in a
heel hook but she gets a rope. The fans are all over this
match already. A sitout gordbuster keeps the title on McCool.

Rating: D-. Michelle and Maryse are too hot to be a failure
but the match was terrible. NO ONE cared and that was very
clear. Nothing to see here and we’re moving on. Why this got
almost six minutes was crazy but I’d assume that it was due to
a long line at the Cena shirt booths. Horrible match.

Mike Adamle, the GM of Raw, says Punk is out of the title
match and that he’ll find someone else.

Here’s Big Show to chat for a bit. He offers his services to
replace Punk in the title match. Show says go vote and makes a
bunch of election references for some reason. He asks the fans
if they’ll vote for him and goes to leave but the still fat
Vickie waddles out. She blasts him for no apparent reason and
this  is  going  nowhere.  She  throws  him  out  and  that
causes…druids?

Show  is  laughing  as  a  casket  is  brought  out.  This  takes
FOREVER until Taker pops up on the screen. He says he’s coming



for her like he promised and she’ll burn and all that jazz.
Show holds Vickie there and this takes forever. Taker grabs
Vickie by the throat and Show turns heel, knocking Taker out.
The beating goes on for awhile because we have 15 people in
three matches so there’s almost no midcard to speak of.

We recap the Raw World Title match. Orton was on Raw and
called out Punk for disgracing the title. Orton was injured at
this point and Punk called him an afterthought. That set up
the punt earlier.

Regal is talking to Adamle and says he should be in the
Scramble. Adamle says he’s on the list but Punk might be able
to go.

Raw World Title: John Bradshaw Layfield vs. Batista vs. Kane
vs. Rey Mysterio vs. ???

Batista vs. JBL gets us going in the main event here. Batista
takes over quickly with power (duh) but JBL hooks a sleeper.
Big Dave breaks that quickly and throws on a pretty freaking
good Figure Four. It’s better than most HHH ever used. JBL no
sells the knee work and beats on Batista outside. Kane comes
in third and that wasn’t five minutes. That might not have
been four minutes.

He’s a heel here if you’re not all that up to date on your
Kane face/heel alignment. He hits his low dropkick and I guess
if no one gets a pin here, Punk is still champion? JBL is
still down so it’s one on one here. Side slam puts Batista
down and Kane misses the clothesline off the top. Batista
misses a spear but breaks out of the chokeslam. JBL pops back
in and walks into a chokeslam to make Kane Interim Champion.
Rey, complete with mowhawk, is in fourth and that wasn’t five
minutes either.

Rey knocks Kane to the floor but JBL comes back and pops him
in the face with a punch. He speeds things up but Kane ducks a
619 and takes Rey’s stupid looking mowhawked head off with a



clothesline. Batista and Rey team up to beat up Kane and then
Mysterio tries to steal a pin on Batista. JBL beats up various
people as the fifth man is….Chris Jericho. You know, because
no one is better suited than the guy that is walking slower
than an 80 year old woman.

Jericho gets in after 50 seconds of walking down the aisle,
only to have Batista spear him down. Now that just wasn’t
nice. Four minutes left and Batista takes everyone down. He
manages a big boot to Kane and gets two as Rey saves. Under
three minutes. 619 to JBL and Batista DESTROYS Rey as he’s
trying a springboard move. Rey just collapsed and it looked
awesome. Two minutes left and everyone is down. Kane gets up
and the clothesline gets two on Big Dave with 75 seconds left.
Batista spears Kane down with 53 to go and a spinebuster makes
Batista Interim Champion at 35 seconds. Rey goes after Batista
and Jericho steals a pin on Kane with 4 seconds left to win
the title.

Rating:  D+.  The  problem  was  that  once  Jericho  came  in,
everyone knew he was going to win. He was by far and away the
hottest thing in the company at this point though so you can’t
really argue putting the belt on him. Not a good match in the
slightest but Jericho winning was a great surprise and gave
Shawn vs. Jericho a new dynamic and a reason to continue,
which was a good thing.

Overall Rating: C+. Pretty decent show overall and definitely
something  different,  but  the  Scrambles  get  old  after  the
second  one.  The  LONG  Taker  vs.  Show  segment  is  annoying
because that feud was played 5 years before this show. Shawn
vs. Jericho is a great brawl and the ECW match is good, but
the rest is pretty weak stuff, especially since the lowest of
the Scrambles was the best.

Well I’m done with Unforgiven now and there’s not much to say
here. It’s just another B level show that had some good years
and some bad but it’s never something worth much. It’s the



Backlash of Summerslam and while that’s fine, it doesn’t make
for  a  ton  of  interesting  matches  and  stories  because
everything significant was done the month before. Next up will
be the Great American Bash.
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Allegedly we have a double main event tonight but in reality only one of
the matches has received any focus at all. The two matches are Sting vs.
Savage for the world title and Giant/Piper vs. Hogan/Nash in a bat match.
Take a guess as to which is getting all the attention. Hogan and Nash’s
problems have gotten nearly all the focus for the last few months and I’m
sure they’ll dominate the show tonight. Let’s get to it.

The opening video is about the power struggle in the NWO. Sting is there
too but why waste time on the guy you spent all of 1997 building up as
the great hope for WCW?

Something I miss about PPVs from this era: the sets were always unique.
Here there’s a western theme with covered wagons and bails of hay. Today
you just have the set except for the occasional show outside of
Wrestlemania. It’s a nice change of scenery.

Savage has had the cast removed from his arm and the main event is now No
DQ just because.

Perry Saturn vs. Goldberg

Goldberg is 73-0 and has a US Title shot tomorrow night on Nitro. He and
Saturn have been staring each other down for weeks now and this is
Goldberg’s toughest match to date. Goldberg is billed from Dawsonville,
Georgia which I never remember hearing before or after this show. Saturn
goes right after him with chops but Goldberg counters a leg lock into a
pumphandle suplex. Something resembling a belly to belly puts Saturn down
but Goldberg has to toss Kidman off the apron and onto Perry before
following up.

Back in and Saturn trips Goldberg down and hits a springboard legdrop to
keep him down. A middle rope splash gets one and Saturn takes him into
the corner for some kicks to the chest. Goldberg easily blocks a vertical
suplex into a swinging neckbreaker, followed by a gorilla press into a
World’s Strongest Slam for no cover. Kidman distracts Goldberg again



though and Saturn hits a release fisherman’s suplex to take over.

