
NXT UK – February 25, 2021: I
Do Love Efficiency
NXT UK
Date: February 25, 2021
Location: BT Studios, London, England
Commentators: Nigel McGuinness, Andy Shepherd

It’s title week around here as Gallus is defending the Tag
Team Titles against Pretty Deadly in a match that has seemed
set for a good while now. Gallus has held the titles since
October 2019 and I’m not sure what else there is for them to
do with them, but it’s almost hard to imagine them losing.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a look at the title match, as expected.

Opening sequence.

Xia Brookside vs. Nina Samuels

The loser is the winner’s servant for a month after Samuels
cost her a few matches. As a preview, Samuels’ bags are
brought out to ringside by Henry (yeah Henry). Brookside jumps
her to start and the fight is on in a hurry with Samuels being
wrapped around the top rope. Samuels bails to the floor and
kicks Brookside into her bags for a nine count. Back in and
Samuels grabs a rear naked choke with a bodyscissors.

With that going nowhere, it’s off to an armbar and then a
surfboard but Brookside flips over into a cover for two. A
neckbreaker gives Brookside the same and she knocks Samuels
outside. Brookside isn’t being all nice here and hammers away
on the floor but a hurricanrana is easily blocked. Samuels
isn’t happy with Brookside beating the count so she goes to
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grab the tablet from Henry. With Henry gone, Brookside kicks
the tablet away and grabs a rollup for the pin at 5:26.

Rating: C. The end result is going to be the bigger deal here
and Samuels losing will likely send her flying over the edge.
Brookside getting a big win is a good idea and the more they
push her, the better things can get for the division. I still
think she would be perfect to take the title from Kay Lee Ray
in a slightly more serious version of NXT Bayley, but we’re a
long way off from that.

Post match reality sets in for Samuels and panicking ensues.

Trent Seven is trying to get down to 205lbs but it’s really
hard. This includes running with dogs and snapping towels.
Maybe he should drop the beard weight.

Ilja Dragunov isn’t sure what he’s been doing lately but Sam
Gradwell comes up for the challenge. Game on next week.

Bailey Matthews vs. Tyler Bate

This is the 19 year old Bailey’s debut. They fight over wrist
control to start with Bailey taking him down into an armbar.
Bate has to fight out of a headscissors but gets caught in it
again for some hard cranking. A headlock gets Bate out of
trouble but Matthews wristlocks him right back down. The
cravate takes Bate down again and there’s a backslide for two.

Back up and Bate unloads with uppercuts but gets dropped with
an even bigger one. That’s too far for Bate, who is right back
with the t-bone suplex. The airplane spin is broken up and
they trade rollups for two each. Bate nails a rolling kick to
the head though and the Tyler Driver 97 finishes Matthews at
5:40.

Rating: C+. What the heck was that? Matthews got a heck of a
rub here and that is a great thing to see. You can always go
for some fresh talent around here and we might have seen



something good here. It was a heck of a debut and William
Regal is likely going to be rather proud of his son.

We get a vignette for someone debuting from Berlin whose name
isn’t given. The words “devam edeck” come on screen, which
apparently means “coming soon” in Turkish. More on this later,
though you might already know him better as Lucky Kid.

Piper Niven jumps Joseph Conners but Jinny comes in for the
save. Niven wants to face them in a handicap match but Sid
Scala says no. With that not happening, Niven grabs Jack Starz
and we seem to have a mixed tag.

Lana Austin vs. Aoife Valkyrie

They go with the exchange of wristlocks to start with Valkyrie
spinning out and taking her down by the arm. Some kicks to the
legs have Austin down but she trips Valkyrie down for a
change. There’s a running basement dropkick to give Austin two
but Valkyrie pounds away again. A running neckbreaker gives
Valkyrie two and Austin’s small package gets the same.
Valkyrie unloads in the corner and nails a spinning heel kick,
followed by the top rope ax kick for the pin at 4:06.

Rating: C. It was short but they beat the heck out of each
other. There was something entertaining about Austin getting
in some offense but only angering Valkyrie enough to make her
beat Austin down. The women’s division continues to have some
strong potential and that gives me some hope for the future.

Here’s what’s coming in two weeks.

Aoife Valkyrie is pleased with her win but here’s Nina Samuels
carrying the bags and looking like she is near a breakdown.

Kenny Williams and Ashton Smith need to train to get the Tag
Team Titles.

Video on Kay Lee Ray vs. Meiko Satomura.



Tag Team Titles: Pretty Deadly vs. Gallus

Gallus is defending and Mark Coffey drives Sam Stoker into the
corner to start. It’s off to Lewis Howley, who is armdragged
into an armbar without much effort. Wolfgang takes Howley down
by the arm as well and there’s the same thing to Stoker.
Therefore it’s already back to Hawley as the champs are
dominating to start. A double monkey flip sends Howley to the
floor and Pretty Deadly needs a breather.

Back in and Howley manages a hiptoss but gets rocked with an
uppercut. Wolfgang shrugs off some double teaming and we get
the big staredown that would take us to a commercial if NXT UK
had commercials. We settle down to Wolfgang being distracted
by Howley so Stoker can knee him to the floor. A double
backbreaker gets two on Wolfgang and it’s time to take turns
choking in the corner.

Stoker’s running elbow to the jaw gets two and it’s time to
work on the arm. Wolfgang knocks Howley down without much
trouble and the double tag brings in Coffey and Stoker. Coffey
cleans house without much trouble and a belly to back suplex
drops Stoker for two. Howley comes in off a blind tag to kick
Coffey in the head for two but Coffey kicks him even harder.
Wolfgang is back in to catapult Howley into a Samoan drop but
Stoker makes a save.

Coffey chokeslams Stoker onto the apron and a spear gives
Wolfgang two on Howley. There’s a clothesline to put Howley on
the floor but Stoker slaps Wolfgang to send him over the edge.
The chase is on with Howley getting in a cheap shot to knock
Wolfgang into the barricade. Back in and Stoker’s Codebreaker
gets two on Coffey so Howley brings in a title. Coffey knocks
it out of his hands but it’s a tornado DDT to drive him into
the belt. The spinebuster/neckbreaker combination (Spilled
Milk) gives us new champions at 15:03.

Rating: B-. This took some time to get going but then they got



into a groove with the classic formula working. The ending
with everything breaking down worked out rather well. There
was little doubt about the title change here and that’s ok.
Gallus had held the titles for far too long already so the
title change was necessary. Not a great match, but it did what
it was supposed to in this situation.

Pretty Deadly celebrates to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. NXT UK might not be blowing the doors off
the place these days but they are having some of the most
consistently good television around. As usual, the best thing
going on around here is how well they use the time they have.
You have all kinds of stories and wrestlers being advanced
with nothing feeling like filler. It is rare enough to hear
that on any show, but having it week after week is rather
impressive. Another good show here, and I’m not even surprised
anymore.

Results

Xia Brookside b. Nina Samuels – Rollup

Tyler Bate b. Bailey Matthews – Tyler Driver 97

Aoife Valkyrie b. Lana Austin – Top rope ax kick

Pretty Deadly b. Gallus – Spilled Milk to Coffey

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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205 Live – February 19, 2021:
Power  And  Glory  Were  Very
Shiny
205 Live
Date: February 19, 2021
Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Nigel McGuinness

It’s another week and I still have no idea what to say about
this show. Odds are it’s going to be Tony Nese and Ariya
Daivari dealing with some other young whippersnappers because
that’s all they have done for months. Oh and some Ever
Rise/Bollywood Boyz stuff because that’s still going. Let’s
get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Curt Stallion/Jake Atlas/Ashante Adonis/Mansoor vs. Bollywood
Boyz/Ever-Rise

Well it’s different enough. Mansoor and Martel get things
going but it’s off to Parker in a hurry for a double shoulder.
Samir comes in and gets caught in an armbar so Ashante comes
in, only to get elbowed down by the Boyz. That doesn’t last
long so it’s off to Martel vs. Atlas, the latter of whom helps
Stallion shoulder Martel down for two. Parker comes in and
gets caught in Stallion’s headlock as the rapid fire tagging
continues.

Adonis comes back in and gets distracted by Martel, allowing
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the Boyz to take him down. We finally slow down a bit with
Adonis getting beaten up by the rotating villains. Sunil grabs
a chinlock for all of ten seconds before Adonis is sent back
into the corner for more stomping. A drop toehold into an
elbow to the back gets two and a top rope back elbow is good
for the same.

Martel can’t slam Samir onto Adonis though and it’s off to
Atlas to clean house. Everything breaks down again and Adonis
dropkicks Parker for two. Mansoor’s Death Valley Driver gets
the same but he gets taken down into the Power and the Glory
(Did I miss Power and Glory becoming the most influential team
ever???) for another two. A bit of miscommunication lets
Mansoor grab a Falcon Arrow for two as everything breaks down
again. Stallion comes in off the blind tag and headbutts Sunil
for the pin at 9:59.

