
Impact Wrestling – March 30,
2023:  Never  Before  Seen
Sideshow
Impact Wrestling
Date: March 30, 2023
Location: Globe Theater, Los Angeles, California
Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

This is a special show as it is really a big pre-show for the
Multiverse United show taking place later tonight. Since that
isn’t enough to carry two hours, there are also a few bonus
matches  from  previous  TV  tapings.  Impact  has  been  rather
entertaining lately but sometimes you need to shake things up
a bit. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

We  run  down  the  Multiverse  United  card,  which  is  pretty
stacked.

Santino Marella comes in to talk about the card, because when
you think dream matches with Impact vs. New Japan, you want
that accent and jokes about how he can’t get his words right.

Video on Mike Bailey vs. Hiroshi Tanahashi, with Tanahashi
being Tanahashi and Bailey wanting to face one of the best
ever.

Let’s look at one of those two in action. From new Japan
Resurgence 2021.

IWGP US Heavyweight Title: Hiroshi Tanahashi vs. Lance Archer

Archer is defending and sends Tanahashi outside to start. It
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works so well that he does it again and we’re clipped to
Tanahashi getting clotheslined to the floor as Jon Moxley
(with a beer in a nasty flashback) is watching at ringside.
Archer hits a running flip dive off the apron and Tanahashi is
whipped into the barricade.

Back in and three straight running shoulders crush Tanahashi
in  the  corner  but  Archer  stops  to  yell  at  Moxley.  We’re
clipped again to Archer scaring the referee and getting in a
low  blow  but  Tanahashi  fights  out  of  the  chokeslam.  A
backsplash  sets  up  a  middle  rope  flipping  backsplash  but
Archer kicks him in the face as we take a break.

Back  with  Tanahashi  slipping  out  of  a  Black  Out  (having
apparently already taken one). Tanahashi fights back and hits
Twist and Shout, followed by a Sling Blade for two as we hit
fifteen minutes in (about 12 show, including a commercial).
Archer fights back and loads a chair in the corner but of
course gets sent into it instead. A Black Hole Slam gives
Archer two and we’re clipped to the two of them on top.
Tanahashi knocks him down and hits back to back High Fly Flows
for the pin and the title at 15:44 shown (of 19:26 and again,
minus about 3:30 due to commercial).

Rating: B. Tanahashi might not be what he used to be but even
a banged up and old Tanahashi is still better than just about
anyone in the world. He knows exactly how to wrestle a monster
like Archer and it is nearly impossible to not enjoy something
about  him.  Very  engaging  match  here  as  I  wanted  to  see
Tanahashi make the comeback. I’m sure the longer version is
even better, as it tends to be.

Rocky Romero loves seeing the promotions working together and
is ready to win another title tonight.

We take a quick look at Trey Miguel beating Lince Dorado at
Sacrifice.

Video on Minoru Suzuki vs. Kenta vs. the New Japan Openweight



Strong Title. For some reason, Suzuki, who earned the shot by
pinning Kenta in the New Japan Cup, seems mad.

The hosts pick Kenta, but think both of them can be violent
when they’re angry.

Fred Rosser replaces Santino and is ready for his eight man
tag tonight.

We look at how Chris Bey and Ace Austin won the Tag Team
Titles.

We also see the Motor City Machine Guns beating Bey and Austin
at Against All Odds.

We look at the Motor City Machine Guns beating Austin and Bey
at Overdrive.

We look at Aussie Open beating Austin and Bey on Impact. You
might want to present your champs in a better light.

Austin and Bey did beat The Mighty Don’t Kneel at Sacrifice.

Rosser picks Austin and Bey to retain the titles.

We recap the mess left behind due to Mickie James suffering a
broken rib. She isn’t going to vacate the title, but it comes
down to her health status at Rebellion. If she is healthy,
she’s in a title match but if not, it’s Jordynne Grace vs. the
winner of tonight’s four way match.

James joins us and is sad about not getting to compete but we
do have something to cheer her up: the Knockouts are the
feature in this month’s Pro Wrestling Illustrated (somehow for
the first time ever. She puts over the division and says she
wanted  to  face  Miyu  Yamashita  tonight,  which  sends  us  to
another exclusive match.

From Windsor, Ontario, Canada.

Miyu Yamashita vs. Killer Kelly



Miyu powers her around to start before firing off the kicks. A
big one to the chest drops Kelly, who looks somewhere between
stunned and happy. One fan: “Kelly’s gonna kill you!” Miyu
sweeps the leg again and gets two off a running kick to the
chest. Kelly is back with some knees, only to get blasted with
a clothesline for two. Some arm trap headbutts have Al Snow
smiling somewhere and Kelly suplexes her into the corner.

It’s too early for the Killer Klutch though and Miyu hits a
running kick to the face for a double knockdown. They slug it
out from their knees and fight to the floor with Miyu getting
the better of things. Miyu’s springboard something is broken
up though and Kelly gets two off a fisherman’s suplex back
inside. Kelly manages to pull her into the Killer Klutch but
Miyu slips out and kicks her in the head (Skull Kick) for the
pin at 10:14.

Rating: B-. Kelly continues to be someone who feels like she
could be a big deal if she was given the chance. She has a
unique look and feels creepy at times, which is a lot more
than some can say. At the same time, Miyu came off like a more
polished star (as she is) and that kick at the end looked
great. Fun, hard hitting match here between two skilled women.

Here’s what’s coming on New Japan on AXS TV.

Tommy Dreamer joins us to talk about his issues with Bully
Ray, setting up their team Hardcore War at rebellion.

We look at Bully Ray getting into a hockey fight with Darren
McCarty at Sacrifice, resulting in Ray and the Good Hands
putting him through a table. Then Scott D’Amore and company
returned,  with  D’Amore  giving  Jason  Hotch  a  Canadian
Destroyer. Still probably not the best thing for a retired
boss to do.

We preview Jeff Cobb vs. Moose in the Multiverse United hoss
fight.



Dreamer picks Cobb because he hates Moose. That’s rather to
the point.

Moose joins us from the arena to say that Tommy Dreamer is
jealous about only accomplishing a fraction of what Moose has
accomplished. As for Cobb, Moose knows he’ll bring it but
Moose  knows  how  to  win.  For  some  reason  Moose  sounded
somewhere  between  sleepy  and  old  here.

Post break Scott D’Amore joins us and invites D’Amore to join
his team at Rebellion. D’Amore thankfully declines because
he’s the President of the company. With Dreamer gone, D’Amore
talks about Josh Alexander’s injury and is glad to have Lio
Rush take Alexander’s place against Kushida tonight. We look
at Kushida Hoverboard Locking Alexander at a recent show, with
the  hosts  speculating  that  had  something  to  do  with
Alexander’s  injury  (nice  touch).  Since  Alexander  is  hurt,
let’s take one more look at him defending the title.

From Las Vegas, Nevada.

Impact Wrestling World Title: Kenta vs. Josh Alexander

Alexander is defending and backs Kenta (with a bad shoulder)
into the corner to start. A quick ankle lock sends Kenta
bailing to the ropes and he’s able to send Alexander face
first into the buckle to take over. We take a break and come
back with Kenta kicking away and looking down at Alexander
like a heel should. Alexander fights up and gets knocked to
the floor, followed by a neckbreaker to give Kenta two back
inside.

Another comeback is cut off with the tornado DDT across the
top rope. A top rope clothesline gives Kenta two and he knocks
Alexander to the apron. Back in and Alexander managers to
power him into the corner as we take another break. We come
back with Alexander taking him down for two and they slowly
get up. An exchange of hard shots to the face put both of them
down, followed by another slugout.



Kenta manages a hanging DDT and a running basement dropkick in
the corner. A top rope double stomp gets two more and Kenta
rips off the champ’s headgear. GTS is countered into the ankle
lock but Kenta reverses into a rollup. A running knee gets two
on Alexander but he blasts Alexander with a forearm. The C4
Spike retains the title at 21:50.

Rating: B. This was the long form match between two guys who
can beat each other up. Kenta can be a heel rather well and
he’s come a long way since the Hideo Itami days. At the same
time, it’s sad to see Alexander still being able to go in the
ring here because he wouldn’t be able to defend/lose the title
because of his injury. Either way, good match here which would
have been a lot of fun for the live crowd.

Scott D’Amore is sad about Alexander, who has to show up next
week to vacate the title.

One more Multiverse United rundown ends the show.

Overall Rating: B-. This was a weird show as the wrestling
worked well and it was nice to see something new, but the rest
of the show was literally a big discussion about/commercial
for Multiverse United. The bonus matches helped but you very
easily could have skipped this one and not missed much. At
least it was just a one off and we get the big show later
tonight, so it’s hardly some horrible idea.

Results
Hiroshi Tanahashi b. Lance Archer – High Fly Flow
Miyu Yamashita b. Killer Kelly – Skull Kick
Josh Alexander b. Kenta – C4 Spike

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books



at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

WrestleCon  Supershow  2023:
I’m Going To Get Some Of This
Wrong
WrestleCon Supershow 2023
Date: March 30, 2023
Location: Globe Theater, Los Angeles, California
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Veda Scott

With some independent shows from promotions I don’t know much
about  out  of  the  way,  we  now  have  one  of  the  bigger
independent  shows  of  the  year.  This  is  one  of  the  best
collections of independent talents you’ll see and that should
be the case again here. The card is stacked as usual so let’s
get to it.

We meet our announce team and here is Mick Foley to welcome us
to the show. Foley was backstage earlier and Aja Kong asked
for a picture with him so things are going well. He started
off as a super fan just like the man this show is named after,
Mark  Hitchcock.  We  see  a  video  on  Hitchcock’s  career  (I
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believe the same one as last year) and Foley wishes us a nice
day.

Blake Christian vs. Michael Oku

Christian offers a handshake to start and Oku reluctantly
accepts it, with everything being fine. Oku wastes no time in
taking him down and going for the leg but it’s too early for
the half crab. They both try dropkicks and it’s an early
standoff. Christian offers a left handed handshake and this
time he tries a cheap shot, only to get dropkicked down.

Oku gets knocked hard to the floor but there isn’t enough room
for a dive, meaning Christian has to ram him into the apron
instead. A standing flip splash gives Christian two but Oku
kicks his way to freedom. Oku’s frog splash crossbody hits
Christian but the ribs are too banged up to cover. There’s the
Penalty Kick to Christian, who kicks the leg out and hits a
619 between the bottom and middle rope.

A Saito suplex gives Christian two but Oku knocks him to the
floor this time. Somehow Oku manages a Fosbury Flop, only to
have Christian pop up and hit one of his own. They pull
themselves  to  the  apron  and  slug  it  out,  with  Christian
grabbing a half and half suplex. For some reason they get back
in even faster than after the dives so Christian hits another
half and half on another apron. Back in and Christian misses a
450, allowing Oku to grab a half crab. The rope is quickly
grabbed so Oku heads up, with Christian following with a belly
to back superplex. Now the springboard 450 can connect for the
pin at 14:08.

Rating: B. This was the kind of independent match that you
would expect from a show like this with these people involved.
Oku is someone who has grown on me over the years as he is
rather smooth in the ring most of the time. Then you have
Christian, who is one of the hotter names outside of the major
promotions right now and is getting some shots in Ring Of



Honor as well. Good opener, with a rather indy style.

Respect is shown post match.