Out to the floor and Goldie is sent into the steps as Tenay talks about
how Goldberg has never gone this long before. A hurricanrana puts
Goldberg down on the floor again but Saturn slips off on what looked to
be an Asai Moonsault. Thankfully he landed on Goldberg or that could have
been much worse. Back in and a top rope spinwheel kick takes Goldberg
down and Saturn hooks a Fujiwara Armbar. Now it’s a cross armbreaker but
Goldberg lifts him up into a kind of powerbomb to escape.

A side slam puts Saturn down and there’s the Bret killer superkick for no
cover. There’s the spear but a Kidman distraction lets Saturn hit him low
to escape the Jackhammer. Saturn takes him to the middle rope but
Goldberg press slams him from said ropes. Cool looking move. Cue the
Flock but Goldberg fights them off (including a middle rope dropkick to
knock Reese off the apron) and spears Kidman. Saturn takes him down into
the Rings of Saturn but can’t get them on full. Goldberg powers his way
out into a fireman’s carry before powering Saturn up into the Jackhammer
to make it 74-0.

Rating: C+. This was better than I was expecting though Goldberg didn’t
look great throughout the match. To be fair though this was by far his
longest match to date despite it only running about eight minutes. They
did a good job of testing Goldberg here and the crowd was into him as
always. His career was about to take off and this was a good step for
him, though they made the winner of Page vs. Raven pretty clear here.

Ultimo Dragon vs. Chavo Guerrero Jr.

If Guerrero wins, he’s free of Eddie’s control but if he loses Eddie is
going to be twice as hard on him. Dragon has the awesome looking red,
white and green attire with a Mexican flag cape to match. The fans are
all over Eddie to start as Chavo takes Dragon to the mat and ties up his
legs. Dragon reaches around to grab a headlock before things speed up
with Dragon taking over via a legsweep. There’s the headstand in the



corner followed by Dragon’s kicks to put Chavo down again.

Eddie is hiding his head under a towel like he did on Thunder as Dragon
puts on a chinlock. That goes nowhere so Dragon changes it up to a
standing reverse figure four, only to have Chavo reverse into a bridging
Indian Death Lock with a chinlock. As usual that hold can’t stay on long
though so Chavo takes him down with a headscissors and stomps away in the
corner. We hit the chinlock on Dragon as the starting and stopping
continues.

Dragon fights out of a headscissors on the mat and hooks a camel clutch
chinlock of all things. That goes nowhere either so it’s a seated
surfboard (as in Dragon is sitting down and pulling on Chavo’s face) to
make Eddie apologize to Mama Guerrero. La Majistral gets two for Dragon
but he gets clotheslined down for two by Guerrero. They trade rollups for
two each but Chavo gets crotched on top to slow him down again.

Guerrero fights out of the super hurricanrana but Dragon suplexes him
from the apron to the floor. The Asai Moonsault puts both guys down so
Eddie can yell in Chavo’s face. Chavo gets back in first and tries a dive
but jumps over Dragon, barely grazing him on the way down.

Back in and they clothesline each other but it’s Dragon up first with an
enziguri. Dragon goes up but gets dropkicked low on the way down. Eddie
shouts to get him but Chavo doesn’t want it that way. Chavo eventually
tries a suplex but gets small packaged for two. A brainbuster puts Dragon
down but the tornado DDT is countered into the Dragon Sleeper for the
submission.

Rating: C+. More good storytelling with the Guerreros as Chavo has gone
from a pretty basic cruiserweight to a guy having morality issues and
wanting to get Eddie off his back. Eddie hasn’t been in the ring much
lately but he’s in his element yelling at Chavo and bringing up the
Guerrero Family in some hilarious moments. Good stuff here.



Diamond Dallas Page is on WCW.com, talking about going from pinning
Savage a year ago to the US Title match here tonight.

TV Title: Chris Benoit vs. Booker T

Booker is defending and there’s no time limit after two straight draws
between these guys. They lock up into the corner to start and it’s a
clean break by the two good guys. A shoulder sends Benoit to the mat and
then out to the floor, holding his head. Benoit seems to be ok though and
goes after Booker’s legs back in the ring. Booker superkicks him back to
the floor as the stalling continues. That might have something to do with
the show being in Denver, meaning the air is very thin and it can be
difficult to breathe.

Back in and Booker takes his head off with a clothesline for two before
we hit the armbar. Benoit gets bored of the rest hold though and takes
Booker into the corner for a mudhole stomping. Booker comes right back
with a backbreaker for two and it’s back to the armbar. Chris fights up
again and drapes him over the ropes before knocking him out to the floor.
Back in and a hard chop takes Booker down and a snap suplex gets two. Off
to the chinlock by the challenger as the wind clearly isn’t there for
either guy.

Back up again and Booker misses a dropkick and Benoit suplexes him down
again. The Swan Dive gets two but Booker comes back with a suplex of his
own to put both guys down again. A snap suplex from Chris gets two and a
belly to back gets the same. We’re past the regular TV Title time limit
and Benoit starts rolling Germans. Benoit takes him up top instead of
covering and drops Booker with a belly to back superplex to put both guys
down again.

A very delayed cover gets two for Chris but he walks into a spinebuster
to put both guys down again. Booker hits a flapjack and spins up, drawing
a mixed reaction. The ax kick accidentally takes out the referee and
Benoit grabs the Crossface, drawing an unseen tap. Benoit goes to hep the



referee but gets caught by the side kick for the pin to retain Booker’s
title.

Rating: C+. Good match here but the altitude was clearly taking its toll
on both guys. At the end of the day though, Benoit not getting a title is
getting annoying. He had the feud of the year with Raven, took the TV
Champion to two straight draws and still can’t get a title reign. The
match was good, but did you expect anything else from these two?

The referee is helped from the ring.

Curt Hennig vs. British Bulldog

This is one of those feuds that no one cares about but just won’t go
away. Rude and Neidhart will be handcuffed together to make sure we get
to see this enthralling match. Bulldog pounds away to start and stomps
Curt down in the corner before going after the hamstring. They head
outside with Neidhart pulling Rude away from interfering. Apparently
Hennig has a bad knee coming in so the leg work makes sense. Bulldog
kicks at the leg very slowly as Rude is pulled back again.

The slow motion continues as Bulldog is hitting the leg about twice a
minute before going for the Sharpshooter. A cop, who is clearly Vincent,
goes after Neidhart and gets choked down, allowing Rude to get a key and
unlock himself. Neidhart is cuffed to the post as Hennig escapes the hold
and sends Bulldog into the post for the pin, meaning the stuff outside
accomplished absolutely nothing.