Rating: C+. It might not have been good, but it was absolutely
energetic and that’s a lot better than the usual around here.
I’m still not interested in the Ever Rise/Bollywood Boyz deal,
but some kind of continuing story is better than none. Just
find something for all eight of these people to do and this
show might be able to get somewhere, because the talent is
there.

Earlier today, Ariya Daivari and Tony Nese jumped August Grey
for stealing his chains.

We look at Santos Escobar backing out of his match with
Karrion Kross on NXT. The match happens next week or Escobar
loses the title.

Karrion Kross is ready to end Escobar.

Ariya Daivari vs. August Grey

Tony Nese is on commentary. Grey goes at Daivari to start but
gets hit in the ribs. An early attempt to go after Grey’s leg
lets him kick Daivari to the floor, setting up a high



crossbody back inside. A belly to back suplex gives Grey two
but Daivari is right back with a DDT for the same. We hit the
neck crank on Grey but he slips out and grabs a sunset flip
for two.

There’s a neckbreaker to drop Daivari, who pops right back up
with a sleeper. The Rock Bottom plants Grey for two more but
Grey ducks the hammerlock lariat. A superkick connects to
Daivari and they’re both down again. Grey sends him out to the
apron and then clotheslines him to the floor but stops to
glare at Nese. Daivari is sent inside but Nese holds up
Daivari’s chains to distract Grey (they are rather shiny). The
distraction lets Daivari get in a dropkick and the hammerlock
lariat is good for the pin at 6:57.

Rating: C-. I’m not sure how many times this match has taken
place, but the problem is that it feels like one we have seen
a dozen or so times. As usual, that is one of the major
problems around here: there is nothing to fight over and it
becomes rather tiring in a hurry. The match was fine, but how
interesting is Daivari vs. Grey really going to be able to be?

Overall Rating: C. And so ends another rather uninspiring
edition of 205 Live. The opener was fun but that’s a pretty
rare situation around here. The show has a lot of problems,
but the biggest is the lack of anything to fight over. Daivari
won the main event this week. Is that going to change
anything? Is Daivari ever going to be moved up to another
level? Of course not, as the Cruiserweight Champions (yeah
remember there are two of them) are never here, so what is the
point of this show? Other than giving the wrestlers a short
show to say they’re still active, I’m missing the point, but
when has that ever stopped them?

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Main  Event  –  February  18,
2021: It’s How To Make This
Work
Main Event
Date: February 18, 2021
Location: Tropicana Field, St. Petersburg, Florida
Commentators: Tom Phillips, Samoa Joe

It’s the go home show for Elimination Chamber and that isn’t
going to make the biggest difference around here. Every week I
hope that we’re going to get something a little different on
Main Event but there is no reason to believe that is going to
be the case most of the time. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

T-Bar vs. Drew Gulak

Gulak slips out of a fireman’s carry to start and manages to
drive T-Bar into the corner. A sunset flip doesn’t work for
Gulak so T-Bar blasts him with a clothesline for two. T-Bar
hits a backbreaker into a middle rope splash for two more,
followed by Eyes Wide Shut for the pin on Gulak at 3:56.
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Rating: D+. This was a lot more squashish than most around
here and that’s kind of nice to see. I enjoy a lot of things
about Gulak but he is the kind of person who should be getting
squashed by T-Bar. Or by Donovan Dijak if WWE hadn’t insisted
on the stupid names for the members of the team.

From Smackdown.

Here are Roman Reigns, Jey Uso and Paul Heyman for a chat with
Adam Pearce, who is already in the ring. Reigns tells Pearce
that he isn’t waiting on him so let’s get on with this. Pearce
doesn’t call any shots around here and Reigns isn’t waiting on
Pearce or Edge. Reigns knows that Edge hasn’t announced his
Wrestlemania match because he knows Reigns will beat him all
the way onto a Legends contract.

No one is taking the title from him so Edge is holding out
hope that someone pulls a miracle before Wrestlemania.
Speaking of contracts, Pearce has one in his hand and that is
for Reigns’ title defense inside the Elimination Chamber.
Reigns hands Heyman the mic, who says Reigns’ contract says he
has to defend the title AT Elimination Chamber rather than
INSIDE the Elimination Chamber. Instead, the winner can
receive a title shot on the against Reigns, who won’t be in
the Chamber itself.

Pearce seems to laugh it off but Heyman asks what he’s going
to do about it. Fire Reigns this close to Wrestlemania? Last
year’s show didn’t have Reigns and it was the lowest attended
Wrestlemania of all time. Pearce says it’s time to start the
qualifying process, and there are going to be two names who
don’t need qualifying matches. Those would be Jey Uso and
Kevin Owens, the latter of whom has Reigns outside the ring
and in Pearce’s face. Reigns doesn’t think Pearce gets this
but Heyman says it’s going to be on Reigns’ time.

We see King Corbin and Sami Zayn beating Rey and Dominik
Mysterio to qualify for the Chamber.



From Smackdown.

Elimination Chamber Qualifying Match: Bobby Roode/Dolph
Ziggler vs. Daniel Bryan/Cesaro

Non-title. Ziggler takes Bryan down for an early two but
Cesaro comes in for a double slam. It’s off to Roode, who has
to avoid the YES Lock, and gets sent outside. Cesaro is right
there and is whipped into the steps. Sami Zayn and King Corbin
come out to watch and we take a break.

Back with Bryan in trouble as Roode snaps off a suplex for two
and hands it back to Ziggler. Bryan takes Ziggler down but
Roode decks Cesaro, allowing Bryan to grab a rollup for two.
Roode’s spinebuster gets two more on Bryan but Ziggler misses
a charge in the corner, allowing the hot tag to Cesaro.
Everything breaks down and Bryan hits Roode with the running
knee. The Fameasser gets two on Cesaro but he’s right back up
with the Swing into the Sharpshooter to make Ziggler tap at
11:04.

Rating: C+. Another good match between talented teams, even if
the Tag Team Titles get their annual smack in the face for the
sake of some qualifying matches. In this case I’m not sure who
else could have taken the loss, but I would have preferred it
not to be the champs. Bryan and Cesaro winning was mostly but
not entirely obvious and that’s a nice feeling.

Post match Jey Uso, Sami Zayn and King Corbin all come in for
the brawl. Everyone goes at it until Kevin Owens runs in for
the Stunnerfest. Roman Reigns watches from the back as Owens
sits down, saying that he’s coming for Reigns to end the show.

From Raw.

Kofi Kingston vs. Miz

If Kofi wins, he’s in the Chamber but if Miz wins, John
Morrison is in (and yes they have a graphic for it, because



that’s not the kind of thing you can remember without one).
Miz shoulders him down to start but it’s way too early for
either to hit a finisher. Kofi gets in a shot to the ribs and
goes up top for a chop to the head. That’s enough to send Miz
outside and Kofi hits a kick to the face from the apron.

The middle rope ax handle to the floor connects as well and a
middle rope dropkick gets two back inside. A regular dropkick
puts Miz on the apron but this time he catches Kofi with a
knee. Miz’s neckbreaker over the middle rope and another one
to the floor has Kofi in trouble as we take a break. Back with
Miz getting two off a DDT and throwing Kofi outside to keep up
the beating. That sets up the top rope ax handle for two more
and we hit the cravate.

Kofi rolls out and fights up, including the running stomp to
the chest. The Boom Drop gets two but Trouble in Paradise
misses, allowing Miz to get his own two. SOS gives Kofi two
more but Miz gets smart and takes out the knee. The Figure
Four goes on, with Kofi getting over to the rope without much
trouble. The Skull Crushing Finale is countered into a rollup
for two and now Trouble in Paradise connects to give Kofi the
pin and the spot at 14:11.

Rating: B-. These two have always worked well together and
that’s what they did here. I was a bit surprised by Kingston
winning as it would have made a bit more sense for Morrison to
go forward. At the same time though, I can go with more of
Kofi inside the Chamber, if nothing else for some history.
Getting rid of Miz and Morrison makes me happier than anything
else at the moment so I’ll take what I can get.

Elimination Chamber rundown.

Humberto Carrillo vs. Jaxson Ryker

Elias is here with Ryker, who is now in trunks for a change.
Ryker cranks on the arm to start but gets caught in a headlock
for his efforts. A crossbody gives Carrillo two before running



the corner for the big armdrag. That means a big dive to the
floor to take Ryker down and we take a break.