Bryan Keith/Kenta vs. Tom Lawlor/Christopher Daniels

Daniels is a mystery partner and I think he’ll do. He even has
his own Lawlor style cutoff jean shorts over his singlet. We
also  have  a  special  guest  enforcer  for  this  match  and
it’s…..KEN  SHAMROCK!  That’s  quite  the  surprise.  Daniels
shoulders Keith down to start and stomps away in the corner,
only to get big booted down. Lawlor comes in and takes Keith
into the corner to stomp away as well as Scott says yes, that
is in fact Ken Shamrock.

It’s off to Kenta, who conducts the fans chanting his name.
Daniels gets struck down and Keith is in for a double back
elbow. Back up and Daniels manages to send him into the corner
for the tag off to Lawlor. An Angle Slam looks to set up a
cross armbreaker before Lawlor takes off his jean shorts to
reveal….smaller  ones!  Daniels  suplexes  Keith  into  Lawlor’s
Penalty Kick for two as commentary talks about the shorts.

Lawlor accidentally forearms Daniels though and Keith gets in
a kick, allowing the tag off to Kenta. A top rope clothesline
gives Kenta two but it’s back to Keith, who gets dropped with
a double clothesline. Lawlor comes in to slug it out with
Kenta until Lawlor gets caught with a hanging DDT.

The running basement dropkick in the corner rocks Lawlor again
and there’s the double stomp for two. Daniels breaks up the
GTS and Lawlor gets in a few shots for two. Lawlor stares down
at Shamrock as he puts on the ankle lock, only to have it
reversed into a crossface. Daniels decks the referee though,
meaning Lawlor tapping means nothing.

A low blow cuts Keith down so Shamrock comes in….but won’t
count. Daniels yells at Shamrock and gets dropped with a right
hand, meaning it’s time for the showdown with Lawlor. The



distraction lets Kenta roll Lawlor up for the pin (as counted
by Shamrock) for the pin at 18:04.

Rating: C. The Shamrock/Lawlor stuff was good but this was
more long than anything else. It never quite got to the next
level and it followed a pattern: Kenta beat the other two up
and then Keith would lose control. That was repeated multiple
times and it doesn’t exactly make for the most exciting match.
It wasn’t bad, but just kind of there until the end.

Post match Lawlor goes after Shamrock, who suplexes and ankle
locks him. Kenta and Keith get to leave in peace.

Negro Casas vs. Ultimo Dragon

Commentary says these two have had 100+ documented matches
against  or  with  each  other,  which  is  probably  closer  to
250-300. Before the match, we get a video from Chris Jericho
(ok then), who praises both guys and talks about the influence
they had on his career. Jericho wants some cheering for these
two because we’re in for a treat. Casas backs him into the
corner to start and works on the arm until Dragon gets a
rollup.

With that broken up, Casas goes back to the arm until a
standoff gives them a breather. Dragon reverses an armbar into
the surfboard, which is broken up fast because these two are
119 years old combined. We get another standoff and the fans
are pleased again. Casas kicks him into the corner but Dragon
kicks him out to the floor. The Asai moonsault is broken up so
Dragon settles for a superplex instead. The Dragon Sleeper
finishes Casas (perhaps by knockout) at 12:00.

Rating: C+. This is one of those “you mean we get to see
this???” matches and that is not a bad thing. The idea of this
show is giving you matches you won’t get to see elsewhere and
at this point in their careers, how likely was it to get to
see this match again? It wasn’t even bad as they were both
working hard and had a completely watchable match. Nice job,



and a special treat for longtime fans.

Respect is shown post match.

Arez/Latigo/Laredo Kid vs. Rey Horus/Galeno Del Mal/Aramis

Why yes, this will be under lucha rules. Latigo offers a
handshake to start and promises it’s ok. The ensuing rollup
gives Aramis two and they have a stand off, with a middle
finger included. Arez (who takes off his mask to reveal the
face paint that inspired Finn Balor’s Demon look) comes in to
face Horus for an exchange of quick covers. Horus seems to be
annoyed so it’s off to the rather large Galeno, with Arez
panicking.

Arez hands it off to the Kid, who isn’t pleased at all. Some
triple teaming manages to take Galeno down and out to the
floor. Kid hits a dive onto Galeno as his partners grab half
crabs back inside. Some very loud chops have Aramis in trouble
and the crowd wincing, followed by the running strikes in the
corner. Galeno has to make a save so he gets triple teamed
fight back down. Arez and company manages a triple gorilla
press on Galeno for two in an impressive crash.

Horus and Aramis get back up and fight back though, allowing
Galeno to go up top for the HUGE high crossbody to wipe out
everyone. Galeno LAUNCHES Horus over the top into a dive onto
the other three, followed by Galeno’s flip dive over the top
(and he sticks the landing). Arez is back in to kick Galeno
down but Aramis grabs an Air Raid Crash for two. Horus is back
in as well with that very spinning DDT of his, setting up
double dives from Horus and Aramis. That leaves Galeno to grab
a swinging butterfly superplex to finish Latigo at 11:14.

Rating: B. You know what you’re getting in a match like this
and that’s all they delivered on. This was six people going
nuts and doing whatever they could squeeze in, with Galeno
looking awesome throughout. It’s a lot of fun and you can
always count on seeing something like this around this show.



Good stuff here and as usual, the flips and dives were a lot
of fun.

Post match respect is shown and money is thrown into the ring,
as is tradition.

The  Tokyo  Joshi  Pro  ring  announcer  (apparently  popular)
handles the intros for the next match.

Hyper Misao/Shoko Nakajima/Yuki Kamafuku/Mizuki/Yuki Aino vs.
Raku/Nao Kakuta/Miu Watanabe/Riku Tatsumi/Hikari Noa

I apologize in advance for getting the names wrong as there
are no name graphics and I’m trying to figure out who is who.
Hyper Misao grabs the mic and says since she is a superhero,
she can win this on her own in seconds (not even minutes).
Misao’s partners are sent to the floor and everyone gets in a
running charge on Misao in the corner. Raku runs the ropes,
puts her hands next to her head to signal sleep, and then sits
on Misao for two. Scott: “She loves trains and she loves
naps!”

Misao gets over for the tag to Aino, who hammers away a bit.
Raku brings in Tatsumi to pick up the pace. The rather strong
Watanabe comes in for a double slam and a double swing (egads)
and it’s off to Mizuki (the top champion). A double stomp
rocks Yuki and it’s Mizuki coming back in (they’re changing in
and out VERY fast), only to get her legs wrapped around the
post. Watanabe comes in and reverse Alabama Slams Tatsumi onto
Mizuki.

Raku grabs comes in but can’t get a Russian legsweep and
everything breaks down for a bit. The second legsweep attempt
connects but Mizuki reverses into a Crossface. That’s broken
up and Misao comes in with a high crossbody as everything
breaks down. Raku Sling Blades Mizuki, who is back with a
quick suplex for two. A top rope double stomp gives Mizuki the
pin on Raku at 14:20.



Rating: B. It was a lot of fun and it was all fast paced, but
the  lack  of  telling  us  who  these  people  are  (Veda  Scott
shouting names that she is familiar with as us for 15 minutes
doesn’t count) made it kind of insane. Now that being said,
the athleticism was great and some of the power stuff was hard
to believe. I could absolutely see this being a lot more
interesting with less going on at once and that means as a
showcase,  this  was  a  success.  Just  let  us  settle  in  to
something (literally) foreign to a lot of us a little better
next time.

Mike Bailey vs. Shigehiro Irie

The stream slips up a bit so we go from the end of Bailey’s
entrance to Irie hitting a cannonball for two. Bailey fights
back with the kicks until Irie blasts him with a clothesline.
A powerbomb is cut off though and Bailey hits the standing
moonsault knee drop. The tornado kick hits Irie in the corner
but the Ultimate Weapon misses. The Beast Bomber lariat gives
Irie two and it’s another cannonball into another Beast Bomber
to knock Bailey. Some hard strikes to the side of Bailey’s
head knock Bailey out for the stoppage at about 10:15.

Rating: C+. From what I could see, this was another hard
hitting  slugfest,  though  it’s  almost  weird  to  see  Bailey
losing. Irie is a monster who impressed me before and it’s
nice to see him getting a win over a prominent name. If he
wants a contract somewhere, I’m sure multiple companies would
be willing to sign him, though granted I said the same thing a
few years back. Bailey can absorb a loss as I’m sure he’ll
have 17 more matches this weekend to make up for things.

United Empire vs. Time Machine

That would be Jeff Cobb/Aussie Open vs. Kushida/Motor City
Machine Guns. The fans are split between Aussie Open and the
Machine Guns as Hiroshi Tanahashi joins commentary (allegedly,
as he doesn’t say anything and isn’t seen, making me think I



didn’t hear that right). Kushida takes Fletcher down with a
headscissors  to  start  before  switching  into  a  kind  of
surfboard. Shelley comes in to stay on the arm and it’s off to
Davis, who gets kicked in the head.

It’s Sabin coming in to double kick Archer down, with Kushida
coming in for the double submission and Dream Sequence. Cobb
comes in and isn’t about to get sunset flipped. A backbreaker
and World’s Strongest Slam have Sabin in trouble for a change
but  he  fights  out  and  brings  Shelley  back  in.  Everything
breaks down and the Aussies pick the Guns up to ram them
together.

Fletcher sends Shelley into the corner, allowing Cobb to come
in and stand on the banged up back. Cobb holds the legs down
so Davis can stand on Shelley’s hand for a change. A missed
backsplash lets Shelley bring Kushida in to clean house as
we’re having audio/visual issues. Kushida hits a running palm
strike in the corner before rolling into a DDT on Davis. Time
machine grabs triple submissions until Cobb escapes and makes
some saves.

Shelley and Fletcher slug it out with the former getting the
better of things to take over. The Aussies fight back up and
clean house, with Kushida having to break up Coriolis. Time
Machine takes over with a three man Dream Sequence to Fletcher
and Sabin dives onto all three at once. Davis is back in to
clean house until he gets Downward Spiraled into the buckle.
Sabin tornado DDTs Cobb but the Aussies are back up with
Coriolis to finish Sabin at 16:32.

Rating: B+. Yeah this worked again, as all six were rolling
and you had an awesome match throughout. The Guns can still
hang with anyone and the Aussies are getting better every time
they’re in the ring. Kushida’s spot is long established and
Cobb is the monster that can work anywhere. I had a really
good time with this and it went just as a match like this
would have been expected to go. It’s also nice to see the



Aussies win a big match for a change as they don’t tend to do
so.

AAA Mega Title: El Hijo del Vikingo vs. Komander vs. Black
Taurus

Vikingo is defending and I think this might work. Komander and
Vikingo shake hands but Taurus is having none of that. Taurus
manages a running crucifix bomb to both of them at once before
launching  Komander  over  the  top  and  out  onto  Vikingo.
Naturally he follows with a big twisting dive onto both of
them as the fans approve. Back in and Taurus hits some running
corner clotheslines until the other two get together and pull
him outside.

Now it’s a double dive to drop Taurus, followed by stereo rope
walk moonsaults to drop him again (awesome indeed). Back in
and  Vikingo  hits  his  springboard  450  stomp,  followed  by
Komander’s rope walk shooting star for two. That’s enough for
Vikingo to go after Komander for daring to try for his title.
A top rope hurricanrana takes Komander down but Vikingo has to
deal with Taurus in the form of a top rope shooting star
hurricanrana (geez).

