
December  to  Dismember:  The
Worst Selling Show In Company
History
December to Dismember
Date: December 3, 2006
Location: James Brown Arena, Augusta, Georgia
Attendance: 4,800
Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

So this is more or less considered the standard for worst WWE
PPV of all time. There are quite a few reasons for that and
I’d say it’s likely true. Number one is Vince McMahon. Heyman
was told to run this show and he put together a run sheet and
the endings to matches etc.

Since Big Show had made it clear that he was leaving the
company as soon as his contract was up two days after the
show, the title change was clearly coming. Heyman’s original
idea was Punk and Show start the Chamber match and Punk gets
Show to tap out inside of four minutes. Punk liked it, Heyman
liked it, Show LOVED it, the writers liked it, Vince hated it.

Vince  insisted  on  Lashley  getting  the  belt  and  a  massive
celebration ending the show. Heyman said allegedly three or
four times that this was going to bomb. It did indeed bomb and
guess what happened. Yep, Vince blamed Heyman for the whole
thing and Paul quit/was thrown out. The second issue here is
that we had seen Survivor Series SEVEN DAYS EARLIER.

Yeah, this is our second PPV in two weeks, so of course the
buyrate was through the floor. That was of course Heyman’s
fault too. Finally, this was called an ECW show. The problem
was it was more or less a really long episode of the TV show
with a bit main event. This wasn’t like the TV show now
either. This was back when the show was awful and more or less
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held together with tape and gum every week. Let’s get this
over with.

Of course the opening video is all about the Chamber. Oh, it’s
an EXTREME Elimination Chamber as the four in pods will all
have weapons. Give me a break.

Joey says this show might be infamous. That’s just amusing. He
follows this by freaking up and saying there will be a new
champion tonight. Thanks for the spoiler Joey.

MNM vs. Hardys

This was an open challenge that was accepted by MNM. Who cares
that neither was on ECW at the time? This was one of two
matches announced for the show. What does that tell you? MNM
beat up the Hardys on Tuesday and that’s all there is to it.
Jeff is IC Champion here by the way. Matt and Mercury start us
off.

The Hardys are dominating and throw in a spin cycle which is
always a cool move. It’s like a double suplex but they spin
the other guy around. It’s hard to explain. And now we get the
weird part of this: ECW chants by fans that actually think
this is a real ECW show. They start a she’s a crack w****
chant at Melina and no one knows how to react to it.

Matt  hits  splash  mountain  on  Nitro  (Morrison)  for  two.
Apparently Melina has herpes. This show really was doomed from
the  start  on  this.  I  didn’t  know  Scott  Armstrong  was
refereeing this far back. Tazz isn’t helping things either
with his idiotic commentary. To be fair though, he could be
far more annoying, like that scream from Melina.

Tazz throws in that Cole doesn’t like women. If true, I’m not
entirely surprised. In a funny bit, MNM go for the Twist of
Fate and Swanton but Matt fights off and gets the hot tag to
Jeff. Matt hits a Pescado on Mercury which is more or less



caught and reversed to set up the big pile of aerial moves
which never gets old.

Jeff misses the Swanton as Mercury pulls Nitro out. This has
been pretty good so far. Tazz gets off on the screaming I
think. Morrison looks weird with blonde hair. It’s MNM in
control now as they beat up Jeff. Yeah Tazz is driving me
crazy. Melina is a crack w**** again apparently. It amazes me
that she was more or less just the sexy valet at this point
and became a great worker (by comparison) in just a few years.

They’re being given a lot of time if nothing else as we’re
about 15 minutes into this and there seems to be a good amount
of time to go in it. Is Tazz supposed to be Jerry Lawler or
something? If he is he’s somehow more annoying than Jerry if
that’s  possible.  Jeff  gets  a  Whisper  in  the  Wind  out  of
nowhere to set up the tag to Matt.

In a cool spot, Jeff is tagged back in and goes up. Matt tries
to set Mercury up for a powerbomb by handing him to Jeff but
Nitro makes the save and then shoves Mercury up to Jeff so he
can  hit  a  hurricanrana.  That  was  freaking  cool.  Nitro
accidentally dropkicks Melina and Jeff rolls him up for a LONG
two.

Jeff takes the Snapshot but Matt makes the save. This is
awesome stuff now. MNM sets for a top rope Snapshot but Matt
saves with a double cutter to let Jeff hit a Swanton onto both
of them for the pin. By the way, the Snapshot is Nitro holding
up the other guy and Mercury hitting an elevated DDT.

Rating: B+. This was very good stuff as they were given a lot
of time and it worked very well. This was a way to let MNM
look good, even though at the end of the day they weren’t even
the best tag team that Morrison was even a part of. Either way
this was good stuff and it worked very well. Definitely good,
but the show would go all downhill from here.

Van Dam says he’ll win the title tonight.



Matt Striker vs. Balls Mahoney

See what I mean about them not advertising anything? I think
you can see why based on this one alone. They had been feuding
back in the day and no one cared so let’s have people pay to
see the “blowoff” to it. They kept saying that Striker was a
former teacher that had to resign but it was never explained
why: he got in trouble for going to wrestle at night.

The  match  tonight  is  under  Striker’s  Rules,  meaning  very
strict. There is no eye gouging, no hair pulling, no top rope
moves, and no foul language. I didn’t know that Bill Watts
booked ECW. Balls comes out to a bad cover of Big Balls. They
make jokes about Striker having a picture of himself on his
tights.

If there has ever been a match that belonged on TV, this is
it. It’s ok, but it’s certainly not worth paying anything for.
After even more boring stuff, this time mainly arm work from
Balls, he hits the Nutcracker Sweet, of course not called that
here, to get the win.

Rating: D. Not only was it boring, but this was something
people  had  to  pay  to  see  without  it  being  mentioned  or
advertised. Other than the opener and the main event, that’s
the case all around tonight actually. You’re starting to get
the idea why this show is considered awful.

Punk is getting ready.

Sabu is hurt and Hardcore Holly is replacing him in the main
event. The fans, knowing what’s going on, loudly chant bull at
this.

Sylvester Terkay/Elijah Burke vs. F.B.I.

This FBI is Guido and Tony Mamaluke. Burke is the Pope from
TNA, and yet, he’s still overrated and more or less worthless.
“But KB, he can talk so well!” Well that would bet true if it



wasn’t  nonsenes.  He’s  talking  now  and  he’s  annoying  me
already. Now in TNA he’s a modern day Slick and just as
annoying.

The only good thing about the FBI is they have Trinity and she
looks very good. Yep, that’s all I’m going to care about here.
Terkay is more or less an MMA guy that wrestled. Apparently
Tazz needs a cold shower. Can we please get to the end of this
show PLEASE? We have a very weak where’s my pizza chant as I
feel so sorry for the live fans.

This was a massive slap in the face of all of ECW and its
fans, but hey, Vince gets to feel like he killed the place and
his  delusions  of  grandeur  are  fulfilled  for  one  more  day
right? All is right with the world now. More or less this is a
way for Terkay to beat people up. It’s more or less a squash.

Actually screw that: it is a squash. Naturally the ECW guys
get their heads handed to them on an ECW show so that the WWE
guys can look great. Oh and after the match, Terkay uses a
Muscle Buster to get a big TNA chant going. Ok so not big but
whatever. Just move on please.

Rating: D-. Screw you Vince. This was just freaking dumb. I
get that you hate ECW but if you’re going to rip off the
audience like this, screw you.

Sabu is put in an ambulance.

We get an ad for Raw, on an ECW show. This is freaking
garbage.

Daivari vs. Tommy Dreamer

Daivari is more commonly known as Sheik Abdul Bashir recently
and here he’s known as the manager of the Great Khali. I
wonder what’s going to happen here. Dreamer jobbing would be
ok I guess. Those poor fans actually think Dreamer has a
chance in this. Khali is thrown out. And now no one else



cares. It’s Dreamer vs. a tiny guy that never does anything
else.

Dreamer gets some of his big spots in to get the crowd going a
bit, but naturally as he goes for the DDT, Daivari just rolls
him up with the tights for the pin. I hate this show more and
more every time. Of course Khali comes out and chokeslams him
on the ramp. Tazz is legit tick off as you can tell.

Rating: W. That stands for who possible cares anymore. I’m not
even an ECW fan and I’m even an ECW critic and this is ticking
me off. Tell me one reason why Daivari should have gone over
like that here. If you’re going to have Khali destroy him,
fine, but have that be the reason to end the match. This is
just mindless.

Dreamer takes forever to get up as we’re an hour and 15
minutes into this and we have two matches left, one of which
is a mixed tag.

Ad for See No Evil, which is of course, a WWE thing and not an
ECW thing.

I actually took a break at this point to watch a bad Disney
Channel movie. That’s how annoyed I am with this show.

Heyman gives Hardcore Holly the spot in the main event. The
fans pause and then know what’s coming, as Holly gets the
spot. I actually can’t understand Holly’s first line as the
fans are booing so loudly. This was a freaking atrocity and
it’s pathetic that it has to be. The fans are just freaking
dead now.

Ariel/Kevin Thorn vs. Kelly/Mike Knox

Kelly  dated  Knox  apparently.  Kelly  at  this  point  is  an
exhibitionist and AWFUL. I mean she’s ridiculously bad so we
get Knox and Thorn. Knox has no beard at this point and is
somehow more worthless than he was before. Oh dang it they’re



letting him talk. Oh good Kelly is talking instead. She likes
Punk, who gets a chant. That chant didn’t happen though. No
one likes Punk. What people want is HARDCORE HOLLY AND TEST!!!

Thorn is a vampire and Ariel is a fortune telling gypsy or
something. She would become Salinas in TNA in case you’re more
familiar with them. This is a freaking disgrace. I’m glad no
one bought it as it makes things seem a bit better. No one
cares about this either as since both girls can’t wrestle we
more or less have a Knox vs. Thorn match.

And here they are. At least Kelly looks hot. Kelly tries to
get the tag to Knox but he leaves. Note: the fans chant for
Punk to come make the save. To make sure it’s clear: Punk is
OVER. Sandman makes the save instead which gets a nice pop.

Rating: D-. Kelly looking hot is the only reason this passes.
I just want to get to the end of this.