Back with Ryker hitting a spinebuster for two, followed by the
side slam for the same. The chinlock goes on and, after a
slingshot suplex, goes on again. Carrillo fights up and low
bridges him to the floor, setting up the springboard elbow to
the face. Ryker has had it with this though and hits Carrillo
in the face, setting up a swinging Boss Man Slam for the pin
at 9:10.

Rating: C. Just a standard power vs. speed match here though
it’s kind of interesting that Ryker and Elias have already
been relegated to Main Event. I’m glad they got rid of the
tension between them after about two weeks of being together,
but at the same time, they aren’t exactly the most interesting
pair in the world. Hence the whole being on Main Event aspect.

From Raw.

Gauntlet Match

Non-title and the winner enters the Chamber last. AJ Styles is
in at #1 and….we’ll find out who is joining him after he talks
about being sick of hearing about Kofimania II. His attorney
(Joseph A. Parks of course) and Omos have gone over the odds
and he can’t lose on Sunday. Kofi Kingston is in at #2 and
they have almost an hour for this. AJ whips Kofi into the
corner to start but misses a charge, allowing Kofi to hammer
away. A belly to back suplex puts Kofi down for a few seconds
but he low bridges AJ out to the floor there’s the Trust Fall
to the floor.

With AJ down, Xavier Woods needs to give us a trombone concert
on the announcers’ table. That earns him a rather high one
armed chokeslam from Omos (with the camera shooting from the
ground for a great visual) over the barricade. That’s enough
for Omos to be ejected but AJ uses the distraction to take out
Kofi’s knee again.



We take a break and come back with AJ putting the bad knee in
a half crab. Kofi gets out so AJ puts him on top, only to have
Kofi shove him down and hit the middle rope splash to the
back. The bad knee means it can only be a two count so AJ
grabs a DDT on the leg. The Phenomenal Forearm finishes Kofi
at 11:03 and it’s Drew McIntyre in at #3.

A quick belly to belly suplex sends AJ flying and Drew drops
him ribs first across the top rope. Drew gets in a big boot to
leave AJ on the apron and we take a break. Back with AJ being
whipped hard into the corner and then into the steps. Drew
hits a Michinoku Driver for two but AJ goes to the throat for
a breather. AJ gets caught in the reverse Alabama Slam out of
the corner but the Claymore is cut off with a kick to the
face. That sends Drew to the floor and AJ nails the slingshot
forearm.

A knee to the face drops Drew again and a running forearm
sends Drew into the post as we take a break. Back again with
Drew tossing AJ again but diving off the top and right into an
enziguri. The Styles Clash is countered with a backdrop but AJ
takes out the knee and puts on the Calf Crusher. Drew
headbutts his way to freedom though and sends AJ throat first
into the middle rope. The Claymore gives Drew the pin at 29:49
total.

Jeff Hardy is in at #4 and, after an inset promo of Hardy
talking about needing to get back to Wrestlemania, he forearms
Drew down to start. Drew gets knocked to the floor and a dive
off the apron takes him down as we go to a break. Back with
Drew making another comeback and snapping off an overhead
belly to bell, followed by an overhead belly to belly for good
measure. A neckbreaker lets McIntyre nip up again and, after
countering a quick Twist of Fate attempt, the Futureshock gets
two.

Hardy falls out to the floor so McIntyre suplexes him out
there as well, leaving them both down. Back in and Drew puts



him on top for a top rope superplex and another near fall. The
Claymore misses though and Jeff grabs the Twist of Fate. The
Swanton hits knees though and the Claymore gets rid of Hardy
at 42:59 total. Randy Orton is in at #5 and McIntyre realizes
he’s in some trouble.

Back from another break with McIntyre sending Orton into the
barricade….but the lights go out and Alexa Bliss takes over
every screen in the arena, including the fans (ok that’s
creepy). Orton is counted out at 49:09, because THIS TIME WWE
remembers how to count people out. That leaves Sheamus at #6
to complete the field and jumps Drew from behind. Drew is
beaten up at ringside, followed by some stomping inside.

The referee asks Drew if he wants to do this and we start the
match, despite there not being any bells or starts/stops
between the previous falls. Sheamus sends Drew’s bad back into
the corner and drops a knee for two. Despite Drew clutching
his back, Sheamus grabs an armbar, allowing Drew to fight back
up.

Drew tries to jump over him out of the corner but gets
powerslammed down for two more. The Glasgow Kiss gets Drew out
of trouble and there’s the Future Shock for a double
knockdown. Drew is sent to the floor but gets in a quick shot
to put Sheamus down. The Claymore misses though and the Brogue
Kick finishes Drew at 58:46.

Rating: B. That was a rather long but still good match, with
Drew putting on a heck of a showcase. Of course there is
nothing wrong with having a World Champion lose to a former
World Champion after being in the ring for the better part of
forty minutes. McIntyre sold the heck out of his exhaustion at
the end too and the sympathy was strong. Sheamus winning was
the right call and I’m not sure who wins on Sunday so well
done with the whole thing.

Post match Sheamus says that makes him the odds on favorite



and he promises to win the title because Drew can’t beat him.

Overall Rating: C+. It helps when you have the gauntlet match
eating up so much time (granted it was eight minutes of this
show) and they had something to focus on with the two Chamber
matches. As usual you could completely cut out the original
stuff, but I did like that the opener was shorter than normal
around here as there is no reason for T-Bar to have that much
trouble in a spot like this. Better than average show, mainly
because of better than average TV.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

NXT – February 24, 2021: The
Best Thing Going In Wrestling
Today
NXT
Date: February 24, 2021
Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Wade Barrett, Beth Phoenix, Vic Joseph

It’s time for a night focusing on revenge, as Karrion Kross is
going to get to destroy Santos Escobar for Escobar running his
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mouth, plus the fallout from Adam Cole attacking Kyle O’Reilly
last week. The latter is likely to be a much bigger story but
both have my interest. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

The opening video looks at Karrion Kross being ready to
destroy Santos Escobar.

Dexter Lumis vs. Johnny Gargano

Non-title. The Way fires up Gargano in the back before the
match and Austin Theory doesn’t quite get it. The rest of the
team is here with Gargano so the numbers advantage is strong.
Gargano bails straight tot he floor to start and his slingshot
back in is knocked out of the air without much effort. The
rest of the Way accidentally distracts Gargano and it’s a
Thesz press into some right hands to give Lumis two. A rather
delayed suplex drops Gargano again and he heads outside for a
breather.

This time a shot to the ribs staggers Lumis and Gargano sends
him head first onto the floor. That just earns Gargano a hot
shot onto the apron as much like almost everyone else, Lumis
is just too confusing. Theory and Indi Hartwell try to offer a
distraction and get stared down, leaving Candice LeRae’s
hurricanrana off the apron to be blocked with ease. Gargano
uses the distraction to nail a suicide dive though and we take
a break.

Back with Lumis fighting out of a camel clutch and driving
Gargano into the corner. Lumis punches him down a few times
and nails a slingshot suplex. A belly to back into a nipup
into a legdrop gets two on Gargano, who misses his rolling
kick out of the corner. The Gargano Escape is countered into
the Silence which is countered into a crucifix to give Gargano
two.

They trade shots to the face and Lumis snaps off a spinebuster
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for two more. The top rope double stomp misses so Gargano
nails him with a superkick for two. Gargano orders Theory to
send in a chair but Lumis steps on it to cut that off. A kick
to the head knocks Lumis down and while he gets his leg
checked out, Theory grabs the chair to hit Lumis…but gets
stared down instead. Gargano is sent into Theory and the
Silence knocks Gargano out at 13:36.

Rating: C+. And yes the story will continue as NXT pushes
Lumis for whatever reason they have. With so many other
talented people they have sitting around, this is the best
that they can do? I’m not sure what to expect from the story
going forward, but hopefully it doesn’t wind up with Gargano
dropping the title to him, because…just no.

William Regal looks for someone in the parking lot but no one
is there.

Video on MSK, who started as opponents and then came together
as a team and won the Dusty Classic. Nash Carter’s dad passed
away in high school and he wanted to make his dad proud, which
is why he has “Legacy Lives On” tattooed across his chest. Now
they wan the Tag Team Titles.

MSK is ready for an interview but gets jumped by the Grizzled
Young Veterans. Wes Lee’s hand is crushed with a chair and
referees come in to break it up.

Earlier today, Leon Ruff was cleared to wrestle when Malcolm
Bivens popped up from his hiding place in the trainer’s room.
Bivens wants Ruff to face Tyler Rust tonight and you know Ruff
is game.