Rating: F. The fact that this is on PPV makes it a failure alone. The
match was horrible too with the knee work taking forever and boring the
fans to death. At the end of the day though, no one cares about these
guys or this stupid feud because it’s somehow about Bret Hart despite him
barely being involved with it anymore. Without Bret, there’s no reason
for anyone to care about the matches at all, making this feud very
boring.



Bulldog and Neidhart get beaten down as the bell rings a lot, making this
segment even more annoying.

Cruiserweight Title: Chris Jericho vs. Prince Iaukea

Jericho has beaten almost everyone of note so Iaukea is one of the few
guys they have left to challenge him. Jericho is wearing a headband which
I don’t think has any reason for existing but is awesome anyway. He
dedicates this match to the fallen hero of WCW: Dean Malenko. Jericho
takes Iaukea to the ropes but gets caught in a wristlock.

Off to a headlock on Jericho but he flips out, only to be caught in the
headlock again. Back up and Jericho shoulder blocks him down but walks
into a dropkick. Really basic stuff so far and Iaukea hooks another
headlock. Jericho tries to skin the cat but gets dropkicked to the floor,
followed by a flip dive off the apron from the Prince. Back in and we hit
the headlock again because Iaukea is running out of offense.

Jericho drop toeholds him into the ropes and suplexes Iaukea down for
two. Time for a chinlock because this match was starting to get slightly
entertaining. Jericho slams him down and does his big strut. He takes WAY
too long on the top rope and jumps into the feet, giving Prince control
again. A Samoan drop and a springboard flip attack gets two but Jericho
counters a victory roll into the Liontamer, only to have Iaukea next to
the ropes.

Iaukea counters a middle rope sunset flip for two before both guys go to
the top and fall down to the floor in a somewhat scary scene. Back in and
the Liontamer is countered again but Jericho grabs the rope to escape the
northern lights suplex. Back up and Iaukea’s middle rope sunset flip is
countered into the Liontamer to finally end this.

Rating: D+. The buildup to this match was boring, Iaukea was incredibly
boring and the match itself was very boring. As I’ve said before, at the
end of the day there’s nothing interesting about Iaukea at all and any



number of guys could have done the same thing he did. Nothing to see here
other than a lot of headlocks and sunset flips.

Jericho steals Iaukea’s skirt thing for his trophy case.

Raven quotes Shakespeare to WCW.com.

Scott Steiner/Buff Bagwell vs. Lex Luger/Rick Steiner

Buff has his wrist in a cast but it doesn’t look too professional. JJ
comes out and says he thinks it’s fake so here’s a doctor to check the
injury. The wrist is fine so let’s fight. Seriously, this was created,
executed and ended in less than five minutes. Rick goes right for his
brother but gets jumped by Buff. Bagwell gets caught by a powerslam and a
Steiner Line but Scott gets in a cheap shot to put Rick down.

Scott comes in while Rick is down and chokes a bit before bringing Buff
back in. Buff slams him down and grabs the “injured” hand before getting
two. Back to Scott who gets two but runs back to Buff at the kickout.
Buff hooks the chinlock but lets it go to argue with the referee.

Back to Scott for a chinlock of his own, though he at least adds in a
knee to the back to spice things up a little. Rick charges into Buff’s
boots in the corner but catches him in a backdrop to put both guys down.
The hot tag brings in Luger but Scott breaks up a quick Rack attempt.
Rick nails Buff and it’s time for the showdown but Scott runs. The Rack
ends Buff a few seconds later.

Rating: D-. There was no reason whatsoever for this to be on the PPV. It
was a glorified Nitro match as the Steiners had about a minute of contact
but the real showdown still didn’t happen. That’s wrestling booking in
general: keep coming back for the next show to see the stuff you’re
interested in. The trick though is you have to give us those moments
eventually which rarely happened in WCW.



Call the hotline to find out who is in the back!

La Parka vs. Psychosis

This is a bonus match. La Parka dances a lot before chopping Psychosis
down. Psychosis comes back with chops of his own before sending La Parka
into the buckle. La Parka stands him on the top turnbuckle but Psychosis
jumps backwards into a headscissors takeover to send skeleton man to the
floor. A suicide dive takes La Parka down but he gets back inside first
anyway. Back in and a clothesline gets two on Psychosis before he’s sent
to the floor for a springboard split legged moonsault. Heenan: “Another
move I never thought of trying.”

Psychosis might have a bad shoulder but he launches La Parka face first
into the buckle. Not that it matters as La Parka kicks him in the head to
put Psychosis on the floor again. Back in and Psychosis tries a
springboard hurricanrana but can’t get up to the top for a few moments. I
guess the fans booing is better than their dead silence. Psychosis misses
a top rope splash and gets caught in an Alabama Slam for two. La Parka
poses on the ropes but gets dropkicked down, tying his legs up in the
ropes. The guillotine legdrop from Psychosis finally ends this torture.

Rating: D. It’s not easy to complain about free wrestling but man alive
this was dull stuff. There was no story to the match other than a
forgotten chair shot from a few weeks back. The match being very sloppy
didn’t help things either and the fans clearly weren’t pleased. Was Juvy
not available for this? He was always good at firing up a crowd which
would have helped things out a lot here.

The announcers talk for awhile to fill in even more time. Heenan goes
into some analogy comparing Savage to a wounded dog with a long series of
examples. Now they talk about the tension in the NWO and how it might be
a big swerve.

The Giant/Roddy Piper vs. Hollywood Hogan/Kevin Nash



This is a bat on a pole match. The idea here is Hogan and Nash can’t get
along at all and they’ll likely turn on each other. Piper immediately
goes for the bat but Hogan makes a save by ramming him into the pole.
Roddy gets caught in the Tree of Woe for some stomping before it’s off to
Nash to pull him out of the corner. Back to Hogan (literally all Nash did
was drag him to the other corner) for more old man offense but Piper
won’t sell any of it.

Roddy comes back with right hands and pulls off Hogan’s bandana. Piper
pulls out what’s left of Hogan’s hair, earning himself a poke in the eye.
Hogan takes him down again and goes up but Piper makes the easy tag to
Giant. The biggest man pulls Hogan down and spanks him, sending Hogan to
the floor in pain. Back in and Piper chokes Hollywood with the
weightlifting belt but a low blow allows for the tag off to Nash. It’s
time for the battle of the giants and Giant easily sends him into the
corner. Nash gets a boot up to stop the charging Giant and fires off his
usual stuff in the corner.