We get a long ad for Armageddon, which was the third PPV in
four weeks. WWE was so stupid at this point that I can’t
comprehend it.

Some RIDICULOUSLY hot chick named Rebecca interviews Lashley.
She can’t talk but she doesn’t need to. It’s mainly about how
Lashley has had to put up with a ton of garbage, more or less
confirming that he’ll win tonight, which only Vince wanted to
see.

Three of the people in the chamber come to the ring together.
We get the same exact video as the one that opened the show.
Oh man they knew they had jack. We’re about an hour and a half
into the show at this point mind you.

Heyman comes out and talks while saying nothing at all. This
is nothing more than trying desperately to fill in time.

ECW  World  Title:  CM  Punk  vs.  Bobby  Lashley  vs.  Test  vs.
Hardcore Holly vs Big Show vs. Rob Van Dam



Now keep in mind, Punk and Lashley were more or less worthless
at this point, so the only two legit main event guys you have
in there are RVD who was hated by the company at this point
and Show who didn’t care as he was leaving in 48 hours. RVD
and Holly start. Remember that as soon as each pod opens up,
the person comes out with a weapon which I’ll get to as each
pod opens.

Holly  is  booed  out  of  the  building.  Naturally  Vince  will
insist  that  it’s  because  of  how  great  a  heel  he  is  or
whatever. So we have to watch Holly and Van Dam for five
minutes. Oh joy. The entrances took almost ten minutes mind
you. The fans are dead here by the way. We get Rolling Thunder
on the cage, which is impressive but we’ve seen it before.

They’ve managed to make the Elimination Chamber boring. That’s
just impressive. Note: another Punk chant goes up. I can’t
emphasize this enough: PUNK IS OVER. In third is Punk and his
chair to a freaking ERUPTION. It’s a shame that he didn’t have
a chance to win here. And Van Dam kicks the chair into him so
he’s down 30 seconds in.

Ok to be fair, they’re the two most over guys in there so
that’s ok I guess. Van Dam is bleeding. Apparently you can get
pins outside on the cage now. That’s new I think. Heyman is
the evil GM here in case you didn’t know. Punk is getting
destroyed by Holly here in case you weren’t sure.

Also Punk would have his first loss in the company to Holly in
about a month with the justification being that Holly was the
bigger star and should go over. Again: if it’s not Vince’s
idea, it’s not a good idea. In fourth is Test with a crowbar.
Naturally he nails Punk with it. This is freaking stupid. Test
and Hardcore Holly are in the MAIN EVENT OF A PAY PER VIEW.

The idea here is that the heels are all working together which
is completely pointless considering the idea of the match but
that can’t be Vince’s idea. Heyman “booked” this remember? And



then Van Dam hits this Five Star and Punk is gone. Yep, the
most over guy in the match is out first while Test and Holly
get to stick around.

Test puts Holly out ten seconds later with a big boot. It was
only a two but the referee calls it three. The announcers and
fans are confused but since this show isn’t for the fans it
doesn’t matter. Van Dam goes up on top of Big Show’s pod but a
chair shot puts him down. Test hits a big elbow off the
pod…and Van Dam is out. Let’s see. Why is this stupid? Number
one, the most over guy left is Big Show.

Second, now THERE’S NO ONE FOR TEST TO FIGHT, so it’s just
dead time now. Third, you had FREAKING TEST beat RVD. We’re
still just sitting around after two replays of the elbow and
just waiting on ANYTHING to happen. The fans have completely
turned on the match at this point and don’t care at all.
Thankfully the next guy in is Lashley.

He gets NO pop at all. Heyman’s security try to hold him in
the pod, but using the WOODEN table in the pod with him, he
breaks the STEEL chains on top of the pod. ARE YOU CENSORED
KIDDING ME??? The table is still in the pod mind you so it’s
not like it’s even being used. They keep ramming Test into the
Plexiglas to set up Lashley vs. Show.

Yeah, that’s what this whole thing is supposed to end with:
the massive showdown between Show and a heavily muscled guy. I
know I’ve said it before, but Vince has to have repressed
homosexual desires towards musclemen. I mean really, is there
any doubt of it at this point? The fans HATE this mind you.

A spear puts Test out with a minute and a half left until Show
comes out. In other words, we have nothing to do but wait for
the time to run out. You might as well quit reading now as you
know exactly what’s coming. Show comes in with his barbed wire
ball bat and naturally he gets in no offense as it’s ALL
Lashley here.



He avoids the chokeslam and they slug it out. Lashley is
terrible in the ring at this point mind you, so this is even
more torture. And he wins it with a spear. The main event is
over two hours and five minutes into the show.

Rating: D-. This was just completely ridiculous for reasons
I’ve already gone into. For another thing, SABU, the guy that
has somehow made a whole career out of doing stupid stunts in
a ring, is left out here in favor of Holly. Are you freaking
KIDDING? This was just so dumb and nothing more than Vince
deciding that he’s smarter than the fans once again.

And that’s it. No seriously, the show which cost 40 dollars
started at 8pm and was over at 10:05pm, the last 4 minutes
being the celebration by Lashley. Do I even need to insult
this?

Overall Rating: I. For incomplete. Where’s the last 45 minutes
of this? I know WWE cuts their shows early, but this was
inexcusable. Not only does it end 40 minutes early, but there
were two matches allegedly worth seeing and the Hardys vs. MNM
was the only good thing of it at all. This wasn’t a PPV. It
was Vince making sure that ECW died the way he wanted it to.

If Vince would listen once all night, he could have heard the
fans BEGGING for this to be Punk but the rookie muscle guy
gets it instead. Heyman was of course blamed for the whole
thing because while he wrote the show, it was his third one or
so and the only reason he went with it was because Vince
wouldn’t accept anything.

Like I said, the initial idea was Punk puts Show out in about
three minutes and we end with Van Dam, Punk and Lashley (if we
have to) in a 20 minute war. Alas, that would have been
entertaining though so they went with Lashley being given the
hero push so Vince would have nice wet dreams that night. This
was an abomination and not a PPV at all.

Get the Hardys/MNM match if you like tag wrestling, but other



than that don’t do anything with this show so Vince doesn’t
get anything out of it. This was an insult to the fans at best
and an ego trip by Vince of epic proportions.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Thought of the Day: Keep It
In The Family
As  usual, it’s about taking it back to the past. When Ricky
Steamboat debuted, he was billed as the nephew of a popular
local wrestler named Sam Steamboat.  Shane Douglas was the
nephew of Paul Orndorff when he started.  Kane is Undertaker’s
brother.  Why not do this more often?  They harp on how
important being a second generation guy is all the time now,
so why not make it up?  It’s ok to lie to up once in awhile,
so why not try something like this?

Your Christmas Wish List
Simple   idea:  what  do  you  want  from  Xanta  Claus  for
Christmas?   My  list:  1.  Less  50/50  booking.

2. Better stories.

3. Less Hogan.

4. Eve Torres
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Your lists?

Smackdown  –  November  30,
2012:  WWE’s  Best  Show  In
Months And It’s Just Ok
Smackdown
Date:  November 30, 2012
Location: CenturyLink Center, Bossier City, Louisiana
Commentators: Josh Matthews, John Bradshaw Layfield

Remember when Smackdown used to be good? Like when it was the best
wrestling show on TV? I’m trying to give myself a nice feeling before I
get into this show. We’re going to get the Shield interview from Raw I’m
sure, along with Cena and AJ’s latest kiss at least once or twice on top
of that. Oh and the world champions will get a quick bit of time too if
we can squeeze them in. Let’s get to it.

The opening voiceover is about Shield and Show vs. Sheamus at the end.

Here’s Cena to open the show. Before Cena can eve talk, we get a recap of
him vs. Ziggler. Cena talks about now being on Smackdown that often, but
he’s here tonight because Dolph is in the main event. He makes fun of
Ziggler for being world champion for about ten minutes once and for
losing the MITB case whenever he cashes it in. Tonight it’s Sheamus vs.
Ziggler and Cena is excited about it.

This brings out….Alberto Del Rio? Cena sucks up to the fans a bit as
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Alberto says the show belongs to him. Del Rio lists off his
accomplishments, all of which Cena himself has done if I remember
correctly. Alberto tells Cena to get out but Cena wants to see the main
event. Cena says he won’t leave now because he has a match with Del Rio
RIGHT NOW.

John Cena vs. Alberto Del Rio

After a break we come back for the opening bell and to see Cena shoulder
block Del Rio to the floor. We head to the outside and Cena gets rammed
back first into the announce table. Back in and Alberto hits a top rope
ax handle/punch to the face for two. We get a recap from before the break
that set this match up via a splitscreen. Do they really think we need
that much assistance in getting through a show?

A running kick to the face puts Cena down and a suplex gets two. Ziggler
is watching in the back as Del Rio hooks an armbar. Cena blocks a second
suplex attempt into one of his own, only to have Alberto hit a running
kick to the arm in the corner. Another ax handle gets two and it’s back
to the armbar. We take a break and come back with Del Rio missing a
backsplash off the middle rope.

Cena initiates his finishing sequence and hits the Shuffle but the AA is
countered into a Backstabber for two. The armbreaker is countered into a
neckbreaker by Cena and both guys are down. John heads up top but Del Rio
takes him down with an enziguri. Another enziguri misses but Cena can’t
get the STF. A backbreaker puts Cena down for two more so Del Rio goes up
yet again. His third attempt at an ax handle is blocked by a Cena
dropkick to put both guys down. The AA is countered into the armbreaker
which is countered into the STF by Cena.

Alberto FINALLY makes a rope and heads to the apron. As Cena tries to
pull him back in, there’s an armbreaker over the ropes to slow Cena down.
Alberto tries a sunset flip but gets caught in another AA attempt. THAT
gets reversed into a German suplex for two so Alberto puts Cena in the



Tree of Woe. Del Rio tries a spear to an upside down Cena but hits the
post shoulder first instead. The top rope Fameasser hits perfectly for
the pin on Alberto at 11:23 shown of 14:53.

Rating: B. This was a solid nearly PPV quality match with one thing that
really set it apart: the ending. It’s nice to see something other than
one of Cena’s two finishers ending a match for a change. Seeing the same
moves get the same two counts over and over can start to seem like a
waste of time after awhile, so having one of those moves get a pin every
now and then is a good thing. The match was good stuff too and one of
their better matches.