Vikingo goes right back up top, then to the post, for a rope
walk front flip….where he bounces off the top and backflips
into  an  armdrag.  Komander  springboards  a  lot  (I  stopped
counting at six) into a hurricanrana to Taurus before flipping
Vikingo from his shoulders into a backbreaker. With Taurus on
the floor, Komander rope walks into a dragon rana to plant him
again, only to have Vikingo jump to the top for a corkscrew
dive. Scott: “Taurus, every time he gets back on his feet, a
human being keeps falling from the heavens to take him down!”

Back in and Vikingo’s shooting star hits raised knees and
Komander spins him into two knees to the chest. Taurus comes
back in for a backbreaker on Komander and a pop up Samoan drop
makes it worse. Komander hits a springboard poisonrana on



Taurus but gets dropped by Vikingo.

A crucifix driver plants Taurus, who pops back up with a spear
to put Vikingo down for a three way breather. Taurus and
Komander fight on the apron with Komander being dropped hard
onto the ropes. Vikingo 630s onto the waiting challengers,
followed by some running knees to Taurus in the corner. The
630 finishes Taurus to retain the title at 12:42.

Rating: A-. Much like the six man lucha libre match earlier,
you knew what you were getting with this match and that is
what they delivered. This was about going insane with one flip
after another, plus Taurus doing well with his power stuff as
an addition. It was a heck of a fight and I had a blast having
my jaw drop over and over. Vikingo and Komander can blow your
mind  time  after  time.  Great  stuff  here  and  nothing  was
following this one, making it the only choice for a main
event.

Respect is shown and money is collected after the match. The
three of them pose to end the show.

Overall Rating: B+. This show started a bit slow but once it
got going, it was the kind of WrestleCon Supershow that you
would have expected. It was a bunch of random matches with one
different style after another, allowing all kinds of stars to
get the chance to shine. I look forward to this show every
year because you get so much out of it and that was the case
again, as the show ends with an awesome one two punch. Throw
in everything else that worked and this was great, with only
one match not being rather good (mainly due to time issues
more than quality). Check this out if you get the chance and
have a lot of fun.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to



my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Santino Brothers – California
Love: Marella Has Nothing On
Them
California Love
Date: March 30, 2023
Location: Ukranian Center, Los Angeles, California
Commentators: Jack Farmer, Slice Boogie

This is from Santino (not Marella) Brothers Wrestling, which I
have at least heard of, making it worthy of a look this
weekend. That could make for a variety of possibilities here,
though I have no idea what to expect coming in. We could be in
for almost anything here and hopefully that makes for a good
show. Let’s get to it.

Note that I do not follow the promotion so I’m coming in
blind. I apologize in advance for anything I miss involving
backstory, character details etc.

The ring announcer welcomes us to the show and runs down the
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card.

Eli Everfly vs. Kidd Bandit

Everfly wears a fly mask to the ring and Bandit is the Techno
Witch. This is teacher vs. student with Everfly (teacher)
jumping Bandit to start. The big dive to the floor drops
Bandit but a DDT plants Everfly back inside. Everfly is fine
enough to kick Bandit in the face but charges into a kick to
the head as well. Sliced Bread on the apron drops Bandit
though and a jumping knee gets two.

An exchange of kicks rock each other inside until Bandit’s
Angel Killer (something out of an electric chair) is countered
into a tiger suplex for two. A double underhook destroyer
(ouch) gives Everfly two more but Bandit gives him a spinning
kick to the head. The Angel Killer (One Winged Angel) onto the
knee finishes Everfly at 7:24, despite the referee stopping
for some reason between two and three.

Rating: C. Pretty standard independent style match here and
that’s all it needed to be. Having a bit of a story with the
student vs. teacher thing worked well, but it was more about
two people doing moves to each other until one of them won.
Bandit  is  booked  all  over  the  weekend  so  there  might  be
something there, though this was just an ok showcase.

Big Dick Hoss vs. Koto Hiro vs. El Primohenio vs. Alec Tomas
vs. Richie Coy vs. Ray Rosas

For an Inner City Title shot. Hoss is a monster cowboy, Hiro
looks like Ultimo Dragon if you deflated him to about 80%
size, Tomas is proud of being Armenian, Coy is flamboyant and
Rosas is a former champion (and a replacement for the injured
Rob S*** (yes I said Rob S***)). It’s a brawl to start with
Hoss planting Rosas and tossing Tomas for a bonus.

Hoss is sent to the floor though and Coy comes in with a high
crossbody to Primohenio. La Mistica into a Fujiwara armbar has



Primohenio in trouble but Rosas makes the save. Hiro sweeps
Rosas’ leg out and a springboard spinning bulldog makes it
worse. Tomas plants Hiro though and adds a tiger bomb for two.
Primohenio comes back in with a top rope Sling Blade and a
dropkick hits Tomas for a bonus.

Hoss has to pull the referee out (no DQ in a scramble) so
Rosas goes after him for a change. Hoss cleans house until
everyone goes after him one after another. Five stereo knees
to the face has Hoss knocked silly before it’s time for the
parade of suplexes and drops on the head. Tomas Blue Thunder
Bombs Coy for two with Rosas making the save. Rosas moonsaults
onto almost everyone else at ringside, followed by a spear to
Primohenio. A top rope elbow connects to give Rosas the pin at
7:55.

Rating: C+. I’m not big on scramble matches but it is nice to
see one where you could see people standing out a bit, with
Rosas feeling like a star. Other than that, Hoss felt like a
monster but he only had one rush of dominance. That left four
people who didn’t really make an impression, but at least
Rosas, who felt like the most complete star here, got to look
good.

Raunchy Rico vs. Tyler Bateman

Rico has his manager Damien Arsenick in his corner. Before the
match, Arsenick does an Andy Kaufman bit of introducing the
fans to soap and deodorant. This goes well with the water that
Arsenick keeps spraying on Rico so they have a gimmick! Rico
says that he respects Bateman and goes into Spanish, seemingly
saying  he’ll  win.  Thankfully  commentary  gives  us  a  quick
backstory (Rico cost Bateman a title shot) to give us a reason
for this to be taking place. A lot of places don’t do that so
well done on the important touch.

We get the Big Match Intros and Arsenick DOES NOT want to be
called the water boy. They go to the mat to start (commentary



is surprised) and Rico needs a breather on the floor. Back in
and Bateman knocks him to the apron for a strike off, with
Arsenick offering a quick leg trip.

Bateman is fine enough to chop away in the corner but Rico
hits  a  running  shoulder  to  the  ribs.  A  neckbreaker  keeps
Bateman down but we do pause for a quick water break. Bateman
grabs a suplex for a breather and an elbow to the face puts
Rico down again. This Is A Kill (Tombstone) gives Bateman the
pin at 8:50.

Rating: C+. They beat each other up well enough, with the
Water Boy stuff being a cute enough bonus. Bateman feels like
a monster and the Tombstone was good enough to look like an
appropriate finisher. Rico didn’t exactly show much, though he
hit hard and had enough of a presence. Nice slightly more
violent match here and it worked.

Bomb Squad vs. Lucas Riley/Dom Kubrick

The Squad is Cameron Gates/DKC, with Gates talking about how
special it is for him to be back with his best friend. Riley
and  Kubrick  come  out  to  Dancing  Queen  so  they’re  already
awesome. DKC goes with the grappling to Kubrick to start but
Kubrick takes him into the corner for some chops. Gates comes
in  and  misses  a  charge  at  Riley,  who  dropkicks  him  down
without much trouble.

It’s back to DKC to take Riley down and crank on the arms,
only to have Riley slip out fast. Kubrick comes in and is
promptly double flapjacked and dropkicked as the Squad is way
ahead on continuity here. Another tag brings Riley back in and
some kicks start to work on DKC’s arms in an effort to slow
down the chops. DKC gets flipped into a faceplant but Kubrick
can’t decide to cover or tag. Instead Kubrick goes up and
misses  a  moonsault  Swanton  (that  looked  cool,  minus  the
crash).

Gates  comes  in  to  pick  up  the  pace  with  a  wacky  double



takedown,  meaning  it’s  already  time  to  go  back  to  DKC.
Everything breaks down and DKC gets monkey flipped into a
sitout powebomb (that was sweet) for another near fall. Gates
has to save DKC on top and it’s a powerbomb/top rope Rough
Ryder combination for two on Riley. Kubrick and Riley fire off
superkicks to Gates but DKC takes a big one himself, taking
the  bullet  for  Gates  in  a  way.  The  Cutter  99  (assisted
springboard cutter and I believe that’s the name) finishes DKC
at 14:11.

Rating:  B-.  This  was  an  interesting  dynamic  as  Riley  and
Kubrick weren’t full time partners (though they did have a
history) while the Squad was trying to get back on the same
page after time apart. It was good action throughout and that
assisted cutter was a good looking finisher. Nice match here
with Riley and Kubrick having a chance to move up the ladder
to a bigger stage at some point.

Post match Gates and DKC are upset but ok, only to have Big
Dick  Hoss  (Gates’  former  stablemate)  come  out  for  a
distraction.  Gates  decks  DKC  from  behind  to  end  the  team
again.

Matt Vandergriff vs. Bad Dude Tito

Tito certainly has charisma as they roll around to start, with
Vandergriff getting two off a rollup. The smaller (but still
tall)  Vandergriff  snaps  off  a  hurricanrana  to  send  Tito
outside, where the big dive connects as well. Back in and
Vandergriff’s dive doesn’t quite work and bangs up his knee.
Tito unloads with chops and a cannonball gets two, leaving
Tito a bit frustrated.

Vandergriff is fine enough to start striking and flipping
away, including knocking Tito down. A top rope dive is speared
out  of  the  air  though  and  Vandergriff  is  down  again.  A
hurricanrana and brainbuster get two on Tito but he’s back up
with an enziguri. Vandergriff is sent outside for a dive,



followed by a heck of a lariat back inside. The Low Down gives
Tito the pin at 8:54.

Rating: C+. This was power vs. speed and both of them looked
good  throughout.  Vandergriff  is  a  nice  flier  and  Tito  is
someone who can run you over with straight power. Power vs.
speed is something that has worked forever in wrestling and it
works here too, with a pair of guys who might get another look
from someone slightly higher up after some more matches like
this one.

We  recap  the  Inner  City  Title  match,  with  Delilah  Doom
defending in a triple threat. As well as I can tell, Doom won
the title and two other women (Heather Monroe/Johnnie Robbie)
want to take it from here. Simple yet effective enough.

Inner City Title: Delilah Doom vs. Johnnie Robbie vs. Heather
Monroe

Doom is defending and Monroe earned her title shot before the
Coronavirus pandemic so this is a long time in the making.
Everyone tries a rollup to start and Robbie is sent outside
fast. Monroe sends Doom throat first into the rope though and
a neckbreaker gets two. Robbie is back in to send Monroe
outside as we’re in the two in/one out formula. Monroe comes
back in and gets dropped just as fast, leaving the other two
to slug it out.

Everyone is back in now with Robbie hitting some double knees
on Doom in the corner. Monroe gets back up and is taken down
by Doom’s springboard Codebreaker to put everyone down again.
They slug it out from their knees with Doom getting the better
of things as they get back to their feet. A double Stunner
drops both challengers and it’s a double 619 to send Monroe
and Robbie outside.