Kev walks away to pose but Giant snaps to his feet, setting up a double
big boot to put both giants down. The double tag brings in Piper to face
Hogan with Roddy pounding away to take over. Nash comes in and gets a low
blow as everything breaks down. Giant dropkicks Nash to the floor as
Piper puts Hogan in the sleeper. Piper goes up and gets the bat but Hogan
knocks it out of his hands and throws it away.

Cue Disciple with another bat so Hogan can blast Giant in the back of the
head. Piper avoids a shot to his bad hip and Hogan hits Nash by mistakes.
Now Piper gets the bat and knocks Hogan to the floor before knocking Nash
down. Disciple grabs Piper’s bat and throws Hogan the original bat so he
can blast Piper for the pin.

Rating: D. To the shock of no one paying attention, this match sucked. It
was basically the same thing they’ve been doing for weeks now with Nash
and Hogan accidentally hitting each other but the NWO standing tall
again. The biggest problem though is the quality of the match. Usually



good drama can hide the fact that a match sucks, but if it’s bad drama,
people notice how bad the match is. That’s what happened here and that’s
really bad when this was the main event for all intents and purposes.

Hogan tells Nash to powerbomb Giant but whacks Nash in the back with the
bat, basically throwing him out of the NWO. Giant breaks the bat over his
knee and swears vengeance on Hogan.

Slamboree ad, which they try to make sound more epic than Starrcade. Side
note: why did WCW have so many PPVs that began with the letter S? Souled
Out, SuperBrawl, Spring Stampede, Slamboree, Starrcade.

US Title: Diamond Dallas Page vs. Raven

Page is defending, Raven has the belt itself, this is under Raven’s Rules
and the winner gets Goldberg tomorrow. Sick Boy tries to interfere at the
beginning but gets a belt to the face for his efforts. Page shoves Raven
into the corner and pounds away to start before hitting a belly to back
suplex. A big dive to the floor takes out Raven and Sick Boy but Raven
knocks Page off the apron, reinjuring the ribs. Back in and Page counters
the Even Flow into a swinging neckbreaker for two.

Raven bails to the floor to avoid a Diamond Cutter and the fight heads up
to the set. Page throws Raven off a stagecoach into some bails of hay
before diving off said coach to take Raven down. Raven is thrown into a
corral and beaten down by a trashcan. Now Raven goes through another
wooden fence and suplexed onto the website table. Page is kicked into a
wall and Raven blasts him in the head with a piece of metal.

They head to some VIP area with Raven diving onto Page to send him
through a table. Raven pulls a bullrope off a horse and chokes Page down
before grabbing a trashcan. The can freaks Tony out, despite it being
used about two minutes ago. Raven wraps the rope around Page’s neck and
drags him back to the ring where Sick Boy has a kitchen sink. The sink is
only good for two for Raven and it’s back to the rope choking. Page



fights up and drop toeholds Raven onto the sink as Tony and Heenan make
plumbing jokes.

Kidman tries to interfere but splashes Raven by mistake, giving Page two.
Sick Boy blasts Page with a crutch to give Raven two so Raven calls in
the rest of the Flock. Hammer accidentally clotheslines Raven down so
Page knocks him out with a sink. A low blow puts Page down and here’s
Reese for a chokebomb, giving Raven another two count. Lodi throws in the
stop sign but Page knocks it into Raven’s face and takes out a few Flock
members. Kidman gets a Diamond Cutter but Horace Hogan debuts by hitting
Page with the stop sign, allowing Raven to DDT Page on the sink for the
pin and the title.

Rating: C. I’m not a fan of this garbage brawling style but this could
have been worse. It’s good that Raven finally won the title that he’s
been chasing for months and it makes sense as the numbers and style
finally caught up to Page. I wasn’t liking the way most of the brawling
was treated as comedy spots when the feud has been serious though. It was
a reversal of what had made the feud good up to this point and hurt the
match a good deal. Still though, not bad and a decent way to wrap the
feud up.

The announcers basically guarantee that Goldberg is winning the title
tomorrow night.

WCW World Title: Sting vs. Randy Savage

Alleged main event time. This is also No DQ because having three straight
hardcore/weapon based matches isn’t copying WWF and ECW at all. Sting,
the lamest of all lame duck champions, is defending here. Savage jumps
Sting during the entrances and sends him into the barricade as the bell
rings. Back in and Savage chokes a lot but hurts his bad hand throwing a
punch. Sting comes back with a shot to the ribs and we head back outside
again.



Savage walks up the aisle until Sting throws him through another wooden
fence. Sting sends him into the hay and through another fence before
hitting him with another bale of hay. Tony: “That can be very abrasive to
the skin.” Mr. Schiavone, don’t ever change. Back to ringside for the
missed Stinger Splash into the barricade and a posting by Savage. They
get in the ring for a change and Sting backdrops out of a piledriver,
only to have Savage punch him back down.

They head back to the floor because neither guy is interested in having a
match at the moment. Savage is suplexed on the floor and sent into the
barricade. Sting heads back inside but Randy hits him low and drapes him
over the top rope for two. Savage clotheslines Sting into the referee
before piledriving the champion down.

Sting no sells it by popping back up but has to no sell a Liz chair shot
instead of going after Savage. Liz gets hit by the Stinger Splash so
Savage lays him out with a chair. Cue Hogan of course to break up the
elbow and Sting hits a quick Death Drop but there’s no referee. Nash
comes in and powerbombs Sting down, giving Savage the pin and the title.
There’s a problem though: Savage is holding his knee, which would wind up
being a torn ACL.

Rating: D. This was an angle with a few wrestling moves thrown in to pad
things out. At least it ends the joke that was Sting’s title reign so we
can get the focus back on that earth shattering Hogan vs. Nash feud.
That’s the focus of this match: the power struggle in the NWO. Sting
looks like nothing as 1997 is pretty much left in the dust lie it never
happened. Nice work on that WCW.

The last shot of the show is Hogan yelling that Savage has his belt and
that Nash will pay.

