
Smackdown  –  May  30,  2002:
Brutality,  Bald  Men,  and  a
Strange Edit
Smackdown
Date: May 30, 2002
Location: Saddledome, Calgary, Alberta, Canada
Commentators: Michael Cole, Tazz

We’re still in Canada and maybe we can find the next challenger to
Undertaker for the WWE World Title. As much fun as it was to see him make
Tommy Dreamer drink tobacco juice and then beat him up, I could go for an
actual match with a challenger instead of just random attacks. Let’s get
to it.

We open with a long recap of Hulk Hogan’s retirement from last week to
set up what is likely our show long story. Vince McMahon isn’t going to
let Hogan retire as punishment for Hogan leaving him ten years ago. An
explanation for what he means by that might be nice for the casual fans.

Tag Team Titles: Rikishi/Rico vs. Billy and Chuck

Rikishi and Rico are defending and Rico comes out to the challengers’
music. Chuck gets sent into the corner for an early Stinkface attempt but
Rikishi has to deal with Rico. A double flapjack plants the big man but
he comes right back with a double clothesline. Rico tags himself in as
Rikishi sits on Chuck’s chest, leaving the Samoan to superkick his
partner right into the cover to retain the titles. If this is the best
they can do with the Tag Team Titles, drop them already because this is
an embarrassment.

Hogan arrives.

Torrie Wilson kisses Maven and sexual escapades are implied. Tajiri
watches from behind a door. So in other words, Torrie and Maven are
Booker and the NWO while Tajiri is Goldust, even down to sneaking around
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behind them to eavesdrop.

Christian vs. Maven

Maven knocks him outside to start and scores with a dive as the
announcers plug Tough Enough 2. Back in and Maven’s middle rope bulldog
gets two but here’s Tajiri to kick Maven in the head, setting up the
Unprettier for the fast pin.

Vince is on the phone for some exposition about how Benoit is allowed to
go to either show because he’s injured. Since when was that written into
the Draft charter? Dawn Marie Rinaldi (the last name was later dropped),
a paralegal, comes in to give Vince something to sign. Chris Jericho
interrupts them to complain about his match with Faarooq tonight. Vince
doesn’t think much about that as HHH has to face Test tonight as well.
This is your “Still To Come” segment. The Canadian leaves and Vince gets
comfortable with Dawn. I guess Stacy is off this week.

GET THE F OUT!

Chris Jericho vs. Faarooq

We start with the power game, including a clothesline to put Jericho on
the floor. A hot shot onto the barricade has Jericho in even more trouble
and Faarooq drops a knee for two. Jericho realizes he’s only fighting
Faarooq and gets in a middle rope dropkick to take over. With the
wrestling not working, Jericho pulls off a turnbuckle pad followed by the
bulldog. The Lionsault misses though and Faarooq hits that always good
looking spinebuster. Not that it matters as Jericho sends him into the
exposed buckle for the pin.

Rating: D-. Less than two weeks ago, Chris Jericho was inside the Cell in
a major match with HHH. In the last two weeks, he’s had a match against
Mark Henry and had to cheat against Faarooq. HHH fought Lance Storm and
gets Test tonight, which isn’t much better but they’re almost guaranteed
to be stronger matches. How does this stuff benefit anyone?

Lance Storm asks D-Von to take his confession…..in the men’s room.
Storm’s sin: being from western Canada. D-Von forgives him but isn’t



pleased with Storm’s small donation to the building fund.

Hogan is in the back for an interview but first let’s stop to soak in
some cheers. Hulk was all ready to retire last week but Vince wants to
treat him like an indentured servant. Vince can stick that contract in a
rather uncomfortable place and Hogan will follow it with his size
fifteen. After winning the title, Hogan only has one thing left to do:
fight Vince McMahon, one on one. Vince comes in for a staredown but Angle
jumps Hogan from behind with a steel exercise bar. There’s a big match at
King of the Ring.

WWE Undisputed Title: Undertaker vs. Randy Orton

Here’s a major feud three years from now. Before the match, Undertaker
actually sucks up to the Calgary fans for reasons unclear. Orton accepts
a handshake to start and is actually granted a clean break in the corner.
Undertaker walks into an armdrag and backdrop before a clothesline puts
him on the floor. A big dive follows and I’m stunned at Undertaker
actually selling here.

The Oklahoma roll gets two on the champ and a surprised Undertaker
clotheslines him down. We get the second exposed buckle of the night but
Orton gets caught with some dropkicks. That earns him a running DDT
though and it’s time for Undertaker to get serious. Unfortunately serious
means being sent into the exposed buckle, allowing Orton to hit the
Overdrive (or whatever it’s called this week) for two.

I’m not sure why but there’s a major edit there as Orton grabs the near
leg for the cover but a camera cut shows the far leg being held on the
kickout. On top of that, Undertaker loses his bandana in between camera
cuts. No idea what that’s about. That’s enough for Undertaker though as
it’s Snake Eyes and a big boot for two, followed by Orton grabbing a
rollup for his own near fall. A chokeslam retains the title.

Rating: C-. Not terrible here actually as Orton actually got in a lot
instead of just getting squashed. I’m not sure what was up with
Undertaker being nice at the beginning (just pure cockiness maybe) or the
weird camera cut in the middle. At least Orton got a rub here because
that’s what they need more than anything else: young guys getting to look



good. Also, it makes sense to see Orton’s offense still being very basic.
His big move is that Overdrive and the rest is all basic stuff. He’s
adding more stuff though and that’s how he should be going.

Post match the rookie gets beaten up some more until HHH comes out to
clean house. A challenge is issued but Undertaker is sent off by the
Game’s music. I can’t imagine it was intentional, but you could look back
at that as a sign that HHH thought something of Orton. Randy joined up
with HHH in January so it’s not like there’s an unthinkable gap of time
in there.

Hurricane/Kidman vs. Chavo Guerrero/Tajiri

Hurricane takes Tajiri to the floor to start and does the rocking horse
move to send Tajiri’s head into the bottom buckle over and over. Tazz:
“Just like Maven and Torrie!” A superkick gets two on Tajiri and it’s off
to Kidman (who looks really weird in regular trunks) for the Sky High on
Chavo.

Tajiri goes with the standard cheating by kicking Kidman from the apron
and grabbing a Tarantula to take it a step further. That just makes him
cocky though and it’s time for Kidman to counter a powerbomb with the X
Factor. Hurricane comes back in to clean house with the Overcast getting
two.

A flip dive takes Tajiri out again, followed by Kidman busting out a
shooting star from the top to the floor onto both villains. Back in and
Hurricane’s music hits as a message pops up on screen, saying the reveal
is next week. As a bonus we see a woman’s hands on Hurricane’s chest,
meaning this is likely going to be ANOTHER love triangle story. Tajiri
kicks the distracted Hurricane for the pin.

Rating: B. This is what I’m looking for with the cruiserweights, minus
the angle that is. These guys know how to fly around the ring and make
the division look like a lot of fun. That shooting star from Kidman
looked awesome and is the kind of thing I want out of this division.
There’s no need for anything beyond basic characters because the action
should be the driving force around here.



HHH vs. Test

Fallout from Test attacking HHH last week and I’m having flashbacks to
1999 when this meant something. Triple H knocks him into the corner and
out to the floor for a good posting. Cue Lance Storm for a distraction so
Test can get in a quick legdrop as HHH gets back inside. A good looking
side slam gets two and Storm gets in a better looking superkick on the
floor. Back in and HHH gets the spinebuster so Storm jumps on the apron
like a good evil Canadian. Storm is finally thrown at Test and eats a big
boot from his buddy. Cue the Undertaker for a distraction though and Test
kicks HHH in the face for the pin.

Rating: D. Here’s the thing: this really doesn’t do anything for Test
because it was all about HHH being dragged down by the overwhelming odds.
Test really could have been anyone here and that’s not doing anyone any
good. Orton got in offense on Undertaker on his own and looked like he
had potential. HHH beat the heck out of Test anytime it was one on one.
That doesn’t help Test, which makes this little more than time filler
until Undertaker got there.

The beatdown is on post match, including a chokeslam and a bunch of chair
shots. Referees and suits finally break it up.

The cage is lowered.

Val Venis tells Edge to rip off Angle’s wig. So Venis has gone from an
adult star to a censorship advocate to Edge’s buddy. That’s quite the
character evolution.

Angle swears his hair is natural and threatens pain for anyone who tries
to show footage of his haircut. Violence against Edge is promised.

The Hart Family, including Stu, is in the crowd.

Kurt Angle vs. Edge

They have a lot of time for this one and it’s inside a cage with
pins/submissions or escape as winning options. For some reason Edge tries
to take it to the mat early on before opting to send Angle flying into
the cage. A spear attempt hits cage though and we hit a front facelock.



The rolling German suplexes get two on Edge and he gets thrown into the
cage a few times to draw some Canadian blood.

Edge’s half nelson faceplant has Angle staggered but it’s time for a ref
bump. You can tell this is going to get stupid now. A belly to back
superplex cuts off Angle’s escape attempt and Tazz is amazed that Kurt’s
hair is still on. Edge goes up and gets low blowed back down, setting up
one heck of a super Angle Slam. It’s always cool looking when someone
goes flying through the air into a big crash.

Angle goes over the top and escapes but here’s Hogan for revenge from
earlier. Back from a break with another Angle Slam getting two. Edge hits
his own Slam but gets caught in the ankle lock. Angle is sent into the
cage so Edge puts on his own ankle lock (Angle LOVED that stealing
finishers spot).

That’s reversed as well and Angle goes over the top, only to have Edge
kick the door open to crotch Angle back down. Back inside and Kurt tries
to run the corner for a superplex but a top rope spear (more like a
shoulder but the timing was hard to pull off) gives Edge the pin. So does
that make it one fall apiece?

Rating: B+. Hogan really brings this one down as he feels so out of
place. You have a match with Angle and Edge beating the heck out of each
other but then you do a false finish (with Angle winning completely
legally) for the sake of advancing Angle vs. Hogan. I don’t see a reason
why you couldn’t wait until after the cage match and then start the new
feud as it’s not like losing to Edge is going to take away all of Angle’s
heat. Hogan didn’t help Edge get the win at the end but he was way too
big of a factor in the match, which was excellent without him but just
very, very good with him.

Post match Hogan goes after Angle but can’t get the wig off. Hogan’s
music plays to end the show because that’s how things work around here.

Overall Rating: C+. The first hour or so was dreadful but once you get to
the meat of the show, this turned around in a hurry with some hard work
and good wrestling. The holes are still there with stuff like HHH vs.
Undertaker for the title (though there isn’t another main eventer ready



for the shot at the moment) and the mess that is the Tag Team Titles. The
main event more than bails the show out though and is worth checking out
if you have the time.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Survivor  Series  Count-Up  –
1994: The Better Casket Match
Survivor  Series 1994
Date: November 23, 1994
Location: Freeman Coliseum, San Antonio, Texas
Attendance: 10,000
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Gorilla Monsoon

Things weren’t all that great for the WWF at this time but Bret was doing
well enough as the top man. However, they still needed someone new to
come along and supplement him. That name would come soon, but for now
it’s still Bret defending the championship against a guy who wasn’t very
interesting in the eyes of a lot of younger fans. Let’s get to it.

We open with a clip from earlier today of the team captains giving their
teams pep talks.
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Gorilla and Vince are dressed as cowboys. Gorilla looks like he could
almost pull the look off but Vince looks like a schnook.

Teamsters vs. Bad Guys

Teamsters: Diesel, Shawn Michaels, Owen Hart, Jim Neidhart, Jeff Jarrett

Bad Guys: Razor Ramon, 1-2-3 Kid, British Bulldog, Headshrinkers

Diesel and Shawn are Tag Team Champions but they’ve having issues. Owen
and Neidhart are a semi-regular tag team. This version of the
Headshrinkers is Fatu and Sione, more famous as the Barbarian. Razor is
Intercontinental Champion as is his custom. Shawn keeps slipping in front
of Diesel to steal the spotlight. That’ll become important later.

It takes a while to decide who starts before we get Kid vs. Owen. This
should be good. Before there’s any contact it’s off to Neidhart which
won’t be as interesting. Neidhart hits a shoulder block to start but gets
dropkicked down. Another shoulder gives Neidhart control though and it’s
off to Jarrett. Things speed up a bit and Jarrett loses the advantage
Neidhart got him.

Off to Sione, who is someone I’ve talked about before but I’ll do it
again here. This guy continuously had work for nearly fifteen years,
which is impressive when you consider how basic the main character he
played was. The guy was always around though other than in the dying days
of WCW. Anyway here he gets dropkicked in the back but powers out of the
cover with ease.

Off to Owen who wants the Bulldog. Davey comes in to a big ovation and
they trade insane counters to wristlocks. Owen gets catapulted into the
good guy corner, which is actually the Bad Guy corner, but the Bad Guys
are the good guys in the match if that makes sense. Bulldog gets kicked
in the face by Hart and it’s off to Neidhart for a double clothesline.
Then Bulldog hits a double clothesline on Hart and Jim, followed by the
delayed vertical on Neidhart.

Fatu hits a top rope headbutt for no cover. Instead he tries to take his
own boot off because he’s used to wrestling barefoot. Jarrett comes in



and is immediately powerslammed before it’s off to Razor. Jeff
immediately bails and it’s Razor vs….Jarrett still. Double J takes Razor
to the mat and MESSES WITH HIS HAIR! Oh he’s so EVIL! A big right hand by
Razor staggers Jeff and a clothesline puts him on the floor. This is a
very hot crowd so far.

Back in and Jarrett escapes an atomic drop and punches Razor in the face
to get himself in even more trouble. Off to the Kid who Razor gives a
fall away slam to send him straight into Jeff in a cool move. Jeff hooks
an abdominal stretch with some cheating from Shawn. That eventually gets
caught and the Kid hooks a stretch of his own which doesn’t last long.
Off to Fatu vs. Owen but all of the Canadian offense results in Samoan
dancing.