Back to back suicide dives send them into the chairs, followed
by a double missile dropkick back inside. Something close to a
Widow’s Peak hits Monroe but Robbie is up with a neckbreaker



for two on Doom. Monroe is back up and gets German suplexed
back down to give Robbie two.

Doom goes up but gets caught in a Tower of Doom, with Monroe
slamming Robbie onto Doom for a double two (which would have
given Robbie the title as she was covering Doom without the
shoulders being on the mat). Robbie knocks Monroe off the top
so Doom takes her place, setting up a super victory roll to
retain the title at 13:03.

Rating: B. This was a hard fought match with some rather
strong action throughout. All three of them stood out and
there were times where I wasn’t sure who was going to win. All
three of them got to show off a bit here and I could go for
seeing more of all three. Best match of the show so far and it
was a rather nice surprise.

Post match Ray Rosas comes out to hold up the title….and then
lay Doom out. The fans are NOT pleased but Rosas says it’s all
their fault. He gives them everything he had and then when he
took some time off to heal up, the fans moved on. Rosas puts
on a seated full nelson (kind of like a Crossface) until
security breaks it up.

Che Cabrera (Santino Brothers Champion) and Damien Arsenick
are ready for Willie Mack.

Santino Brothers Title: Che Cabrera vs. Willie Mack

Mack is challenging and Cabrera has Damien Arsenick. Feeling
out process to start with Mack moving around until Cabrera
works on a wristlock. That’s reversed into a headlock, which
is reversed into Cabrerea’s hammerlock. Back up and an armdrag
sends  Cabrera  into  the  corner,  followed  by  a  middle  rope
armdrag to put him down again. They fight outside with Cabrera
getting some water, earning himself some hard chops into the
crowd.

Back in and Cabrera jumps over Mack to set up a heck of a



running shoulder. An eye poke has Mack in more trouble but he
sends  Cabrera  outside  again.  The  suicide  dive  sends  Mack
flying  into  a  chair  though  and  we  pause  for  more  water
spraying. Back in and Mack starts getting fired up and drops
Cabrera with a spinwheel kick.

Mack’s  spinning  back  elbow  sets  up  the  swinging  slam  and
there’s the running reverse cannonball (which didn’t seem to
make  much  contact).  The  Samoan  drop  into  the  standing
moonsault but the Stunner is countered into a Death Valley
Driver.  Cabrera  drapes  him  over  the  top  for  a  swinging
neckbreaker  and  the  kickout  means  it’s  time  for  the
frustration.

A nasty slingshot DDT plants Mack for two more (with the
referee’s hand hitting the mat as Mack’s shoulder was up at
the very last second). Mack manages a high collar suplex and
sends Cabrera outside for the running flip dive. Back in and
Arsenick sprays water in Mack’s eyes, allowing Cabrera to snap
off a super hurricanrana. A Jackhammer retains the title at
16:20.

Rating: B-. This was a hard hitting match with both of them
working hard, though it went a bit longer than it needed to as
they had gotten the point across. Arsenick interfering wasn’t
exactly a hot finish, but I do like Cabrera having to do his
own big moves after the cheating to retain. Cabrera didn’t
exactly let the world on fire but for a tough champion, I’ve
seen worse options.

Post match the beatdown is on with Raunchy Rico coming in for
the beatdown. Matt Vandergriff and Tyler Bateman come in but
get taken down as well. Arsenick yells about how no one can
hang  with  Cabrera,  including  Slice  Boogie  on  commentary.
Boogie’s bad leg can’t help him but he grabs a chair and runs
in to piledrive Arsenick. Boogie says he had to vacate the
title because of his injury so on July 29, he’s coming for
Cabrera.



Overall Rating: B-. It’s cool to see a promotion with so many
of its own unique stars and only a handful who have been
around in any prominent spot. Outside of Mack, there were only
so many names who have been around elsewhere and that made
things more fun. There wasn’t anything bad on the show and
some  of  the  matches  were  quite  good,  so  well  done  on  a
showcase from a promotion that doesn’t get a lot of attention.
The women’s triple threat was especially good and they even
set up something for their next big show. Nice job all around
here.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Relentless Wrestling – March
29,  2023:  Always  Go  Baha
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Blast
Relentless Wrestling
Date: March 29, 2023
Location: Don Quixote Event Center, Los Angeles, California
Commentators: Maddox Ryan, Heather

We’ll kick off the Wrestlemania weekend with this promotion
from the Pacific northwest. This is one of the shows that I
was hoping to find and they’re streaming it on their Twitch
channel so it’s worth a look. I’ve heard of a few names on the
card and there is some potential here. Let’s get to it.

Note that I am coming into this completely blind and have no
idea about storylines, history or anything else. I apologize
in advance for anything I get wrong.

Also note that the camera appears to be a handheld from the
balcony and nothing more, so the production value isn’t the
highest.

The unnamed host comes out to welcome the fans, who are amazed
that the fans came out on a Wednesday night. He thanks the
fans here and back home in Spokane, Washington and lists off
their local sponsors, plus the venue. The host (Maddox Ryan?
Maybe?) brings out his co-host and ring announcer, Arya Blake,
who used to work in MLW as MJF’s girlfriend.

Andrew Everett vs. Danny Limelight vs. Keita vs. Robert Martyr
vs. Jai Vidal vs. Adam Brooks

So this is a six way elimination match for a Championship
Contract (I’m assuming #1 contender). The fans certainly seem
into Keita, who is announced as a former champion. On the
other hand, Everett is a former Impact Wrestling star who is
dressed liked the Giant of WCW fame and billed from Grenoble
in the French Alps. Limelight praises Los Angeles and gets
beaten down as a result.
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Everett’s double chokeslam is broken up and I guess we’re off
without a bell. Brooks starts cleaning house but stops to
dance,  only  to  counter  an  Everett  chokeslam  into  a  DDT.
Everett  gets  knocked  down  again  and  it’s  Vidal  taking
Limelight over the top to clear the ring. Back in and Vidal
hits some running knees in the corner as apparently Brooks
tapped out somewhere in there (even commentary, as limited as
it is, seems surprised).

Keita grabs a kneebar to make Vidal tap and is announced as
the winner with his music playing, but he grabs the mic to say
this is elimination rules. I think we can call that a botch
and move on to Keita diving onto everyone else at ringside.
Back in and Everett takes out Martyr and Limelight hits a
piledriver for the elimination.

A  sitout  powerbomb  gets  two  on  Keita  before  Martyr  and
Limelight slug it out. Martyr gets choked out and it’s down to
Keita vs. Limelight. Keita gets fired up and slugs it out with
Limelight again before having to backflip out of a choke. An
ankle lock gives Keita the win and the title shot (Commentary:
“Wait did he just win?”) at 11:22.

Rating: C. I do appreciate the elimination rules and the match
certainly  wasn’t  bad,  but  this  production  is  taking  some
getting used to. It’s hard to keep track of what is going on
and commentary is only talking about the match here and there.
The action worked well enough though and the fans were way
into Keita so they certainly went with the popular star. As
for the rest, the Giant thing feels more than a bit out of
date and only Vidal really stood out, but for what we were
seeing here, it could have been a lot worse.

Wrestling With Wregret Internet Title: Zicky Dice vs. ???

Yes it’s the title from Brian Zane’s webseries on the line.
Dice, with former champion Levi Shapiro is defending in an
open challenge and Simon Miller from Whatculture answers. The



rather strong Miller sends him into the ropes to start but
Dice comes up with some streamers to knock him back. That
works as well as streamers to the face are going to go and
Dice bails to the floor. Dice: “Who trained this guy???”

Shapiro comes in and offers a distraction (and a trip) so Dice
can punch Miller down, setting up the Arn Anderson eye rake on
the ropes. Dice gets two off a bridging northern lights suplex
and a clothesline gets the same. Back up and Miller hits him
in the face, causing Dice to throw up his own X….and pull
another streamer from his mouth, Phantasmo style. The streamer
clotheslines Miller down and Dice gets in a hip swivel into a
reverse chinlock.

Miller fights up and runs Dice over, which is enough for
Shapiro to pull Dice outside. Some silly string to the face
(and near the referee) drops Miller, who is fine enough to do
a not great tilt-a-whirl slam. Miller misses a middle rope
splash as Ryan starts talking a lot more on commentary. Dice
sprays something else at Miller but here’s a masked man to
belt Dice in the head….for a double DQ at 9:10.

Rating: D. Yeah this really didn’t work and commentary/fans
asking “what just happened” isn’t a good sign. The match was
all  about  the  comedy,  which  wasn’t  exactly  funny  and  the
ending was even worse. This was quite the step down from the
opener and felt more like a way to have a title match without
having  any  kind  of  a  serious  ending.  Miller  didn’t  help
himself here either, and this was a hard sit.

Post match everyone leaves and the mask stays on.

Team Slim Jim vs. Thrussy

That  would  be  Drexl/Warhorse/Chase  James  vs.  Allie
Katch/Effy/Dark Sheik. Upon a fan request, commentary tries to
start a DADDY EFFY chant, even as Warhorse and Katch chop it
out. Katch is rather confused but is fine enough to shrug off
Warhorse’s shoulder. Warhorse is allowed to roll Katch up for



two and they stop to pose at each other. Sheik (a hardcore
woman) and Drexl (a hardcore guy) come in, with the fans
thinking Sheik is going to kill him.

They stare at each other a bit until Sheik chops him in the
corner to no avail. The fans think Drexl is a sick f*** as he
offers to let Sheik chop him…so she drops down for a low blow.
Drexl seems to approve so Sheik kicks him into the corner.
Effy and James come in to complete the trilogy of pairings and
they strike it out. Effy blocks a kiss attempt though and hits
an atomic drop before dropping onto all fours.

With that not going anywhere, Effy hits some running kicks in
the corner for two and Sheik adds a slingshot legdrop. James
is sent face first into the back of Katch’s trunks (wiggling
ensues) and we hit a front facelock to slow things down. Effy
comes back in and…I think bites James’ nipple, earning himself
a knockdown. James finally gets over to Warhorse to pick up
the pace as everything breaks down.

Drexl paper cuts Effy and cuts Katch in the corner, only to
get dropped by Effy. Sheik’s top rope spinning legdrop gets
two on Drexl….and here’s a giant Slim Jim. Said Slim Jim beats
up Thrussy but they get together and make him eat a regular
Slim Jim. Sheik hits a top rope spinwheel kick to Warhorse and
Effy hits a Rough Ryder to finish Drexl at 15:55.

Rating: C. This was oddly entertaining, as they went pretty
straightforward  with  the  Slim  Jim,  even  if  it’s  a  rather
strange gimmick. The action was much more comedy based but in
this case it actually worked a bit better. Effy and Katch are
bigger names here and it makes sense to have them go over,
especially over Drexl, who didn’t seem that well received.

Post match the fans get Slim Jims.

Pacific Northwest Relentless Title: Alan Angels vs. Chris Bey

Angels is defending and does not seem to be the most popular.



They go with the grappling to start and Bey gets to dance,
only to get caught in a headlock. Bey is back up and sweeps
the leg a few times, sending Angels outside. Back in and Bey
hits a double stomp to the back as commentary talks about the
character development needed to be a manager.

Bey chops him down and adds a kick to the back as the giant
Slim Jim jumps in on commentary for a minute (he is also NOT
Jackson Price, despite their apparent similar sizes). Angels
manages a kick to the back as commentary switches to Keita
eating burritos. A hard clothesline gives Angels two and we
hit the abdominal stretch. Bey fights out and hits a running
clothesline, followed by a kick to the head for two.