As Cena poses on the stage, Dolph blasts him in the back of the head with
the briefcase. Josh: “You don’t want to see something like that happen to
John Cena.” John: “Why not?”

Time for another recap, this time of the main event of Raw where Punk
beat Kane and then the Shield ran in to beat up the monster. The beatdown
on Ryback isn’t shown.

HELL NO is glaring at each other in the back when Kofi comes up to tell
them to get along because they have a six man tonight. The tag champions
shout compliments to each other and agree that they can get along. Kofi
doesn’t know what to think of this.

Cena yells at Booker that he wants Ziggler. Booker says let the match
with Sheamus vs. Ziggler take place tonight. Cena agrees because of his
past with Booker.

Great Khali vs. David Otunga

Josh says this might be harder for Otunga than passing the bar exam,
causing JBL to go on a big rant. Khali knocks Otunga to the floor where
Horny jumps him, only to get chased away. Khali pulls Otunga back into



the ring for the big chop and the pin at 1:26.

Horny and Khali dance post match.

Prime Time Players/Wade Barrett vs. HELL NO/Kofi Kingston

Take two feuds, put them into one match. This is something that could be
done far more often. Kane vs. Darren gets things going here with Young
getting punched down very quickly. Off to Bryan for a running dropkick in
the corner and some regular kicks to a seated Young as well. Kane hits a
seated dropkick of his own for two as Young shouts for Titus.

Darren finally gets in a single shot and runs over to Titus for the tag.
O’Neal has his head kicked off for two and he’s sent to the floor.
There’s Bryan’s running knee off the apron and we take a break. Back with
Kofi getting two on Young off a dropkick. Back to Kane who does nothing
so here’s Bryan again. Daniel fires off kicks and chops but Titus comes
in off a blind tag to take over for the first time.

The Players take Bryan down with a double shoulder for two by Young. Off
to a surfboard hold with the knee in the back by Darren. That goes
nowhere so here’s Barrett for the first time. Pumphandle slam gets two on
Bryan and it’s off to a reverse chinlock. Titus hits a reverse slam on
Bryan before suplexing Young down onto him for two.

Darren hooks a chinlock but Bryan fights up with a bunch of forearms.
Young comes back with a northern lights suplex for two as we’re waiting
on the big hot tag. Titus works on the back of Bryan but charges into a
boot in the corner to give Bryan a breather. There’s the tag to Kane who
beats the tar out of Young, getting two off a side slam.

The top rope clothesline connects but Titus breaks things up. Kofi comes
in sans tag (such a bad influence on the children) and everything breaks
down. Young tries to come in of the top but jumps into a chokeslam. Swan



Dive and the NO Lock from Bryan get the tap at 10:38 shown of 14:08.

Rating: C. This might as well have been the Players vs. the champions
with Kofi and Barrett as managers. The two singles guys were in the match
for maybe a minute each at most and I actually forgot who they were when
I was writing up the results. The match wasn’t bad or anything, but I’m
not sure why Barrett and Kingston didn’t get more time.

Sheamus is very excited about kicking Ziggler in the head later.

Raw ReBound is the ending of the show, most of which we saw earlier.

Here’s Damien Sandow, who says he’s going to be focusing on individuals
instead of the masses from now on, which is why he’s going to search for
an apprentice. He goes through the front row and finds a guy in a Punk
shirt that suits him. Damien asks the fan some basic questions (how many
wheels on a tricycle and how often does the US hold presidential
elections) before asking what the velocity of Jupiter’s moon Europa.
Sandow’s reply of “YOU IGNARAMOUS!” when the guy doesn’t know is
hilarious. He says the fan has disgraced Louisiana and wants him out of
his country.

Damien Sandow vs. Tyson Kidd

Kidd chases Sandow to the apron but Damien rams him face first into said
apron to take over. Back in and the Wind-Up Elbow gets two but Kidd comes
back with kicks to the head for two of his own. Sandow heads to the floor
and gets caught in a suicide dive from Kidd. Back in and Kidd tries his
springboard elbow but it lands on Sandow’s knee. For some reason this
hurts Kidd instead of Damien’s knee is beyond me but whatever. Terminus
ends this at 2:49.

Video on Cena’s 300th Make-A-Wish granted.



Ziggler says that Cena is a liar and liars get what they deserve: MITB
case shots to the back of their heads. There’s a really bad superhero
parody skit in there somewhere.

Usos vs. 3 Man Band

It’s Slater/Mahal again. Slater vs. Jey to get things going here as the
fans go pretty silent after booing 3MB’s entrance. It’s quickly off to
Jimmy who now has a sleeve tattoo which helps tell them apart. A middle
rope splash gets two on Slater but it’s off to Mahal to take over with a
knee and chinlock. A hot tag brings in Jey for some fast paced offense
including a shot to the face and a Samoan Drop for no cover. The running
Umaga attack in the corner gets two but some Slater interference lets
Mahal hit the full nelson slam for the pin at 2:41. This was nothing.

We recap Show and Sheamus’ staredown from Raw with Show breaking a chair.

Dolph Ziggler vs. Sheamus

Ziggler takes over to start but the showing off lets Sheamus get in a few
shots to take control away. Dolph sends him to the floor but dives into a
fall away slam into the barricade. Ziggler is thrown back in, only to
fall right back to the floor. Sheamus throws him back in again but
Ziggler guillotines him down to break up the ten forearms. We take a
break and come back with Ziggler hitting a splash in the corner for two.

Off to a chinlock by the smaller guy, followed by a kick to Sheamus’ head
for two. Ziggler chokes and stomps away in the corner but his charge is
countered by a backdrop to the apron. There are the ten forearms to the
chest but Ziggler avoids the top rope shoulder. Brogue Kick misses and
Ziggler gets two off the jumping DDT. The Fameasser misses as well and
there’s the Irish Curse for two. White Noise is countered but Sheamus
counters the counter into the Cloverleaf but here’s Big Show for the DQ
at 8:45 shown of 12:15.



Rating: C. Nothing significant here as it was all leading up to a run-in
finish. It’s nice to see Ziggler not lose clean for once which happens
way too often for a guy who is likely going to be a world champion in the
next few months. Other than that though, nothing to see here for the most
part but it wasn’t bad.

Cena comes out to save Sheamus from a double team. There’s an AA to
Ziggler and a double suplex to Show. A double shoulder puts Show on the
floor and the good guys celebrate to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. Let’s see: recaps kept far lower than previous weeks,
some pretty good and long matches, nothing being horrible for the most
part, and a 3 Man Band sighting. By comparison to most of what we’ve
gotten from WWE lately, this was one of the best shows in months. I’d be
much happier with Smackdown if it were like this all the time, as in NOT
ABOUT RAW.

Results

John Cena b. Alberto Del Rio – Top Rope Fameasser

Great Khali b. David Otunga – Chop

HELL NO/Kofi Kingston b. Wade Barrett/Prime Time Players – NO Lock to
Young

Damien Sandow b. Tyson Kidd – Terminus

3 Man Band b. Uso Brothers – Full Nelson Slam to Jey

Sheamus b. Dolph Ziggler via DQ when Big Show interefered

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews



TNA Cutting Back On PPVs
This  seems to be the news at the moment, as there doesn’t
appear to be an Against All Odds next year, and they’ll be
going from Genesis in January to Lockdown in March.  No word
yet on the rest of the schedule.  As for what I think about
this….. It’s the right move.  A lot of TNA PPVs are there for
the sake of being there, and you can see how weak a lot of the
cards on the B shows are.  Cutting down to 4-7 PPVs a year
would be fine instead of one a month is the right move here. 
WWE has the roster to pull this off at the moment, but with
just two hours a week of TV, having a three hour PPV a month
is probably too much for them to pull off.

 

Thoughts?

Impact  Wrestling  –  November
29, 2012: This Was So Dull I
Can’t Come Up With A Witty
Insult For It
Impact  Wrestling
Date: November 29, 2012
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Todd Keneley, Tazz

It’s Championship Thursday because we can’t go more than a week without
having some kind of gimmick show. The main story going on is apparently a
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hidden love between Bully Ray and Brooke Hogan, because the world wants
BROOKE. Other than that we’ve got Aces and 8’s who likely won’t do
anything but beat up a lower card guy as they do every week. Let’s get to
it.

It’s the usual recap intro. We get the results of Wes Brisco’s Gut Check
tonight as well.

Here’s Hogan (Hulk in case you’re a bit slow) to open the show. He talks
about how he’s a father and a general manager, and those roles collided
last week. Hogan wants Ray to come out here right now and tell him to his
face what’s going on. Here’s Ray in street clothes, seemingly ticked off
at Hulk for this. Ray wants to know what’s going on because Hogan doesn’t
trust him and never has.

Hogan says cut the nonsense and tell him what’s going on between Ray and
Brooke. Ray asks if Hogan is sure he wants that, because it might not be
what Hogan wants to hear. Cue Brooke to really crank up the acting in
this segment. Brooke says she’s 18 now and Hulk immediately cuts her off.
He doesn’t want Brooke EVER with another wrestler, especially Ray.

Aries pops up on the screen, standing on a table in the back. Apparently
Hulk needs to be here to pick a #1 contender to the X Title. The options
are Ion, Kash and King. He lays on the desk but says it’s uncomfortable.
“Brooke, how do you do this?” I guess Aries is a candidate for the shot
as well.

Gail Kim vs. Mickie James

Gail is all fierce tonight and pounds away on Mickie from the start. Off
to a headscissors which goes nowhere for Kim but Mickie misses the Thesz
Press off the top. Running dropkick gets two for Gail but Eat Defeat is
countered. Mick Kick puts Gail down but Kim’s foot is under the rope.
Mickie hits the rana out of the corner and a neckbreker gets two. The
jumping DDT is blocked by Gail but a tornado DDT pins Gail at 4:57.



Rating: D+. This is what you call going through the motions. Gail is just
there anymore in TNA, which could be said about the entire Knockouts
Division at this point. There’s nothing new about this division as Mickie
vs. Tara has been done so many times before that there’s no reason to get
interested in it again.