A blind tag is made to Diesel and it’s a clothesline and a Jackknife to
take out Fatu. Kid runs in and hits a dropkick but a top rope sunset flip
is easily countered into a chokebomb. Jackknife finishes Kid a second
later. Here’s Sione to pound away but he can only stagger the big man.
ANOTHER Jackknife makes it 5-2. Diesel put out three guys in 70 seconds.
Bulldog comes in and pounds away but a big boot puts Smith on the floor
where he brawls with Owen to a countout.

So it’s Ramon vs. all five guys and he starts with Diesel. A discus punch
puts Diesel down as does a middle rope bulldog. Diesel gets a clothesline
in to take Razor down and Shawn screams for a Jackknife. The future
Outsiders slug it out but Diesel drops him on the buckle in a snake eyes.
Ramon comes back with a slam and calls for the Edge but Diesel easily
backdrops him down. A big boot puts Razor down and there’s the Jackknife.

NOW Shawn wants in but he asks Diesel to hold Razor. Those of you paying
attention should know what’s coming, and there it is as Shawn superkicks
Diesel by mistake. This has happened a few times before and Diesel is
MAD. Diesel destroys the rest of his team and stalks Shawn up the aisle.
Ramon is the only one left in the ring and somehow the countout
eliminates EVERYONE on the Teamsters to make Razor the sole survivor.

Rating: C. This was all angle and not much wrestling. This was the big
face turn for Diesel which would result in the World Title very soon



after this. It was a face turn that made sense too as he was tired of
Shawn telling him what to do and getting hurt as a result, so he gave up
and went after Shawn. Ticked off giants are very fun, so the first few
months of Diesel Power were fun stuff. It was the other eight or nine
months that stopped being fun.

Shawn leaves in the back and says Diesel is nothing without him. Diesel
is on his way to Shawn’s car. Shawn speeds away, which would actually
dissolve the team and vacate the Tag Team Titles in the process.

Royal Family vs. Clowns R Us

Royal Family: Jerry Lawler, Queasy, Sleazy, Cheesy

Clowns R Us: Doink, Dink, Wink, Pink

We’ve got midgets. Great. In case you can’t tell, they’re three small
Lawlers and three small clowns. Lawler tells the fans to NOT chant Burger
King at him, because he’s a master at baiting a crowd you know. The big
guys start and guess what the fans are chanting. Here’s the first ten
minutes of the match: Lawler and Doink do something, Jerry takes over,
the small clowns interfere and Lawler gets mad and loses the advantage.

Lawler tries an enziguri but Doink ducks to send Jerry hiding in his
corner. Jerry yells at his partners and the Clowns are all laying on the
ropes. Jerry gets Doink down and has the small Lawlers run over him. They
make faces at the clowns then run back over Doink and crash in a pile.
Keep I mind that these other kings have facial and chest hair. Jerry
yells at them again and it’s back to the big guys fighting some more.

The small clowns all come in and cover Jerry with Doink counting. Lawler
is all ticked off so they do the EXACT SAME SEQUENCE with Jerry counting
Doink’s shoulders. Jerry can’t catch Cheesy when Doink kicks him off so
Cheesy gets a two count on Lawler with Dink counting. Doink puts a Burger
King crown on Lawler to make him even madder. Dink gets on Doink’s
shoulders and (this isn’t a typo) Jerry gets on Sleazy’s shoulders which
goes as well as you would expect it to.

The big guys have a test of strength and it turns into a big crisscross



between the little guys. Lawler gets a non-existent foreign object to
take over but it’s time for a chase scene! Jerry reverses a cross body
and rolls up Doink with a handful of tights to eliminate the big guy.
Lawler isn’t allowed to be in the ring with one of the smaller guys so
the match is in essence over already.

It’s Queasy vs. Dink to start the second half of the match and Dink gets
his arm bitten. Queasy gets his tights bitten as does Lawler. Now it’s
Cheesy vs. Wink with Wink pulling on the beard. Lawler blocks a monkey
flip and Cheesy pins Wink off a rollup. A minute later, Lawler drops
Cheesy on Pink from six feet in the air for the pin and it’s Dink vs. all
four of them. Pink hides under the ring instead of leaving as Dink beats
up all three little guys. A top rope cross body looks to pin Cheesy but
Lawler makes the save. Sleazy gets the easy pin to win it.

Rating: S. As in stupider, which I now am having watched this. Last
year’s show at least had full sized people in there having these matches
and it only ran ten minutes. This ran SIXTEEN MINUTES and wasted Jerry
freaking Lawler on it. I’ll take ANYTHING after this and like it more
than this.

Jerry says he won the match and not the other ones. They celebrate anyway
and Lawler keeps yelling, so they turn on him and the clowns join in for
a six on one beatdown. The big payoff is Doink hitting Lawler with a pie.
This ran nearly TWENTY MINUTES out of a two hour and forty minute show.

We get clips of Alundra Blayze vs. Bull Nakano in Tokyo with Nakano
winning the Women’s Title in front of 45,000 people. I’ve never seen it
but I’ve heard that match was awesome. Nakano comes in and speaks some
Japanese. Todd (Petingill, this generation’s Josh Matthews/Matt Striker)
does the stupid thing where he speaks loudly because all foreigners are
apparently deaf.

WWF World Title: Bob Backlund vs. Bret Hart

Bret is defending and this is a submission match. This is a special kind
of submission match though as both guys have seconds and you have to
throw in the towel to end the match. Bret has British Bulldog and
Backlund has Owen Hart. Backlund was making a comeback in his 40s and was



a plucky face before going completely insane and claiming that he was
still champion from when his reign ended in 1983 because his manager
threw in the towel and he never gave up. Bret and Owen’s parents are in
the crowd. Remember that.

Backlund charges at Bret but gets hipblocked down a few times. Bret
headbutts him to the floor and elbowed upon return. Hart hits something
like an elevated bulldog (think Orton’s hanging DDT) to take over on the
mat. Off to a chinlock which evolves into a headlock. Gorilla talks about
how Bulldog beat Bret for the Intercontinental Title in 1992 to try to
draw in some tension. Backlund tries to take him to the mat but Bret puts
the headlock back on. Bob tries to get the chickenwing on but Bret
suplexes him down.

Sharpshooter doesn’t work so Bret goes with a front facelock instead. Off
to an abdominal stretch by the Hitman but Bob escapes and goes after the
left arm. The chickenwing is escaped again (Backlund’s finisher is a
Cross Face Chickenwing) so Bob bends the arm around the ropes. Off to an
armbar on the mat but Bret nips up. Backlund drills Bret to the floor but
Hart gets the advantage out there.

Back in and Backlund puts the arm on as the fans all chant LET’S GO BRET.
The armbar stays on for a good while (as in like five minutes) before
Bret escapes with an atomic drop. Bret can’t get the Sharpshooter but he
settles for the Figure Four. This hold stays on for a while also and Bob
gives up but Owen has to throw in the towel. Backlund tells Owen to throw
it in but Owen won’t do it.

Backlund finally turns it over and Owen tells Bulldog to throw it in.
Bret reverses it back but Backlund gets to a rope. Bret stays on the leg
but can’t get the Sharpshooter. Backlund grabs a piledriver out of
nowhere and momentum shifts again. Bob goes for the chickenwing but Bret
gets to the ropes. We’re about twenty minutes into this and it feels like
about half of that. The fans are still WAY behind Bret here which is a
good sign.

Back to the arm but Backlund misses a charge and goes shoulder first into
the post. Bret blocks another piledriver attempt but hooks a sleeper,



which is broken pretty fast because it’s not really a submission move.
They hit head to head and both guys go down. For a guy who was about 45
at this point, Backlund has looked great. Now Bret piledrives Bob and
hits a bulldog to take over.

The Five Moves Of Doom culminate with the Sharpshooter but Owen runs in
to deck his brother and break up the hold. Now we get to the turning
point of the match as Davey charges at Owen but misses and rams his own
head into the steps. He’s out cold and there’s no one to throw in Bret’s
towel. Owen panics and the distraction lets Backlund put on the full
chickenwing even though Bret had his hand on the rope at the beginning of
the hold and a rope break was used earlier in the match but I digress.

Backlund has the hold on in the middle of the ring as Owen begins to get
concerned about Bret. He says he’s sorry and Backlund takes Bret down to
the mat with the hold. Smith still hasn’t moved and Bret is trying to
fight up. Bret gets to his feet but can’t get the rope as Backlund pulls
him down and puts on the bodyscissors along with the hold. Owen starts
crying, which Vince declares the TRUE Owen.

Vince says you can lose if you say you quit, which goes against what we
saw earlier with Backlund but it’s the WWF so you can’t count on
continuity. We go split screen to look at Bret’s parents as Bret has been
in this hold for over four minutes. Owen goes over to plead to his mom
(not Stu because Stu is smarter than this) as Bret is in agony. Bret taps
but that doesn’t mean anything yet. The hold has now been on for six
straight minutes and the fans are still behind Bret. The maniacal look on
Bob’s face as he pulls on the arm is great.

Owen begs his mom for help again and opens the barricade to bring his
parents to ringside. Stu still doesn’t seem to buy anything Owen is
saying. Owen picks up Bret’s towel and says for Helen to throw it in but
Stu says no way. Owen gets the fans to cheer for Helen to throw in the
towel and after nine and a half minutes in the hold, Helen takes the
towel from Stu and throws it in, giving Backlund the title and STUNNING
the fans. Owen throws his arms in the air and celebrates, sprinting to
the back in triumph, because it was a SWERVE.



Rating: A. This match definitely isn’t for everyone, but if you’re a fan
of old school matches and psychology, you’re going to love this. The
whole thing is an intricate story with the execution being done perfectly
(or with excellence if you like plays on catchphrases). Bret and Backlund
are both master technicians so the in ring stuff is as close to flawless
as you’re going to get. The stuff with Owen is great too and the whole
match is almost perfect. It runs about thirty five minutes though and if
you’re not a fan of mat stuff and building to a big finish, you’re going
to hate this.

One other thing: I’d like to point out that Davey Boy Smith has been out
cold for almost eleven minutes now, hasn’t moved an inch, and is likely
clinically dead yet hasn’t received any attention at all. Owen stepped
over him about four times in the whole sequence.

Backlund’s face as he’s awarded the title is amazing as he looks somewhat
demented which pointing at himself. This is one of those moments where
you look at the card on paper and say “well of course Bret retains.
There’s no way they would make Backlund champion.” And then they DID and
it was a legit shock. Backlund looks maniacal and the image of a plain
guy in blue trunks being champion is kind of awesome as he’s all
dangerous while looking nuts.

Owen celebrates in the back and cuts a great evil promo talking about how
he’s the real king now and Bret is a nobody. This was the culmination of
an incredible feud that ran for about a year.

Million Dollar Team vs. Guts And Glory

Million Dollar Team: Tatanka, King King Bundy, Bam Bam Bigelow, Heavenly
Bodies

Guts and Glory: Lex Luger, Adam Bomb, Mabel, Smoking Gunns

This is DiBiase’s team (DiBiase had hurt his neck and had to retire) vs.
Luger in a continuation of a long feud. DiBiase had said that Luger had
sold out and Tatanka, Luger’s friend, believed DiBiase. This led to a
match at Summerslam where it turned out that TATANKA had been bought off
in a swerve I liked a lot. This is Luger’s chance for revenge again. The



Gunns are a pair of cowboys named Billy and Bart.

Luger and Tatanka start things off, much to Tatanka’s surprise. Tatanka
takes over to start and chops away but the ones to the chest don’t work
on Luger. Lex no sells a suplex and pounds away with all his usual stuff.
A clothesline puts Tatanka on the floor so here’s Del Ray to get beaten
up too. Mabel and Bundy come in but it’s just a staredown as it’s back to
the starters. Now it’s officially Mabel vs. Prichard with the big man
missing an elbow. Prichard pounds away but a middle rope cross body to
the 500lb Mable goes badly with the splash crushing Prichard for the pin.

It’s 5-4 now and Del Ray comes in for some dropkicks and no effect. A
Boss Man Slam takes Jimmy down so it’s off to Bundy vs. Mabel. They
collide a few times until Mabel runs him over. Off to Bigelow who gets
beaten down and Mabel goes up, only to get slammed down in a cool visual.
Bigelow goes up for a sunset flip but Mabel sits on his chest for no
cover. A Cactus Clothesline sends them both to the floor and Mabel can’t
beat the count back in to tie things up.

Off to Billy Gunn vs. Del Ray which goes nowhere so here’s Bomb vs.
Bigelow. This takes about 30 seconds with Bomb hitting a slingshot
clothesline but getting hit in the head by Bundy. A moonsault from
Bigelow takes Bomb out and it’s 4-3. Luger comes in immediately and tries
a rollup but it just gets two. Off to Del Ray who hits a fast superkick
to take Lex down. After some right hands from Jimmy, a running forearm
smash catches him in the head and Luger ties it up.

It’s Tatanka/Bigelow/Bundy vs. Luger/Smoking Gunns. We start with Bart
vs. Tatanka before Billy comes in for a double Russian legsweep for two.
The Gunns pound away on Tatanka for a little while with Bart and his
mullet of death hitting a monkey flip for two. The Sidewinder (side slam
from Bart with a legdrop from Billy) gets two and it’s back to Bart who
apparently doesn’t think well on his feet, as he tries a crucifix on a
guy whose finisher is a Samoan drop. Later Bart and it’s 3-2.

Billy vs. Tatanka goes nowhere so it’s back to Luger. Billy comes in and
hip tosses Tatanka for two and an elbow drop gets the same. Luger and
Gunn take turns on Tatanka’s arm until Billy gets caught in a powerslam.