Angels’ standing Sliced Bread gets the same but he misses a
top rope…we’ll say knee, allowing Bey to grab a Code Red for
two  (should  have  gone  Baja  Blast,  or  at  least  not  Pitch
Black). Bey can’t hit the Art of Finesse (springboard cutter)
and Angels drops him hard with a clothesline for two more.
They’re both down…and here’s Keita with his contract from
earlier. Keita pins Angels to win the title at 12:29.

Rating: C+. I was getting into this one and wanted to see who
was going to win before the screwy finish. That being said, I
can get not wanting to pin a bigger name like Bey while also
not wanting to give him the title. This gets the belt back on
what feels more like a promotion regular while also giving us
a pretty nice match. You could tell that these guys were on
another level and that was a good boost for the show.

The host thanks a camera woman who has been at all of their
shows.

POW Pro Wrestling Title: Vin Massaro vs. Funnybone

This is from the POW promotion and Massaro (with Mr. Ooh-La-
La) is challenging. The funny part is that Massaro’s music has
been  played  twice  by  mistake  throughout  the  night  and
commentary said something like “HE’S REALLY COMING OUT THIS



TIME”.  Funnybone  is  a  scary  yet  popular  clown/demon  who
enziguris Massaro to start but a cheap shot sends Funnybone
into the corner.

Stomping and choking ensue but Funnybone fights up and sends
him outside for the suicide dive. Back in and Funnybone misses
something from the top, allowing Massaro to suplex him into
the corner. Some running knees to the face give Funnybone two
but he accidentally kicks the referee down. Massaro grabs a
chair  but  cue  a  rather  large  man  to  spear  Massaro  down.
Funnybone adds a top rope double stomp to retain at 8:26.

Rating: C. I feel like I’ve seen Funnybone before and Massaro
has been around for a bit, so this match had some experience.
It felt like more of a showcase for the promotion and its
title, which is a good enough way to get something else on the
card. Granted I’m not sure why you would want to do that when
you’re having your highest profile show to date, but maybe it
was some agreement.

Kidd  Bandit  vs.  Brooke  Havok  vs.  Act  Yasukawa  vs.  Billie
Starkz

No word on if this is elimination or one fall to a finish, as
commentary would rather say Bandit is “so pushy as a heel”.
Havok and Starkz are sent outside fast and Act ties Bandid’s
legs in the ropes for a running dropkick. Bandit is back up
with a rollup and the two of them go outside. Starkz and Havok
come back in with Havok grabbing a headscissors as we lose
audio for a second. Act is back in with a missile dropkick to
Bandit, setting up Starkz’ flip dive onto all three.

Back in and Bandit gives Starkz a backbreaker into a spinning
Downward Spiral for two. Starks is fine enough to pick up for
a Doomsday crossbody from Havok, who gets to slug it out with
Act. Bandit kicks Act down so Starkz has to Swanton in for the
save. Back in and Starks grabs a quick rollup to pin Havok,
leaving everyone seeming a bit surprised.



Rating: C+. This was pretty much on the nose for the standard
format four way and it worked well enough. Starkz is someone
whose name has been getting out there more and more as of
late, including an AEW appearance, making her the biggest name
here. The ending came a bit out of nowhere, but that’s kind of
the idea behind a match like this. Quick and to the point, but
the action made it work.

Here is Tom Lawlor for the main event but he doesn’t have Team
Filthy (his usual partners) with him. Instead, he is willing
to let two men have a chance to join. This brings out Matt
Vandergriff and Cal Jack, who seems rather patriotic. It seems
we have a six man.

Tom  Lawlor/Matt  Vandergriff/Cal  Jack  vs.  TJP/Jacob  Austin
Young/Mike Bailey

TJP is the hometown boy so I think we have a hero (thought he
fans seem to like Bailey more). The villains jump the good
guys to start but TJP and company send them outside for stereo
triple dives. We settle down to Vandergriff getting taken into
the  corner  for  the  early  beating,  including  TJP’s  corner
handstand into a headscissors. TJP ties him up in the Muta
Lock but has to let go because that’s not a normal way to
bend.

Jack gets in a cheap shot from the apron to Young though and
it’s Lawlor (who has his fans) coming in to take over. Hold on
though as Lawlor needs to stop and take off his shorts to
reveal his signature cutoff jean shorts. There’s a Stink Face
to Young and Vandergriff comes in to keep up the beating.
Jack’s gutwrench suplexes give him two but Young is able to
hit Lawlor with some loud chops.

The comeback is cut off by a Jack bearhug until Young manages
to slip out and grab a sleeper. That’s broken up, but the hot
tag brings in Bailey to loudly kick away. Jack gets in a low
superkick and brings Vandergriff back in to send Bailey into



the middle buckle. Bailey catches him on top for a super
hurricanrana though and it’s off to TJP vs. Lawlor. A discus
forearm cuts TJP off but he does his swing through the ropes
into a….broken Sharpshooter.

Lawlor reverses into a cross armbreaker, which is reversed
into some weird Sharpshooter cousin. That’s broken up as well
and a Side Effect gives Lawlor two. Bailey comes back in to
kick away, including the bouncing series into an enziguri on
Vandergriff. Everything breaks down and Vandergriff moonsaults
onto  everyone  not  named  TJP.  Lawlor  breaks  up  TJP’s  dive
though, only to have TJP kick him down.

A frog splash gives TJP a rather close two but Bailey is back
in with his spinning kick in the corner. Jack cuts Bailey off
so Vandergriff can hit a 450 for two of his own but TJP cleans
house. TJP guillotines Jack so Bailey can add the Ultimate
Weapon, allowing the good guys to grab triple submissions for
the stereo triple tap at 17:30.

Rating: B. This was absolutely the match that should have
headlined the show as it was easily the best thing all night.
It’s another case of having the most talented stars in the
ring and getting to see just how good they are. Bailey and TJP
are both very talented and Lawlor should be in a bigger spot
somewhere. I got into this one and it was a heck of a way to
end the show, so well done all around.

The winners celebrate and Blake thanks the fans to wrap up the
night.

Overall Rating: C+. While it had a VERY rocky start, this got
better as it went along and the bigger stars helped a lot.
What matters is they had an entertaining enough night when
more people are probably going to see them than ever before.
There are better indies out there that are more worth your
time, but this was a nice mixture of their own talent and
people who were around to make for a nice night.



They need to fix A LOT of stuff, with commentary being at the
top (granted it was more people filming the show and trying to
talk  about  it  rather  than  traditional  commentary  so  fair
enough), but for what it was, it’s a nice enough use of two
and a half hours. Cut out the Dice/Miller stuff and it’s that
much better, but nothing else was close to bad all night. The
main event is worth seeing if you’re in for some lower scale
but still good indy action though and for a show like this,
that’s a solid result.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Taz

We are on the way to Double Or Nothing and that means the card
needs to start coming together. You can probably guess a few
of the matches that are expected, but there is also a big show
next week in New York. There is a good chance that we will be
finding out some of the matches on this week. Oh and Kenny
Omega vs. Jeff Cobb, if we just have to. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Jungle Boy vs. Matt Hardy

Ethan Page is here with Hardy, who stares Jungle Boy down to
start before working on the arm. That’s reversed into Jungle
Boy’s wristlock and a dropkick puts Hardy on the floor early
on. They trade places and Matt hits a dive before the brawl
can continue. A Side Effect on the apron plants Jungle Boy and
we take an early break.

Back with Jungle Boy fighting back but Page pops up on the
apron. Cue Hook to even things up and brawl with Page but he
accidentally hits Hardy for trying to break it up. Back in and
Jungle  Boy  backslides  Hardy  for  two  before  nailing  a
superkick. A running Downward Spiral sets up the running elbow
to the back of the head for the pin at 9:57.

Rating: C+. It’s a good idea to have Jungle Boy in the ring
with someone like Hardy, who isn’t going to go too nuts and
can keep things a bit more grounded. Jungle Boy is talented at
what he does but can use some help in the ring from time to
time. Hardy is a shell of the shell of himself but he can
still wrestle a basic match, just like he did here.

Post match here is MJF, who says he runs the show around here
so the fans can shut up. Not that it matters though as next
week, they’re back in the best place in the world in Long

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/03/22/dynamite-march-22-2023-to-the-days-of-old/


Island,  New  York  MJF  isn’t  happy  with  how  Jungle  Boy
interrupted things two weeks ago and calls his entire AEW run
mid. It’s not MJF’s fault that things are falling apart for
Jungle Boy and he brings up their match at Double Or Nothing.

For the first time, MJF felt like he had met the man he would
be at war with for the rest of his career. That night, MJF
shook his hand but now, here they both are. MJF says that
people like Marko Stunted Growth and Christian (MJF: “Great
call by the way.”) held him down and Hook will do the same.

They could have run this place together but now Jungle Boy
only cares what the fans think. Jungle Boy calls him selfish
and self centered, which is enough for MJF to keep running his
mouth. MJF finally goes too far by saying Anna Jay wasn’t
impressed with Jungle Boy’s, uh, yeah, meaning the fight is
on. Jungle Boy beats him down in the corner but MJF bails from
the running forearm to the back of the head. It still feels
like we are going towards that four way and this might have
been adding another pillar to the founda….I have no idea how
construction works but you get the idea.

Kenny Omega is getting taped up for his match tonight when Don
Callis,  who  tells  Omega  to  not  worry  about  Hangman  Page.
Callis is off to apologize.

The  Jericho  Appreciation  Society  treats  the  Acclaimed  and
Billy Gunn to a night on the town, complete with a St. Louis
Blues game, ice cream and a rather nice looking dinner. The
Acclaimed will make their decision about joining the team next
week. When Matt Menard sees the bill for the night, he hopes
all of this is worth it. The Acclaimed could have a hotter
feud than this in an igloo.

Dalton Castle/The Boys vs Blackpool Combat Club

The Club jumps them to start and Moxley brawls with Castle on
the floor. The bell rings and Castagnoli Riccola Bombs Brent
for  the  pin  at  49  seconds.  Well  that  was  unexpected  and



exactly what it should have been if Castle wasn’t in the ring.

We look back at Kenny Omega vs. El Hijo Del Vikingo. Tonight,
Omega is ready to defend the IWGP United States Title against
Jeff Cobb.

Don Callis tries to apologize to Hangman Page, saying he just
lost his balance last week and knows Page didn’t do anything.
Page isn’t sure but the Blackpool Combat Club comes in to deck
him. Callis tries to shake Moxley’s hand but gets beaten down
as well, leaving him busted open.

Post break Omega is told about what happened to Callis and
Page. He’s shaken but has a match.

IWGP United States Title: Kenny Omega vs. Jeff Cobb

Omega is defending. They stare each other down to start until
Omega’s shoulder has no effect. Cobb is sent to the floor
though and Omega hits the big flip dive. Back in and Cobb goes
after Omega’s banged up ribs to take over, with a hard shot
sending Omega outside. We take a break and come back with
Omega slipping out of a bearhug and trying a backslide.

With that not working, Omega blasts him with a V Trigger into
a pair of snap dragons. Cobb pops right back up though and
hits a hard clothesline to leave them both down. They go up
top with Cobb hitting a delayed superplex and a V Trigger of
his own. Omega is able to counter the Tour of the Islands into
a ripcord knee and another V Trigger. The One Winged Angel
retains the title at 9:57.