Tyler Rust vs. Leon Ruff

Malcolm Bivens is here with Rust and says Ruff is in trouble.
Ruff comes out but here’s Isaiah Scott to jump him from
behind. After ranting about how he is sick of people like Ruff
getting a chance, Scott hits a nasty AA onto the apron, with



Ruff’s back bending in a rather scary visual. Bivens declares
Rust the winner despite the lack of a match.

Yesterday, William Regal offered Zoey Stark a non-title match
with Io Shirai. Sure.

Stark is ready to….have her promo cut off by technical
difficulties that leave us looking at Shirai.

Cameron Grimes watches clips of Ted DiBiase offering people
money for various tasks. Grimes likes the idea and tries the
same thing with a guy standing nearby….who does it just fine
and gets $1000. The guy says it was easy when Grimes didn’t
cheat like DiBiase. Grimes knew he should have watched the
whole thing! This is as gold as you can get around here.

We see stills of Adam Cole attacking Kyle O’Reilly last week,
which will put O’Reilly out of action with herniated discs. He
should be out for 4-6 weeks at the moment.

Io Shirai vs. Zoey Stark

Non-title. They lock up to start with Shirai grabbing the arm
with Stark flipping up, only to get armdragged back down. A
kind of weird looking backdrop sets up a bit of
miscommunication as they seem to be trying to figure out what
to do. The Octopus has Stark in trouble and Shirai takes her
down for the running basement dropkick. the 619 is blocked and
Shirai is sent to the apron, where she blocks a charge with a
kick to the face. One heck of a running kick to the head
knocks Shirai off the top though and we take a break.

Back with Stark kicking the leg out to cut off a comeback and
hitting a sliding kick to the head for two. Stark jumps to the
top but misses a 450, meaning stereo crossbodies put them both
down. A half and half suplex gives Stark two and we hit the
chinlock. Shirai blocks a kick and nails a flapjack, followed
by the 619 into the missile dropkick. There’s a double
underhook backbreaker for two and Shirai can’t believe the



kickout. Stark is right back with a German suplex for her own
two but Shirai sends her face first into the corner. The
running knees set up the Over the Moonsault to finish Stark at
12:50.

Rating: B-. Stark has come off like a complete star in her two
matches so far and I think NXT knows what they have with her.
Having her in a non-title loss like this where she made the
champ sweat is a good thing and more importantly it’s a
positive sign for her future. Hopefully we get to see more of
her in the future because she has done rather well so far.

Respect is shown post match but here’s Toni Storm to
interrupt. She’s no Zoey Stark because last week she kicked
Shirai’s head off and Shirai did nothing about it. Shirai had
to pin Mercedes Martinez at Takeover because she can’t beat
Storm. Shirai says she’ll fight Storm anywhere anytime but
Storm says she’s scared. Storm tells her to go find William
Regal and get the match made, which seems to work for Shirai.

The Way is leaving before Dexter Lumis finds them. Johnny
Gargano asks Austin Theory why he didn’t hit Lumis with the
chair. Theory says Lumis is just misunderstood, sending
Gargano over the edge into a rant about how crazy Lumis is for
kidnapping multiple people. Indi: “I think he’s kind of hot.”
Candice: “WHAT THE…..” Gargano has to cover her mouth and
promises to fix this because Theory is going to therapy. Ok a
Dr. Shelby cameo could help a lot.

Video on Xia Li marking Kacy Catanzaro.

Cameron Grimes has finished the Ted DiBiase video and now he’s
ready to try this again. He tries it with three people but one
of the women (who seems to be former WNBA player Anriel
Howard) accuses him of copying DiBiase. She stands up and is a
good bit taller than him, which doesn’t bother her. The
dribbling begins but she dribbles between her legs at eight to
win the money. Grimes: “TED DIBIASE! THIS AIN’T OVER!” These



things are gold.

Kacy Catanzaro vs. Xia Li

Kayden Carter is here with Catanzaro and Boa is here with Li,
as Tian Sha watches from the stage. Catanzaro starts fast with
a headscissors but gets dropped face first onto the
turnbuckle. Li stomps her down in the corner and there’s a
snap suplex for two. The chinlock goes on but Catanzaro fights
out and grabs a sunset flip for two. A kick to the ribs sets
up another chinlock but Catanzaro fights out again.

The stomping in the corner has Li in trouble and there’s a
flipping kick to the back. They head to the floor with
Catanzaro going into the barricade. Catanzaro’s leg winds up
on the steps and Li stomps down HARD on it, with the knee
going in a VERY wrong direction. Screaming ensues but Li
throws her back inside anyway, where the referee stops it at
4:41.

Rating: C. I know the story is completely over the top but it
is also one of the more interesting things that NXT has done
in a while. I’m curious to see where this is going to go and
that is more than I can say about a lot of things that take
place in NXT these days. Li is a completely different kind of
star and I want to see how things continue. Nicely done,
though hopefully Catanzaro isn’t gone for a long time because
she was getting better.

Post match referees check on Catanzaro as Carter goes up to
yell at Sha. With Boa standing in the way, Sha signals to Li,
who kicks Catanzaro in the head.

Regal is still waiting in the parking lot. It seems that he is
waiting on Santos Escobar, which does make sense.

Video on Raquel Gonzalez/Dakota Kai vs. Nia Jax/Shayna Baszler
for the Women’s Tag Team Titles next week. Jax and Baszler
don’t seem intimidated.



Cameron Grimes finds someone else to try the basketball idea,
which the guy thinks is like Ted DiBiase. After one dribble,
Grimes punches him n the face and says DiBiase can kiss his
grits. He throws the money around and leaves it on the ground
because Grimes is a goof. An entertaining goof, but a goof.

Kacy Catanzaro might have a broken leg.

Grizzled Young Veterans vs. Killian Dain/Drake Maverick

For the sake of simplicity, I’ll only refer to James Drake as
Drake and Drake Maverick as Maverick. Before the match, the
Veterans announce that Wes Lee has a broken hand and they have
been fined, but it’s cool because they know they’re the better
team. Dain dropkicks Drake into the corner to start and it’s
off to Maverick to work on the arm. Everything breaks down and
Dain shoves both Veterans over the top and out to the floor.
Then he throws Maverick onto both of them and we take a break.

Back with Maverick being thrown into the wrong corner to keep
him from getting over to Dain. Maverick knees Drake in the
back though and crawls between Gibson’s legs for the hot tag.
House is cleaned in a hurry with Dain getting annoyed at Drake
for jumping on his back. That means a Samoan drop/fall away
slam combination to the Veterans at the same time, setting up
a backsplash for two on Drake.

There’s a double suplex to the Veterans again and it’s off to
Maverick for a high crossbody. Some dropkicks have the
Veterans in trouble but a blind tag sets up a middle rope
dropkick/Downward Spiral combination. Dain is taken to the
floor and knocked down but Maverick hits Gibson with a
bulldog. Gibson pulls him off the top though and Ticket To
Mayhem finishes Maverick at 8:22.

Rating: C. Maverick and Dain are still a fun odd couple but
you can only have them lose so many times. The good thing is
that the Veterans won because I never get tired of those guys.
They work so well together and it’s great to see them doing



their thing and hopefully moving back up the ladder sooner
rather than later.

Legado del Fantasma arrives.

Post break, Killian Dain carries Drake Maverick to the
trainer’s room but they run into Alexander Wolfe, who says
Dain used to be a monster. Dain ignores him and gets help for
Maverick. Was it that bad of a beating?

Karrion Kross vs. Santos Escobar

Non-title and no DQ but we cut to the parking lot where Kross
attacks Raul Mendoza and Joaquin Wilde. That brings Escobar
out of his car and the brawl is on. They fight over to a truck
with Escobar managing to drop the door onto Kross’ shoulder to
make him scream. Kross fights back but the rest of Legado
comes in to keep up the brawl. Escobar hides in the truck’s
cab so Kross fights off the goons and finds a pickax to swing
at the door.

That’s enough to bring Escobar out and the three on one beats
Kross down again. The arm is sent into the truck and they head
inside, with Escobar heading to ringside while Kross throws
the other two through the Plexiglas. The staredown is on and
Escobar realizes that he’s in major trouble. They get inside
with a big boot dropping Escobar for one but Kross has to deal
with Wilde. That’s enough for Escobar to get in a chair shot,
followed by rams into the post and steps.

We take a break and come back with Escobar hitting a running
basement dropkick in the corner as Scarlett is not pleased.
The shoulder is wrapped inside of a chair and sent into the
post to put Kross down again. A DDT onto the chair is good for
two back inside and there’s a dropkick to the arm. They’re
already back on the floor with Kross trying to fight back but
getting knocked down by the arm again.