Overall Rating: D+. This was almost exactly what was expected: a dull
show that kept us in the same loop we’ve been in for months with the
focus entirely on the NWO once again. None of the matches here were worth



seeing other than maybe Goldberg vs. Saturn to see Goldberg’s first match
with some length to it. Other than that we had a bunch of feuds that no
one cared about and more worthless angle advancement. Where was Bret, who
said that anytime Sting needed him he’d be there? Apparently dealing with
Savage, Hogan and Nash doesn’t warrant Bret’s help? Bad show here as WCW
is getting into big trouble in a hurry.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/05/24/spring-stampede-1998-with-bales-
of-hay-and-covered-wagons/
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Thunder  –  April  16,  1998:
Bret Hart….In A Match?
Thunder
Date:  April 16, 1998
Location: Fargodome, Fargo, North Dakota
Commentators: Lee Marshall, Tony Schiavone, Bobby Heenan

It’s the final show before Spring Stampede and by now the news has broken
that Nitro lost in the ratings on Monday for the first time in nearly two
years. It should be interesting to see if things change up at all tonight
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to try to right the ship. Other than that tonight is going to be the
final push for the PPV, meaning more NWO whether anyone likes it or not.
Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of the main event from Nitro with Bret Hart cleaning
house to save Sting.

NWO video on Buff Bagwell, showing him looking in a mirror.

Buff Bagwell vs. Rick Steiner

Rick throws his collar around to get Vincent off the apron before scaring
Buff to the floor as well. Buff armdrags him down and poses so Rick
punches him in the face. An atomic drop and a clothesline put Buff on the
floor as Lee wonders who brought Scott Steiner to the NWO. Didn’t we
cover that like months ago? Back in and Buff pounds away at Rick’s head,
which actually has an effect. Buff’s middle rope ax handle is caught in
mid air and Rick throws him around a few times. Rick loads up the bulldog
but here’s Scott Steiner to shove him off the top for the DQ.

Rating: D+. Nothing to see here with the whole match existing tos et up
something else at Spring Stampede. They’ve been pushing this battle of
the Steiners for months now but there’s no sign of the actual showdown
coming. Then again why bother pursuing a match that could be a big deal
and bring in some money when you can keep pushing Buff Bagwell?

Hogan is amused at Savage’s injuries and is ready to take the title back
from Sting soon.

Here’s Nash with something to say. He’s tired of hearing Hogan talking
about how amazing he is because Hogan is afraid. Nash should be champion
right now and would be if not for Hogan and then Hart interfering in his
title shots. Bret made a huge mistake by messing with Nash on Monday and
Hart will be dealt with. Back to Hogan: if he doesn’t do what he’s
supposed to do on Sunday, Nash will drive a stake through his heart. He’s
ready for Giant and Piper and tonight he’s ready for Sting and Bret with
Savage as his partner. Just hyping up the big tag matches here.

We get the same video on Goldberg from Nitro.



Goldberg vs. Barry Darsow

Goldberg vs. Saturn is official for Sunday. Barry tries to match power
with Goldberg and is easily run over and thrown into the corner. Heenan:
“This could be a very hair raising experience for Barry Darsow.” Darsow
is bald if that clears anything up. Barry sends him over the top and out
to the floor but Goldberg comes right back in with the spear. The
Jackhammer makes it 73 in a row.

We get the same video on Page vs. Raven from Nitro.

Here’s JJ Dillon to say that the winner of Page vs. Raven has to defend
the US Title against Goldberg on Monday night. I’m jumping the gun a bit
here but that means that both of Goldberg’s title shots this year have
been announced four days in advance. You would think he’d get more hype
than that.

TV Title: Booker T vs. Rick Fuller

Booker fires off kicks and forearms to start, only to run into a
powerslam from the much bigger Fuller. Fuller slams him down again but
misses a charge into the corner and walks into a spinebuster. The ax kick
and side kick set up the missile dropkick to retain Booker’s title.
Squash for the most part.

Recap of Hogan vs. Nash, despite them not being opponents anytime soon.

Tony announces Scott Steiner/Buff Bagwell vs. Lex Luger/Rick Steiner at
the PPV. Scott Steiner comes out to say he and Buff aren’t showing up
because his parents don’t want to see him fight his brother.

Chris Benoit vs. Scott Norton

Benoit pulls Vincent to the floor for some chops before going in and
being chopped down by Norton. A few elbow drops have Benoit in trouble
and a slam puts him down again. Benoit comes back with some chops but
Norton just punches him down with no selling at all. A splash in the
corner crushes Benoit and a shoulder sends him all the way to the floor.

Benoit avoids a charge into the post but Norton is back inside first and



still in control with a powerslam. Chris escapes a shoulder breaker and
takes Norton down with two German suplexes. Norton charges into the post
and gets caught in the Crossface, only to have Vincent come in for the DQ
immediately.

Rating: D+. What’s the point in Benoit even being out there if Norton
won’t sell a single bit of his offense? Norton went into the post twice,
both off his own power, and still wouldn’t stay down. Also for the
thousandth time or so, WHY CAN SCOTT NORTON NEVER LOSE A CLEAN FALL???
Benoit is going into a PPV title match but can only get a DQ win over
Norton because…..I’m thinking Scott Norton has photos of Eric Bischoff
smoking crack while wearing women’s lingerie and shoving an old lady down
a flight of stairs.

Post match Booker comes in for the save but gets shoved down for his
efforts.

Here’s Giant with Piper on his shoulders and something to say. Giant
steps over the top rope with Piper still on his shoulders. That’s rather
impressive. Piper rambles on and on as he is known to do. His odd line of
this promo: “What’s the opposite of Big Sexy? Pee Wee Herman?” Piper gets
off Giant’s shoulders and pretends he’s a tiger that has to be tamed. He
spends the next minute and a half or so saying he and Giant will win.
Piper: “We’ll bring the bat, you bring the balls.” Again, someone keep
Piper away from live mics. Please?

Curt Hennig vs. Super Calo

Rude is on commentary as usual. Curt easily takes Calo down and hits a
quick Hennig Necksnap for no cover. Calo avoids a charge in the corner
and gets one off a quick missile dropkick. Curt will have none of that
and stomps Calo down before ending him with the Hennigplex. Squash.

Cruiserweight Title: Chavo Guerrero Jr. vs. Chris Jericho

During the entrances, Tony rants about how WCW delivers the matches they
promise, in reference to Austin vs. McMahon not happening. I would say I
remember Ric Flair talking about that last week, but he never showed up
as advertised. Chavo pounds away to start, only to get kicked in the ribs



and suplexed down for two. Jericho charges into a boot in the corner and
gets clotheslined down for two as well as Chavo stays in it. An atomic
drop sets up a rollup for two more on Jericho but he trips Guerrero up
and hooks an early Liontamer. Chavo crawls over to the ropes but Eddie
slaps his hand away twice, forcing Chavo to tap out.