Rating: B. I’m not the biggest Omega guy but he is miles
better on the good side than the evil one. Omega’s offense is
built to be a hero and it has been on display in the last two
weeks, both of which have worked well. Let him be more of the
AEW superhero than anything else and he should be a lot easier
to watch week in and week out. Cobb continues to be a guy who
feels like he could be slotted into any main event spot but



he’s never around long enough to do so.

Post  match  the  Blackpool  Combat  Club  comes  to  the  apron
surround Omega….and Bryan Danielson returns to get in the
ring. Danielson chases them off and says no before offering to
help Omega up. Omega accepts but, after going after Wheeler
Yuta, gets caught with the running knee and the LeBell Lock,
with the rest of the Club stomping away. Security and Brandon
Cutler come in and are beaten down too.

Video on FTR vs. the Gunns.

The Gunns are ready for FTR and know they’re just as good as
FTR could ever been. They don’t respect FTR though and next
week it will be top guys, out.

International Title: Orange Cassidy vs. The Butcher

Blade is challenging and has Blade with him. Cassidy gets
jumped  before  the  bell  but  says  he’s  fine  enough  to  go.
Butcher beats the fire out of him for a bit before taking it
outside. A hard whip into the barricade drops Cassidy again
and we take a break. Back with Cassidy rolling through a Texas
Cloverleaf and going to the eyes to escape a powerbomb.

The Stundog Millionaire connects and the tornado DDT plants
Butcher for two. The diving DDT gives Cassidy the same but
Blade comes in with a cheap shot to the back (with some kind
of object) to give Butcher two. Cue the Best friends to go
after Blade, plus a cheap shot to Butcher, with the same
object,  so  the  Orange  Punch  can  connect.  The  Beach  Break
finishes Butcher at 7:54.

Rating: C+. Cassidy wins again as I believe that is 17 in a
row since winning the title. It’s still working, but I’m not
sure how long he can go without some of the charm wearing off.
Having him out there week after week is going to start taking
away some shine, especially if it’s just a bunch of one off
opponents.



Jade Cargill and company think Taya Valkyrie is going too far
by stealing Jaded. Vengeance is promised on Rampage.

Juice Robinson is ready for Action Andretti on Rampage before
he gets to Ricky Starks.

Willow Nightingale vs. Ruby Soho

The rest of the Outcasts are here too. Soho is chased to the
floor to start and we get a meeting with the Outcasts. That’s
not cool with Nightingale, who pulls her back in and counters
No  Future.  A  side  slam  into  the  basement  crossbody  gives
Nightingale two. Hold on though as Soho has something in her
eye, allowing Saraya to get in some knees to the face. Choking
on the ropes ensues and we take a break.

Back with Nightingale hitting a hip attack in the corner and a
powerbomb gets two on Soho. That’s enough to make Soho ask for
a truce, only to get caught in a Death Valley Driver for two
more. Nightingale goes up but gets distracted by Toni Storm,
allowing Soho to hit a pair of No Futures….for two (ok they
got me). Destination Unknown is countered into a backslide but
Nightingale is back up with a hard Pounce. Storm breaks up the
doctor bomb though and Soho grabs a rollup with feet on the
ropes for the pin at 9:03.

Rating: C+. It’s kind of sad that AEW has someone as naturally
charming as Nightingale but you know she is going to lose as
soon as her music starts playing. The Outcasts claim another
victim as this story continues to not exactly be great. It’s
just another female heel group, which has been done to death
in wrestling over the last few years. It isn’t like they’re
doing anything interesting and that is starting to show fast.

Post  match  the  Outcasts  load  up  the  Pillmanizing  on
Nightingale’s  ankle  but  Riho  and  Skye  Blue  run  in.  That
devastating pair is beaten down but here is Jami Hayter for
the real save.



Powerhouse Hobbs is ready to hurt more people. The lack of QT
Marshall or QTV made this roughly 485% better than anything he
has done in recent weeks.

Adam Cole vs. Daniel Garcia

Feeling out process to start with Garcia grabbing a headlock.
Cole reverses into one of his own before shouldering Garcia
down. A headscissors drops Cole though and a piledriver sends
him outside as we take a break. Back with Cole hitting a pump
kick and the brainbuster onto the knee gets two.

They trade kicks to the face until Cole gets caught in a
German suplex. Some elbows to Cole’s head keep him in trouble
but he’s back up with a failed Panama Sunrise. The Dragon
Tamer has Cole in more trouble until he makes the rope. An arm
trap piledriver (that’s a new one) gives Garcia two but he
charges into a boot in the corner. The Panama Sunrise sets up
the Boom to finish Garcia at 11:05.

Rating: B-. This was all it needed to be (despite further
death of the piledriver) as Cole comes back and gets a win
over a wrestler with some status. Garcia was there to help
Cole get his feet wet again and it was a good match to help
him do just that. Cole is still smooth and my goodness I’m
glad to see him as a hero for once. His heel stuff is good but
I could go for seeing him do something else, which is actually
happening for a change.

Post match Britt Baker comes out to celebrate with Cole as a
bunch of streamers fly. Cue Chris Jericho to….help Garcia to
the back and glare at Cole without doing anything. Cole and
Baker celebrate to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. Between last week’s huge main event and
next week’s big show in New York, this was the show between
the shows. As a result, AEW rightfully took its foot off the
gas a bit, as you don’t want to run through everything you
have. Next week should be a heck of a big show and this helped



set that up with nothing bad and some good action throughout.
I liked the show and it has me more invested in next week so
well done here.

Results
Jungle Boy b. Matt Hard – Running forearm to the back of the
head
Blackpool Combat Club b. Dalton Castle/The Boys – Riccola Bomb
to Brent
Kenny Omega b. Jeff Cobb – One Winged Angel
Orange Cassidy b. Butcher – Beach Break
Ruby Soho b. Willow Nightingale – Rollup with feet on the
ropes
Adam Cole b. Daniel Garcia – Boom
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It’s  Wrestlemania  Week
(Schedule Update)
Dang it feels good to say that. It’s the biggest week of the
year for wrestling and it is going to be the busiest week I
have by far. I have my schedule ready and from Wednesday –
Monday, I’ll be covering 22 shows, which might go up to 26 if
some more are streaming. The regular schedule is going to be
more than a bit off from Thursday – Saturday but if it is a
show I usually do, it will be posted at some point, hopefully
less than 24 hours after it ended. I’m really not sure what
order they are going to go up in, but it is mostly going to be
whatever I can find/get to next. It’s going to be a crazy few
days, but I’ll have everything I can for you as fast as I can.

KB

Daily News Update – March 29,
2023
Make sure you check out a recent review:

NXT – March 28, 2023

D’Oh! SmackDown Star’s Mistake Not Being Taken Well On Social
Media.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/doh-smackdown-stars-mist
ake-not-taken-well-social-media/
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That Thing? Update On Long Forgotten WWE Concept.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/thing-update-long-forgot
ten-wwe-concept/

WRESTLING RUMORS: WWE May Have Planted Seeds For A Major Feud
On Monday Night Raw.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wrestling-rumors-wwe-may
-planted-seeds-major-feud-monday-night-raw/

WRESTLING RUMORS: WWE Considers Reunion For Very Successful
Team.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wrestling-rumors-wwe-con
siders-reunion-successful-team/

One Down: Popular AEW Star Suffers Torn Bicep During Title
Match.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/one-popular-aew-star-suf
fers-torn-bicep-title-match/

End Of The Road? Logan Paul Reveals His WWE Contract Expires
Very Soon.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/end-road-logan-paul-reve
als-wwe-contract-expires-soon/

She’s Back: Injured NXT Champion Returns, Officially Added To
Major Title Match.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/shes-back-injured-nxt-ch
ampion-returns-officially-added-major-title-match/

Not So Fast. WWE Passes On Hiring Former Ring Of Honor
Champions.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/not-fast-wwe-passes-hiri
ng-former-ring-honor-champions/
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As always, hit up the comments section to chat
about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
Rumors Facebook page.

NXT – March 28, 2023: Out For
Deliver(y)
NXT
Date: March 28, 2023
Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Booker T.

It’s the go home show for Stand & Deliver and there are a few
spots that still need to be filled, albeit in multi person
matches. Other than that, we get to find out if Grayson Waller
vs. Johnny Gargano will be sanctioned or not, plus probably a
lot more on Bron Breakker vs. Carmelo Hayes for the NXT Title.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Battle Royal

Apollo Crews, Axiom, Dabba Kato, Hank Walker, Dante Chen, Xyon
Quinn,  Edris  Enofe,  Scrypts,  Nathan  Fraser,  Jinder  Mahal,
Dijak,  Charlie  Dempsey,  Quincy  Elliott,  Oro  Mensah,  Damon
Kemp, Malik Blade, Odyssey Jones, Drew Gulak, Javier Bernal,
Bryson Montana

The winner is the final entrant in the Open Challenge for the
North American Title at Stand & Deliver, with champion Wes Lee
at ringside. Scrypts flips in to hit Axiom as the bell rings,
with Elliott being tossed out. The brawling ensues and Chen is
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kicked out as well. Montana is tossed and Kemp is kicked out
as well. Enofe and Blade get together and send Dijak to the
apron, where Jones gets rid of him.

Dijak pulls Jones to the floor and sends him into the steps
before throwing him back in. That lets Mahal toss the banged
up Jones, with Blade and Enofe fighting Mahal to the apron.
Crews dropkicks Enofe out and Blade is sent as well, with
Scrypts being tossed too. Mahal gets back in as Crews tosses
Bernal out.

We take a break and come back with Dempsey tossing Walker but
eliminating Gulak at the same time. Mahal is knocked out and
we’re down to Axiom, Fraser, Kato and Dempsey. Everyone else
gets together to get rid of Kato before knocking each other
down. Axiom knocks Dempsey to the apron and then out, leaving
us with two. They trade shots to the face until the Golden
Ratio is cut off. Another superkick knocks Axiom silly but he
sends Fraser to the apron anyway. Fraser skins the cat but
gets superkicked anyway, which oddly brings him back in. Axiom
tosses him out to win at 14:33.

Rating: C+. This was more fun than most battle royals, at
least partially due to how fast they kept the pace. Axiom
winning  wasn’t  a  guarantee,  as  they  had  me  wondering  if
someone would cost him the match and have him come back later
in some way. It’s the right call though, as he has been
chasing the title shot for a good while now.

Post match Lee gets in the ring and everyone in in the title
match appears for a staredown.

Pretty Deadly, in matching hats, pick JD McDonagh to win the
North American Title. More on this later.

Andre Chase thanks Tyler Bate for the great performance last
week.  They’re  ready  for  Stand  &  Deliver,  but  Duke  Hudson
doesn’t seem thrilled.



Brooks Jensen is worried about his relationship with Kiana
James but Josh Briggs says it’s cool. Cue James and Fallon
Henley, with James saying she has gotten the guys a match
tonight. If they win, they’re in the Tag Team Title match at
Stand & Deliver. Henley is skeptical but the guys are happy.