Back in and the armbar goes on before Escobar tries Three



Amigos. The first two connect but the third is countered into
some suplexes from Kross. They’re outside again but this time,
Kross pulls him hard into the post. A suplex and a powerbomb
get rid of Wilde and Mendoza, leaving Kross to Doomsday Saito
Escobar through the announcers’ table. Another Doomsday Saito
sets up a running forearm to the back of the head to finish
Escobar at 15:36.

Rating: B. This took a bit longer than it needed but Kross as
the unstoppable monster was the right way to go. There’s
something interesting about him as the monster face rather
than a villain and while that wasn’t quite the case here, he
was definitely feeling different than usual and I was digging
where they were going. Throw in Escobar being treated like a
star as well and this was a very different main event which
worked rather well.

LA Knight says he’ll debut on his time.

Here’s Adam Cole to look at a clip of his attack on Kyle
O’Reilly last week. Now that footage makes him sick to his
stomach. At first he was mad at O’Reilly for getting title
shot after title shot but now he is ashamed. He knows O’Reilly
can’t be here but he should be, and Cole promises to do
everything he can to make it better. Cole sounds near tears
but here is Roderick Strong to say Cole wrecked everything.

The Undisputed Era was based on trust and Cole broke it.
Strong says O’Reilly is going to heal and Cole might not
survive what is coming for him. Cue Finn Balor for the brawl
with Cole but Strong tries to break it up, allowing Cole to
hit a superkick. Strong and Cole head back inside, where
Strong runs him over with a clothesline. Cole begs off and
asks for mercy, with Strong dropping to his knees and saying
he loves Cole too. They hug….and Cole hits him low. Cole calls
Strong stupid to end the show. This was rather good and Cole
sold the heck out of it.



Overall Rating: B+. This one was a bit of a different kind of
show but I liked almost everything they did. Between Kross
looking like a monster, the Veterans winning, the great
closing segment and Grimes rapidly becoming the most
entertaining thing in wrestling, I liked a lot more of this
than I didn’t. Awesome show this week and they have a lot of
different ways to go on the way forward.

Results

Dexter Lumis b. Johnny Gargano – Silence

Io Shirai b. Zoey Stark – Over the Moonsault

Xia Li b. Kacy Catanzaro via referee stoppage

Grizzled Young Veterans b. Killian Dain/Drake Maverick –
Ticket to Mayhem to Maverick

Karrion Kross b. Santos Escobar – Running forearm to the back
of the head

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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New Column: The Champion We
Need
This is the kind of column I like doing.

 

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/kbs-review-champion-need
/

Monday Night Raw – September
25, 2006: Kind Of Nice For A
Change
Monday Night Raw
Date: September 25, 2006
Location: Ford Center, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Attendance: 10,000
Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

We’re still starting of the new John Cena Era and that seems
to include one last gasp from Edge, but I can’t imagine him
sticking around in the main event scene that much longer. You
also have to imagine that the McMahons are going to be back
sooner rather than later, because that’s how Raw works. Let’s
get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.
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And the power is out, meaning the commentary intro is in the
dark.

Lilian Garcia’s intro can’t be heard and there is no video
screen or graphics.

Women’s Title Tournament First Round: Lita vs. Candice
Michelle

Lilian’s mic is back up to announce that we’re having a
Women’s Title tournament. Lita’s video is at least playing on
the screen above the ring. Before the bell, Lita gets a mic
and says that thanks to a private meeting with Jonathan
Coachman, she gets to pick the guest referee for this match.
It’s Edge and, after a rather extensive weapons shirt, he
spears Candice to give Lita the pin in about thirty seconds.

Post match (and actually mid match) John Cena runs in for the
save as the lights start to come back up a bit.

Back from a break with the power on and Cena talking about
Edge sabotaging the lights so he wouldn’t have to face him.
Edge and Lita come back out and say that there isn’t going to
be a title match tonight. They are going to celebrate, sending
Cena into a few jokes about Lita being….yeah I think you get
the joke. Cena suggests that various parts of her are as red
as the Oklahoma University end zone and says that was for JR
(who gives a thumbs up. Lita: “SCREW YOU!” Cena: “I don’t have
ten bucks!”

Lita is sick of Cena making fun of her when Cena is the real
joke. Edge and Lita are both better wrestlers than him, which
Cena says is proof that she has the testicles in the
relationship. And yeah, she might be better….if he was
blindfolded with one hand tied behind his back (uh oh) and
wasn’t afraid of a scorching case of herpes. Edge is ready to
fight right now but it’s for Lita, with Cena’s arm tied behind
his back.



Footage of the Mexico tour.

Intercontinental Title: Kane vs. Johnny Nitro

Nitro, with Melina, is defending. Kane jumps him during the rather long
entrance and a side slam lets Nitro get the fur coat off. Melina’s
distraction lets Nitro hit a chop block but Kane boots him out of the
air. Cue Umaga with a chair to Kane’s back for the DQ barely a minute in.

Post match Umaga destroys Kane with the running hip attack and the steps
to the head.

Shawn Michaels is readying the WWE Magazine but can’t find any
advertisements for DX gear. After the plug is done, Maria comes up to ask
DX about their gauntlet match tonight. Maria thinks their catchphrase is
NO WAY so HHH offers a demonstration, with Shawn pulling him away.
Instead HHH whispers it in her ear before leaving, with Eugene replacing
them. Maria whispers the same thing in Eugene’s ear and he faints.

This Week In Wrestling History: Andre the Giant vs. Gorilla Monsoon in a
boxing match in Puerto Rico in 1977. Monsoon’s selling of the knockout is
great.

Jonathan Coachman talks to Shelton Benjamin about his claims of being
held down for being a black man last week. Vince McMahon’s hero is Dr.
Martin Luther King! Benjamin: “I’m kind of partial to Michael Jordan
myself.” Benjamin asks Coach what he knows about being a black man in
this business and says Coach is “whitewashed.”

Jeff Hardy comes up with some of the most stereotypical slang you’ll ever
hear (Cryme Tyme would think it was over the top) so Coach makes a match
between them tonight. Benjamin: “Thanks, brother.” The two of them leave
so Edge and Lita come out of Coach’s office and the Cena vs. Lita match
is made. Coach even throws in a No Holds Barred stipulation, but if Edge
touches Cena, he loses hit rematch. When did Coach grow a backbone?

Ric Flair vs. Mikey

The rest of the Spirit Squad is here too. Flair takes him down to start
without much effort and unloads in the corner. Mikey snaps off a dropkick



and slaps Flair in the corner, earning himself various shots to the face
and chest. A shot to the knee looks to set up the Figure Four but Flair
has to throw Nicky onto the rest of the Squad. Flair punches Mikey down
for the pin. Yeah off a right hand.

Rating: D+. This mini feud continues and I’m oddly fine with a right hand
beating Mikey. No matter how you look at the them, aside from Kenny, the
entire Spirit Squad is a bunch of goons who only succeed at anything
because they have a numbers advantage. Losing to a right hand might be a
bit much, but I don’t think Mikey getting pinned by Ric Flair is going to
end him.

John Cena was on MadTV.

D-Generation X vs. ???/???/???

DX is running a three team gauntlet and dedicate it to Vince McMahon. He
isn’t here though, and they have a video on the Cell to explain his
absence. The Highlanders are in first and lose in about fifteen seconds
to a superkick. Robbie gets Pedigreed for a bonus and it’s Charlie
Haas/Viscera as the second team. HHH runs Haas over to start and Shawn
comes in to chop away in the corner. It’s off to Viscera, who gets
crushed with a sidewalk slam and we take a break.

Back with Haas cranking on Shawn’s arms but he fights up and sends the
villains into each other. The hot tag brings in HHH to clean house and a
double clothesline drops Viscera. The Pedigree to Haas lays him out and a
superkick knocks Viscera onto him for the double pin. Lance Cade and
Trevor Murdoch are in as the third team and a cheap shot to Michaels’
back puts him in trouble, allowing Cade to blast him with a clothesline.
Everything breaks down in a hurry with DX being sent into various hard
objects. Cade grabs a chair to knock Shawn down for the DQ.

Rating: D+. The longest match we saw was the middle portion, which was
cut in half by the break. I’m not sure how this was supposed to be
anything more than a workout for DX, but at least they didn’t treat it as
anything else. This felt more like DX needing a reason to be on the show
and until a new team is built up, that’s about as all as you can do with
them.



Post match HHH grabs his own chair to clear the ring.

In two weeks: Family Reunion, a three hour special. Oh…yay.

Cryme Tyme robs a guy near an ATM.

Jeff Hardy vs. Shelton Benjamin

Shelton knocks him down to start and then does it again for a
bonus. A running forearm puts Shelton down for a change but
he’s back with right hands and a bit one knocks Hardy into the
barricade. Back in the chinlock goes on until hardy jawbreaks
his way to freedom. The Whisper in the Wind connects but
Shelton jumps up to the top, only to get shoved down for the
Swanton. Shelton gets a boot on the rope and grabs the rope to
block the Twist of Fate. That’s fine with Jeff, who small
packages him for the fast pin.