Storm and AJ argue over who has the right to complain.

Hogan storms into his office and it’s time for the first cut. King gets
yelled at for snickering at Aries’ joke. Ion says he’s pretty. Kash says
he started the X Division and is a two time champion. Aries says he never
lost the title. King is gone, thereby making this far less interesting.

Here’s Roode for a chat. He says last week he made a statement by
attacking Hardy and York after Hardy almost lost to the Gut Check Rookie
last week. Roode is the real champion and Hardy is just a paper version.
If you want to make an impact, call out Roode, not Hardy. This brings out
Christian York to deck Roode, which he says is calling Bobby out.

Bobby Roode vs. Christian York

This starts after a break with York taking Roode down very quickly. York
comes back with a hop toss and a shoulder block. Make that a few
shoulders for two. Roode gets sent into the steps but as York comes back
in, Roode crotches him to take over. York gets up a boot in the corner
but Roode clotheslines him down. A suplex gets no cover but Roode jumps
into a boot. York comes back with more clotheslines and a dropkick,
followed by a double stomp to the back from the middle rope. A small
package gets two for Roode but York turns his head, allowing Bobby to hit
a clothesline to the back of the head. Crossface beats York at 5:17.

Rating: D+. Not a great match but it’s nice to see a Gut Check guy get
actual ring time. Until last week, I don’t think we had seen anybody from
the conpetition back on the show at all. Anyway, not a terrible match
here but it was pretty dull. York has a much better look than the other



guys, but his offense is a bit limited. Decent way to spend ten minutes
here.

Roode gets a chair post match but Jeff Hardy makes the save.

We recap the Aces and 8’s hammer attacks over the last few weeks.

The boss talks to Aces and 8’s about the holidays. Next week it’s Doc vs.
Angle. D-Von wants his TV Title back and he wants it next week. If he
gets the shot, no one gets hut tonight. If not, everything goes nuts.

Gut Check judges talk.

Prichard says someone isn’t here but Angle comes up and pleads Wes
Brisco’s case. Apparently Al Snow is the person not here.

Kazarian/Christopher Daniels vs. AJ Styles/James Storm

Before the match, Daniels says he’ll win the FINAL MATCH and it’ll haunt
AJ forever. AJ and Kaz get things going with Kaz ducking under the
dropkick. Off to Storm who speeds things up and hits a running
neckbreaker. He glares at AJ before turning around to punch Daniels. AJ
comes in and messes up a double elbow with Storm. A knee drop misses
Daniels and the heels take over. Storm comes back in and is immediately
beaten down in the corner. Daniels and Kaz want to be called Bad
Influence because they like the vices of life.

Daniels hits a slingshot elbow followed by a slingshot legdrop for two.
The evil ones do that Gangam Style or whatever it’s called dance as Taz
audibly rolls his eyes. Hot tag brings in AJ to clean half of the house
or so. The springboard forearm puts Daniels down but AJ goes for a
slingshot dive onto Kaz, which misses completely (these misses are
intentional if that’s not clear). Daniels goes to the floor for some
double teaming, followed by a combination Blue Thunder Bomb/neckbreaker



for two on AJ. Storm pulls Kaz to the floorr but AJ misses the Pele.
Blind tag brings in Storm for the Last Call to Daniels for the pin at
7:08.

Rating: C+. Decent tag match here and we’ve got a story going on with AJ
here. I’m not wild on Storm being used as a placeholder in a feud like
this but that’s TNA for you. I’m also not looking forward to AJ vs.
Daniels again, because it’s been done SO many times already. It’ll be
good, but I don’t care to see it again. I just don’t.

Lockdown is in San Antonio.

Back to the X-Division reality stuff. Ion references Hulk Hogan’s
Pastamania which is just cool. That will never be said about Ion again.
Kash says he should get a shot because he’s been there before. Aries gets
the shot. Sure why not.

Joe says ok to D-Von’s challenge, because D-Von abandoned the title.

Douglas Williams vs. Matt Morgan

Ryan does Morgan’s intro here. Morgan has Hogan’s old robe from 1980
here. Total squash, ended by a chokeslam and the Carbon Footprint at
2:11.

D’Lo Brown is replacing Snow. Taz says no, the others say yes. That took
ten minutes somehow. Angle and Garrett come out to celebrate.

Ray yells at Hogan and says he’s confusing business with personal. Hogan
accuses Ray of the same thing.

Aries tells Hogan that winning the X Title back is his path to the world
title and says this was his plan. We don’t hear Hogan’s response because
of an audio glitch, which means we hear a Roode/Hardy package instead.



X-Division Title: Rob Van Dam vs. Austin Aries

Van Dam takes him down into the corner to start but Aries comes back
quickly. Aries’ splash hits knees though and we head to the floor. Van
Dam hits a plancha and we take a break. Back with RVD countering the
suicide dive but hitting the barricade with the spinning legdrop. Aries
hits a neckbreaker over the barricade which gets a bunch of two’s back in
the ring.

A DDT gets two for Aries as does a modified Rolling Thunder. Aries tries
the Five Star but hits only mat. Van Dam hits the real Rolling Thunder
and the Split Legged Moonsault for two. Van Dam dropkicks him down and
loads up the Five Star, only to get knocked into the barricade by Aries.
Aries gets the mic and insults Brooke a big, drawing out Bully Ray for
the DQ 12:31. Oh freaking screw this.

Rating: C. This was getting good until the end. Aries vs. Ray at the PPV
I guess, but man alive I do not care at all about this story. Could it be
because there’s WAY too much Brooke Hogan in it? Well she’s in the story
at all, so that would imply there being too much of her. The match was
going fine until the end, but a bit too much stealing moves for me.

Aries gets caught between Ray and Hogan to end the show. Aries of course
is an afterthought as Hogan and Ray stare at each other, with Ray saying
Hogan still doesn’t trush me.

Overall Rating: D. Oh I did not like this show. I mean I didn’t like it
AT ALL. The main problem here is that the stakes were so freaking low.
We’ve got Ray, who has to be injured or something given how long it’s
been since he had a match, apparently dating (that hasn’t been confirmed
yet) Brooke because TWO secret relationships aren’t enough in a single
year. We’ve got Hogan FURIOUS at Aries so he gives him a title match. Not
a world title match mind you, but a title match for a title that is often
tacked on to PPVs at the last minute.



Other than that we’ve got Hardy and Roode feuding through Christian York
to set up a match that Roode has as much chance of winning as I have of
winning Miss America 1984. Wes Brisco, a guy famous for coming from a
famous family and who is clearly in Aces and 8’s because NO ONE ELSE IN
WRESTLING HAS HAIR LIKE THAT gets to beat Garrett Bischoff to make it to
Gut Check. Why am I supposed to care?

That’s Impact in a nutshell right now: they seem to have no idea where
they’re going and no reason to give me to care. We’re getting Mickie vs.
Tara in the dead Knockouts Division. We’ve got Storm going nowhere. We’ve

got AJ vs. Daniels for literally probably their 12th PPV match. We’ve got
D-Von and Luke freaking Gallows as the only names in Aces and 8’s. What
is interesting about TNA right now? If you can come up with something,
you’re either smarter than I am or a total mark for their company.

Results

Mickie James b. Gail Kim – Tornado DDT

Bobby Roode b. Christian York – Crossface

James Storm/AJ Styles b. Kazarian/Christopher Daniels – Last Call to
Daniels

Matt Morgan b. Douglas Williams – Carbon Footprint

Austin Aries b. Rob Van Dam via DQ when Bully Ray interfered

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews



NXT – November 28, 2012: One
Of The Best Geek Out Moments
In Wrestling History
NXT
Date:  November 28, 2012
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Tony Dawson, Jim Ross, Tom Phillips

Back to the Florida guys this week as we approach the title match between
Rollins and Mahal. We’re also getting towards the point where this show
will catch up to WWE and we’ll see Mahal as a leather clad rocker and
potentially Rollins as a guy in a police themed gimmick. Other than that
we’ve still got Langston vs. Vickie’s guys for the bounty. Let’s get to
it.

We open with Bryan, saying that he’s coming back to the place where it
all started for him. Since he was here, he became world champion, started
a successful line of t-shirts and now HE IS THE TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS!
Tonight he demands that no one say YES and that no one call him a
goatface. He also says that Kane, who is standing next to him, must stay
out of his way. Kane says HE is the tag team champions and for Bryan to
stay out of his way. You know where this is going. Bryan lets out the
biggest NO ever but Kane says yes to counter.

Theme song.

Trent Barreta vs. Leo Kruger

Trent has banged up ribs due to the presumed attack by Kruger last week.
He takes Kruger down with some running shots to the head to start, but
the ribs keep him from being able to follow up. Leo sends the ribs into
the corner and rips off the tape. A knee drop keeps Trent down and Kruger
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goes after the ribs. Off to an abdominal stretch as the tape is rapidly
disappearing from Barreta’s ribs.

Kruger goes up to the middle rope but jumps into a dropkick for two.
Trent keeps hitting moves but he has to stop to breathe after every
single one. The running elbow in the corner staggers Kruger but a release
flapjack stops the momentum cold. The Kruger End (neckbreaker into a
cutter) gets the pin on Trent at 4:39.

Rating: C-. The match makes sense from a logic and psychology standpoint
which I like, but it wasn’t exactly an interesting match due to all of
the slowing down. Trent is a guy who will go out there and give you a
good match most of the time, but he wasn’t able to be himself here. Odds
are we’ll get another match soon when Trent is healthy.

Xavier Woods vs. Memo Montenegro

Woods is billed as being from Angel Grove, California. Isn’t that where
the Power Rangers were from in the first few seasons? Woods likes to
dance apparently and also is good in hip hop kido. JR doesn’t care for
whatever that is but likes headlocks. The voice Ross uses when saying
that was hilarious. Woods continues to control with the headlock as JR
continues to sound like he cannot stand Woods’ gimmick. Memo misses a
clothesline and a dropkick puts him down. In a stupid/AWESOME ending,
Woods shouts that IT’S MORPHING TIME (awesome) and hits a rolling
clothesline for the pin at 2:14.