Tyler Bate vs. Von Wagner

Chase U and Mr. Stone are here too. Wagner kicks him in the
face to start and grabs a neck crank. Bate is sent into the
corner but gets a boot up to cut Wagner off. A knee lift
staggers Wagner again, setting up a middle rope elbow. There’s
a rebound forearm into Bop and Bang. Stone grabs the leg
though and Chase isn’t happy. Thea Hail jumps Stone and Hudson
gives a half hearted low bridge so Bate can dive onto Stone.
Back in and Bate drops Wagner, setting up the Spiral Tap for
the pin at 4:04.

Rating: C. Nothing out of the ordinary here as Wagner is a
punching bag and Bate is one of the more talented stars in
NXT. It’s nice to see Bate getting a chance to do something
for a change, even if sliding him into Chase U is a bit weird.
For now though, he’s the ace in the tag match on Saturday and
that should be enough.

Chase U celebrates but Schism pops up on screen with a video
of how Chase U will be under Schism’s control. Some of the
students seem to have already embraced the changes. Screwing
up Chase U would be bad enough, but PLEASE don’t put even more
focus on Schism. I can’t take it.

Roxanne  Perez  is  looking  for  Shawn  Michaels  but  he  just
stepped out.

Post break, Perez talks to Shawn, saying she is cleared to
return.  Shawn  says  her  health  is  the  priority  though  and
defending the title in a ladder match isn’t the best idea. We
can get a new champion crowned and she’ll get the first title
shot.  Perez  talks  about  having  anxiety,  which  has  Shawn



wondering  if  she  is  all  cleared  mentally  instead  of
physically.

She needs to know that there are other chances but Perez wants
to steal the show like he did at Wrestlemania. Shawn finally
relents and lets her in the match but sends her away before he
has a nervous breakdown. That’s a very different way to go and
it could be interesting and/or a disaster depending on which
way they take things.

Elektra Lopez vs. Valentina Feroz

Lopez powers her into the corner to start and it’s time to
work on the leg. Feroz fights up and kicks her down, only to
get pulled out of the air. Electric Shock (sitout chokebomb)
finishes Feroz at 1:53.

Eddy Thorpe is ready to represent his people as an alpha wolf.

Eddy Thorpe vs. Myles Borne

Borne  grabs  the  wrist  to  start  before  hammering  away  to
stagger Thorpe a bit. A belly to belly cuts off Thorpe’s
comeback but he kicks Borne in the face in the corner. Thorpe
hits a jumping elbow for two and a Saito suplex makes it
worse. Back up and Thorpe grabs a rolling neckbreaker for the
pin at 2:55. Thorpe looked dominant in the second half but he
gave up a god bit of offense here.

Pretty Deadly predicts problems for Johnny Gargano.

Gallus doesn’t care how many teams they have to face because
they’ll win.

Indi Hartwell vs. Sol Ruca vs. Ivy Nile

The winner is in the Women’s Title ladder match at Stand &
Deliver. Ruca and Nile brawl to start until Nile and Hartwell
are sent to the floor. Ruca’s big flip dive connects but Nile
grabs an armbar back inside. Hartwell makes the save and gets



springboard splashed by Ruca for two. Ruca’s flipping splash
this  Nile  in  the  corner  but  Hartwell  is  back  with  the
spinebuster for two. The Sol Snatcher drops Nile but Hartwell
kicks Ruca to the floor. The running forearm to the back of
the head gives Hartwell the pin on Nile at 4:04.

Rating:  C.  I  am  having  a  really  hard  time  caring  about
Hartwell and her “oh well, I guess I’m wrestling here, doesn’t
matter if I do or not though” moroseness over the last several
months. Putting her in the title match seems to designed to
give the match another powerhouse, but dang it would be nice
if she did something else. Or if Nile and/or Ruca got a chance
of their own, which granted would be better served outside of
a multi person ladder match.

Post match all of the women come out to stare each other down.

Pretty Deadly pick Tiffany Stratton to win.

Grayson Waller teases not making his match with Johnny Gargano
unsanctioned.

We get a special video on Bron Breakker vs. Carmelo Hayes.
They came in as part of the new NXT recruiting class and now
it’s time for a showdown. Hayes has an incredible resume but
he’s training harder than ever for this match. He even turned
down extra celebrating time in order to hit the gym more.
Breakker talks about all of the training that he does and
isn’t worried about going to the deep water. Breakker has been
doing this for years and Hayes isn’t going to have an answer
for a Steiner Line. Hayes says he’s the king now give him his
f****** crown. As usual, this was excellent, as WWE knows just
how to put them together.

Alba Fyre and Isla Dawn are ready to win the Women’s Tag Team
Titles.

Drew Gulak vs. Hank Walker



Charlie Dempsey is here with Gulak. Walker takes him down by
the arm to start but can’t get a cross armbreaker. Back up and
Gulak runs him over and hits a clothesline to the back of the
head as Booker goes on an insane rant about how Walker doesn’t
deserve to wear a singlet. Walker fights out of a crossface
and hammers Gulak down, setting up a running shoulder for two.
Gulak  reverses  a  wheelbarrow  slam  into  another  crossface,
which is reversed into an armbar. That’s broken up as well and
a Dempsey cheap shot sends Walker into a small package to give
Gulak the pin at 5:55.

Rating: C. I don’t know if they’re going for some kind of
everyman deal with Walker, but it isn’t quite working. The
idea of presenting him as this run of the mill guy who is
trying to hang with submission masters is weird to say the
least and it isn’t exactly making me want to keep watching.
Thankfully he isn’t beating them or anything, but it is still
a strange way to go for someone who doesn’t really stand out.

Pretty Deadly talk tag teams and say they’ll see us Saturday.

Tony D’Angelo/Stacks vs. Josh Briggs/Brooks Jensen

If Briggs and Jensen win, they’re added to the Tag Team Title
match. Jensen and Stacks lock up to start with Jensen grabbing
a rollup for two. D’Angelo comes in to wrestle Briggs down as
Fallon Henley and Kiana James are watching in the back. James
takes credit for the match but Henley threatens to tell Jensen
what she knows, which has James panicking. Briggs and Jensen
hit matching sliding uppercuts and we take a break.

Back with Jensen getting caught in something like a Demolition
Decapitator (not a Doomsday Device Booker) with Briggs having
to make the save. Jensen gets over to Jensen for the tag as
Henley and James are at ringside. For some reason Jensen wants
back in for a Doomsday Device (spinwheel kick instead of a
clothesline, which wound up being more of a hip attack than
anything  else)  but  D’Angelo  makes  a  save.  D’Angelo  sends



Briggs outside and it’s a double slam to finish Jensen at
9:55.

Rating: C+. I’m glad they didn’t add another tam to the title
match and make it even messier, as six wrestlers in a match at
once is enough. Other than that, this was almost entirely
about the romance stuff as D’Angelo and Stacks had nothing to
prove. Briggs and Jensen are a completely serviceable team and
the James/Henley issues make them a bit more interesting. It’s
nice to see an actual story, even if it has more than a few
flaws.

Post match Henley wants James to tell Jensen the truth….so
James kisses him. Joseph: “BROOKS IS ON BASE!”

Stand & Deliver rundown.

Here is Grayson Waller to decide if he will sign to make his
match with Johnny Gargano unsanctioned. Vic Joseph hands him
the  contract  (which  Gargano  left  with  him  last  week)  and
Waller gets in the ring, which is surrounded by security.
Waller talks about what he has done during hi time in NXT,
including Gargano getting the spotlight after Waller dove off
the WarGames cage. That’s why he jumped Gargano during the
farewell speech, and he hit his mark. Waller: “Johnny, you are
the biggest mark in this business.”

Now Waller has Gargano begging him for a match at Stand &
Deliver. Gargano is the greatest big match star in NXT history
and is Mr. NXT, but just like Mr. Wrestlemania would do,
Gargano  is  going  to  lose.  Cue  Gargano……’s  music,  because
Gargano is a disguised cameraman. The big brawl is on, with
security  eventually  holding  them  apart.  Vic  says  it’s
unsanctioned, though I didn’t see Waller actually sign the
contract.

Overall Rating: C+. This was a bit of a different show than
Raw last night, as they had more action rather than focusing
so much on talking. Granted it helps that this show was taped



and they could probably make some time saving adjustments if
needed.  For  now  though,  Stand  &  Deliver  is  looking  good,
though they need to be pretty tight to make everything work.
Nice enough go home show though, and hopefully it pays off
this weekend.

Results
Axiom won a battle royal last eliminating Nathan Fraser
Tyler Bate b. Von Wagner – Spiral Tap
Elektra Lopez b. Valentina Feroz – Electric Shock
Indi Hartwell b. Sol Ruca and Ivy Nile – Running forearm to
the back of Nile’s head
Drew Gulak b. Hank Walker – Small package
Tony D’Angelo/Stacks b. Josh Briggs/Brooks Jensen – Double
slam to Jensen
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Daily News Update – March 28,
2023
Make sure you check out some recent reviews:

Monday Night Raw – April 14, 2008

Monday Night Raw – March 27, 2023

 

One More? 47 Year Old Former World Champion On Returning To
The Ring After 12 Year Absence.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/one-47-year-old-former-w
orld-champion-returning-ring-12-year-absence/

It Looks Likely: WWE Legend Likely Returning To TV Soon
Following Lengthy Absence.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/looks-likely-wwe-legend-
likely-returning-tv-soon-following-10-month-absence/

The More They Change: Original WrestleMania Women’s Title
Plans, How Ronda Rousey Changed Them.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/change-original-wrestlem
ania-womens-title-plans-ronda-rousey-changed/

Rhea Ripley ERUPTS Over Fan Incident At Airport.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/rhea-ripley-erupts-fan-i
ncident-airport/

It’s Been A Bit: WWE Star Loses Nine Month Streak On Monday
Night Raw.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/bit-wwe-star-loses-nine-
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month-streak-monday-night-raw/

It’s Up? WWE Gets Some Rather Positive Results From An
Unexpected Place.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wwe-gets-rather-positive
-results-unexpected-place/

He’s In? Update On How WWE Views Sami Zayn Following Huge
Push.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/hes-update-wwe-views-sam
i-zayn-following-huge-push/

That’s Harsh: Ronda Rousey BLASTS WWE Creative Over Her Feud
With Liv Morgan.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/thats-harsh-ronda-rousey
-blasts-wwe-creative-feud-liv-morgan/

As always, hit up the comments section to chat
about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
Rumors Facebook page.

Monday Night Raw – March 27,
2023: The 70 Year Old Special
Happy Birthday Pop.

Monday Night Raw
Date: March 27, 2023
Location: Footprint Center, Phoenix, Arizona
Commentators: Kevin Patrick, Corey Graves
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It’s the go home Raw before Wrestlemania and that means it is
time to get the final push for a lot of this show’s weekend
matches. In addition, we’ll have Cody Rhodes facing Solo Sikoa
before his final showdown with Roman Reigns on Smackdown. We
might get one or two more additions to the card but there
isn’t much left to do. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Here is the Miz to get things going. He is fired up to be here
and promises to get to the bottom of a very personal feud.
This brings out Trish Stratus, Lita and Becky Lynch for a
chat. Becky accuses Miz of having small testicles, with Miz
saying his wife disagrees. Becky: “It must be comforting to
know  that  Maryse  didn’t  get  around  much  before  you  were
married.” Lynch talks about how she respect these two but Miz
asks Lita and Trish what it’s like to be Becky’s backup. Lita
says she feels like a champion but here is Damage Ctrl to
interrupt.