Off to Bundy who hits a splash and elbow to get us down to Luger vs.
Bigelow, Bundy and Tatanka. It’s Luger vs. King Kong now but Lex goes
after Tatanka because he’s not that bright at times.

Luger gets caught in the evil corner and we play the numbers game for
awhile. Luger hits a forearm to Tatanka but only gets two. A sunset flip
almost gets a pin on Tatanka but a tag was made on the way down to bring
in Bigelow. Bundy drops an elbow for two and Lex is in trouble. Bigelow
drops a headbutt for a VERY fast two. DiBiase talks trash as it’s off to
Bundy for more fat man offense.

Bundy drops an elbow for two as we’re reenacting the main event of the
first Survivor Series, complete with two of the original people in it.
Back to Tatanka who gets two off a powerslam and drops a bunch of elbows.
In a stupid looking yet still good ending, Luger gets a fast small
package for the pin on Tatanka, then lays down on the mat so Bundy can
splash him for the final elimination. That looked stupid.

Rating: C. This wasn’t that bad actually and the ending was a nice
surprise. There was no reason to have Luger make the superhero comeback
here and having him lose was the right move. The feud didn’t really go
anywhere after this and was more or less the ending of it. Luger’s
collapse after Summerslam 1993 is a sight to see given how hot he was
during the summer after his face turn.

A group beatdown on Lex follows the match. The Gunns and Bomb make the
save.

Backlund has a press conference and says he’s going to homogenize and
synchronize the fans. It’s time for Sports Education and he’s been
champion for sixteen years now. I love this character, which is a shame
because he would lose the title to Diesel less than a week later in eight
seconds.

Here’s Chuck Norris to be guest referee for the main event.

Quick recap before we get to casket match. This is a rematch of a casket
match at the Royal Rumble (don’t get me started on that mess) where about
ten guys came out to help Yokozuna beat Undertaker. Norris is here to



stop interference.

Yokozuna vs. Undertaker

This is a casket match where you have to throw your opponent in the
casket and close it to win. Druids bring out the casket of course. Yoko
is so fat here it’s unreal. Undertaker does the throat slit from across
the ring and Yokozuna falls down. A splash in the corner is no sold by
Undertaker but the fat man stops before he gets thrown to the casket.
Yokozuna winds up on top of the casket to further freak him out.

They fight to the floor with Undertaker in control. Back inside Old
School staggers Yokozuna but he catches Undertaker in a Samoan Drop.
Undertaker doesn’t sell it but the move did hit. A headbutt puts
Undertaker down but he won’t go in the casket. Back in and Undertaker
misses an elbow but sits up anyway. A Rock Bottom puts Undertaker down
and Yokozuna drops a leg while he’s sitting up to keep the Dead Man down.

Undertaker gets put in the casket but he blocks it from being closed.
They both wind up in the box and slug it out but Mr. Fuji pulls
Undertaker’s hair to break things up. Cornette (Yokozuna’s other manager)
gets drilled as well and we head back inside. Yokozuna sends him back to
the floor and rams Undertaker into the steps (from inside the ring, which
is kind of impressive). Back inside and they slug it out with Undertaker
slamming the fat man’s head into the mat.

Undertaker goes up and hits a top rope clothesline to put Yokozuna down.
As he’s rolling the bigger man over, here’s King Kong Bundy to glare at
Norris. Bigelow comes out as well but nothing comes of it. Nothing comes
of it on their end at least as IRS comes in and beats up Undertaker,
which would also set up the Undertaker vs. DiBiase’s Corporation feud for
1995. Undertaker gets put in the casket but by the time Yoko gets there
he can’t close the lid. Jeff Jarrett comes out to challenge Norris and
gets kicked in the chest. Undertaker hits a DDT and a big boot to send
Yokozuna into the casket for the win.

Rating: D. This was really dull stuff and the ending was never in doubt.
Yokozuna was worthless at this point as he was too fat to move. This was
the last we would see of him until Wrestlemania where he came back EVEN



BIGGER. Norris didn’t really add much here but the fans liked him and
that’s all that really matters. Thankfully this feud ended here.

Overall Rating: C-. This isn’t a terrible show but there are some bad
parts to it. The interesting thing is that in a lot of parts, this is a
sequel of last year’s show. Last year we heard rumblings of Shawn being
the REAL Intercontinental Champion and he was facing Razor here,
Undertaker vs. Yokozuna is a direct continuation, and Bret vs. Owen
started at the 93 show and it’s almost over here (they would interact at
the Rumble and have one big blowoff match after that). Anyway, this isn’t
bad but a lot of people would be bored by the title match, which is
understandable. Not a great show but it’s watchable, except for the
clowns.

Ratings Comparison

Teamsters vs. Bad Guys

Original: C-

Redo: C

Royal Family vs. Clowns R Us

Original: G (as in below an F)

Redo: S

Bob Backlund vs. Bret Hart

Original: A

Redo: A

Million Dollar Team vs. Guts and Glory

Original: C-

Redo: C

Undertaker vs. Yokozuna



Original: D+

Redo: D

Overall Rating

Original: C-

Redo: C-

That’s probably as close as any of these second looks are
going to go.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/13/history-of-survivor-s
eries-count-up-mr-bob-backlund-and-chuck-norris/

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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Main  Event  –  October  25,
2016: Do Something With This
Guy
Main  Event
Date: October 25, 2016
Location: Resch Center, Green Bay, Wisconsin
Commentators: Tom Phillips, David Otunga

There’s nothing wrong with some extra content. Besides, if I’m doing
Superstars I might as well do this one for a bonus. Main Event is
basically Superstars with the “Smackdown Live” roster instead of “Monday
Night Raw”. These should be easy shows to watch so hopefully it’s a quick
sit. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

American Alpha vs. Vaudevillains

Alpha can’t even make the main roster anymore? Jason Jordan and Aiden
English start but a blind tag brings in Chad for a monkey flip. The
armbreaker over the top rope has English in even more trouble until Simon
Gotch makes a save. The announcers discuss the upcoming Survivor Series
tag team match as Gable and Gotch ram heads. English comes back in
(through the bottom ropes) to break up the tag but Gable easily
dispatches both of them for the hot tag off to Jordan. That means
suplexes and throws all around before Grand Amplitude ends English at
4:10.

Rating: C. American Alpha is just fun to watch no matter what show
they’re on. They really are the Steiner Brothers for the new generation
and that’s one of the best compliments I can give them. I really could go
with them on Smackdown more often but at least they’re getting time
somewhere.

We go back to Raw, likely because this is released on Tuesdays due to a
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contractual issue with Sky Sports in England.

New Day vs. Cesaro/Sheamus

Non-title. Before the match, New Day praises Cesaro but says Sheamus
shames us because no one wants to see him. Woods is the odd man out here,
which is kind of surprising as they’re normally defending the titles.
Cesaro’s backbreaker gets two on Kofi and a double back elbows shows that
Cesaro and Sheamus can actually work together. New Day quickly gets it
together and takes Sheamus into the corner for the Unicorn Stampede.

Back from a break with Kofi in trouble and taking the ten forearms to the
chest. Cesaro misses a charge into the post and the hot tag brings in Big
E. to deal with Sheamus. The Irish Curse gets two on Big E. and Cesaro’s
vertical suplex gets the same. The Midnight Hour is broken up but Kofi is
launched straight into the uppercut. Sheamus Brogue Kicks Big E. for the
pin at 11:45.

Rating: C+. Let’s see. Yeah I’m checking here. Maybe….almost….nah I still
don’t care about Sheamus and Cesaro. They’re still the same uninteresting
pair that have been around since before Summerslam and still are little
more than a rehash of the League of Nations having problems against New
Day back in the spring. New Day needs to roll over them and give us the
record in December. If you just have to give these two the belts after
that then so be it but don’t mess with the year plus run for this stupid
idea.

Back to Raw again for the Sasha Banks vs. Charlotte contract signing.

Mick Foley is in the ring for the contract signing between Sasha Banks
and Charlotte. They talk about how big of a moment this is going to be,
only to have Foley go into his annual rant about how evil the Cell is.
Charlotte calls Sasha an entitled second rate talent who will learn
respect from the Queen this Sunday. Sasha is ready to crawl up the ramp
broken and bloodied as long as she has the Women’s Title. They trade
insults but Foley cuts them both off to say he’s their future. Dude if
the Cell is going to turn them into 6’4 men with long beards, maybe we
should cancel the match.



As expected, the fans chant for Foley, thereby completely missing the
point of this segment. Foley met Charlotte as a child and his kids gave
Sasha their signed photo of Eddie Guerrero. More insults and a double
signing FINALLY wrap this up. Charlotte vs. Sasha in a major gimmick
match is fine but no one, like NO ONE, buys that the match is going to be
all violent and career threatening like Foley is pushing and that kills
the idea.

Apollo Crews vs. Curt Hawkins

Crews doesn’t even get an entrance and this is Hawkins’ main roster
(re)debut. Hawkins narrates his own entrance again, which includes him
saying that this match isn’t about to be postponed for an earthquake here
in Milwaukee (it’s Green Bay in an inversion of R-Truth’s mistake on Raw
five years ago). No, that shaking you feel is Apollo Crews shaking in his
boots.

Hawkins hides from a right hand on the floor before being put down with a
headlock takeover. Crews does a front handspring into a dropkick just
because he can and some armdrags send Hawkins outside. Back from a break
with Hawkins in yet another armbar. Finally tired of having his arm
worked over, Curt pops up and knees Crews in the back to set up a
chinlock. A Michinoku Driver gets two for Hawkins, only to have Crews pop
up and hit a running kick to the face. One enziguri later and it’s the
Toss Powerbomb to pin Hawkins at 7:04.

Rating: C. I’m not even sure where to start on this one. We’ve been
waiting on Hawkins for over a month now and the vignettes have been
awesome but he loses his first match, on Main Event of all shows, to the
directionless Apollo Crews? Speaking of Crews, what the heck are they
waiting on with him? He’s young, he’s talented, he’s charismatic and he’s
almost never on Smackdown. Either send him down for a feud with Nakamura
(that could work) or do ANYTHING with him on Smackdown. You couldn’t give
him a real feud over the Intercontinental Title? Or, like, anything?

We go back to Raw for the main event and post match shenanigans.

Seth Rollins vs. Chris Jericho vs. Kevin Owens



Non-title. They play keep away to start until Owens gets kicked out to
the floor. A Blockbuster gets two on Jericho but Owens pulls Seth
outside. The champ is sent into the barricade but Jericho throws Seth
into the crowd. Back in and Owens scores with a clothesline, only to have
Rollins avoid the Cannonball. The Pedigree doesn’t work on either
Canadian but the Lionsault hits Seth’s knees.

Owens saves his buddy from a Pedigree and it’s time for the double
teaming. The handicap portion continues until Owens is low bridged to the
floor. Jericho eats the low superkick and Rollins dives onto Kevin. Seth
misses the frog splash and eats a Codebreaker for two. Owens comes back
in and slaps Rollins a lot as the STUPID IDIOT chants kick in. Rollins
escapes a double superplex and pins both guys at the same time with a
double rollup at 10:00.

Rating: C+. The match was fun but it’s WAY too late in the night to
really matter. Rollins pinning the champ is appropriate as Owens has been
a huge afterthought in this entire story. That also makes four straight
times that Rollins has pinned Jericho so you certainly can’t say he’s
getting too many wins.

Post match Owens and Jericho destroy Rollins by sending him hard into the
steps. We’re still not done though as Rollins runs up the ramp and dives
at Owens, only to get beaten down again. Owens gives him the Apron Bomb
and walks back up the ramp to get his title so some posing can end the
show.

Overall Rating: C. Yeah this is basically Superstars with a blue look.
The wrestling was a bit better here though and having Alpha and Crews are
guaranteed pops from the crowd. I could have gone with them airing
different clips than we got on Superstars, but I’m assuming that has to
do with the broadcast issues as this show isn’t immediately released on
the WWE Network. Instead it airs on Hulu on Tuesdays so the best they can
do is stuff from Monday night. Still though, good little show here and a
great way to recap the big stories from Raw in about a third of the time.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at



Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Superstars  –  October  28,
2016: The Kickoff Preview
Superstars
Date:  October 28, 2016
Location: Target Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Commentators: Tom Phillips, Corey Graves

I can get through this. I can get through Darren Young vs. Jinder Mahal
IV. Normally I wouldn’t believe they would actually go there but I said
that after their first match and again after their second match. At least
my therapy has been going well since then. Mahal was on Raw this week
though so he’s at least in the building. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Neville vs. Titus O’Neil

This could be a disaster as Titus was one of the only people who could
drag Neville down when they were in NXT. Neville wisely gets the crowd
going by moonsaulting over Titus to start and kicking him in the face to
actually do something to him. A good looking flip dive takes Titus down
again but he kicks Neville in the face with a bit more force. We hit the

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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chinlock for a bit before Titus tries to start a LET’S GO NEVILLE chant.
Back up and Titus charges into raised boots in the corner and the Red
Arrow finishes him at 4:30.

Rating: D. It takes a lot to mess up a power heel vs. a speed face but
they managed to make it boring. I don’t know how someone with Titus’ look
can be this bad but he pulls it off every single time. Above all else
though, Neville is going to get a pop from the crowd no matter what
because that Red Arrow just works every time.

We go back to Raw for the first time.

Here are Brock Lesnar and Paul Heyman with something to say. Heyman does
his usual schtick about how Lesnar will smash Goldberg, only to have the
Goldberg chants cut him off. Heyman calls out the fan that started them
and says they’re getting on Brock’s nerves. After their match, all of the
chants in the world won’t be able to put Goldberg back together again.

Suplexes are promised and the fans go back and forth with SUPLEX
CITY/GOLDBERG chants. Heyman rips on them and the chant turns into
GOLDBERG SUCKS…..to wrap this up. Ok then. There was NOTHING here and it
didn’t need Brock at all. Even Heyman looked rattled by the reaction.