Rating: C-. I have no idea what WWE is doing with these two
and the segment with Hardy earlier was a little more than
uncomfortable. At the same time, Shelton finding another way
to lose is never a good thing despite how many times WWE has
done it. I’ve given up on the false hope of him doing anything
important anytime soon, but the racial stuff could get rather
bad in a hurry.

John Cena has a wife in the Marina.

Carlito/Super Crazy vs. Randy Orton/Chris Masters

Carlito takes Masters down for an early near fall and it’s off
to Crazy, who is powerbombed down in a hurry. Orton comes in
and slaps on a chinlock, which is broken up in a hurry for the
hot tag off to Carlito. House is cleaned and everything breaks
down but Masters avoids Crazy’s moonsault. With Crazy sent
outside, Masters tries the Masterlock on Carlito but gets
reversed into the Backstabber for the pin.

Rating: C-. Nothing much to this one but it gives Carlito a
quick boost to help him up after the Unforgiven loss. There



are only so many things that you can do when the match was so
definitive but at least they’re trying. The Super Crazy push
is still a little odd, though at least they’re trying
something new and that’s not a terrible idea.

Post match Orton catches Carlito with the RKO to leave him
laying.

Here’s Jonathan Coachman for a chat and he has a surprise:
Eric Bischoff of all people, who has not been here since he
was fired last year. Bischoff is happy to be back and while he
isn’t thrilled with being fired, he has written a book called
Controversy Creates Cash. He’s telling the truth in the book,
including the fact that Raw would not exist in this form
without him and there would be no DX without the NWO. And then
the music plays him off because that’s a little too far.

John Cena vs. Lita

Non-title, Cena’s arm is tied behind his back and Edge is here
but can’t touch Cena. Lita pokes him in the eye and gets low
blowed but the FU finishes her in less than a minute.

Post match here are King Booker, Finlay and William Regal from
Smackdown (where Cena will be appearing in a six man tag later
this week) for the big beatdown. Finlay gets in some
Shillelagh shots and Booker takes off his boot because it’s time
for Cena kiss the feet. JR: “WHEN DID BOOKER GET AN ENGLISH
ACCENT???” Booker sits on the ropes as the beatdown knocks
Cena out and his face is put onto Booker’s bare foot. Booker
twirls in the robe before leaving, so Edge grabs a mic. The
rematch for the title is next week and it’s inside a cage.

Overall Rating: C-. This was a weird show as there was one
match which broke five minutes and it was a three fall
gauntlet match. I’m not sure if they were a little spent after
the international tour or whatever else but I did like the
show flew by with a lot of things getting some time. Granted
not everything needed to get time (like that Hardy/Shelton



segment) but I did like the structure they were going with
here. It wouldn’t work every week, though it worked rather
well for a one off change.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Dynamite – February 24, 2021:
The Early Slow Down
Dynamite
Date: February 24, 2021
Location: Daily’s Place, Jacksonville, Florida
Commentators: Excalibur, Jim Ross, Tony Schiavone

AEW had a pretty surprising headline earlier today as they
announced the signing of Big Show Paul Wight, which is not
something many people had on their Bingo cards. I’m not sure
how much of a difference he is going to make around here but
he seems a lot more like a signing for the sake of getting
some attention than anything else. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.
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Jon Moxley vs. Ryan Nemeth

Nemeth says he likes trying for the starring role and gets
slapped off his feet in a hurry. Some knees to the ribs have
Moxley staggered but he comes right back with a belly to back
suplex. Another shot to the face sets up the Paradigm Shift to
finish Nemeth at 2:45.

Post match Moxley sits in a chair and says he’ll do anything
to be World Champion again. What kind of images come to mind
when someone says exploding barbed wire death match (Laughter?)?
Maybe it’s blood, carnage, Japanese wrestling magazines?
Moxley talks about how he can’t get enough of wrestling and
while it’s a trap from Kenny Omega and his boys, he just can’t
resist. He talks about how far he is wiling to go to win the
title back and promises to give us everything he has (which
sounded like he is leaving, perhaps for paternity leave).

Video on Omega vs. Moxley.

Lance Archer and Rey Fenix respect each other but they both
want to win the spot in the Revolution ladder match. Then
Fenix calls him the worst partner he has ever had though and
has to dodge a lot of violence.

We look back at the Inner Circle shoving Papa Buck last week.

The Young Bucks are here with their parents, who seem rather
proud.

Varsity Blonds vs. Team Taz

Brian Cage/Ricky Starks for Team Taz here with Taz on
commentary. Pillman and Starks run the ropes to start and it’s
Pillman tripping him down to the floor. Back in and Pillman
grabs a rollup for two but Air Pillman is knocked to the
floor. Cage powerbombs him against the post and we take a
break.

Back with Cage curling Pillman and tossing him down, allowing



Starks to come back in for a running elbow in the corner. A
right hand misses though and the hot tag brings in Garrison to
pick up the pace. Garrison’s belly to back faceplant gets two
on Starks with Cage making the save. Air Pillman breaks up a
sitout powerbomb but it’s a spear to Garrison and a discus
clothesline to Pillman. The drill Claw gives Cage the pin at
9:09.

Rating: C+. I liked this one a good bit as the Blonds were
looking better than they have to date. The action was good and
I can always go for a power vs. speed match. These guys had a
pretty fun match here and they had Team Taz sweat a bit, which
you might not have guessed in this spot.

Post match we get a video of a truck dragging a body bag.
Sting is driving and Darby Allin is in the bag (in half Sting
face paint). Back in the arena, here’s Sting, with a body bag.
Tony thinks Allin might be in the bag and…..it’s actually
Taz’s son Hook. Allin ziplines into the ring with the
skateboard to clean house. Sting gets in as well for some
pretty bad stomping and the Stinger Splash to Cage.

We get a sitdown interview with Miro, Kip Sabian and Penelope
Ford. They don’t like what happened with Chuck Taylor and
Orange Cassidy at the wedding. Miro likes Charles though and
wants him to come back as the butler rather than following
Cassidy. We get a note from Taylor and Cassidy, with the
Y/N/Maybe (circle one), hugs and kisses. Miro tells Taylor to
be a man and the match seems likely.

Brandon Cutler vs. Jake Hager

Hager suplexes him down a few times to start and hits the
Hager Bomb. Back up and Cutler manages to send him outside for
the big flip dive, only to get caught in something like a
powerslam  back  inside.  One  heck  of  a  running  clothesline
finishes Cutler at 3:12.

Rating:  C-.  Nearly  a  total  squash  here  with  Hager  barely



getting touched outside of that one flip dive. Cutler isn’t
someone who feels like anything important so having him beaten
up to make the Bucks mad isn’t the worst idea. This worked out
well enough, even if the match wasn’t exactly competitive.

Post match the Inner Circle is out for the beatdown but the
Young Bucks make the real save. The Bucks call out MJF and
Chris Jericho, who pop up on the screen. They aren’t wasting
time coming to the ring….because they have beaten and bloodied
Papa Buck. MJF and Jericho mock the Bucks’ pose and run when
the Bucks come in for the save.

We recap Cody Rhodes/Red Velvet vs. Shaquille O’Neal/Jade
Cargill. I’m still not 100% sure why Cargill and O’Neal are a
team or why they’re going after Cody but I don’t think you’re
exactly supposed to. Jim Ross and Excalibur talk about the
match, which could be one heck of a mess.

Isaiah Kassidy vs. Hangman Page

Matt Hardy and the Hybrid 2 are here with Kassidy. Page, who has
made some new friends lately, slugs away at Kassidy to start
and stomps him down in the corner, setting up the fall away
slam. A hard clothesline drops Kassidy and Page kicks him out
of the air to the floor. There’s the slingshot dive to drop
Kassidy again and a clothesline puts him over the barricade.

Hybrid 2 gets on the apron for a distraction and Hardy’s
cheating lets Kassidy get in a cheap shot. Cue the Dark Order
to stooge on Matt, who is ejected. Kassidy grabs the armbar
and we take a break. Back with Kassidy still working on the
arm until Page gets in a shot to the face. The Buckshot Lariat
is broken up so Page settles for a discus forearm and a near
fall. Kassidy is back with an enziguri, only to get caught in
a Death Valley Driver.

There’s a brainbuster for two more on Kassidy, who is back
with a posionrana for one. A cross armbreaker has Page in
trouble and Kassidy snaps the arm over the rope. Back up and



Kassidy tries a springboard but Page pulls it out of the air
and hits a (one armed) Deadeye for the pin at 13:26.