Bayley accuses Lita of meaning something 20 years ago but
Trish says that title says she means something now. Bayley
talks about how being in the ring with these two would be a
dream 20 years ago. Now though, it’s still a dream for people
who can’t accomplish anything. They want the titles back,
which sends Becky into a rant about how many times Damage Ctrl
loses, they keep coming back. The triple staredown ensues.

Becky Lynch vs. Iyo Sky

Lynch starts fast with a suplex to send Sky outside. With
Damage Ctrl having a meeting, Becky grabs Bayley by the hair
to bring her back in. Sky hits a running dropkick to take over
but  Becky  is  back  with  a  running  forearm  for  a  double
knockdown. With Sky on the floor, Lynch hits a baseball slide,
followed by a forearm off the apron.

Back in and a layout reverse DDT gets two on Sky as we take a
break. We come back with Lynch getting two off a suplex but

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/03/20/monday-night-raw-march-20-2023-dont-drop-it-now/


Sky catches her on top. That means an Asai moonsault can drop
Lynch on the floor for two back inside as the fans approve.
Over  The  Moonsault  misses  though  and  the  Manhandle  Slam
finishes Sky at 11:50.

Rating: B-. This was another good example of what happens when
you have two talented stars going in there and getting to do
their thing. Lynch is able to wrestle a good match when she is
given the chance and Sky really can make the high flying work
as well as probably any woman in the division. Good match
here, and the six woman tag could have a lot of potential.

We look back at Cody Rhodes predicting that the Bloodline
would turn on Roman Reigns.

Video  on  Asuka,  with  various  Hall  of  Famers  and  legends
talking about how awesome she really is.

We recap Logan Paul knocking out Seth Rollins last week. Then
in the back, Paul stole the mic and shouted about getting to
do it again at Wrestlemania.

Seth Rollins….is interrupted by Mustafa Ali, who wants Rollins
to be more positive. Rollins laughs at the Positive Ali idea
and the result is a match later tonight.

Seth Rollins vs. Mustafa Ali

Ali  forearms  him  in  the  face  to  start  and  Rollins  seems
annoyed. A clothesline turns Ali inside out and the stomping
is on in the corner. Ali gets tied in the corner for a running
stomp, followed by the regular version to give Rollins the pin
at 2:07. The stomp in the corner looked painful.

Post  match  Rollins  says  if  he  can’t  beat  Logan  Paul  at
Wrestlemania,  he’s  the  joke.  The  match  is  on  Paul’s
anniversary and Rollins wants to take him out, so sing that
song!

Earlier today Baron Corbin was asking Adam Pearce what was



going on with his losses when Chelsea Green interrupted. She
wants  to  know  why  she  isn’t  in  the  Women’s  Showcase  at
Wrestlemania. Pearce says she doesn’t have a partner, but here
is Sonya Deville to say Pearce is just jealous that she didn’t
do as well as she did in this role. That’s enough or Pearce,
who puts them in a qualifying match for the showcase. Corbin
is still there and asks “seriously?” but Pearce leaves.

It’s time for a weigh-in between Omos (with MVP) and Brock
Lesnar. Before Lesnar comes out, MVP talks about how Lesnar
has  done  great  things  at  Wrestlemania,  including  beating
people like Kurt Angle, Goldberg, Roman Reigns and even…..the
Undertaker. Unlike those men though, Lesnar cannot suplex or
F5 Omos. With that, Omos weighs in at 410lbs. Cue Lesnar, who
goes right after Omos and even picks up the scale, only to get
kicked in the face. That’s enough for Lesnar to bail outside
and look a bit scared. This was pretty quick but they got the
point across.

Video on Charlotte being awesome over the years.

Finn Balor talks about Edge wanting to be inside the Cell with
him and says there is nothing more dangerous than a caged
demon.

Street  Profits/Braun  Strowman/Ricochet  vs.  Alpha
Academy/Viking  Raiders

Valhalla is here with the Raiders. Dawkins takes Gable down to
start but has to slip out of the ankle lock. Strowman comes in
to clean house on the villains until Ford (with his own double
bicep pose) comes in for some armdrags. Everything breaks down
and we get the Ivar vs. Strowman vs. Otis showdown. Otis
plants an invading Ford and the Academy stands tall as we take
a break.

Back with Erik chinlocking Ford and handing it off to Otis, as
Maxxine Dupri is watching in the back. Maxxine likes the Otis
shirt coming off for a running elbow (with Otis telling her



he’s here). An enziguri gets Ford out of trouble and it’s
Dawkins coming back in to clean house. Strowman comes in to do
the train around the ring. Ricochet Swantons off of Strowman’s
shoulders to hit Erik, followed by Ford (who tagged in) diving
OVER Strowman with the frog splash for the pin at 11:21.

Rating: C+. The ending looked great as Ricochet did his crazy
flip and then Ford made it look even better. This was probably
a lot more interesting than the showcase is going to be, as I
still can’t believe there isn’t even a title shot on the line.
For now though, this was a good match with a better finish so
maybe they’ll surprise me at Wrestlemania.

Cody Rhodes finds it interesting that he has to face the
Bloodline’s enforcer this week. The question has been if he
has earned it and Cody says he has always earned it. Tonight
he beats Solo Sikoa, and at Wrestlemania, it’s Roman Reigns.

This week’s parody trailer: the Bloodline are Goodfellas. At
least that matches up.

Video on Bianca Belair coming up the ranks and becoming a
major star. Belair really is one of the only women who has
come up with no wrestling background and become part of the
top group.

Earlier today, Austin theory was in the empty arena and talked
about how John Cena allegedly humiliated him on the microphone
a few weeks ago. The only thing Cena can’t see is the future,
because Theory is a star. It doesn’t matter if Theory is in an
empty ring or in a sold out stadium, because he’ll show Cena
what a star really is. Good stuff here, but Theory needs to
win in a pretty dominant fashion on Saturday.

Stacy Keibler is going into the Hall of Fame.

Wrestlemania Showcase Qualifying Match: Sonya Deville/Chelsea
Green vs. Michin/Candice LeRae



Michin gets taken into the wrong corner to start so Deville
and  green  can  take  turns  hammering  on  her.  A  double
neckbreaker gets Michin out of trouble as everything breaks
down. A quick Unprettier gives Green the pin on Yim at 2:57.

Paul Heyman gives a Roman Reigns vs. Cody Rhodes version of
the 23rd Psalm before saying Rhodes isn’t ready. Yes he needs
to  face  Solo  Sikoa  tonight  because  Roman  Reigns  has  been
guided from being the Big Dog to the Tribal Chief. Rhode isn’t
ready for Sunday but needs to be ready to take a beating
tonight and then another from Reigns. Be ready for pain, and
to acknowledge the Tribal Chief.

Here are Dominik Mysterio and Damien Priest (who have been
standing  in  the  ring  since  before  a  break  and  Heyman’s
interview) with Dominik talking about what a horrible father
Rey  Mysterio  really  is.  We  see  Rey  punching  Dominik  and
agreeing to face Dominik at Wrestlemania. He should have told
his  mother  to  shut  up  a  long  time  ago  and  wishes  Eddie
Guerrero was his real father.

Damien Priest vs. Rey Mysterio

Dominik  Mysterio  is  here  with  Priest  and  we’re  joined  in
progress (19 minutes after Priest’s music started to play)
with Rey taking Priest down. Priest plants him with a lifting
Downward Spiral for two but misses a big boot. The 619 is
broken  up  with  a  heck  of  a  clothesline  but  Rey  super
hurricanranas him down. Now the 619 can connect but Dominik
crotches Rey on top for the DQ at 3:10.

Rating: C. This was about having Dominik screw over Rey before
they fight at Wrestlemania so there wasn’t much to expect from
the match itself. They did as much as they could with the time
they had so this was good enough to fulfill its purpose. Other
than that, can we please find something for Priest to do? Or
at least a feud of his own? It has been a long time now for
him.



Post match the beatdown is on but Legado del Fantasma runs in
for the save.

Video on Andre the giant, who has a battle royal named after
him on Friday.

The Good Brothers and Johnny Gargano are in the Andre battle
royal and go to do something else. Rick Boogs is excited about
being in and Elias promises to win. Dexter Lumis and Bronson
Reed both scare Elias, as does Bobby Lashley.

We look at the Usos jumping Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn on
Smackdown.

Owens and Zayn talk about how this is going to be the biggest
Tag Team Title match of all time. They have to win because the
Bloodline has to be stopped.

Gunther vs. Dolph Ziggler

Non-title and Imperium is here with Gunther. Ziggler hits a
dropkick and the jumping DDT but Gunther gets him in the
corner for the boot choke as we take a break. Back with
Ziggler getting two off a Fameasser but getting chopped HARD
out of the air. A German suplex and the powerbomb set up the
Last Symphony to finish Ziggler at 5:43. Not enough shown to
rate but Ziggler got in some offense before getting crushed by
the monster that is Gunther.

Post match Gunther promises the same thing for Drew McIntyre
and Sheamus.

Cody Rhodes vs. Solo Sikoa

Paul Heyman is here with Sikoa. A dropkick hits Sikoa to start
but he snaps off a Samoan drop for a breather. They head
outside  with  Sikoa  being  whipped  into  the  steps  but  he
suplexes  Rhodes  back  inside.  That’s  enough  to  send  Cody
outside, where Sikoa can drop him onto the announcers’ table
as we take a break. The swinging Rock Bottom onto the table



has Cody in trouble as we take a break.

Back  with  Cody  fighting  out  of  a  nerve  hold  but  getting
clotheslined in the corner. Cod jumps over him in the corner
and snaps off the powerslam, followed by the Disaster Kick.
The Cody Cutter connects and Cross Rhodes drops Sikoa again
for a rather delayed two, with Sikoa getting a foot on the
rope.

A moonsault misses for Cody but the Samoan Spike misses. Cody
grabs another Cody Cutter but here are the Usos (with music),
allowing Sikoa to hit a superkick. Spinning Solo gets two
(Heyman is surprised) but here are Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn
to brawl with the Usos. Another Samoan Spike is countered into
Cross Rhodes to finish Sikoa at 12:53.

Rating: B-. Rhodes winning to shake Heyman (and presumably
Reigns) up is a smart move and I don’t think Sikoa is going to
be ruined by having his first loss be to someone who very well
could be World Champion next week. This was the best way to
end Raw, as Rhodes only has Reigns left in front of him. We’ll
get a showdown on Friday and a match on Sunday, so nice job on
setting things up.

A serious looking Heyman pulls out his phone to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. I’m sure there are going to be a lot of
complaints about this show not being the most exciting or the
highest quality and those are pretty fair. At the same time
though, this is one of the few shows of the year that isn’t
about what takes place between the bells. This show is all
about getting things ready for Wrestlemania and it went fairly
well, with a few good matches thrown in. Good enough show, but
none of it is going to matter once the bell rings on Saturday.

Results
Becky Lynch b. Iyo Sky – Manhandle Slam
Seth Rollins b. Mustafa Ali – Stomp
Street Profits/Braun Strowman/Ricochet b. Alpha Academy/Viking



Raiders – Frog splash to Erik
Sonya  Deville/Chelsea  Green  b.  Michin/Candice  LeRae  –
Unprettier  to  Green
Rey Mysterio b. Damien Priest via DQ when Dominik Mysterio
interfered
Gunther b. Dolph Ziggler – Last Symphony
Cody Rhodes b. Solo Sikoa – Cross Rhodes
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