Wait a second. During the match, Dawson said that Woods was trained by
Zack Taylor in Hip Hop Kido. A quick Wikipedia search shows that Taylor
was the name of the original Black Power Ranger and his fighting style
was in fact Hop Hop Kido. I take what I said earlier back. Woods is
AWESOME!

Audrey Marie vs. Emma



Emma is from Australia and Audrey is officially a cowgirl. A dropkick
puts Emma down quickly and Audrey hooks a “unique submission” according
to Tom. JR: “It’s called a bodyscissors Tom.” That gets a few rollups for
two on Emma and it’s off to a move I’ve heard called a Tumbleweed for
more twos. JR continues to be funny because he’s annoyed and/or bored,
saying that he feels sorry for these girls because neither has a last
name. Tom calls a cross body a giant play to annoy JR even more. After a
backslide gets two for Emma, Audrey finishes her with a Catatonic
(spinning Rock Bottom) at 2:40.

Roman Reigns has issued a press release, saying that he doesn’t want to
give an interview right now. He has meetings with his “team” to determine
various endorsements because he’s a blue chipper, but he’ll participate
in this interview at a later date. Ok that’s pretty awesome.

Here’s Michael Cole to moderate a face to face meeting between Rollins
and Mahal. Cole’s music sounds like it’s being sung by a bad Frank
Sinatra impersonator and is called Never Thought My Life Could Be This
Good. It sounds like it’s describing a scene from Leave It To Beaver,
talking about having a mowed lawn and a picket fence. It’s kind of catchy
actually.

Anyway he brings out Rollins and Mahal for the face to face
confrontation. Mahal says what he did last week wasn’t an attack. Rollins
says it was the action of a desperate man, because Mahal knows he can’t
beat Rollins one on one. Mahal talks about how it’s his birthright (his
destiny if you will) to be a champion. Rollins talks about being a man of
the people and sharing a mind and a spirit. Rollins says he’s better than
Mahal because he has the heart of a champion. Mahal goes on a rant about
prejudice and attacks Rollins, putting him in the camel clutch.

Tag Titles: Michael McGillicutty/Johnny Curtis vs. HELL NO

Curtis is already dancing and is apparently a stripper now. Oh joy.
Apparently THIS is Johnny’s cash in for winning NXT Season 4. Wow they



actually remembered that. Points for continuity! Bryan and Kane argue
before the match, which starts with McGillicutty vs. Bryan. Michael takes
him down to start and Bryan pretends to tag Kane, just to tease him a
bit. Now be nice to that monster.

Kane tags himself in and clotheslines McGillicutty to the floor, only to
have Bryan tag himself back in. The challengers take over with some
double teaming and Goatface plays Ricky Morton. Curtis puts on a bow and
arrow submission hold before it’s back to McGillicutty for some shots to
the ribs. Johnny hooks a chinlock for a bit before a double clothesline
puts both guys down. Hot tag brings in Kane and house is cleaned. Bryan
tags himself in again and the champions argue. McGillicutty gets two off
a rollup as everything breaks down. A chokeslam puts Curtis down as the
NO Lock submits McGillicutty at 7:05.

Rating: D+. Nothing to see here as the whole match was just killing time
until McGillicutty and Curtis realized they were McGillicutty and Curtis.
Why in the world Curtis is getting repackaged and put on the main roster
instead of McGillicutty is beyond me, but it might be because Michael is
talented and might get over, and we wouldn’t want that.

The champs hug it out to close the show.

Overall Rating: C-. This wasn’t their best show. The Power Rangers thing
is a great geek out moment, but the rest of this show doesn’t work for
me. The main guys other than Rollins weren’t here and they were clearly
missed. I can’t complain about seeing Audrey Marie on my screen, but JR
being belligerent is sad to hear. He just doesn’t care anymore and that’s
very clear. Not a terrible show, but their worst in months.

Results

Leo Kruger b. Trent Barreta – Kruger End

Xavier Woods b. Memo Montenegro – Rolling Clothesline



Audrey Marie b. Emma – Spinning Rock Bottom

HELL NO b. Michael McGillicutty/Johnny Curtis – NO Lock to McGillicutty

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Monday Nitro – July 22, 1997:
Maybe The Show Should Be On
Tuesday More Often
Monday  Nitro #97
Date: July 22, 1997
Location: Jacksonville Memorial Coliseum, Jacksonville, Florida
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Bobby Heenan, Tony Schiavone, Larry Zbyszko

This is a special show on a Tuesday for reasons that weren’t given.
Anyway the main event tonight is a match I remember pretty well for some
reason as Benoit and Flair challenge the Outsiders for the tag titles.
Other than that we get to hear if Luger’s challenge to Hogan for a title
match at Road Wild is accepted or not. Let’s get to it.

We open with the Nitro Girls of course. They’re certainly better looking
than Tony and Larry.

Here are Hogan and Bischoff to really get things going. They have a
microphone and are standing in the ring, so Tony deduces that they
obviously have something to say. You can’t buy analysis like this people.
They decide to lay down on the mat and take it easy for this interview.
Hogan says that most of the people in this arena and in the back are here
because of him. Now that we’re in the 90s, he sets the pace for
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wrestling.

Hogan talks about how Konnan is another step of the way closer to world
dominance. I wouldn’t exactly call it that but it’s his company I guess.
Luger wants what Hogan has, because Hogan is the best. Hollywood says
he’s smarter than Luger is and he wants him in a title match one on one.
He accepts the challenge for Sturgis. Hogan seemed to be rambling a lot
more than usual here which is weird for him. He may sound crazy most of
the time but he usually makes it sound decent.

Konnan vs. Tsubusa

I can only find two other matches for Tsubusa, both of them in six man
tags in Japan. He’s a masked guy with a shiny cape and that’s about it.
The 187 and Tequila Sunrise make Tsubusa tap out in about 25 seconds.

TV Title: Ultimo Dragon vs. Steven Regal

No entrance for either guy and Regal is defending. The champ cranks on
Dragon’s arm but Dragon speeds things up to escape. Dragon has the
awesome black and gold attire on tonight so you know he’s going to be on
his game. Regal gets kicked hard by his challgener before doing his
headstand in the corner. Steven takes him down and pounds away on the mat
before putting dragon on the top, only to get taken down by a sunset
bomb. A reverse suplex puts Dragon down so Dragon comes back with the
kicks and a Dragon Sleeper to win the title out of nowhere.

Rating: C+. Dragon is one of those guys that had the skill in the ring
and was better than most of the other cruiserweights, but the lack of
personality always held him back. Now that being said, this was solid
stuff because it was what Dragon was best at: matches where he had
someone solid to work with and you got a good match out of it in the
process. Solid stuff here, especially for a four minute match.



Here’s Flair to announce who the next Horseman is going to be. The choice
is…..Syxx? Yeah that Syxx. Syxx comes out and makes fun of the Horsemen
for being old (the announcers actually bought Syxx as the new member of
course) and Flair says Syxx almost cost him his job. Ric belts him in the
face and Benoit comes out to stand between Syxx and Flair. Syxx promises
Outsider revenge and that’s that.

More dancing.

Giant vs. Great Muta

They circle each other for a bit, Giant no sells some dropkicks and grabs
Muta by the throat, and Muta mists him for the DQ.

The NWO (Vincent and Savage in this version) comes out for a beatdown but
Giant shrugs them off. Luger comes out to help but Giant grabs him for a
chokeslam….but puts him down before he chokeslams him. He was blind for
that fight and the near chokeslam on Luger. I’m not entirely sure what
the point of the Luger stuff was there.

Dean Malenko vs. Steve McMichael

Mongo throws him down to start as we hear about the Nitro Parties, which
is exactly what it sounds like: a bunch of people watching Nitro and
filming it. Mongo puts on a headlock followed by a shoulder to take Dean
down, but a knee drop misses. Steve blocks a sunset flip out of the
corner and hits a kind of World’s Strongest Slam for no cover. Malenko
comes back with a good German Suplex which pops the crowd a bit.

Another powerslam kind of move puts Dean down and here are Debra and
Jarrett for a distraction. Mongo goes after him but gets guillotined on
the top rope, allowing Dean to hit a dropkick and one of the worst
looking small packages of all time (Mongo’s fault) for the pin. This was
supposed to be an upset because of the size difference, but does anyone



buy Mongo as a bigger talent/star than Dean?

Rating: D. The best way to sum this match up is in four words: Mongo bad,
Malenko good. Really that’s all there is to it. McMichael tried but he
just never got better no matter how long he was in the ring for. He
couldn’t even get rolled up without it looking terrible. When Dean
Malenko can’t carry you to a decent match, it’s clear you’re not that
good.

Post match Gene asks Malenko why he’s associating with Jarrett. Dean
doesn’t answer because Mongo comes up. Security takes him off and Jeff
pitches a partnership idea to Dean. Malenko says ok and Debra runs her
mouth because WCW feels we haven’t suffered enough tonight. Jarrett runs
his mouth a bit more and apparently Dean is going to think about it some
more.

Eddie Guerrero vs. Hector Guerrero

Hector takes him down with a headscissors but a dropkick misses. Eddie
starts stomping but we head to the floor for a chase. Back in and Hector
uses a side roll to roll Eddie around the ring about four times for two.
Eddie comes back with some biting but another headscissors sends him to
the floor. Hector hits a big plancha on the floor but back inside, Eddie
powerbombs him down and hits the Frog Splash for a fast pin.

Rating: C. This is the same problem I’ve mentioned before: Hector is a
talented guy, but other than his name, he doesn’t mean much to most WCW
audiences. I get what they were going for here with the sibling rivalry
thing but it’s hard to care here because Hector isn’t a guy we know as
far as his stuff in WCW goes.

Post match Dean comes in to beat up Eddie. He puts him in the Cloverleaf
but Hector breaks it up. Dean then beats up Hector as well.



Hour #2 begins with no pyro again.

JJ Dillon says he’s got a major talent acquisition to announce. Dancing
Stevie Richards comes up to say that he’s signed a contract. JJ wants to
talk about Raven so Stevie says he needs to go see Raven in the front
row. Dillon offers Raven the contract, saying that everything he wanted
is in the deal. Raven is confused but Richards says that he negotiated
Raven’s contract himself. Apparently Bird Boy is almost making as much
money as Richards and gets a rental car with a tape deck. Raven goes on
another rant and rips up the contract. Oh and he hits Richards too.