Back to Raw again.

Mick Foley is in the ring for the contract signing between Sasha Banks
and Charlotte. They talk about how big of a moment this is going to be,
only to have Foley go into his annual rant about how evil the Cell is.
Charlotte calls Sasha an entitled second rate talent who will learn
respect from the Queen this Sunday. Sasha is ready to crawl up the ramp
broken and bloodied as long as she has the Women’s Title. They trade
insults but Foley cuts them both off to say he’s their future. Dude if
the Cell is going to turn them into 6’4 men with long beards, maybe we
should cancel the match.

As expected, the fans chant for Foley, thereby completely missing the
point of this segment. Foley met Charlotte as a child and his kids gave
Sasha their signed photo of Eddie Guerrero. More insults and a double
signing FINALLY wrap this up. Charlotte vs. Sasha in a major gimmick



match is fine but no one, like NO ONE, buys that the match is going to be
all violent and career threatening like Foley is pushing and that kills
the idea.

Sin Cara/Lince Dorado/Cedric Alexander vs. Tony Nese/Ariya Daivari/Drew
Gulak

Cara and Nese start things off with the masked one starting in on Tony’s
arm. A facebuster puts Cara down and it’s off to Gulak as the fans get a
lot more quiet. Daivari of all people gets a reaction so Cara armdrags
both Drew and Ariya at the same time. Dorado comes in and gets knocked
off the apron and into the barricade as we take a break.

Back with Lince still in trouble thanks to a chinlock and armbar. Gulak
misses a charge though and it’s off to Alexander to really wake the crowd
up. Everything breaks down with Cara knocking Nese and Gulak to the floor
for a big dive. Back inside, the Lumbar Check knocks Daivari out for the
pin at 8:09.

Rating: C. This was your run of the mill cruiserweight six man and it’s
about as good as you’re going to get with no story or reason for them to
be fighting. The match was fine enough and hopefully they can improve it
when they do the same match again as the Kickoff match on Sunday.

We wrap the show up with Monday’s main event.

Seth Rollins vs. Chris Jericho vs. Kevin Owens

Non-title. They play keep away to start until Owens gets kicked out to
the floor. A Blockbuster gets two on Jericho but Owens pulls Seth
outside. The champ is sent into the barricade but Jericho throws Seth
into the crowd. Back in and Owens scores with a clothesline, only to have
Rollins avoid the Cannonball. The Pedigree doesn’t work on either
Canadian but the Lionsault hits Seth’s knees.

Owens saves his buddy from a Pedigree and it’s time for the double
teaming. The handicap portion continues until Owens is low bridged to the
floor. Jericho eats the low superkick and Rollins dives onto Kevin. Seth
misses the frog splash and eats a Codebreaker for two. Owens comes back



in and slaps Rollins a lot as the STUPID IDIOT chants kick in. Rollins
escapes a double superplex and pins both guys at the same time with a
double rollup at 10:00.

Rating: C+. The match was fun but it’s WAY too late in the night to
really matter. Rollins pinning the champ is appropriate as Owens has been
a huge afterthought in this entire story. That also makes four straight
times that Rollins has pinned Jericho so you certainly can’t say he’s
getting too many wins.

Post match Owens and Jericho destroy Rollins by sending him hard into the
steps. We’re still not done though as Rollins runs up the ramp and dives
at Owens, only to get beaten down again. Owens gives him the Apron Bomb
and walks back up the ramp to get his title so some posing can end the
show.

Overall Rating: C+. Yeah this was fine. Aside from Rusev vs. Reigns, this
was a solid preview for Sunday’s show. I would have gone with ANYTHING
other than the Lesnar/Heyman promo though and I really don’t get why they
decided to air that mess again. The exclusive wrestling was fine for a
pair of glorified dark matches and that’s all Superstars is supposed to
be.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


Survivor  Series  Count-Up  –
1993: The Bad Times
Survivor  Series 1993
Date: November 24, 1993
Location: Boston Garden, Boston, Massachusetts
Attendance: 15,509
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Bobby Heenan

This really is a transitional time for the company as the major stars of
the past are all out of the picture, save for the occasional appearance
by Savage. Bret is one of the top stars in the company but is taking a
back seat to the more muscular and arguably more marketable Lex Luger.
Hart’s time would come though. Let’s get to it.

Vince and Bobby talk a little bit about the concept and we’re ready to
go.

Team IRS vs. Team Razor Ramon

IRS, Adam Bomb, Diesel, Rick Martel

Razor Ramon, 1-2-3 Kid, Marty Jannetty, Mr. Perfect

IRS and Ramon are feuding over the now face Razor’s Intercontinental
Title, Martel was the guy Ramon beat for the title, Diesel (a big man and
Shawn Michaels’ bodyguard) and Adam Bomb (a good sized power man) are
just there to fill in spots, Jannetty and Kid (a rookie who shocked the
world earlier in the year by beating Ramon on Raw) are a semi-regular tag
team and Perfect….isn’t here.

Ramon talks about Perfect leaving (his back messed up again and he just
kind of left for five months) but he’s got a treat for us. Razor has a
surprise partner and it’s……RANDY SAVAGE! Heenan LOSES IT and the crowd
does right along with him. This is when Savage wanted to murder Crush,
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who is in the main event tonight. Savage and Crush had been friends but
Crush had turned on him and beaten Savage up, over Savage not visiting
Crush when he was injured.

Heenan apparently called Perfect no showing this and Vince says Heenan
was right for once. Bobby: “FOR ONCE???” Ramon and Martel start things
off with Rick working on the arm. They fight for the arm and hit the mat
for a bit before popping back up. Razor slaps him in the face and rolls
through a cross body for two. Martel gets caught in the fall away slam
(BIG pop for that) for two.

Razor hits a pair of atomic drops and a clothesline for two. Off to Adam
Bomb who shoves Ramon into the corner with ease. They collide and Razor
is knocked down in a bit of a surprise. They have a test of strength with
Bomb controlling again before Ramon fights up and suplexes Bomb down.

Martel tries to save but elbows Bomb by mistake. Harvey Wippleman (Bomb’s
manager) gets up on the apron and is knocked down, causing a big fight
between IRS’ team. Ramon’s team uses common sense and lets them fight.
I’ve never gotten why anyone would interfere when their opponents are
doing damage to themselves. We get things settled down and it’s the Kid
vs. Bomb. Kid tries a sunset flip and Bomb (about 6’8 and 300lbs) has
little problem countering.

Off to Diesel who throws Kid around even harder. I’m not sure why they
keep putting Kid in there against these monsters. A gutwrench powerbomb
from Diesel leaves Kid laying and a big boot does the same. Kid finally
hits a spin kick and it’s off to Savage who destroys the entire team,
including sending Bomb into Diesel. A slam puts Diesel down and the
flying elbow makes it 4-3.

Martel charges in and rams Savage face first into the buckle. Since it’s
1993, Martel’s offense has almost no effect and Savage takes over. Off to
IRS who has a bit better luck as he takes Savage into the corner but gets
cross bodied for two. Back to Ramon who works on the arm but as he hits
the ropes, Martel hits Razor in the back to slow the Bad Guy (Razor’s
nickname) down.

Bomb comes back in to power Razor around a bit but it’s quickly back to



IRS who works on Razor’s back. We hit the chinlock and the heels switch a
few times without tagging. Villains. Off to Macho Man again who knees IRS
into the corner. A slam looks to set up the elbow but here comes Crush.
Savage sees him and immediately goes after him but is sent back into the
ring and rolled up by IRS for the pin and elimination.

Savage chases Crush into the back and looks for him in the locker rooms
as the match is still going on. Savage doesn’t find him so we’ll continue
this game later. We come back to the ring to see Bomb choking away on
Jannetty and stomping him in the corner. Martel hooks an abdominal
stretch for a few seconds but a corner charge hits the post and it’s back
to Ramon.

Razor pounds away on IRS and hits a chokeslam followed by the Razor’s
Edge for the pin and the 3-2 advantage. Everything breaks down and as
Razor loads up the Edge on Martel, IRS hits him in the ribs with his
briefcase. Ramon rolls to the floor and gets counted out to tie things up
again. So it’s Jannetty/1-2-3 Kid vs. Martel/Bomb. The Kid gets sent to
the floor and slammed down by Bomb who hits a slingshot clothesline to
take the Kid down back inside.

Off to Martel as the Kid is in a lot of trouble. Martel drops some knees
on the back for two as Vince says the Kid has a lot of heart. Heenan:
“THEN KICK HIM IN THE HEART!” Martel jumps into a right hand to the ribs
and there’s the tag to Jannetty who cleans house. Back to the Kid way too
soon for a double back elbow and a sunset flip to eliminate Martel. Kid
immediately tags in Jannetty who sunset flips Bomb for the pin ten
seconds after Martel was eliminated. REALLY hot ending here.

Rating: B. I really liked this match as it was fast paced and a ton of
fun. If you cut about five minutes from this, it’s a classic. Having
Jannetty and the Kid be the survivors was a very nice surprise and it
gave the fans something to cheer for. I really liked this one and it puts
the show off on the right foot.

Shawn is in the back with the Intercontinental Title. There are two belts
at this point as Shawn was suspended while champion but he kept the belt.
That gives us two belts which presents a problem. Maybe we should put



them above the ring and make the guys climb a ladder to get them while
having one of the best matches ever. Anyway tonight it’s Shawn and his
Knights vs. the Hart Family.

We go to a Hart Family interview earlier with Family Feud (game show)
host Ray Combs. They all say that Shawn is in trouble for going after Stu
recently and it’s going to be a massive Hart Attack.

Back to Shawn who says he’s not ready for the Harts and he makes fun of
all five of them, including Stu. Shawn is really clicking as the insanely
arrogant heel by this point.

Jannetty and Kid celebrate with Ramon. Savage is off chasing Crush.

Combs is in the ring to talk about the Hart Family being at ringside. Pay
attention because it’s amazing enough to have them all in the same place
without suing or trying to kill each other. Combs gets in some jokes
about Shawn which aren’t really funny but this is filler stuff anyway.
Vince of course laughs like there’s no tomorrow.

Hart Family vs. Shawn Michaels/Knights

Bret Hart, Keith Hart, Bruce Hart, Owen Hart

Shawn Michaels, Blue Knight, Black Knight, Red Knight

The Blue Knight is Greg Valentine, the Red Knight is Barry Horowitz and
the Black Knight is Jeff Gaylord (indy guy who never meant anything on a
national stage). Stu Hart is here with his sons as if there was somehow
any doubt as to who was getting destroyed. Ray Combs sits in on
commentary and while he’s not incredibly funny, he sounds like he’s
having a blast out there and is enjoying himself which is all I ask for
from a celebrity. Heenan vs. Combs on commentary is a good back and forth
jab fest if nothing else.

Shawn and Owen start but Shawn wants Keith, who along with Bruce haven’t
wrestled in years. Keith speeds things up and Shawn gets sent into the
interfering Red Knight. Shawn tries to throw Keith into the corner but
Keith takes out Red and Blue. An armdrag takes Shawn down and it’s Keith
with an armbar. Shawn’s suplex attempt is countered into a small package



and it’s back to the armbar.

Michaels slams Keith down and it’s off to the Red Knight vs. Owen. Owen
fires off some shots to the arm and it’s off to the Black Knight. That
goes nowhere at all so let’s try Bret vs. Blue. Bret hits some atomic
drops and a clothesline for two. Back to Keith who continues the armbar
marathon and it’s Bruce time again. Off to Shawn with a backbreaker and
some elbows to the back.

Red comes in and suplexes Bruce down for two. Back to Black who is the
biggest of the Knights and gets rolled up for two. It’s back to Shawn who
gets rammed into the corner before Red pokes Bruce in the head. Bruce
hits a clothesline and it’s off to Bret vs. Black. An O’Connor Roll and
small package get two each for Bret as he takes over. The backbreaker and
middle rope elbow get two and it’s off to Owen.

A spinwheel kick drops Black and everything breaks down. Shawn and all
three Knights get sent into each other in the middle of the ring and a
missile dropkick from Owen pins Black. Off to the Red but Owen works over
his leg. Back to Bret and who helps make a wish on Red’s legs. Keith
comes in again and the leg work continues.

Red tries a knee lift and hurts his own knee in the process. Some fans
chant boring and they’re right in doing so. Back to Bruce who pops Red in
the face. The Hitman comes in and we get another wishbone split. Red
sends Keith into the buckle to escape a figure four attempt but misses a
knee drop instead of tagging. Keith puts on a Figure Four but Shawn makes
the save and it’s off to Blue. Those boring chants are getting a little
bit louder.

Blue works over Keith’s arm and it’s off to Shawn with a top rope double
ax to the arm. The shoulder gets sent into the buckle and Shawn cranks on
the bad arm. Back to Red whose leg seems fine now. Rey cranks on the arm
around the post which results in more double teaming. Heenan has been
ripping the Harts apart the entire match, including a nice jab here:
“None of them look alike.” Keep in mind this is as Keith is having his
arm destroyed.

Blue stays on the arm including dropping a leg, followed by a hammerlock



slam. Off to Shawn who misses a Rocket Launcher, allowing the tag to
Bret, prompting Shawn to tag out to Red. Red immediately gets caught in a
spinebuster and the Sharpshooter to make it 4-2. Blue comes in to
clothesline Bret and both he and Keith are now hurt. Bret is thrown back
in and suplexed down for two.

Blue drops a very Greg Valentine elbow and Heenan says he knows who the
Blue Knight is. Vince: “Who is that?” Bobby: “The guy in the ring that
just dropped an elbow on Bret Hart.” I love you Bobby Heenan. Back to
Shawn for a chinlock to kill even more time. I’m not sure how much there
is of it left as this has been going long already. Blue comes in for
another two off another elbow as Bobby lays into Helen Hart.