After the quick match, Iaukea comes out with the scale from last week to
knock Jericho off of Chavo. They fight to the back, leaving Eddie and
Chavo alone in the ring. Uncle Eddie calms Chavo down and says that if
Chavo beats Jericho on Sunday, he’s free. Chavo is facing Ultimo Dragon
on Sunday but at least there’s a story to the match now.

Here are Hogan, Bischoff and Disciple with something to say. After Eric
sucks up to Hogan for awhile, he talks about realizing what he had when
Hogan came to WCW in 1994. Hogan runs down Savage and Nash and
understands why they’re both jealous of him. He brags about the 3 Ninjas
movie and being on the Tonight Show before saying he should get the next
world title shot because he’s just that awesome. Nothing much to see here
and he didn’t even mention his opponents for Sunday.

Here’s JJ with something to say. First of all, Goldberg will receive his
first major title shot this Monday on Nitro. This confirms one of two
things: either the TV Title, which Goldberg had a shot at last year,
isn’t a major title or WCW doesn’t remember matches that happened five
months ago. Also, due to Savage’s injuries, there might have to be a
replacement in the world title match. The options would be either DDP,
Nash or Hogan. JJ says Savage can wrestle on Sunday if he has a doctor’s
clearance, but tonight he just can’t be wearing a cast.

This brings out Savage to say that JJ should be outside watching for red
and yellow Vipers that are running over people. JJ says there’s no
concrete evidence as to who attacked Savage so he needs a doctor’s
clearance and no cast on Savage’s arm. Savage says he’s getting the title
shot on Sunday no matter what.

Giant vs. Bryan Adams

Nothing match as Giant shrugs off Adams’ offense (including Adams going
up top and just falling off) and kicks him in the face, only to have



Vincent run in to break up the chokeslam and draw the DQ.

Post match the B team comes in but gets destroyed as well.

Video on Raven.

Silver King vs. Perry Saturn

Saturn side steps a fast dropkick and hits a running elbow in the corner,
only to get caught in a tornado DDT. Saturn avoids a charge in the corner
and superplexes King down before the Rings of Saturn gets the submission.

Video on Diamond Dallas Page.

Page says to say he’s ready for Raven but thinking about fighting
Goldberg gets him even more jacked up. Goldberg and his buddy Jack Hammer
has been running through WCW and Page wants to know if Goldberg can be
banged. He’s getting his belt back on Sunday, but the fans are oddly
silent during this entire speech.

Sting/Bret Hart vs. Randy Savage/Kevin Nash

Tony goes off about how they’ll deliver what they promised no matter
what. Savage has the cast on, despite JJ saying he couldn’t wear one
tonight. Bret and Savage get things going but Nash comes in before any
contact is made. Nash and Bret pound each other into the corner with Nash
hammering Bret in the back to take over. There’s the foot choke in the
corner but Nash charges into a boot in the opposite corner.

Bret clotheslines Nash down and fires off right hands before bringing in
the world champion. Savage gets the tag and is put in the Scorpion about
ten seconds later. Nash pulls Randy out to the floor for a long stall
before it’s Bret vs. Nash again. Bret escapes Snake Eyes by shoving Kevin
into the corner, only to be punched in the face for his efforts. There’s
the side slam but Hart avoids the elbow, only to have Savage break up the
Sharpshooter.

Nash puts on a sleeper of all things but Bret suplexes his way to
freedom. A double tag brings in Savage and Sting but Nash breaks up the
Stinger Splash as everything breaks down. Nash and Bret fight to the



floor and the Stinger Splash hits Savage’s cast. Savage goes up for the
elbow and waits forever until Hogan and Disciple run in for the DQ
because why would a world title match need story development?

Rating: D. This was the usual lazy main event match from all parties
involved. Savage being injured excuses his lack of effort but the other
three guys just looked bored out there. To be fair though Bret has
nothing to do, Sting is the lamest of all lame duck champions and Nash is
Nash so why bother trying at all?

Post match Hogan goes after Savage’s bad arm but Nash makes the save to
end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. This is a strange one to grade as the show did a good
job of building up to Spring Stampede, but Spring Stampede is one of the
least interesting shows in a long time. Why they don’t just do Nash vs.
Hogan is beyond me, but I’d guess neither guy was willing to do a job for
whatever reason they always gave. The show had its moments but the NWO
drags it down as usual.

Here’s Spring Stampede if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/09/07/spring-stampede-1998-
2013-redo-here-lies-1997-we-hardly-knew-ye/
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Smackdown  –  September  6,
2013: Unlucky Number Seven
Smackdown
Date:  September 6, 2013
Location: Target Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Commentators: John Bradshaw Layfield, Michael Cole

We’re almost three weeks into the new Corporation and not a lot has
really changed. Daniel Bryan is still getting destroyed every week, the
roster still won’t help him and it still makes all the good guys look
like cowards who won’t stand up for anyone. The other main story is Punk
vs. Heyman which is set for a handicap tag at Night of Champions. After
that I could see the two stories merging with Punk helping Bryan in his
war with the Corporation. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of Cody getting a match against Orton and losing his
job as a result. No mention of Bryan and Big Show in the intros here.

Opening sequence.

HHH and the GM’s are in the ring (with a red carpet) and the roster on
the stage with Shield standing guard at ringside. HHH says as of Monday,
Cody Rhodes is no longer a WWE Superstar. He talks about Cody being
insubordinate to the COO of the WWE, making him disrespectful to the fans
since HHH is the WWE. How long do you think he’s wanted to say that line?
He gave Cody a chance to fight for his job but Rhodes lost, meaning Cody
Rhodes fired Cody Rhodes.

That was hard since HHH is friends with the Rhodes Family but as COO he
has to make some hard decisions. However, tonight he’s going to allow for
an open forum for any superstar to air their grievances. No one says
anything so HHH begs them to open up to him so he can work hard for

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/09/06/smackdown-september-6-2013-unlucky-number-seven/
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everyone here. Damien Sandow supports the firing of Cody Rhodes because
Cody embodied everything that was bad for business.