Lex Luger vs. Scott Norton

Bagwell and Vincent are here with Norton. Luger hits a hip toss to start
but Norton comes back with a clothesline to take over. Luger comes back
and here’s the NWO run-in to give Lex the DQ win.

Luger cleans house and Racks Vincent. Lex talks a bit until Hogan comes
out to exchange some brief insults.

The Outsiders arrive and Konnan is here to meet them.

La Parka/Psychosis vs. Mortis/Wrath

Tonight it’s Hall/Nash vs. Benoit/Flair, presumably for the titles.
Before the bell, we cut to the back to see Hennig and Flair talking.
Apparently it was supposed to be Hennig coming out earlier when Syxx
appeared. Wrath and La Parka start things off with the skeleton man (La
Parka) taking over with some kicks. He goes up but jumps into an elbow so
it’s off to Psychosis vs. Mortis. Mortis stomps away in the corner but
Psychosis breaks free and goes up…..and falls without being touched at
all. Ah the perils of live TV.

Psychosis comes back with a dropkick and everyone falls to the floor,



where La Parka hits a big corkscrew plancha to the floor. Psychosis
slides in to try to dive on Wrath, only to get caught and slammed onto
the floor. Mortis suplexes Psychosis back in for two but misses a top
rope backsplash. Onoo and Vandenberg get in a fight, as do Wrath and La
Parka. Psychosis rolls up Mortis for two but there’s no referee to count.
Wrath picks up Psychosis for a powerbomb and Mortis makes it a
powerbomb/neckbreaker combo for the pin.

Rating: C+. This was WAY better than you would have expected and got
pretty entertaining by the end. The botch was bad but it happens every
now and then and there’s almost nothing you can do about it. La Parka and
Psychosis didn’t look like jobbers here, but rather a tag team that got
beat by a better one. This was a surprisingly fun match and I liked it
way more than I was expecting to.

Post match La Parka breaks a wooden chair over Mortis’ back but Wrath
kicks his head off to stand tall.

Buff Bagwell vs. Booker T

This is before Booker means anything as a singles guy. Buff armdrags him
down and things speed WAY up, resulting in a hiptoss to take Booker down.
He immediately spins up and kicks Bagwell down to take over before
knocking Buff to the floor. Back in and Bagwell chokes away a bit and
slaps Booker in the back of the head. A clothesline turns Booker inside
out for two.

Bagwell and referee Nick Patrick get in a shoving match and Bagwell hides
in the corner. HHH and Earl Hebner used to do the same spot at house
shows. Booker comes back with a big forearm to the face and some atomic
drops for no cover. The Harlem Side Kick gets two but Patrick gets hit in
the side of the head. Norton clotheslines Booker down and the Blockbuster
gives Buff the pin.

Rating: C-. Bagwell was a low level NWO guy but he had a pretty good



finisher which I would like to see make a comeback as someone signature
move. Booker would get way better in the next year or so before becoming
the company’s top star in just a few years. Decent match here but it was
a little boring.

Mysterio is here on crutches, saying he’s refused surgery on his bad
knee. He talks about how he’s not scared of anyone or anything, but
here’s Konnan to kick the crutches away. Some luchadores come out to
defend Rey but Konnan says he’s got the Wolfpack watching his back.

Curt Hennig vs. Michael Wallstreet

Wallstreet is still doing his “I hate WCW thing”. Of all the people you
waste an idea like that on, you pick Wallstreet? The fans want DDP who
hasn’t been here tonight I don’t think. It’s officially Hennig vs. Page
at Road Wild. The PerfectPlex wins this in about 35 seconds.

Here’s Page to slug it out with Hennig but Page gets sent into the buckle
to give Curt the advantage. The PerfectPlex is countered into a Diamond
Cutter and the place goes nuts.

The Nitro Girls dance to Alex Wright’s music.

Tag Titles: Outsiders vs. Ric Flair/Chris Benoit

I’m pretty sure this is a title match. Tony says it is, and while this is
probably a bad idea, I’ll go with it. Pay no attention to the Steiners
winning like 84 #1 contenders matches in a row prior to this. We start
with a brawl and Flair vs. Hall get us going in the ring. The Horsemen
stand tall (not as tall as the Outsiders but tall in the metaphorical
sense) until we officially start with Benoit and Hall.

Scott tries to pound him down but Benoit hits a dragon screw leg whip and
a northern lights suplex for two. Hall bails so it’s off to Nash for a



try at the Canadian. Actually make that the Carolinian who is immediately
shoved down by Big Kev. Nash does all of his usual stuff in the corner
but Flair comes back with punches to the face. Syxx pops Flair in the
back of the head, giving Nash two off a side slam.

Back to Hall for the fallaway slam for two more. Nash comes in for some
more high quality choking and the running crotch attack while Flair is
throat first across the middle rope. Hall hits a running clothesline in
the corner to keep Flair in trouble. Nash hits a big over the shoulder
Snake Eyes on Flair before it’s back to Hall. Flair grabs a sleeper out
of nowhere but Hall reverses into one of his own, only to have Flair
quickly suplex out of it.

There’s the hot tag to Benoit who cleans house on both Outsiders.
Clotheslines put both guys down and Flair stops Syxx from breaking up the
Swan Dive. The headbutt gets two on Hall until Nash makes the save.
Benoit punches out of the Jackknife but a Hall distraction lets Nash hit
the big boot for a pin out of nowhere.

Rating: C+. I remember this match being a lot better. The ending seemed
very rushed and likely happened because they were out of time. If you
gave this match another five to seven minutes, it could go way up in
quality. Benoit getting a chance to shine is always a good thing, as he
was really starting to come into his own at this point. Not a bad match
but nothing great either.

Syxx puts Flair in the Buzzkill on the bad arm until Mongo makes the
save. The Steiners come out to stare at the Outsiders as we go off the
air.

Overall Rating: C+. This was a better episode of Nitro as you can see
Road Wild’s card coming together pretty well. Tonight had some good
action and a lot of it too, as we had ten matches on a single card. This
worked pretty well as WCW is starting to roll a bit heading into the
biker PPV. Pretty good stuff here tonight.



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Bash at the Beach 1996: It
All Begins Here (Formation of
the NWO/Hulk Hogan Heel Turn)
How in the world do I not have this up yet?

 

Bash at the Beach 1996
Date: July 7, 1996
Location: Ocean Center, Daytona Beach, Florida
Attendance: 8,300
Commentators: Bobby Heenan, Tony Schiavone, Dusty Rhodes

So this is it. This is the show where everything changed for
WCW. There had been an invasion by Hall and Nash, who up to
this point I don’t think had been named, and we had Sting,
Luger and Savage joined together to fight them off. There’s
also a mystery third man that no one knows yet.

That right there is what causes the whole change in wrestling.
It launched WCW into the stratosphere and causes WWF to be
about as sick as you can get without dying. The rest of the
show is pretty much forgotten and with good reason. Let’s get
to it.

If you’re looking for what I think about the beginning of the
NWO, scroll down to the end of this and you’ll find it.

This is subtitles The Hostile Takeover. Yep it’s so hostile
that they’re being given ring music, a match on the show and
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the main event spot on the PPV. I wonder if they got catering
too.

There are security guards at the table with them. Ok then.

Rey Mysterio vs. Psychosis

Rey had debuted at the PPV the month before this. This should
be awesome as they have all kinds of history together. Tenay
replaces Bobby for this one. Rey is YOUNG here, only being 21
at this point. Rey starts off with a half crab. We hear about
how popular these two are, talking about how the masks are
sold in the streets. I always wanted a Kane mask. Finally they
get tired of the leg locks and go all lucha on us.

And then they hit a chinlock. Sure why not. Psychosis hits the
guillotine legdrop that would be his finisher later but it’s
just two here. You know for a match with these guys, this is
pretty freaking boring. Rey finally starts throwing some ranas
to make things interesting. West Coast Pop gets two. And let’s
talk about the main event. Heenan is here too actually.

We hit the floor and Psychosis hits a perfect senton to the
floor on Mysterio. It’s a back splash, not the Hardy move.
This referee is really annoying. He has a hitch in his count
just  like  that  Armstrong  referee  that  got  released  a  few
months ago. So after almost ten minutes they realize they’re
Rey Mysterio and Psychosis and just go the heck off with high
spots.

Psychosis goes for Splash Mountain (Razor’s Edge into a sitout
powerbomb from the top) but Rey shoves off in mid air and
hooks him into a hurricanrana for the pin. That’s still one of
my all time favorite endings to a match. Mysterio would win
the Cruiserweight Title the next night on Nitro.

Rating: B+. This started VERY slow but once they realized the
crowd was only halfway into it, they cranked it WAY up and it
turned into nothing but awesome high spots. See, this is a FAR



different Rey than you’re used to today. This is when he was
the best cruiserweight ever. He was pulling off stuff that is
just flat out insane.

Then he destroyed both of his knees and slowed way down to
where he was like 3rd best in the world. Either way, he’s
amazing at this time and had some of the most jaw dropping
spots ever. Also keep in mind: this is the very beginning of
this division. Today it’s common to see this all over the
place  in  America,  but  it  had  only  debuted  in  mainstream
wrestling less than a year ago at this point, so this was mind
blowing stuff. Great opener and the crowd is white hot now.

Konnan says he’ll keep the title. When asked what happened to
end the match, he says Psychosis had him up for a top rope
Splash  Mountain  but  Rey  reversed  into  a  top  rope
Frankensteiner. YOU CAN’T BUY THIS KIND OF ANALYSIS PEOPLE!

Apparently you can and it’s called Mike Tenay. Got it.

John Tenta vs. Big Bubba

This is a Carson City Silver Dollars Match. In other words,
there’s a sock full of silver dollars on a pole and either Big
Boss Man or Earthquake has to climb it. Keep in mind that
Eddie Guerrero vs. Regal and Steiners vs. Harlem Heat for the
tag titles took place on the Main Event, which was the TV show
that aired before this. Who in their right mind thought this
was a good idea? Oh that’s right: they’re Hogan’s buddies.