Bret hits a middle rope clothesline and he makes the tag to Owen. The
crowd just does not care here and the lack of any reaction is kind of
sad. A middle rope elbow gets two on Blue and Bruce and Shawn come in at
the same time. Shawn goes to the floor and goes after Stu, only to get
BLASTED IN THE FACE. Bobby: “I’ve always liked Stu.” A missile dropkick
puts Blue down and Shawn’s saving elbow hits Blue as well. Shawn is sent
to the floor and the Sharpshooter eliminates Blue.

It’s 4-1 and Shawn is drinking water. All four of the Harts hammer on
Shawn and it’s Bruce who gets two off an elbow drop. Bruce charges into a
boot and Shawn chokes away a bit. The superkick, still not a finisher,
gets two on Bruce. Bruce gets in a boot and makes the tag to Bret to a
small reaction. Bret hits a slingshot to the buckle for two. Shawn gets
in a kick and it’s off to Owen.

Now here’s where it gets interesting: Bret is trying to get it together
on the apron and Owen is rammed into Bret, knocking him off the apron and
into the barricade. Owen is distracted by the mistake, allowing Shawn to
roll him up for the pin. All of the Harts go to check on Bret and Owen
FREAKS, storming to the back and shouting WHAT ABOUT ME! This would start
the feud of the year in 1994.

Bruce comes in and drops an elbow on Shawn for two. Bret is still getting
up after the crash he took into the barricade. Bruce and Shawn hit head
to head twice in a row to really stretch this thing out. Keith comes in



with an abdominal stretch (including the toe around the ankle) but Shawn
hip tosses out of it with ease. Back to Bret who pounds away and crotches
Shawn on the top rope. Bret picks the leg but Shawn escapes the
Sharpshooter and walks out for the countout.

Rating: D. This was…….long. At the end of the day it ran 30 minutes when
it should have been about 15. The only thing that mattered here was Owen
and the future angle vs. Bret. Shawn being in there didn’t help much, but
it needed to be Jerry Lawler and without him this didn’t mean anything of
note. Not a good match and the length hurt it a lot. They were against
things they couldn’t really help here and that’s what brought it down a
lot.

Owen comes back and gets in Bret’s face during the celebration. Stu tries
to calm Owen down but Owen rants about getting no recognition and
celebrates in the ring on his own. Helen, the matriarch in the audience,
loses it as well.

Gorilla and JR are going to do commentary on the next match as Heenan and
Vince are going to do Radio WWF, an idea which didn’t last long. During
the change over, Gorilla threatens to kill Heenan as was his trademark at
this point.

We recap the Foreign Fanatics vs. the All Americans. Ludvig Borga hit
Tatanka with a chair and pinned him with one finger, breaking Tatanka’s
two year undefeated streak. Tatanka then got beaten up by Yokozuna. This
led to the Steiners and Luger picking a new partner in the Undertaker.
This led to an awesome moment with Undertaker opening his coat and having
an American Flag inside of it (with 13 stars for some reason). Luger then
beat up Quebecer Pierre in a singles match to put him out of the pay per
view. The Fanatics added the EVIL FOREIGN Hawaiian Crush.

Here’s Jim Cornette to introduce his team for a very out there match.

Smokey Mountain Wrestling Tag Titles: Heavenly Bodies vs. Rock N Roll
Express

This is part of an agreement the companies had at the time which didn’t
work that well. The Express (Ricky Morton and Robert Gibson, a legendary



team from the 80s) are the champions and they’re defending against Tom
Prichard and Jimmy Del Ray. It’s a brawl to start with the Express being
sent to the floor. Gibson is pulled back in but Morton pulls both of the
Bodies out to the floor. Ricky follows that up with a suicide dive to
take both of them out at the same time.

Things slow down and we start with Gibson vs. Del Ray. They’re going to
go very fast in this match and that’s exactly how it starts with Gibson
flipping out of the corner and hitting a headscissor takeover before
bringing in Morton. Prichard comes in and gets booed louder than all of
the Knights in the previous match combined. Morton can’t quite get above
Prichard on a leapfrog and he ducks a Del Ray superkick which takes
Prichard down instead.

Both Bodies get monkey flipped out of the corner and we get the always
dumb looking rowboat spot, where all four of the heels’ legs are rotated
around by the good guys. Gibson works on Prichard’s leg and the Express
take out Del Ray in the corner before Morton works on Prichard’s leg as
well. Tom finally gets in a shot and it’s off to Del Ray who is
immediately armdragged down.

In a nice move, Gibson blocks the buckle before Morton’s back hits it to
prevent the Bodies from getting the advantage. It’s been all Express
other than the first fifteen seconds. The Bodies have a quick huddle on
the floor and the fans are bored. It’s Prichard vs. Morton now with the
heels taking over for the first time since the beginning. Off to Del Ray
who is suplexed down onto Morton for two.

Back to Prichard for some more choking. There wasn’t a tag but that’s why
the Bodies are heels. Del Ray hits an Asai Moonsault to the floor and
it’s back to Prichard in the ring who hits a powerslam for two. Off to a
chinlock as this match is turning into an old school tag match of the NWA
style. A Trash Compactor (a kind of spinebuster/guillotine legdrop combo)
gets two but Del Ray’s powerbomb is countered into a hurricanrana for
two. Ricky hooks a small package for another two and Del Ray hits a
moonsault press on Morton for ANOTHER two. This is why it’s called
Playing Ricky Morton. The guy was a master at it.



A double DDT puts the Bodies down and Morton rolls over to make the tag
to Gibson. Now we get to the point of the match: Prichard throws Morton
over the top, which is a DQ in SMW but this is in the WWF. Gibson gets
confused and decked for his confusion as Morton gets beaten down even
more. There’s the double dropkick to Prichard but it only gets two. Del
Ray comes off the top with a tennis racket (Cornette signature) shot to
Gibson for the pin and the titles.

Rating: B-. This was a strange match as from a technical standpoint it
was quite good and in SMW it would have been the main event of a big
show, but we’re not in SMW. We’re in the WWF here and these people don’t
mean anything. There’s a deep history here of a ton of matches with
various gimmicks to them, making this a huge feud. The problem is all
we’re told is they’ve been feuding for years. It’s the same issue you
have with Japanese or other foreign wrestlers: just being told how great
they are doesn’t mean anything to most fans. We need to see these things,
not be told about them.

Team Bam Bam Bigelow vs. Four Doinks

Bam Bam Bigelow, Bastion Booger, Headshrinkers

Bushwhackers, Men on a Mission

Ok. I can get through this. The Doinks are all dressed like a clown and
their identities were secret until they were unveiled here. Luke comes
out on a scooter, Butch has a wagon, the Men on a Mission come out on
foot. Mabel needs the exercise so that’s a good idea. Notice that there’s
no actual Doink in the match and the fans aren’t going to be pleased
here.

A LOUD We Want Doink chant starts up and Bastion and Luke start things
off. Booger is a VERY fat guy in a too small singlet in case you’re not
familiar with him. Luke bites him on the ample singlet before stomping on
Bastion’s foot. Afa bites Butch’s balloon and it’s off to Samu. Then he
bites a water balloon and gets rolled up by Luke for the pin. Fatu comes
in and Luke hurts his own head off a headbutt attempt.

Booger comes in and drops a leg on Luke and it’s off to Bigelow with a



headbutt to the ribs. It’s back to Booger who sits on Luke before
stopping for a banana. Another drop by Bastion misses and the Battering
Ram puts him down. Mabel drops a leg on Bastion and it’s 4-2. Fatu comes
in to offer meat to Luke and takes over, but here’s Mo on a scooter for a
ride around the ring. Bigelow comes in and destroys the scooter and Fatu
hits the top rope splash….and stops for a banana.

Butch comes in with a bucket of something….scratch that as there’s
nothing in it, but Fatu slips on a banana peel as he jumps from it and
Butch rolls him up for the pin. Bigelow is all that’s left and he gets to
fight Mabel. Bam Bam can’t do anything to the power of fat but Mabel
misses a splash. The other Doinks come in and get beaten up also but
Butch throws something on Luna. Mabel splashes Bigelow and a dog pile
(which is allowed) gets the pin.

Rating: F. For failure, which is one of the few words to describe how bad
this was. I am in awe. We had falls from a water balloon, a banana peel
and a bucket of something being thrown on Luna. On top of all that,
Doink, the point of the whole thing, wasn’t even in the match despite it
being a character that could be played by almost anyone.

As Bigelow is leaving, Doink (whose performer has recently changed) pops
up on screen to laugh at Bam Bam. The next step in this feud: a midget
named Dink of course.

The Doinks, including the real Doink, celebrate in the back. Why the REAL
Doink couldn’t be in the arena isn’t answered.

The Foreign Fanatics are in the back and Cornette talks about their
battle plan. He talks about how they look at the All Americans as one
man. You can take a man out by taking out his heart, his mind and his
soul. The Steiners are the heart, but if you take it out, he has no will
to fight. The Undertaker is the mind, but if you take it out, the man is
confused. Luger is the soul, but if you take it out, you’ve defeated him
completely. I’ve always liked that promo.

Before the match, we get a history lesson about Boston. No seriously,
this happens. Thankfully it turns into some promos from the All
Americans.



Foreign Fanatics vs. All Americans

Foreign Fanatics: Yokozuna, Crush, Ludvig Borga, Jacques

All Americans: Lex Luger, Undertaker, Steiner Brothers

The Quebecers are the Tag Team Champions and have Johnny (Raven Polo) as
their manager. Yokozuna is WWF World Champion. Jacques and Scott start
things off and Jacques offers a handshake. Scott says screw you in
classic Freakzilla style. Scott hits a quick belly to belly for two and
it’s off to Rick. Jacques brings in Yokozuna and things slow down almost
immediately. Rick hits a clothesline and a shoulder to knock Yokozuna out
to the floor but it doesn’t do much good.

Off to Borga to knock Rick to the floor but Steiner comes back in off the
top with a shoulder for no cover. Borga misses an elbow and Rick goes up
again, coming off with a cross body. Borga rolls through it and Rick
isn’t moving at all, giving Borga an easy pin. Rick finally starts moving
and holds his leg, so I’m thinking that’s a legit injury. Rick can’t
stand up on the floor.

Scott comes in next and gets to fight Jacques. Rick eventually limps off
on his own power which is a good sign at least. Scott hits a great
gorilla press but Crush catches a falling Jacques and I guess that’s a
tag. Steiner wants nothing to do with a test of strength so Crush pounds
on him a bit. A butterfly powerbomb puts Crush down and apparently Savage
is back in the building. Crush kicks Scott down and here’s Macho.

Crush throws Scott down to the floor over the top but he won’t go after
Savage. Randy gets sent to the back and the dull match continues as Scott
may have hurt his knee on that fall. The knee gets targeted now with
Crush firing away some kicks and Savage is coming back AGAIN. Scott
dropkicks Crush to the floor and Crush goes after Savage for long enough
to draw a countout.

Jacques goes after the injured Scott now with a rear chinlock followed by
an elbow to the jaw for two. Scott somehow hits a gorilla press on
Jacques and there’s the tag to Lex. He slams Jacques down and drops a
middle rope elbow for the elimination. It’s now Lex, Undertaker and Scott



vs. Borga and Yoko. Borga comes in to face the still limping Scott as
Undertaker hasn’t been in the match yet.

Ludvig pounds on the ribs and whips Scott in the corner so he can
clothesline Steiner down. Borga goes up top but gets suplexed back down
for two. Yokozuna comes in and pounds away, but Scott gets in some
offense. He tries the freaking Frankensteiner which goes about as well as
you would expect it to, resulting in a legdrop from Yokozuna eliminating
Scott to get us down to two on two.

Luger comes in as we’re almost 20 minutes in with no Undertaker yet.
Borga, a Finn, waves the Japanese flag. Yokozuna misses a splash and Lex
pounds away, only to get clotheslined down with ease. Off to Borga who
runs Luger over again and kicks him in the ribs. Back to Yokozuna who
misses a charge, and it’s FINALLY off to Undertaker.

The Dead Man hits his running DDT and sits up but a Borga distraction
lets Yokozuna suplex Undertaker down. There’s the situp and another after
a clothesline. A legdrop keeps Undertaker down and there’s the Banzai,
but Yokozuna goes for another, and Undertaker moves. A clothesline puts
Yokozuna on the floor and they brawl to a double countout. See you at the
Rumble boys. Undertaker was legally in the match for less than two
minutes and forty seconds.

So it’s Lex vs. Borga now and as Undertaker and Yokozuna brawl on the
floor. Ludvig has taken over and drops a leg on Lex. A side slam puts Lex
down for two and Borga gets more two’s off various other power moves. He
isn’t covering well though so he isn’t ready to pin Luger yet. A suplex
puts Borga down and they clothesline each other. With Cornette
distracting the referee, Borga hits Lex with Fuji’s salt bucket for two.
Lex gets fired up and hits a powerslam and the loaded forearm for the
final pin.

Rating: D+. This didn’t work either. Undertaker was the main draw and he
wasn’t even in there for a tenth of the match. Yokozuna vs. Undertaker
would go on to screw up two PPVs and Lex would never get the title,
basically making the second half of 1993 totally pointless. This match
didn’t work at all, and a lot of that is due to the heel lineup. Unless



there was an injury or something, I don’t get why Pierre was taken out.

Santa comes out to celebrate with Luger just like last year.

Overall Rating: D. Let’s take a look at this card: great opener, WAY too
long second match with the wrong main heel, a match from another company,
the banana peel/water balloon fiasco, and the main event with an evil
foreign Hawaiian. This show comes off as very long and dull, with most of
the matches being completely uninteresting. It was uninteresting back in
the day too, as this show got the lowest buyrate in the history of the
Survivor Series up to this point.