HHH says he appreciates that but doesn’t want this to be all about
kissing up to him. Kofi Kingston goes to the mic and says the entire
locker room has been living in fear since Cody was fired and that’s not
good for business. HHH took Cody’s livelihood away and that makes
everyone else live in fear. HHH is about to respond but 3MB cuts him off
to complain about Big Show just standing around watching everything. Oh
and thank you HHH for having an awesome management style.

RVD comes to the mic and says HHH brought him back to WWE a few months
ago. Rob expected things to be better now but the vibe isn’t very cool
around here. HHH: “I’ve been waiting since 2000 to have RVD call me
dude.” HHH thinks Rob is still cool and asks to hear from someone else.

Ryback is tired of being called a bully and HHH agrees because it wasn’t
Ryback’s fault Ziggler was hurt on Raw. Therefore tonight it’s Ryback vs.
Ziggler again. HHH stops for a minute to say that Daniel Bryan isn’t here
because Bryan thinks he’s above everyone else on the stage. Tonight it’s
Bryan vs. a member of the Shield of Bryan’s choice. HHH thanks the stars
for their honesty and gives Kofi a non-title match against Curtis Axel.
RVD gets a non-title match as well against Randy Orton. Orton gets his
big introduction to end this segment.

Time for a sidebar. This segment shows a lot of what’s wrong with this
whole story: it’s a HHH story and everyone else is just there. A few
weeks ago after Bryan destroyed the Escalade, HHH said Orton was just
holding the WWE Title for him. Tonight HHH said he was the WWE. The guys
that all said stuff were treated to HHH’s unfunny jokes as HHH tries to
be a cool heel.

Much like the far too long feud with Lesnar, this is a HHH story which we
don’t need. Everyone else is just there in the background but it’s HHH
front and center every week. More people are going to be elevated



throughout the story but so far it’s only pushed HHH. It’s still
entertaining and has potential, but there’s too much HHH dominance so far
and it’s hurting things.

Randy Orton vs. Rob Van Dam

Del Rio sits in on commentary. Rob starts with some shoulder into the
ribs and a kick to the face for two. Another kick to the face gets two
more and a slingshot legdrop has Randy writhing around on the mat. A top
rope kick to the face gets two for Rob but Orton counters Rolling Thunder
into a powerslam for two. Orton stomps Van Dam’s head but Rob comes back
with yet another kick for two. The fans chant for ECW as Randy pounds
away at Rob’s head for two.

Rob comes back with the fifth kick to the face of the match as Del Rio
says Ricardo was stealing money from him, hence the split. We head to the
floor with Orton being draped across the barricade, only to move from
Rob’s kick to the back. I don’t think I’ve ever seen that move miss
before. Back in and Orton goes after the leg with a Robinsdale Crunch
before stopping to pose.

Randy throws him back to the floor and we take a break. Back with Rob
fighting out of the chinlock and getting two off a superkick and a
standing moonsault. A spinwheel kick in the corner staggers Orton but he
avoids a monkey flip and kicks Rob’s leg out for two. The Elevated DDT
puts Rob down but the RKO is countered with, say it with me, a kick to
the head. A rollup gets two for Rob and now Rolling Thunder connects.

The Five Star misses and Rob rolls to the floor for a second, only to
come back in for another kick to Randy’s face. Alberto gets off
commentary and sends Ricardo into the post, drawing Rob into a dive to
the floor, taking Del Rio out. Randy sends RVD into the announce table
and hits the Elevated DDT on the floor (the same move that wrote RVD out
of the WWE six years ago, not mentioned here of course) before the RKO
gets the pin at 10:18 shown of 13:18.



Rating: B-. Good match here with Orton continuing to turn his usual spots
into heel moves quite well. I’m not wild on the booking idea of having
both the champion and the challenger losing as we head into the PPV but
such is life as the World Heavyweight Champion in the WWE anymore. At
least Orton is still looking strong.

Post match Del Rio beats up Rob and puts him in the cross armbreaker.

Daniel Bryan says that he wasn’t invited to the town hall meeting and the
only attitude problem he has is that he wants to be WWE Champion. Shield
can pick a member to face him because any of them are fine with him.

AJ runs into Layla, Aksana and Alicia Fox (who is at least six inches
taller than all three of them) and says that she’d rather face any of
them rather than the Total Divas because the three of them are actual
wrestlers. AJ has a plan.

Dolph Ziggler vs. Ryback

This is a rematch from Monday where Ambrose jumped Ziggler before the
match. Ziggler escapes a quick gorilla press and low bridges Ryback out
to the floor. Back in and Ziggler hits a quick dropkick but misses a
splash into the corner to give Ryback control. Dean Ambrose jumps in on
commentary out of nowhere and goes into that creepy voice of his.

Ryback puts on a bearhug and gets a two count out of it before lifting
Ziggler back into the air. A BIG DDT gets Dolph out of trouble and he
pounds away on Ryback in the corner. Dolph gets two off a neckbreaker and
the Fameasser gets the same. Ryback knocks Ziggy to the floor but misses
a charge into the steps. Ziggler goes after Ambrose but walks into the
Meat Hook to take his head off. Back in and the Shell Shock ends Ziggler
at 4:32.

Rating: C. This was more angle advancement for Ziggler vs. Ambrose than



anything else but it’s good to see Ryback getting some wins in his new
persona. Ziggler’s fall from grace continues but I guess a US Title shot
is better than nothing. The fans did seem more into Ziggler than usual so
maybe the fighting against odds idea might work for him.

Curtis Axel vs. Kofi Kingston

Non-title. They fight over a top wristlock to start and the fans are
entirely behind the hometown boy Axel here. Axel takes him to the mat as
we open with some nice chain wrestling. Off to a headlock by Axel but
Kofi fights out for the double leapfrog and jumping back elbow to the
jaw. Curtis has a quick consultation with Heyman and walks right into a
headscissors.

Kofi dropkicks him to the floor but Axel steps to the side before Kofi
can launch the suicide dive. Instead Axel tries to send Kingston into the
steps, only to have Kofi jump over the steps, turn around and use the
steps as a springboard for a clothesline. A Heyman distraction lets Axel
shoulder Kofi to the floor and we take a break. Back with Axel holding a
chinlock but Kofi comes back with kicks to the ribs. Axel will have none
of that though and hits a clothesline to the back of the head for a close
two.

The fans want to see a PerfectPlex but instead they get Axel jumping into
Kofi’s boots to put both guys down. Kofi speeds things up but walks into
a great looking dropkick for two more. The dueling chants begin but Kofi
misses a charge into the corner and gets caught in a quick Tree of Woe.
Not that it matters as Kofi escapes and hooks the SOS out of nowhere for
the pin at 6:44 shown of 9:44.