Rating: C+. This was quite the lengthy match, though the
action was good enough to work out. I’m not sure why Kassidy
is getting to hang with Page this long but maybe the ring time
will do him some good. The idea of Hardy vs. Page still
doesn’t interest me, but if it’s a one off match then it
should be ok.

Post match Hardy’s voice comes over the speaker to talk about
how Page made the wrong choice. Hardy appears with #5 and
throws him off the stage.

Kenny Omega is building the Moxley Extermination Chamber,
complete with pounding on metal himself. If you want something
done, do it yourself.

Long video on the Women’s #1 Contender tournament.

Women’s #1 Contenders Eliminator Tournament Quarterfinals:
Britt Baker vs. Nyla Rose

Baker gets tossed around to start so it’s time to go to the
back for some complaining. Back in and Rose hits the Samoan
drop before trying to break the leg in the corner again. That
doesn’t work so Rose drops her hard with a gorilla press. They
head outside with Baker kicking the arm against the barricade
and we take a break. Back with Rose hitting a superplex but
Baker manages a suplex of her own. Rose knocks her down again
and goes to the corner but has to take Rebel out with a
release Rock Bottom onto the apron.

Rose chokeslams Baker but has to knock Rebel into the corner.
That sets up the Cannonball but Baker sends Rose into the
exposed buckle (exposed during the break and shown when we
came back) to set up Lockjaw. That’s countered though and Rose
plants her for two, only to have Baker pull her into Lockjaw
again. That’s broken up again so it’s Beast Bomb…for two



(possibly due to the banged up arm), with Rose being stunned.
Another Beast Bomb finishes Baker at 12:41.

Rating: C. This was an awkward one as they tried to do a bit
too much with Rebel and it didn’t quite click. At the same
time, and it’s too early to actually get annoyed at this yet,
but I’m really not all that interested in Rose. We’ve been
there far too many times now and hopefully we don’t have to
see it again anytime soon.

Video on Jurassic Express vs. FTR/Tully Blanchard. FTR wants
to fight them because they are so different, but they don’t
know what they are in for with Blanchard returning to the
ring.

Here’s what’s coming in the next few weeks, including at
Revolution.

Lance Archer vs. Rey Fenix

For a spot in the Revolution latter match and Jake Roberts is
here with Lance. Archer stalks him into the corner but Fenix
snaps off a hurricanrana. Fenix manages to knock the monster
to the floor for the big running flip suicide dive. Jake
catches Fenix on top, so he jumps over Roberts and dives onto
Archer instead. Archer throws him over the barricade and we
take a break.

Back with Archer knocking him hard off the apron to the floor
and looking rather pleased about the landing. Fenix gets sent
hard into the barricade and then a toss suplex sends him
flying inside. A kick to the ribs lets Fenix get up top for a
top rope double stomp to the back of the head but Archer snaps
off a release German suplex.

There’s the rope walk moonsault for two on Fenix, who is
whipped hard into the corner for a running clothesline. Archer
charges into a raised boot in the corner though and Fenix’s
rope walk kick to the head puts the monster down. The rolling



cutter connects and a Spanish Fly somehow connects for two
more on Archer. A Pounce drops Fenix and there’s the chokeslam
for a rather close two. Archer is frustrated so he takes Fenix
up top and plants him with the Black Out for the pin at 17:32.

Rating: B. I was betting on the time limit draw at the end but
it was nice to see Archer get the monster win in the end. This
was about the beast chasing its next meal and finally catching
him in the end, which is a fine story to tell. They both did
their thing rather well and it was a heck of a main event,
especially with the longer time that they were given. Fenix is
a heck of a star and it’s great to see him getting a chance to
shine on his own.

A bit of respect is shown to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. This felt like they took their foot off of
the gas before the big show next week and there is nothing
wrong with that. Next week is the show that matters with the
big tag match and then Revolution is later in the same week.
There was no need to hammer away with this week’s show and
thankfully they didn’t try too hard. What we got was rather
good (a few questionable choices aside) and I had a pretty
easy time with the show.

Results

Jon Moxley b. Ryan Nemeth – Paradigm Shift

Team Taz b. Varsity Blonds – Drill Claw to Pillman

Jake Hager b. Brandon Cutler – Running clothesline

Hangman Page b. Isaiah Kassidy – Deadeye

Nyla Rose b. Britt Baker – Beast Bomb

Lance Archer b. Rey Fenix – Black Out

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to



my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Ring Of Honor TV – February
17, 2021: On The Good Side
Ring of Honor
Date: February 17, 2021
Location: UMBC Center, Baltimore, Maryland
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Caprice Coleman

I’m not sure what to expect from this show these days and I’m
also not sure if that’s a good or bad thing. The show has been
far from terrible but there is something about it that feels
inconsistent. Sometimes you get a good show but at times you
get a show that leaves me counting the minutes until it’s
over. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

The Foundation gives Wheeler Yuta and Fred Yehi a fired up
promo about bringing honor back. Tonight they’re going to
shake things up a bit by having parts of the Foundation on
both sides of a six man. Everyone else leaves and Jay Lethal
says he and Tracy Williams will start, which is cool with
Williams, who reminds Jay what happened the last time they
were in the ring together (Tracy won).
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Opening sequence.

Quinn McKay runs down the card.

Tony Deppen talks about how important Final Battle was for him
because he has a newborn to provide for every day. He beat LSG
to get to his TV Title shot against Dragon Lee and now he is
going to do it again. They took different paths to get here
but Deppen has the momentum here.

LSG talks about his journey starting fifteen years ago and he
isn’t letting the flavor of the month take him out of this
company. He is here to hang with the best and he knows Deppen
can’t beat him again. LSG is Ring of Honor, but what about
Deppen?

LSG vs. Tony Deppen

Deppen is getting this match due to fan response (part of Ring
of Honor trying to listen to the people more). Going to the
mat doesn’t last long to start so they trade some quick
rollups for a variety of results. They’re on the floor for the
slugout in a hurry before they go back inside, with LSG’s
O’Connor roll being kicked out to the apron. Deppen hits a
triangle dropkick to the floor but LSG sends him hard into the
barricade. Back in and LSG grabs a neck crank as we take a
break.

We come back with LSG missing an elbow drop but nailing a knee
to the jaw. Something like a Gory Stretch has Deppen in more
trouble but he’s right back with some slaps to the face. A
basement dropkick sends LSG into the corner and Deppen gets
two off some running knees in the corner. They slap it out
until LSG hits Rock In Bye Baby (spinning faceplant) into a
springboard spinning forearm for two.

A dropkick through the ropes rocks Deppen again but Deppen
sweeps the leg from the apron. Back in and a brainbuster into
a running knee gets two on LSG but the top rope double stomp



misses. Some rollups give Deppen two each but LSG grabs a Gory
Stretch….and flips Deppen forward into a sitout powerbomb
(cool) for the pin at 11:57. Ian Riccaboni names it the Event
Horizon and Caprice likes it.

Rating: C+. The ending was the big deal here, but what
mattered more was the fact that I wasn’t sure who was going to
win until the end. You don’t get that kind of a feeling very
often and I was surprised when LSG won. Granted that might
have been because I hadn’t seen the finisher before and it was
rather cool looking. Rather hart to believe that Deppen wasn’t
helping with the flip, but it looked great.

The Briscoes are staring at each other with Mark being annoyed
at Jay for going after EC3 instead of the Tag Team Titles. The
whole thing is argued using a boat metaphor and….I think they
make up?

Rush and Shane Taylor are ready for their World Title match in
two weeks.

Jonathan Gresham/Tracy Williams/Fred Yehi vs. Jay
Lethal/Wheeler Yuta/Rhett Titus

After an extended Code of Honor, Lethal and Williams start
things off, as planned. The feeling out process begins until
Williams takes him down into an armbar. They fight over half
crabs with neither being able to get very far so Titus comes
in to take Williams down. The mat grappling goes to another
standoff so it’s off to Yehi. Titus gets wrestled to the mat
and bails over to the ropes, meaning Yuta comes in for some
arm battling of their own.

With that broken up, Gresham comes in and is taken to the mat
by the leg. Gresham’s headscissors gets us to a standoff and
Yuta’s armbar sends Gresham to the rope. It’s off to Lethal to
face Gresham and they go straight to the mat as well. They
spin around rather fast and that’s good for another standoff
with commentary sounding out of breath. Lethal cartwheels out



of a headlock and another one sets up a basement dropkick to
Gresham.

Titus comes in to work on the arm and hands it back to Lethal.
That doesn’t go so well for Titus as Lethal spears him down by
mistake, allowing the hot tag to Yehi. A snap brainbuster gets
two on Yuta, who has to go to the rope to break up the Koji
Clutch. We take a break and come back with the Lethal
Combination dropping Williams. Hail To The King gets two but
Williams gets in a shot of his own for the double knockdown.