Ratings Comparison

Team Razor Ramon vs. Team IRS

Original: B

Redo: B

Hart Family vs. Team Shawn Michaels

Original: D+

Redo: D

Rock N Roll Express vs. Heavenly Bodies

Original: B

Redo: B-

Four Doinks vs. Team Bam Bam Bigelow

Original: N/A

Redo: Awe

All-Americans vs. Foreign Fanatics

Original: C-

Redo: D+



Overall Rating:

Original: C+

Redo: D

It was almost the same until the overall rating. I don’t get
how it jumps up that high off just a few better grades.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/12/history-of-survivor-s
eries-count-up-1993-usa-usa-usa/

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Impact  Wrestling  –  October
27, 2016: The Slow Before the
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Show
Impact  Wrestling
Date: October 27, 2016
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Josh Matthews, D’Angelo Dinero

It’s an interesting time in Impact Wrestling and that’s excluding all of
the court shenanigans going on at the moment. The big story at the moment
is Lashley vs. Eddie Edwards over the TNA World Title but in addition to
that we have the mixed feud between Cody and Brandi Rhodes vs. Mike
Bennett and Maria Kanellis-Bennett. Let’s get to it.

We open at the Hardy Compound where Senor Benjamin and Vanguard I have
prepared a corn maze. The humans go their separate ways and Jeff, wearing
sunglasses, says he has lost his family and stops to eat corn, seemingly
starving. Matt suddenly has a pre-mo-NEE-tion saying that an outsider
will appear tonight and give them a bad message. As for now though, it’s
Trick or Delete.

Ethan Carter III/Jesse Godderz vs. Aron Rex/Eli Drake

This was set up during a brawl on Fact of Life last week. Aron works on
Jesse’s arm to start as it’s the simple white and pink gear still looks
pretty horrible. Jesse and Ethan alternate dropkicks for two on Rex but
it’s off to Drake for a breather. That lasts all of five seconds before
it’s back to Aron, who has to be saved from the Adonis Lock. A double
flapjack plants Drake and we go to a commercial.

Back with Jesse fighting out of a chinlock but getting kneed in the ribs
to put him right back down. The beating doesn’t last long though as Jesse
dives over for the hot tag to Carter but Rex takes him right down into
the corner for some knees to the face. Drake adds in some shoulders and
we’re off to the second face in peril segment.

The Russian legsweep and wind-up elbow get two on Carter, who then has to
fight out of Drake’s chinlock. They trade sleepers and Carter falls into
the corner for the tag to Jesse. An Angle Slam of all things sends Drake
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flying as everything breaks down again. Rex has something on his hand to
rake over Jesse’s face, followed by the Revelator for the pin at 15:18.

Rating: C-. This was more long than good and I’m still not sure why they
feel the need to turn Rex heel so quickly. It’s almost like a guy who has
been a generic character for years and only made a splash on the main WWE
roster with an over the top gimmick isn’t all that interesting as Aron
Rex: Guy In Trunks.

We look back at Maria attacking Brandi last week.

Maria is running her mouth when Brandi comes in, sending Maria
scampering.

Grado has something planned for Halloween but won’t say it on camera.

Some kids come up to House Hardy so Jeff sings the Obsolete Song and Matt
tells them that they’re soldiers in the Great War.

Rockstar Spud teases who he has for his Team X Gold teammates.

Here’s Grado to say he’s been having a great time in Impact Wrestling but
wants more. That’s why tonight he wants to bring out one of his
inspirations: Robbie E! See, for Halloween, Grado wants to be a BroMan.
He heads to the back and comes out in yellow trunks and covered in oil,
which gives us the always awesome shocked Robbie face. A lot of dancing
ensues but the TNA Wyatts appear and beat them down. Josh says they’re
called the DCC as two of them give Grado a spike piledriver.

Earlier today, Aiden O’Shea called Allie over to talk to Billy Corgan.
Allie thinks she needs to stand up for herself so Corgan grants her a
match with Laurel Van Ness for tonight.

DJZ/Braxton Sutter/Mandrews vs. Rockstar Spud/Decay

This is Team X Gold and Decay are mystery partners. Sutter and company
are now called Team Go For Broke and carry a Team X Gold flag, which
seems to be the division’s title. Sutter drops Abyss with a flying
shoulder and catches Steve in a scoop powerslam. Mandrews comes in and
his high levels of suck allows Steve to take over with some ripping at



the face. Steve charges into a boot in the corner but Mandrews still
can’t dive over for the tag. The second attempt works and it’s off to DJZ
as everything breaks down. The ZDT takes care of Spud for the pin at
4:03.

Rating: D+. And they want two divisions going at the same time out of
these guys? There’s barely enough time to have DJZ defend his title
regularly (When is the last time there was even a real story over that
title that doesn’t involve a heavyweight laughing at how worthless it
is?) but hey: THEY HAVE A FLAG!

Cody and Brandi call this personal.

Here are Lashley and Eddie Edwards for their contract signing. All
contact has been banned and I’m sure that’s going to hold up. Lashley
thinks it’s amusing that Eddie got to face Cody last week instead of the
inevitable title loss right off the bat while he’s been jumping through
hoops.

Lashley gives Eddie a change to get out without signing but Eddie talks
about Lashley ducking him and how the rematch is next week. Lashley did
take Eddie lightly and he got lucky. This isn’t a movie though and now
the lucky guy has to pay. The champ says he’s not backing down and signs
but asks Lashley what happens if he loses next week. That’s enough for
Lashley and the table is turned over, only to have him sign in peace.

We recap Allie getting beaten down last week.

Laurel Van Ness hits on Sutter, who doesn’t know what to think.

Back to House Hardy where we have the opening of the first Halloween
movie (nice touch). The doorbell rings and it’s…..the Hurricane, who has
the door slammed in his face. Jeff leaves to put on his costume and comes
back as that fast talking insane guy from the Great War, who I don’t
believe has a name.

Back from a break with Jeff, in costume, mowing the lawn into his logo.

Laurel Van Ness vs. Allie



Madison Rayne is on commentary again. Laurel drives her into the corner
to start and shrugs off a clothesline. They head outside where Laurel
misses a charge into the steps to give Allie a chance. Back in and Allie
scores off a double leg takedown and some right hands, setting up a
rollup for two. Not that it matters as a curb stomp ends Allie at 4:33.

Rating: D. There wasn’t anything to this match but it’s part of a bigger
story. I’m sure Allie will get better (she’s a long tenured indy
wrestler) and get the win back later so this is fine at the moment. What
isn’t fine is Madison, who has a pretty grating voice and is playing this
totally straight, meaning it doesn’t really add anything to the match and
is more distracting than anything else.

Hilary Clinton and Donald Trump come up to House Hardy. Senor Benjamin
tazes Trump and Jeff asks what happened to the e-mails. Matt: “DELETE!
DELETE! DELETE!” Ok I chuckled on that one. Jeff shouts about Boo Radley
and Vanguard I chases Hilary away.

Godderz comes up to Rex and demands a title shot, which Rex actually
grants.

A kid comes up to House Hardy and gives Reby a tape, which is from the
DCC. They’re coming for the Hardys and their titles next week.

Mike Bennett and Maria say they have what Cody and Brandi want.

Video on Lashley vs. Edwards.

Mike Bennett/Maria Kanellis-Bennett vs. Cody/Brandi Rhodes

Maria starts and tags out in less than three seconds, meaning the men
will really get this going. Cody sends Mike into the corner and Maria
slaps him in the face, almost drawing Brandi over for the fight. A cutter
gives Mike two and we take a break. Back with Cody fighting out of
trouble and slamming Mike down.

Maria is smart enough to sneak around the ring and pull Brandi off the
apron though, meaning Mike can get in a running corner clothesline. Mike
allows Maria to get in a few cheap shots but she kicks her husband low by
mistake. The tag brings in Brandi and it’s time for the catfighting



because neither of them are full time wrestlers.

The bad looking offense results in Maria being sent into another low blow
on Mike, followed by some kind of choke/half nelson from Brandi (the
camera keeps moving around so we never get a clear shot of it). Cody adds
a modified reverse Figure Four (I believe Jamie Noble used to call it the
Trailer Hitch) for a double submission at 11:20.

Rating: C. This was basically the definitive welcome to the company for
Cody and Brandi as the women were really just there as window dressing
for the match. There’s nothing wrong with that as they’re not trained
wrestlers and can only do so much. In other words, it was smart to let
the guys do most of the work here and just give the fans something to
cheer for at the end.

Cody and Brandi go to the back but Lashley jumps Cody, leaving Brandi to
flail at his back. Lashley, in a weird camera shot where he’s supposed to
be looking at Cody but is looking at the camera, says no one comes into
his house without his permission to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. As is so often the case with TNA, this was much more
about setting up stuff later on instead of doing anything at the moment.
The main event felt somewhat important but the big show is next week.
It’s pretty much TNA’s version of Backlash and the card looks big, though
it’s still nothing all that exciting. This wasn’t much of a show but I’ve
seen far worse.

Results

Aron Rex/Eli Drake b. Jesse Godderz/Ethan Carter III – Revelator to
Godderz

DJZ/Braxton Sutter/Mandrews b. Rockstar Spud/Decay – ZDT to Spud

Laurel Van Ness b. Allie – Curb stomp

Cody/Brandi Rhodes b. Maria Kanellis-Bennett/Mike Bennett – Double
submission



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Ring of Honor TV – October
26, 2016: That One Thing
Ring  of Honor
Date: October 26, 2016
Location: Lowell Memorial Auditorium, Lowell, Massachusetts
Commentators: Steve Corino, Kevin Kelly

We’re getting closer to Final Battle and the big story continues to be
Adam Cole vs. Kyle O’Reilly. The main event is also suddenly featuring
Silas Young after a win in the Honor Rumble for a little twist. On top of
that though we have the Bullet Club running roughshod over the company
and more titles coming with the Six Man Tag Team Title tournament. Let’s
get to it.

Opening sequence.

Tempura Boys vs. Colt Cabana/Dalton Castle

Castle and Cabana are the new #1 contenders for the Tag Team Titles and
the Tempura Boys are a team from New Japan. Yohei (I’m going to butcher
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the spelling) and Cabana start things off but a blind tag brings in
Castle for a chest thrust. The comedy begins and it’s off to Sho, who is
quickly beaten down as well. Yohei kicks Castle in the face but can’t put
him down, meaning it’s back to Sho. This continues to go badly for the
Japanese contingent as Cabana gets two off a rollup. Castle throws Sho
with a suplex and the Bang A Rang wraps up Yohei at 6:20.

Rating: C-. This was just a glorified squash to set up the makeshift team
before they get to lose to the Young Bucks. It’s kind of amazing how fast
ROH has gone from having a deep tag division to throwing together a team
to give them a title shot but that happens in almost every promotion at
one time or another.

Back from a break with the Briscoes, who almost got into it with Cabana
and Castle after their match. Mark doesn’t understand why they’re not
getting the next title shot after beating the champions and the #1
contenders. Not that it matters as they want the title shot at Final
Battle.

We get back and forth promos from Adam Cole and Jay Lethal to hype up
their title match in London.

Kyle O’Reilly is ready for his shot at Final Battle (with a December 2
date confirmed) against whoever wins. O’Reilly has REALLY improved his
promos but he’s still needing work.

Jonathan Gresham vs. Kyle O’Reilly

Feeling out process to start as they fight over a wristlock, allowing the
announcers to talk about all the different styles in the promotion. True
actually and that’s a good thing. They fight out to the floor and get
back in with a show of good sportsmanship. That’s rather cute. Gresham
goes after the bad shoulder though and that’s not cool with Kyle (no
reason for it to not be), who fires off some kicks. A twist of the arm
takes us to a break.

Back with Kyle working on the leg until Jonathan kicks him in the
shoulder. I hope they don’t try to make him out to be the heel in this
match as there’s a difference between being evil and being smart. Kyle



takes off his kneepad but opts for a standing choke, setting up the
brainbuster for the pin at 8:50.

Rating: C. I liked the idea of both guys being friendly but the match
didn’t do much for me. Kyle isn’t the most interesting guy in the world
without Cole there to fight but this was short enough and to the point to
make him look good. Having that as the main event of Final Battle is
risky though and I’m not sold on them being able to pull it off just yet.

Adam Page runs in to go after O’Reilly but Bobby Fish makes the save.
This brings out Adam Cole and some chair shots to the ribs have Fish in
major trouble. I’m sure a tag match will result and perhaps a TV Title
match for Page.

Video on BJ Whitmer/Steve Corino/Kevin Sullivan/Punisher Martinez.

Punishment Martinez/BJ Whitmer vs. Will Ferrara/Cheeseburger

This is the result of Ferrara issuing a challenge. Sullivan sits in on
commentary to make this even worse. Martinez throws Ferrara around like a
monster throws around a jobber before it’s off to Whitmer, who is in all
white like Mark Lewin. Cheeseburger comes in for some palm strikes and a
tornado DDT as Kelly and Sullivan keep going on about the father being
gone. Martinez hits something like a middle rope Superman punch to put
Cheeseburger away at 4:03.

Rating: D. OH MY GOODNESS LET IT GO ALREADY. This story is reaching WWC
levels of sticking with one story and I haven’t cared in a long time.
They’re not even hiding the fact that these are the same characters that
were around years ago and Sullivan going on about whatever nonsense he’s
talking this week isn’t interesting no matter what he does.

Sullivan whispers something to Corino, who runs down to the ring to get
in Martinez and Whitmer’s faces. Post break, Corino was nearly taken over
by the golden spike but shook it off. So is he going to turn one day?
That’s what we’re stuck waiting on now?

Video on Ladder War.

Motor City Machine Guns vs. Los Ingobernables de Japon



The Guns are heavily banged up from Ladder War. Evil/Tetsuya Naito here
with Evil starting against Sabin. The Japanese contingent tries some
double teaming but is quickly taken outside for a double dive from the
Guns. Back in and Shelley kicks Evil in the chest (keeping it simple is
often a good idea) but Naito is right back in and sends Alex into the
barricade. Things settle down with Naito taking over on Alex as Kevin
Kelly compares Naito to Kevin Steen (Owens). Corino: “Is that a bad
thing?”