Rating: C. This was nothing special and the ending came from way out of
left field. I guess the idea they’re going for is Axel could lose at any
time to Punk and leave Heyman alone but it didn’t do this match any
favors. Also it’s not like this does much for Kofi as he’s perpetually in
the midcard title hunt. Not a bad match but the sudden ending hurt it a



bit.

We get the Bray Wyatt promo from Raw on Kane disappearing while talking
about Icarus. The myth, not the indy guy.

Heyman is panicking over what might happen at the PPV when Renee asks him
about that very thing. Paul calls tonight an error in judgment and takes
the blame instead of putting it on Axel. Renee says that Punk has
promised to give Heyman the beating of his life which freaks Paul out
even worse.

Naomi vs. Brie Bella

Have we ever gotten an explanation of why she’s Naomi in WWE and Trinity
on Total Divas? Brie kicks her down and puts on a chinlock while shouting
that she’ll be Divas Champion. Trinity fights out and hits a flipping
clothesline for two before they tumble to the floor where AJ, Alicia,
Aksana and Layla run to the ring for the DQ at 1:39.

The Total Divas are beaten down and AJ declares herself Divas Champion.
This is somewhat booed, which makes me chuckle as they’re really going
with the Total Divas as the good people here.

Los Matadores are coming.

Real Americans vs. Usos

Antonio now has a We The People cape, making him even more amazing than
he was before. Cesaro charges right at Jey with a dropkick at the bell to
send him to the floor. Swagger gets the tag and runs Jey down with a
clothesline on the floor before heading back inside. The Vader Bomb
crushes Jey and a double stomp from Cesaro makes it even worse. Back to
Swager for a double arm trap but Jey fights up and backdrops Jack to the
floor.



The hot tag brings in Jimmy who throws Antonio to the floor and hits a
big dive to take him down again. Back in and the running Umaga attack in
the corner gets two as Swagger saves. Jey superkicks Cesaro down and
loads up the Superfly Splash but Swagger shoves him right into the
European uppercut for the pin by Cesaro at 3:37. Jey sold that perfectly
by stopping cold on impact and looking like he ran into a building.

Rating: C. This started slowly but the ending helped a lot. I’m glad to
see Cesaro winning again but he needs to get away from Swagger. Jack is
such damaged goods at this point and it’s dragging Cesaro down. Antonio
could be a great choice for the corporate enforcer if treated as a
serious threat, but instead he’s having to drag Swagger along with him.

HHH comes up to see Big Show and gives him a handicap match against 3MB
for what they said earlier. Big Show can use the like stress balls.

The Raw ReBound covers the Big Show/HHH/Bryan stuff that closed the show.

Big Show vs. 3MB

Slater is the first lamb to be slaughtered and Show takes out the knee.
The other two are knocked to the floor and the carnage begins. Show
unleashes the chops on Mahal’s chest and spears Drew in half. Back in and
a double chokeslam takes out Mahal and McIntyre but it’s the WMD to pin
Slater at 2:35. Exactly what you would expect here.

Shield comes out as Show leaves but HHH takes the giant to the back.

Seth Rollins vs. Daniel Bryan

Reigns steps forward to distract Bryan and give Seth a cheap shot to
start. Bryan comes back with a knee to the ribs and fires off the kicks
to a kneeling Rollins. A Cactus Clothesline sends both guys to the floor
but Bryan heads inside with Shield closing in on him. Rollins knocks him



back to the floor and kicks Bryan in the side of the head for two. Off to
a chinlock for a bit before Bryan comes back with forearms and a release
German suplex. Bryan hits the corner dropkick and its missile cousin for
two.

Back up and Bryan fires off more kicks but the Rollins ducks the
roundhouse kick and shoves Daniel to the apron. An enziguri puts Bryan on
the floor and Reigns gets in a cheap shot to take Bryan down. Bryan is
whipped into the steps but Rollins’ top rope knee is countered into the
YES Lock. A Reigns distraction breaks it up though and Bryan hits the
FLYING GOAT to take out Roman. Not that it matters though as the running
knee to the head pins Rollins at 6:06.

Rating: C+. This was the usual fast paced match these two are expected to
have but the limited time they had kept it from being great. It’s good to
see Bryan get a clean pin over one of the guys that has tormented him for
weeks now so at least he didn’t get crushed again. Nice main event here
but it needed a few more minutes.

Bryan bails to escape Shield and poses on the stage…..but Orton lays him
out with the belt to end the show. This would be the seventh consecutive
show to end with Daniel Bryan laid out since he won the WWE Championship.

Overall Rating: C. This was just ok. We didn’t get much development
tonight and the show ended with Bryan laid out yet again. They have to do
something by Night of Champions but they kind of put the brakes on Big
Show’s story tonight. Instead of being all upset he was given a bone by
HHH and was on screen for about five minutes all night. Nothing to see
here but it was an acceptable use of two hours.

Results

Randy Orton b. Rob Van Dam – RKO

Ryback b. Dolph Ziggler – Shell Shock



Kofi Kingston b. Curtis Axel – SOS

Naomi vs. Brie Bella went to a double DQ when Layla, Alicia Fox, Aksana
and AJ Lee interfered

Real Americans b. Usos – European Uppercut to Jey Uso

Big Show b. 3MB – WMD to Slater

Daniel Bryan b. Seth Rollins – Running knee to the head

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews, and pick up my
new book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon
for just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Thought of the Day: Stars Do
Not Make The Match
By  that I mean rating stars. I was reading a summary of Vince
Russo’s  latest  shoot  interview  and  he  mentioned  that  the
casual fans don’t care about a match being four stars and
lasting twenty minutes with great workrate.  In something that
isn’t often said, Russo is exactly right on this point. 
Casual fans care about the story and having fun on any given
night.  Look at what is considered the greatest match ever:
Randy Savage vs. Ricky Steamboat.  Do you think the match
would be as beloved as it was if not for the basic backstory
(Savage injured Steamboat and Steamboat is here for revenge)? 
The fans wanted to see Steamboat get his revenge and the fact
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that the match is a masterpiece helps a lot, but it’s not the
main reason most fans liked it.

 

In  other  words,  booking  for  the  fans  that  want  long  and
entertaining matches is a bad idea, as most fans get bored and
change the channel for stuff like that.