Bubba shaved half of Tenta’s hair and half of his mustache,
making him look even stupider. Is there a point to the bag of
silver? Not at all, but why let that stop them? Tenta finally
wakes up and tries to take the pole down. Keep in mind that
you win by pinfall so the pole isn’t even needed. Then again
why would logic make sense here? Earthquake gets tied to the
ropes with athletic tape. Only one arm though.

Who in the name of hollandaise sauce thought this was a good



idea? Boss Man comes over with some scissors to cut the rest
of his hair but Quake uses them to cut the tape. Ok that’s
smart at least. We get our first intelligent thing of the
night as Bubba tells Jimmy Hart to climb the pole. Tenta gets
them and nails Bubba in the jaw with the silver dollars for
the pin. THIS GOT NINE MINUTES.

Was this supposed to be a joke that went bad? Again, Harlem
Heat vs. the Steiners for the TAG TEAM TITLES didn’t go on
PPV, but this did. WOW. Oh and I forgot to mention: THIS IS
THE TALLEST POLE EVER. Tenta is 6’7 and wasn’t even half as
tall as that thing. Seriously, WHO THOUGHT THIS WAS A GOOD
IDEA??? He pours the silver dollars on Bubba afterwards. So
not only did he beat him up, but he pays him for it? Is this
some kind of weird fetish?

Rating: S. As in SERIOUSLY? This makes the PPV and gets almost
ten minutes? I get that Hogan was running things, but this is
ridiculous to put it mildly. The match was boring and the
whole cutting the straps on the pole went nowhere. This was
just freaking bad all around.

The announcers talk for a bit and Tony has a lei on. The
others talk about how important this is and Tony looks like an
idiot. Bobby says he’s been asking people not involved in
wrestling if they know who the third man is. He’s surprised
that they didn’t know. Do I even need to make fun of this?

Team WCW says they’re ready for the Outsiders and don’t care
who the third man is. They all have their faces painted like
Sting. Oh and Luger is full face now, which at least makes
sense for this.

Lord of the Ring: Diamond Dallas Page vs. Jim Duggan

This is a taped fist match for the stupid ring that DDP won
last month that is now worthless since his title shot was
revoked. So apparently in this you can tape your fists more
than you usually can? I hate WCW. I truly do hate it at times,



but at least it improves for a bit after this. The fans chant
USA, even though both guys are Americans. That always made my
head hurt.

I’d love to see someone that Duggan was fighting get fired up
more than he did because of the chants and shout about how
they’re MORE American than Duggan. Apparently 10,000 people
were turned away. Maybe it would be better if they got an
arena that held 10,000 people in the first place. Duggan has
his feet taped together around the post. Again, is there some
kind of tape fetish in this company? And he just gets out
through some unseen method.

Again, Guerrrero vs. Regal and Heat vs. Steiners. Just thought
I’d remind you of that. Page uses the ropes to avoid a suplex
and Tony gets on him for it. Why? It’s a legal move. Everybody
is shocked that Duggan can manage to take control without tape
on his fists. Thanks for the vote of confidence in Duggan.
After being on the floor for 8 seconds, Duggan slides Page in
and walks into the Diamond Cutter for the pin. Duggan throws
some tape on his fist and knocks Page out anyway. Another
waste of time.

Rating: D-. Again, WHAT WAS THE POINT OF THIS? For the life of
me I can’t think of one. Either way, the match was terrible
and I still fail to see the point in it. Just a waste of five
minutes or so.

Giant  and  Taskmaster  say  they’re  not  worried  about  the
Horsemen. Giant is still world champion here.

Lee  Marshall  talks  to  Benoit  and  Anderson  who  get  the
aforementioned  heels  later  tonight.  Arn  of  course  cuts  a
decent promo.

Public Enemy vs. Nasty Boys

It’s a tag team dog collar match with a former ECW team. Pay
no attention to the Stevie Richards/Raven vs. Pit Bulls dog



collar match less than a year before this in ECW. WCW never
stole anything from ECW at all. Not a thing. Have you noticed
a significant lack of young talent on this card other than the
openers or DDP? Bischoff is missing if that means anything at
all. Sags and Rock are attached and Knobs and Grunge are
attached.

We almost immediately go split screen which has the ocean
behind it and only half of the screen is covered by the split
screen due to the MASSIVE BATB logo on the top of the screen.
Brilliant. A trash can full of trash is brought in. Sure why
not. We go up to the beach set and Johnny Grunge gets knocked
down and is in pain. He was beaten by an inflatable pink
shark. Somehow this has stopped being absurd. That’s a new one
on me.

They  fight  for  about  five  minutes  on  the  beach.  This  is
entertaining at least. I know I don’t say that often but this
is one of those matches that reaches the point of insanity
that makes it amusing. The announcers not taking it seriously
at all helps a lot too. We get a table brought in. Keep that
in mind. Rock gets piledriven on the floor and there’s no
cover. Knobs hits a GREAT trash can shot on Grunge.

There goes the first table. We’re back in the ring now with
another table. Now this one noticeably looks different than
your modern Dudley tables. Sags is on the table and Rock goes
up. He gets pulled into a front flip and bounces off the
table. Remember that Rock weighs about 300lbs. Sags goes up
and drops an elbow onto Rock onto the table. It STILL doesn’t
break.

Rock comes unhooked from the chain when he’s whipped into the
chain of Knobs and Grunge and it clotheslines him. That’s also
enough for the pin. Rock knocks Sags from the apron to FINALLY
break the real table. Most tables are precut and weakened to
make going through them easier. This one wasn’t apparently.



Rating: C+. Not bad actually. They woke up and realized that
there’s no point in trying to have these two teams have a
coherent match. This was just pure insane fun and it actually
worked pretty well. The shark was funny if nothing else. The
commentary helped too as they just had fun with it like they
were supposed to. Fun match.

Gene is in front of the Outsiders’ locker room. He doesn’t go
try to talk to them or anything, but he’s in front of it. Love
that hard hitting reporting!

Cruiserweight Title: Disco Inferno vs. Dean Malenko

I hate to say it, but that song is catchy. He says everyone is
here to see him dance and once he wins the title he’ll dance.
The guy had charisma and energy. You can’t take that away from
him. And let’s talk about the main event more. Ok to be fair,
this was a huge match for a change rather than the usual run
of the mill main events so I can’t complain that much.

They talk about how awesome the cruiserweights are even though
a lot of the really great ones aren’t there yet. This is all
Malenko so far. Malenko’s in ring work is really underrated as
far as the flying stuff goes. He actually was ranked as the
best in the world in the PWI 500 in 97. I was surprised by
that. Maybe six minutes in, Disco hits his first offense which
is a punch. And now he just goes off in the longest string of
offense he’s ever been on I think.

It lasts all of a minute. Heenan says pincovers. I thought
only Taz used that term. Most odd. Disco hits his Stunner
which was his finisher but checks his hair first. Dean starts
busting out springboards of all things. He really could do
just  about  all  of  it.  Dean  just  goes  off  and  hooks  the
Cloverleaf for the tap out. Malenko just going off like that
made it work for me.

Rating: C+. This wasn’t bad, but the ending was never really
in doubt. Inferno looked pretty decent if nothing else, but



it’s not like it meant much as Rey would beat Dean the next
night in the opener to win the title. Decent little filler
match though.

Kimberly says nothing of note. She’s in a towel though so I
can’t complain.

Joe Gomez vs. Steve McMichael

So Gomez is a career jobber and McMichael is in his PPV debut
as  a  Horseman.  Any  bets  on  what  happens  here?  Mongo  is
allegedly one of the meanest people Dusty has seen in the last
10-20 years. Wow. This is another of those matches where you
know there’s no drama as to the winner. The crowd is DEAD.
McMichael just isn’t that good yet. To be fair he never became
any good but at least he has an excuse here.

Apparently this is his third match. That’s saying a lot. Gomez
is called a rookie here despite having been wrestling over ten
years at this point. This is just going on too long. That’s
what this boils down to. This match is just too long. They’re
making it look like he can’t finish anyone off. He should win
this in like 2 minutes and we’re over five already. It makes
him look inept rather than elite.

There’s your boring chant. Gomez starts his comeback and they
botch the heck out of a sunset flip. Thankfully they realize
that it’s going bad and just end it almost immediately. This
would have been a success if they cut about 4 minutes out of
it.

Rating: F. This was supposed to be a squash and Mongo was
supposed to look dominant. Neither happened as Mongo looked
like a BAD rookie that had no idea what he was doing. I get
that he needs ring time, but he needs to get it in far shorter
spurts. This can be blamed on the booking far more than the
people in it though. Again, you cut four minutes out of this
and it’s light years better.



Flair cuts a promo and forgets he’s fighting Konnan and says
that he’s fighting a man with 1000 holds. Right. Gene gets hit
on by Woman again which was something I never got at all.

US Title: Konnan vs. Ric Flair

It’s nice to see a guy like Flair going down to Konnan’s
level. This is the kind of stuff you just flat out do not see
in  modern  wrestling.  Konnan  looks…weird.  They  shill  Nitro
tomorrow. Once I get done with the PPVs, I might start doing
some Nitros and Raws. Just not sure how many of them. We hear
about  Flair’s  cardio  which  is  in  a  word,  unmatched.  The
Surfboard never stops looking totally awesome.

Konnan Hulks Up and we go to the floor. Konnan gets a running
start off of the apron and takes down Flair and Liz at the
same time. That’s just WRONG. With the referee distracted
Woman kicks Konnan square in the balls. Even the fans cheer
for it, I’m assuming out of sympathy. In case you forgot about
it, let’s talk about the main event! Konnan makes ANOTHER
comeback and Flair is in something resembling trouble.

This is a very different Konnan here as he looks like a guy
that  actually  could  win  something.  Flair  gets  put  in  the
figure four which for some reason is surprising despite it
happening  in  about  every  match  he’s  ever  in.  The  rolling
clothesline hits and you can tell we’re running out of time
here.

Konnan hooks an abdominal stretch into a rollup for no count
as Liz is with the referee. Lucky bastard. Woman pops Konnan
with the shoe to the head and throws his feet on the ropes
(completely unneeded but it’s what great heels do) to win his
first US Title in over 15 years.