We take a break and come back with Shelley DDTing Naito, setting up the
hot tag off to Sabin. Both Guns hit double high crossbodies as things
speed way up. Evil gets in a clotheslines so Naito can roll Sabin up for
two, followed by an STO to drop Shelley. The announcers ignore this match
to talk about Kevin Sullivan as Naito destroys Sabin with Destino for the
pin at 11:24.

Rating: C+. Kevin Sullivan commentary aside, I’ve seen far worse. I know
I’m often annoyed at the New Japan guys winning most of the time but it
makes sense when the Guns are so banged up from Ladder War. If Naito and
Evil go after the ROH Tag Team Titles out of this then I’ll be fine but
odds are it goes nowhere, as is the case so often around here.

Overall Rating: C-. The Kevin Sullivan story is killing what could be an
otherwise good show. However, the much bigger problem is the lack of a
top story. Cole and the World Title is fine but I really don’t think it’s
enough to carry the biggest show of the year. The shows are good enough
for a one off week of wrestling TV but they need more of a card for Final
Battle.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Survivor  Series  Count-Up  –
1992:  We’re  The  New
Generation
Survivor  Series 1992
Date: November 25, 1992
Location: Richfield Coliseum, Richfield, Ohio
Attendance: 17,500
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Bobby Heenan

This really is a different era in the WWF as we’re moving more towards a
child friendly product with more over the top and at times cartoonish
characters. It’s not the most interesting all the time, but with the way
business was going at the time, it was clear that something had to
change. Luckily that gives us a twenty six minute Bret Hart vs. Shawn
Michaels main event. Let’s get to it.

Slick is behind a pulpit in the interview area to start and talks about
how great this show was. He goes into preacher mode and talks about
spreading joy and peace. I have no idea what this has to do with
wrestling and I don’t think he does either.

Vince and Bobby run down the card. There are multiple gimmick matches
tonight.

Headshrinkers vs. High Energy

High Energy is Owen Hart and Koko B. Ware in really ugly pants. The
Headshrinkers (Samu and Fatu, more famous as Rikishi) don’t get an
entrance. Samu and Owen start things off with Owen being thrown around
pretty easily. Things speed up a bit and Owen avoids a big clothesline
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and hits a cross body for two. The fans are getting fired up.

Off to Koko who makes Samu miss a right hand which hits Fatu. Koko stomps
on Samu’s bare feet but he tries to ram the Headshrinkers’ heads together
but due to racial stereotypes, there’s no effect whatsoever. Afa, the
Headshrinker’s manager, CRACKS Koko in the back with his staff and Koko
is in trouble immediately. Owen is draw into the ring by some Samoan
bragging, only causing Koko to get beaten down even more.

Vince tries to talk about the main events and Heenan says stick to the
subject. That’s a new one. Samu hooks a nerve hold on Koko but he’s too
dumb to feel pain so it’s a clothesline instead and Ware is still in
trouble. A chop gets two and Samu chokes a bit. Samu misses a corner
splash and there’s the hot tag to Owen. Owen dropkicks both guys down and
hits a top rope cross body on Samu for two. A spinwheel kick takes Fatu
down, only to get caught in a powerslam. Fatu hits a GREAT looking top
rope splash to crush Owen and get the easy pin.

Rating: C+. I liked this match a lot more than I should have but I love
the Headshrinkers. That top rope splash looked great and Owen sold it
like the master that he was. Other than that this was a very basic match
with power vs. speed and that’s the right choice for an opener. Good
stuff here and I liked it a lot.

Boss Man is getting ready in the back. He says Nailz is a bad man and
that he’s committed a lot of crimes and has to be punished for them.

Sean Mooney issues us a warning about how violent the upcoming match is
going to be. I don’t think that’s going to be necessary. Nailz comes in
and says he’s been waiting for this for a long time and now he’s out of
prison. The story was that Nailz was an allegedly innocent convict that
was abused by Boss Man in prison and now he’s here for revenge. It’s
corny but it’s as good as anything else.

Boss Man (in his second promo in about two and a half minutes) says he’ll
take out Nailz tonight. He sees Nailz in the ring and runs out to the
arena.

Big Boss Man vs. Nailz



This is a nightstick on a pole match, which means you can get it down and
use the stick on the other guy. Is it a DQ if the person that doesn’t
pull it down uses it? That’s how the rules sound at least. Nailz tries to
get to the stick but Boss Man runs out for the save. Nailz isn’t a
wrestler so him using nothing but chokes and punches makes perfect sense.
He chokes Boss Man down but still can’t get the stick.

A right hand puts Nailz down and Boss Man gets his hand on the stick but
he gets slammed down off the top. Nailz works on Boss Man’s back a bit
and chokes away some more but Boss Man shoulders him down. A splash
misses and Nailz goes for the corner again, only to get crotched as this
is already getting slow. A double clothesline puts both guys down and
Boss Man quickly gets to the corner to get the stick. Nailz barely sells
a stick shot to the face but Boss Man no sells one to the ribs and hits
the Boss Man Slam for the pin.

Rating: D. This was terrible with the no selling looking awful. I mean,
it’s a nightstick to the head. There are only so many ways you can get
hit with that and be up twenty seconds later. Nailz never did anything
other than this although he was scheduled to feud with Undertaker. Boss
Man would be gone after the Royal Rumble and wouldn’t be back for years.

Nailz chokes Mooney and says that was injustice.

Tatanka, a Native American, is chanting to get ready for his match with
Martel, which is over some stolen feathers. It was a different time.

Flair and Ramon are with Gene. This is a pairing that came out of nowhere
but they’re in one of the main events tonight. Ultimate Warrior was
supposed to team up with Savage to face these guys but Warrior went nuts
and bailed on the company again, leaving Savage without a partner.

Savage was on Prime Time Wrestling (the forerunner to Raw, even though
they’re very different shows) and offered the spot on his team to Flair’s
manager Mr. Perfect. Heenan, Flair’s other manager, immediately said no
and Perfect snapped on him and accepted the offer, causing Heenan to slap
him. Bobby begs for Perfect to stay and gets water poured on him for
being pathetic.



After the clip is over, Flair is all fired up and wants to know what
Perfect is thinking. Perfect basked in Flair’s glory but it was only
because Flair allowed it. Now Perfect has made a decision and stepped to
the other side and it’s time to pay to the Nature Boy and Razor. Flair
looked all kinds of fired up here and it was awesome.

Razor, still in his original persona of Al Pacino from Scarface (funny
story about that: Vince is known for not seeing almost any big time
movies. When Ramon was interviewing with Vince, McMahon asked him to come
up with a character on the spot. Ramon went into a Tony Montana imitation
from the movie Scarface without knowing Vince had never seen the move.
Vince immediately thought Ramon was a genius and push him), makes generic
threats. Flair was AWESOME here.

Tatanka vs. Rick Martel

Tatanka is undefeated at this point and remember this is over stolen
feathers. They trade chops in the corner with Tatanka taking over via a
backdrop. Martel bails to the floor and I have a feeling this is going to
be a long one. Rick gets knocked to the floor again and the fans don’t
seem to be that interested. Martel is incorrectly called a former
Intercontinental Champion. Nice job Vince.

Back inside and Martel pounds away a bit before hitting a hot shot to
take over. Off to a front facelock as the fans are distracted by a fight
in the crowd. Tatanka suplexes out of the hold but gets put right back in
it. The yet to be named Doink the Clown pops up in the aisle making
balloon animals. It’s as random of a cameo as it sounds. Another suplex
puts Martel down but Rick hits Tatanka in the throat to take him down.
It’s back to the stupid facelock as Doink keeps making animals. Tatanka
escapes and clotheslines him down before avoiding a charging Martel in
the corner.

This is going nowhere at all. Tatanka works on the arm and gets two off a
backslide. Back to the arm although it’s fairly late in the match to do
so. Doink is tormenting fans now. Martel sends Tatanka over the top to
the floor and things somehow get even more dull. Back in and Tatanka goes
on the war path and hits a top rope chop. Because he’s an Indian you see.



The Papoose To Go (Samoan Drop) finally pins Martel.

Rating: D. This was a long match that wasn’t bad. It was worse than bad:
it was BORING. That’s the problem with Tatanka: he only had so far that
he could go and they pushed that limit WAY farther than they should have.
He wasn’t anything interesting and his in ring stuff wasn’t that great.
Martel was kind of hanging around at this point and he would be gone
soon.

Doink pops the animals he made. That’s not nice.

Perfect talks about being in Flair’s shadow, which he finds laughable. He
says Flair has wanted to be like Mr. Perfect since Flair got here, but
there can only be one Mr. Perfect. Perfect says he can beat Flair and
Ramon with no trouble. Savage says he knows more about surviving than
anyone else. Ten days ago he had no partner but now he has Mr. Perfect.
He doesn’t trust Perfect, but he thinks they could be the perfect tag
team. This did a very good job of hyping up the match in short order.

Razor Ramon/Ric Flair vs. Randy Savage/Mr. Perfect

Perfect comes out separately to give Heenan momentary hope that he
bailed. He comes through the curtain and Heenan ERUPTS, going on a rant
that lasts through Perfect and Savage’s very slow walks down the aisle.
Perfect and Ramon start things off in an AWA reunion. This is one of
Perfect’s first matches in over a year so he may be a bit rusty. Perfect
takes Razor to the mat and slaps him in the back of the head, sending
Flair into a fit.

Ramon takes him into the corner and gets slapped in the face, which
brings in Flair for the big showdown we’ve been wanting for. Perfect
beats him into the corner almost immediately and pounds away. We get a
Flair Flip out of the corner and Flair runs right into Savage who gets a
tag a second later. Savage slaps Flair in the face to tick him off even
more. Then he does it AGAIN.

Ramon and Flair both come in and get punched in the face. A couple of
clotheslines take Flair down until FINALLY Ramon gets a knee in the back
of Savage to slow him down. Razor tries to go for the leg but Randy kicks



him off both times. When all else fails, Ramon chokes away to keep Savage
in the ring. Off to Flair for more stomping and it’s Ramon in again to
work on Savage’s back.

We get Ramon’s signature abdominal stretch with help from his partner
spot. Vince tries to imitate Monsoon by saying Ramon needs to hook the
toe but it’s just not the same. Savage hip tosses out of it but gets
stomped right back down. Flair throws him over the top and tot he floor
where Ramon rams Savage into the steps. Back to Ramon for a half crab and
Perfect goes for a walk up the aisle. Heenan is ESTATIC.

Never mind though as he turns around and comes back. Well it was a cool
moment while it lasted. Randy is busted open and Ramon pounds away on the
face even faster. Flair starts covering a lot faster as he’s getting
frustrated. Razor comes in and drops an elbow for two and a chokeslam
gets the same. With the heels completely in control, Flair goes up top.
The man may be a master in the ring, but he NEVER LEARNS.

Savage superplexes him down and Ric is suddenly in trouble. There’s a tag
to Ramon and one to Perfect as well. Perfect hits the Hennig neck snap
and a knee lift to both guys. Everything breaks down and Flair hits
Savage with a chair to make it two on one. Perfect gets knocked into the
official but he flips out of the Razor’s Edge and hits the PerfectPlex on
Ramon for a delayed two as Flair makes the save. The PerfectPlex to Flair
gets the same result and we have two referees in there. One of them calls
the match for a DQ, much to the annoyance of the crowd. Savage and
Perfect win to calm things down a bit.

Rating: B-. This was a good match that was bordering on great until the
lame ending. I wouldn’t see a problem with Flair getting pinned by the
PerfectPlex here. They would have a great match on Raw that would send
Flair packing soon enough, but for now this was a great return to the
ring for Perfect who hadn’t wrestled in quite a while.

Post match Flair puts Hennig in the Figure Four and Razor gets a chair,
but Savage makes a save and chases both guys off.

Flair and Ramon rant in the back.



Yokozuna vs. Virgil

Yokozuna is listed as being from the Polynesian Islands here. This is
when Yokozuna is only 505lbs and he had padding in his outfit to make him
look fatter. Yokozuna immediately shoves Virgil away and chops him down.
Some dropkicks do some good for Virgil but Yokozuna superkicks him (and
gets his foot higher than Virgil did on his dropkicks) to take over.

Virgil pounds away a bit but a Rock Bottom takes him down. Some more
shots stagger Yokozuna but a sidewalk slam and a legdrop make things all
better again. Yokozuna misses a charge and like an IDIOT, Virgil tries a
rollup. The big man falls on him and it’s BANZAI (middle rope seated
senton) for the pin.

Rating: C-. For a big time debut, this could have been better but it’s
clear that no one is going to stop this guy for a long time. Yokozuna
would get the rocket to the stars push soon, winning the Royal Rumble in
two months and the World Title at Wrestlemania in another two months.
Virgil was a jobber to the stars here and nothing more, which is all he
should have been. Somehow he would keep a job until 1994.

Savage and Perfect brag a lot.

Nasty Boys/Natural Disasters vs. Beverly Brothers/Money Inc

The Natural Disasters are Earthquake and Typhoon, formerly known as
Tugboat. Money Inc. (IRS and Ted DiBiase) has the Tag Team Titles and are
about to fight the Nasty Boys. This is one of those “when one guy gets
pinned, both team members are out” deals, so it’s a max of three falls to
end this match. We start with Typhoon vs. Blake Beverly and it’s a strut
off. Typhoon starts throwing Blake around and puts him in an over the
shoulder backbreaker so he can hand him off to Earthquake for a bearhug.

Beau tries to cheat to help his brother but it only results in a double
splash from both Disasters in the corner. Off to Knobbs as the fans
aren’t interested in this match in the slightest. Knobbs runs Blake over
with clotheslines and brings in Jerry who finally allows a tag to Beau. A
pumphandle slam puts Beau down but he no sells it for some reason. Off to
DiBiase who can’t suplex Sags, so Sags suplexes him.