Gresham and Titus come in with Titus nailing a belly to belly
for two. Gresham hands it back to Yehi, who is clotheslined
into a jackknife rollup for two more. Everything breaks down
and Lethal has to save Titus from the Koji Clutch. There’s the
Lethal Injection to Gresham, who shoved Yehi out of the way
since he isn’t legal. Titus dropkicks Yehi down for the pin at
17:47.

Rating: B. They had an idea here and then executed it, which is all you
could want them to do. There was something nice about having a much more
technically sound match and that is the kind of thing that could turn
into a big feud with someone down the line. Mixing the lineups up a bit
here helped too as you can only do the same kind of match so many times.
Good storytelling and solid action so I’m rather pleased.

A lot of handshakes end the show.

Overall Rating: B. This would be on the higher end of their
shows since the return and that is great to see. Both matches
worked and while I still don’t need the minute and a half
promos before the matches, they let some things build and had
two good matches. Ring of Honor knows how to put together a
good show but they need to work on their consistency. What we
got here worked well and if they can even do most of this kind
of thing again, they’re going to be in a great place.



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Big Show Is All Elite
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/breaking-big-show-paul-w
ight-signs-aew/

 

I didn’t see this one coming. This isn’t going to be some kind
of a game changer and no Wight isn’t going to be the big focal
point of the company.  He’s a name and can be funny on
commentary, which is all he needs to be.  This is about a
headline and AEW did really well with it.

Major League Wrestling Fusion
– February 17, 2021 (Filthy
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Island): The MLW Ultimatum
Fusion #122
Date: February 17, 2021
Location: Filthy Island, Hawaii
Commentators: Dan Lambert, Tom Lawlor, Jared St. Laurent, Rich
Bocchini

It’s time for a special event as MLW offers their take on
UFC’s Fight Island. As long as we don’t have to deal with
another Fyre Fest joke, I’m all for trying something new, as
MLW is getting weaker and weaker every show. The main event is
a long awaited showdown between Low Ki and King Mo. Let’s get
to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We get a disclaimer that MLW assumes no liability on the show.

Tom Lawlor tells Dominic Garrini that there is a problem with
catering (no), meaning there is no spam. Lawlor sends him down
to the port and hands him a bottle of something. Garrini: “You
want me to drown him?” Lawlor: “It’s for you.” Garrini stares
into the camera.

Opening sequence.

Commentary welcomes us to the show and runs down the card.
This could be a rather long night.

The ring, which has no ropes or ring skirts, is surrounded by
trees and there are some people (Fans?) on a couch. Music is
handled by a guy with a boom box. I’ve seen worse.

Mauna Loa vs. Dominic Garrini

Loa looks a bit like Blue Meanie (in a grass skirt but minus
the blue) and Lambert calls Lawlor out for the low rent
talent. Loa runs him over and hits a splash for an early two,
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sending Garrini out to the floor for a consultation with
commentary. Back in and Garrini chokes him out at 39 seconds.

There is going to be a jungle fight later on between Savio
Vega and Mil Muertes. In the jungle.

Los Parks are ready to defend the Tag Team Titles against
Contra on March 3. LA Park also wants Alex Hammerstone’s
National Openweight Title.

Commentary previews the main event.

We look at the first Low Ki vs. King Mo fight.

Azteca Underground now has its own website.

The Dynasty isn’t overly impressed with Hawaii but are ready
to make it work.

We recap Salina de la Renta trying to buy out IWA from Savio
Vega, who says no. Her bosses at Azteca Underground aren’t
happy and Mil Muertes is coming.

Commentary is scared of the Jungle Fight but Salina de la
Renta has sent in a note. The boss of Azteca Underground
promises blood will be spilled. It’s signed El Jefe, which
should make you rather interested if you’re a Lucha
Underground fan.

Kevin Ku vs. Zenshi

Dominic Garrini is here with Ku…who is taken down by Zenshi
diving out of a tree. Zenshi dropkicks him to the floor and
ducks some kicks to the head back inside. A kick to the ribs
slows Zenshi down and a half crab goes on. Since there are no
ropes, Zenshi pulls himself to the post for the break instead.
Ku stands on Zenshi’s throat for a bit, only to have Zenshi
come back with a quick rollup for two. They strike it out
until Zenshi nails a Pele for two and follows with some more
kicks to the head. Ku’s half nelson suplex is countered with a



backflip but a running cutter is countered into a dragon
suplex to give Ku the pin at 4:59.

Rating: C. This was where the weird environment came into play
and it might not have been for the best. Above all else it
felt more like a fight than a match, which may be the idea of
the show but it doesn’t mean it works out so well. Not much to
the match but you knew Team Filthy was going over here, as
that’s kind of the point of this week.

The Von Erichs can’t be here tonight but they want Low Ki to
win to show up Tom Lawlor. Maybe they’ll show up anyway.

We go back to the jungle where Savio Vega yells at Salina de
la Renta, only to get jumped by Mil Muertes. More on this
later.

Next week: MLW Underground rather than Fusion.

TJP sits down with Alicia Atout and is tired of losing so many
tag matches with Bu Ku Dao. He likes teaming with people but
Dao has been dragging him down by not knowing what winning
time is. No he isn’t a bully because Dao can’t carry his end.
Alicia says Dao looks up to him, which TJP attributes to Dao
being 4’11 (TJP: “Maybe 5’5 with the hair.”). That’s enough of
the interview.

Gringo Loco vs. Rocky Romero

Loco is listed as being “super over in Cancun.” Romero throws
his jacket to one of the “fans” on the couch and we’re ready
to go. Feeling out process to start and they go with the test
of strength into the flipping exchange. A tilt-a-whirl
backbreaker gives Loco two and we hit the double arm crank.
Back up and Romero grabs a flying mare but Loco runs him over
with a clothesline.

A leglock with an arm crank has Romero in trouble for all of
five seconds and Loco’s chops just fire Romero up. A running



hurricanrana takes Loco to the floor but he’s right back in to
drop Romero onto the couch. The big dive knocks Romero and the
couch over and sets up a reverse DDT for two back inside. Loco
misses a cartwheel moonsault but he’s fine enough to hit an
enziguri. Romero grabs a Stunner on the arm and a tornado DDT
gives Romero the pin at 8:50.

Rating: C. Romero is a guy I can never predict as sometimes he’s
rather good, sometimes he’s rather awful and sometimes he’s so completely
average that I can barely bring myself to care about what he does. That
was the case here, as he had a completely run of the mill match and I
couldn’t get into it. It certainly wasn’t bad, but it was kind of there.

Back to the Jungle Fight, which is a bunch of walking and brawling….until
Contra hacks the feed.

Contra doesn’t like Injustice.

We look at more of Low Ki vs. King Mo.

The Von Erichs are diving to Filthy Island. Shouldn’t that be boating?

Here’s what’s coming over the next few weeks.

More Muertes and Vega. This time they’re choking and walking around until
Muertes hits him with a crowbar. Salina says finish it and Muertes gets
the pin. This was a big waste of time.

More Low Ki vs. King Mo.

Tom Lawlor gives the Dynasty ringside seats but Hammerstone wants
Gatorade and Spam thrown in.

Here’s the Top 10.

10. Jordan Oliver

9. Calvin Tankman

8. Myron Reed



7. Mil Muertes

6. Richard Holliday

5. Mads Krugger

4. Low Ki

3. Lio Rush

2. Tom Lawlor

1. Alex Hammerstone

King Mo vs. Low Ki

They go straight to the slugging in the clinch but Mo takes him down to
the mat for a leglock. Another leglock has Ki in trouble but he reverses
into a choke. Mo reaches for the non-existent ropes….and the referee says
that’s a tap (it was close) at 1:34.

Lambert is ticked and Team Filthy jumps Ki. The Von Erichs make the save
and Team Filthy is cleared out to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. I’m really not sure what to think of this show
anymore. This was one of their unique ideas and it was just there. They
did some weird hybrid of a UFC knockoff (not a bad thing) and MORE OF THE
FYRE FEST NONSENSE so this was a mixture of disappointing and annoying.
That has been the case for a long time now and that has me doing
something I don’t like to do.

During the show, a calendar was shown with the big matches coming on the
next two shows. If MLW can’t do something in there to make me more
interested in the show, I think I’m dropping it from the schedule. It
took me more than a few days to make myself care enough to watch this
show and that shouldn’t be the case. I could use the extra time to do
shows I want to do so I’m giving them the next two weeks. Hopefully they
fix it, but I’m not sure I can see it happening.
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