Rating: C+. Not bad but it never got me going on this one.
Flair getting the belt gave it some legit credibility that it
had been lacking recently after runs from One Man Gang and
Sasake so this was a big deal. Konnan never was as important



as he was here again though, but this was just an ok match. I
don’t think anyone thought Flair would lose though.

Gene goes to the Outsiders locker room and there’s a third
voice in there. He’s not sure who it was but he’s heard it
before. Even knowing who this is, the drama is there man.
They’re building this perfectly and I’m excited about this.

Chris Benoit/Arn Anderson vs. Taskmaster/The Giant

Ok so there are two things to keep in mind here. If the
Horsemen  win,  a  Horseman  gets  a  shot  at  the  Giant  the
following night for the title. The second thing is that no one
can beat the Giant so they’re going to focus on Sullivan. They
brawl in the aisle and Mongo runs out with the briefcase he
had to nail Giant who chases Mongo to the back, making it a
handicap match for a bit.

It means nothing as Giant is back in like 8 seconds. Ok then.
Now Benoit and Sullivan were having a GREAT feud where most of
it was shoot stuff as Benoit had (kayfabe) stolen Woman, who
was in real life married to Sullivan. In real life, Benoit and
Woman had an affair and in real life Woman left Sullivan for
Benoit. So in other words, they legit hated each other and
were in brutal fights with each other.

Sullivan gets to get beaten on forever as we realize that the
match is over once Giant comes in. So he gets a tag (to a
freaking POP) and the Horsemen run. Benoit and Sullivan fight
up to the announce area as Giant beats Anderson up like a
jobber and the chokeslam ends it in like a minute. Benoit
dives off of the announcers’ stage to plow into Sullivan.

That could have been a top five ever feud if Sullivan hadn’t
sucked so much. Benoit is just destroying him at this point
until Woman comes out and yells at Chris to stop it. This
never  went  anywhere  because  of  the  NWO.  Benoit  was  just
awesome back then, even moreso than he would become. Giant
carries Sullivan off like a 6 pack which is kind of funny.



Rating: D+. This did its job and that’s it. There was nothing
to the match but somehow it went eight minutes. This was just
a filler to set up the next chapter in Benoit vs. Sullivan and
to be fair it did that, but we’ll never know where it went
after that.

And now the reason why this is the most important show in
WCW’s history up to that point: the main event. Since this is
legitimately one of the biggest matches ever, I’ll have a
special section at the end talking about the NWO at this
stage. I’ll save the latter stuff for when it happens, but
this will focus on the beginning through about Uncensored 97
where Hogan vs. Sting became the clear end goal. So I’m not
skipping this, but I’ll save it for the end so scroll down if
that’s what you’re here for.

We recap the invasion and see Hall walking onto Nitro and
making history back in May. Those two debuts were some of the
biggest shockers I can ever remember. They both blew my mind
and even me, perhaps the biggest WWF mark here, forgot Raw
existed for a little bit. There’s no commentary of voiceover
here.

It’s just clips and occasional audio with them. Not that it
really matters but Hall and Nash cost Sting and Luger the tag
belts. This whole thing comes down to one question: Who is the
Third Man?

Sting/Lex Luger/Randy Savagevs. Kevin Nash/Scott Hall/???

In case you don’t remember, the WCW guys were selected by
putting the names of the top 6 WCW wrestlers based on win/loss
record over the past I think six months or a year in a hat and
drawing them out. The others were Hogan, Taskmaster and Giant.
Hall and Nash come out alone and don’t have names yet. Tony
gives them their names here. Until then they were just the
Outsiders.

I’m not one for six man main events but this feels huge.



Partially because it is huge. Gene goes into the ring before
the WCW guys are here to find out who the third man is or for
that matter where he is. The build for the drama here is epic.
They’re milking this for everything they can.

The commentators aren’t even trying to stay unbiased which for
once is nice. Even Randy Anderson is taller than Gene. Buffer
is almost as tall as Scott Hall. Wow I didn’t realize that.
The bell rings and we actually start with a handicap match.

The paranoia of the announcers actually upgrade this, marking
the final time the WCW commentators don’t make me want a stiff
drink in the history of WCW. Luger and Hall start. Now we get
to the interesting part about a minute in. It turns into a big
brawl and Nash and Luger are in the corner. Sting launches a
Stinger Splash and nails Nash.

He also nails Luger, whose head and neck are rammed into the
turnbuckle/bar attaching the turnbuckle to the ring. He’s OUT.
They bring out a stretcher to carry him to the back and we
have a 2-2 match with the third man on the way out. Now this
does a few things. First of all, it makes the Outsiders look
like they have a chance. Being realistic, there was no three
man combination in the world that could have beaten Sting,
Luger and Savage at this point and looked dominant.

That’s a WCW All-Star team to put it mildly and it would have
been a waste of time to try. By making it two against what
would become three, it makes WCW, the faces, at a disadvantage
as they should be (are you listening TNA?). Also, this throws
out a tiny piece of meat to the smarks as Luger and Sting had
been the top candidates to be the third man.

It opens a door for Luger coming back and never being hurt and
it opens a door for Sting to have done that on purpose. Either
way the match pretty much stops at this point while we wheel
Luger out. Tony says the Outsiders planned that somehow. That
makes no sense but whatever. Crowd is RABID here.



Savage comes in but when Nash goes for a big elbow he lands on
Savage’s head so Sting has to come in. Nash beats the tar out
of Sting as does Hall so Savage is going to get the hot tag.
There’s  no  real  penalty  or  reward  if  the  Outsiders  win.
They’re  doing  something  brilliant  here  as  they’re  pacing
things out to the point where we forget about the third man.

That’s very smart booking and I’m in awe of how this match is
going. Tony says the Outsiders should get hurt. Wow. I’m not
sure if that’s awesome or not. Savage FINALLY gets the hot tag
and you actually can barely understand the announcers over the
crowd. Nash gets a low blow on him though…and here comes Hulk
Hogan. Heenan asks which side is he on.

The Outsiders clear the ring….and Hogan turns heel, dropping a
leg on Savage and then another one. To say the crowd is ticked
off is an understatement. This is legitimately a shock as NO
ONE, not Meltzer, not Keith, not Reynolds, no one called this
and if they did they were wrong at the time because from every
report I can find, this decision was made the day of or the
day before the show as Sting was scheduled to be the third man
until Hogan agreed to do it.

This was a legitimate shocker and it lived up to every bit of
the hype. Hogan turning was the one thing that made this angle
work as I’ll get into later on. This was a great moment and I
was about to cry when it happened. The fans flood the ring
with garbage as Gene gets in. Hogan cements his heel status by
saying the fans need to shut up if they want to hear what he
has to say. That line alone makes this promo.

He says the name and the rest is history. Hogan claims the
success for making WWF. I’m shocked too. Hogan says he’s bored
with WCW and is joining up with the Outsiders and calls them
the new blood of WCW. This is the one problem I had with both
this turn and Austin joining the Alliance in 2001. Both guys
said they were bored with the companies they had been in and
wanted better competition.



If you’re going to be fighting the company you used to work
for,  won’t  you  be  fighting  the  same  competition  you  were
fighting before? Hogan’s title win was over Giant who he had
fought at I think three PPVs and his first defense was against
Flair and you know that history. That just never made sense to
me.

He  throws  in  the  for  some  reason  semi-famous  line  about
Bischoff selling meat from a truck in Minneapolis which is
actually true. Hogan runs down the fans and does his trademark
line. Tony says Hogan can get out twice and we’re done.

Rating: A+. This was about launching the NWO. It worked.

OverallRating: B+. Not even considering the main event, this
is a very good show all around. There’s one bad match early
on, but you completely forget about everything else by the
main event. There’s some great stuff on here and you could
easily use this show as a definition for how to build drama to
the ending. That was all that mattered but it worked like a
charm at the end. Great show and well worth watching all the
way through.

Despite all that happened to it later on and all the insanity
that came from it and how it eventually became an albatross
that brought WCW to its knees (and yes, most of the blame can
still go on Hogan for reasons I’m sure we’ll get to later),
when it began this was one of the best storylines in the
history of wrestling (and yes X and others, I know Bischoff
stole it from Japan).

Having an invasion could have been the best idea in the world.
However, I think it peaked as soon as the Giant and Fake Sting
joined. The problem simply was that at that point, it stopped
being about an invasion and it was just a big faction in WCW.
Hogan had to be there or else it was two guys beating up WCW
guys. Hogan was virtually unbeatable in WCW so they needed him
on board or everyone would just be waiting on Hogan to come in



and save the day for WCW all over again.

The  problem  became  that  EVERYTHING  became  about  the  NWO.
Angles such as Benoit/Sullivan and DDP’s benefactor were just
dropped and it was NWO all the way. This is a big part of why
the company failed in the long run. People got tired of the
NWO and WCW had nothing else to throw out there.

Over in the WWF at their peak you had Austin vs. Vince but you
also had the IC Title all over the place, you had the hardcore
stuff, you had a (terrible) lightweight division, you had DX
vs. the Nation and Rock vs. HHH. The midcard wars were going
on and while they were tied to Austin vs. Vince, at the same
time they were their own feuds. In short, there were a lot of
things going on in the company other than just the main event.

Now, the NWO came out red hot and was the #1, #2 and #3 reason
why WWF got its head handed to them and the early days of it
were  the  best.  That  night  where  Rey  got  thrown  into  the
trailer was one of the sickest things I have ever seen in
wrestling and I was legit scared of the NWO after that. To say
they nailed the start of this was an understatement. The NWO
was a brilliant idea and it saved both WCW and Hogan.

The next year and a half were some of the most interesting
shows of all time. Note that I said interesting and not good
or anything like that. Either way, I’m looking forward to the
next  bunch  of  PPVs,  but  we’re  going  to  reach  a  point
eventually, and it’s not going to go well. Still though, this
was GREAT and probably the biggest and best played shock in
wrestling history.

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews



Thought of the Day: The New
X-Pac Heat
The  old version has since been replaced by Vickie Guerrero
Heat where people boo her simply because that’s what you do
when Vickie is on screen.  My question about it, as well as X-
Pac Heat: what difference does it make why the people are
booing?  Isn’t that the desired goal?  Who cares if it’s X-
Pac/Vickie Heat or regular heat?

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/11/27/thought-of-the-day-the-new-x-pac-heat/
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