Off to IRS who Jerry hiptosses down. The limited selling continues as IRS
gets up and brings in Beau for a powerslam and it’s off to Beau again.
Off to a chinlock from Blake as the Beverlies keep tagging in and out
very quickly. Jerry tries a quick sleeper but they wind up slamming heads
to put both guys down. There’s the tag to Earthquake and Blake is in
trouble. Earthquake takes out all four of them and everything breaks
down. For some reason Beau tries a crucifix on Typhoon and gets crushed
for his efforts. The Earthquake from Earthquake eliminates the Beverlies
and it’s 4-2.

DiBiase comes in to face Earthquake but gets beaten up by all four
opponents in short order. Back to Earthquake who misses a splash in the
corner and Money Inc double suplexes the fatter man down. IRS gets two
off the suplex and picks him up to freak Bobby out again. Back to DiBiase
as the fans are all over IRS. IRS chokes away on Earthquake some more and
it’s back to DiBiase for some chops.

A middle rope double ax by Ted gets two so here’s IRS again. The champs
do tag in and out quite well. Quake clotheslines IRS down and finally
makes the hot tag to Typhoon. House is cleaned and a splash crushes IRS.
DiBiase trips up Typhoon and IRS gets the easy pin to tie it up, but
Jerry runs in and rolls up IRS for the fast pin to win.

Rating: C. Not bad here but the ending kind of sucked. What was the point
in having the Nasty Boys beat Money Inc that fast when the majority of
the match was about the Disasters vs. Money Inc? The Nasty Boys were
basically there to fill in a spot instead of being the focus of the match
for their team. Odd indeed but it was entertaining enough.

Virgil warns Bret Hart about Yokozuna. Of course Bret wasn’t in the same
room.

We recap Kamala vs. Undertaker. Undertaker beat him at Summerslam so
Kamala crushed him with a bunch of splashes to a very limited effect.
This set up the Coffin Match tonight, which is a regular match but the
winner gets to put the loser in a coffin.

Undertaker is building a special coffin.



Undertaker vs. Kamala

Kamala immediately runs from Undertaker and they head to the floor for
more not fighting. Back in and Kamala pounds away with almost no effect.
Undertaker hits the yet to be named Old School and Kamala is in trouble
again. A clothesline sets up some choking by the Dead Man but Kamala
chops him to the floor. This is really dull so far. Kamala rams
Undertaker head first into the steps and hits him in the back before we
head inside. A kick to the chest puts Undertaker down for all of a
second. Kamala slams him a bunch of times and three splashes. The urn is
knocked into the ring and Undertaker sits up, followed by an urn shot to
the head for the pin.

Rating: F. Seriously, that’s it. That’s IT? This is one of the biggest
matches on the show and this is all we get? Just a dull match with
nothing more than a few shots to the back and a quick ending. This didn’t
even make six minutes and Undertaker didn’t even break a sweat in
crushing Kamala. Nothing to see here and it was completely worthless,
much like Kamala.

Undertaker nails the coffin shut.

Shawn brags about winning the Intercontinental Title a few weeks ago and
says he doesn’t need Sherri. Shawn says he beat Davey and Davey beat Bret
so Shawn can beat Bret.

Kamala’s managers Harvey Wippleman and Kim Chee get Kamala out of the
coffin and he’s catatonic. This would lead to the arrival of Giant
Gonzalez.

Bret is ready for Shawn. Gene lists off all of the micarders Bret has
defended the title against with the idea being that Bret will fight
anyone.

WWF World Title: Bret Hart vs. Shawn Michaels

Shawn still has the original version of his music as sung by Sherri and
this is champion vs. champion, but only one title is on the line. For the
sake of clarity, only Bret will be referred to as champion. Feeling out



process to start and they hit the mat with Shawn getting in way over his
head. Shawn works on the arm and pulls Bret to the mat but Bret nips up.
So that’s where Shawn got it from. Bret cranks on the arm and Shawn
cranks on the hair. Things speed up and Shawn trips Bret up but it’s
right back to the arm. This technical stuff isn’t working for Shawn so
far.

Michaels gets to the arm but Bret easily sends him to the floor to
escape. Hart takes over on the arm again and Shawn can’t get anything
going in the first five minutes or so. A cross body gets two for Bret as
does a sunset flip. It’s back to the arm and Shawn is getting frustrated.
They hit the ropes and Shawn catches Bret in a hot shot to finally get in
some offense. A thumb to the eye puts Bret back in trouble and he charges
into the post to make it even worse.

Shawn DDTs the arm as the roles have completely reversed now, although
it’s due to evil ways now instead of technical and good ones. See how
good psychology can be when it’s done right? Bret’s chest to the buckle
spot gets two for Shawn and it’s chinlock time. They fight over a top
wristlock but Shawn uses the hair again to pull Bret back to the mat.
Bret fights out of the chinlock but gets dropkicked right back down for
two. Shawn is one step ahead of Bret in everything the champion is trying
right now.

A backbreaker gets another two for Shawn and let’s hit that chinlock
again. Shawn ducks his head and a swinging neckbreaker puts him down. It
doesn’t last though as cheating by means of a shot to the throat stops
Bret again. A front facelock goes on and Bret rams Shawn into the corner
with some shoulders to counter. Shawn charges into a boot and a bulldog
puts him down. Bret misses a middle rope elbow and both guys are down
again.

Michaels connects with a jumping back elbow to the face for two and it’s
back to the front facelock. After two arm drops for Bret, he pulls off
the fastest small package you’ll see in a long time for two. A suplex by
Hart puts both guys down but things start speeding up anyway. Shawn gets
sling shotted into the corner and hits the post as is his custom. Bret
launches him into the corner and kicks Shawn so hard that Shawn gets



crotched on the top rope.

A BIG back body drop gets two on Shawn and Bret is surprised at the
kickout. Russian legsweep gets two for the champ and a backbreaker sets
up the middle rope elbow for the same. Bret superplexes Shawn down but he
can’t cover immediately and it only gets two. There’s a sleeper from Hart
and the referee gets bumped. That goes absolutely nowhere and he’s up a
few seconds later.

Bret tries another sleeper but Shawn sends him to the floor in the exact
same way that Bret sent Shawn to the floor earlier in a nice bit of
storytelling. Bret gets posted and we head back inside for a whip to the
corner for two. The problem here for Shawn is that he doesn’t have a big
time finisher as his only big move was a lame suplex. Just as I type
that, Shawn superkicks Bret down. It’s not a finisher yet though so he
doesn’t even cover.

Bret blocks the tear drop suplex (Shawn’s finisher, basically a high
angle belly to back suplex) but the second attempt connects for two. Bret
uppercuts Shawn into the ropes but Hart misses a charge and crotches
himself on the top. Shawn goes up to the middle rope but he jumps right
into the Sharpshooter (in the EXACT same sequence that ended regulation
of the Iron Man Match at Wrestlemania XII) for the submission to keep the
title on Bret.

Rating: A. It’s Bret vs. Shawn with almost 27 minutes. Were you expecting
anything but a scientific war? If you make the superkick a finisher
instead of a regular move, there’s no way this isn’t even better. Great
match here with both guys trading great psychology the whole way through.
Really good main event and a great way to show that Hulk isn’t needed to
fire up a crowd as they were all kinds of into this match.

Post match here’s…..Santa Claus? He puts a hat on Bret and it starts
snowing in the arena.

Post ending of the show, Bret asks Santa for better competition. Ok then.

Overall Rating: B-. This isn’t a great show but if you have about two
hours to kill and a good fast forward button on whatever device you’re



using, there are far worse shows you could watch. The main event is great
stuff and the tag match isn’t bad either, but it’s better if you know the
backstory and watch the build. This was a good show and considering there
was no Hogan or Warrior on it, it was a pretty bold yet necessary step
for WWF at the time. Good stuff.

Ratings Comparison

Headshrinkers vs. High Energy

Original: C+

Redo: C+

Big Boss Man vs. Nailz

Original: D+

Redo: D

Tatanka vs. Rick Martel

Original: C-

Redo: D

Randy Savage/Mr. Perfect vs. Razor Ramon/Ric Flair

Original: B

Redo: B-

Yokozuna vs. Virgil

Original: C
Redo: C-

Nasty Boys/Natural Disasters vs. Money Inc./Beverly Brothers

Original: D

Redo: C



Undertaker vs. Kamala

Original: C+

Redo: F

Bret Hart vs. Shawn Michaels:

Original: A-

Redo: A

Overall Rating:

Original: C+

Redo: B-

Dang I must have really grown to hate Kamala since then.
Overall it’s roughly the same though.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/11/history-of-survivor-s
eries-count-up-1992-bret-vs-shawn-at-survivor-series/

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/11/history-of-survivor-series-count-up-1992-bret-vs-shawn-at-survivor-series/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/11/history-of-survivor-series-count-up-1992-bret-vs-shawn-at-survivor-series/
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


Lucha  Underground  –  October
27, 2016: It’s A Soul In A
Box
Lucha  Underground
Date: October 26, 2016
Location: Lucha Underground Temple, Boyle Heights, California
Commentators: Vampiro, Matt Striker

The countdown to Aztec Warfare is on and that means things are about to
pick up around here. The problem with this season so far has been the
lack of any meaningful story but the entire roster contending for the
title in one match should get us somewhere. If nothing else it would be
nice to see something other than one random challenger a week. Let’s get
to it.

This week’s opening recap looks at Texano vs. Cage, Johnny Mundo getting
a Gift of the Gods Title shot and Ivelisse’s boyfriend Jeremiah. These
things are a great refresher and a solid preview of things to come
tonight.

Sexy Star comes into Dario Cueto’s office and demands her Lucha
Underground Title shot next week. Dario admires her huevos but says she
has to defend the Gift of the Gods Title against Johnny Mundo tonight. If
Aerostar, Fenix or Drago interfere, they’re banned from the Temple
forever.

Marty Martinez vs. Ivelisse

Marty smiles as Ivelisse forearms him in the face and a middle rope
crossbody is turned into a powerslam. As the beating goes on, Vampiro
says Marty weighs 300lbs. I know wrestling weights are gimmicked but that
sounds insane. Mariposa gets in a few bites (thereby freaking Melissa

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/10/27/lucha-underground-october-27-2016-its-a-soul-in-a-box/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/10/27/lucha-underground-october-27-2016-its-a-soul-in-a-box/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/10/27/lucha-underground-october-27-2016-its-a-soul-in-a-box/


Santos out) and Marty elbows Ivelisse in the face. A few strikes stagger
Marty but Ivelisse’s guillotine choke actually brings him down. Well at
least a little down until he knocks her silly with a spinebuster. A full
nelson slam puts Ivelisse away at 4:20.

Rating: D+. Lucha Underground is normally pretty good with their
intergender matches but in this case it was Marty destroying one of the
best women in the promotion. Ivelisse never had a chance here and Marty,
who isn’t much of a star in his own right, basically squashed her. What
happened here?

Post match Jeremiah comes in and cleans house until it turns into a
brawl, likely setting up a tag match. Jeremiah seems to apologize to
Ivelisse for interfering but she’s not pleased.

The Rabbit Tribe, including Paul London, is coming soon.

Jeremiah is still apologizing and suggests he join the Temple. The idea
of them fighting together seems to appeal to Ivelisse.

And now, let’s make things interesting. We go to the inside of Councilman
Delgado’s limo when Dario gets in. Dario says someone’s ascension is
complete (they might be talking about their boss but it’s not clear) and
Delgado talks about needing a host body. It seems that the series between
Texano and Cage will be for the right to be the host so Delgado hands
Dario a box…..which I assume contains a soul? Now THIS is Lucha
Underground!

Texano vs. Cage

This is match #3 in a best of five series with Cage up 2-0. Texano goes
right after him (because he’s desperate) and a clothesline sends Cage
outside. A whip into the eternally empty wooden chairs makes things even
worse for Cage so he throws Texano right back. Texano pops back up as
well and sunset bombs Cage over the top and back onto the floor.

Back in and the no selling continues with Cage throwing him down in a
fall away slam. A top rope superplex puts both guys down in a heap and
Cage is the first to cover for two. Cage’s pumphandle faceplant gets the



same so Texano hits a middle rope leg lariat for his own near fall. This
is a bunch of trading spots and that’s all it should be. A buckle bomb
sets up an F5 on Texano and the kickout frustrates Cage even more. With
Cage at his wits’ end, Texano grabs a small package for the pin at 7:45.

Rating: C+. I’m a big fan of that ending as they were beating the heck
out of each other until one guy puts the brakes on and goes in a
completely opposite direction for the pin. It’s good psychology and works
almost every time. I’m sure we’ll see these two fight again but it’s nice
to keep them from fighting on every single show. In other words, this
isn’t Cesaro vs. Sheamus.

Dario is looking in the box (What could that possibly look like?) when
Rey Mysterio comes in. Rey wants to face Chavo Guerrero in a Loser Leaves
the Temple match. Dario agrees and says you have to put a dog down for
its own good. Now anyone other than a wrestling face would see that
something is up with a statement like that but Rey is cursed with being
an idiot.

Gift of the Gods Title: Johnny Mundo vs. Sexy Star

Star is defending. It’s a change of pace this time as Star tries to stay
away to start, only to get taken down into an amateur wrestling contest.
This goes badly for the champ and Johnny kicking at the legs make it even
worse. A botched looking neckbreaker puts Sexy down again and a running
knee to the face gets two.

Johnny goes Backlund with a crossface chickenwing before putting Star on
the top rope and elbowing her in the face. You don’t see that very often
but it’s happened twice on this one show. Johnny tries a moonsault but
lands on raised feet to FINALLY (ok they’re four minutes into the match)
give Star an opening. Star goes with some weak looking right hands to the
face and a failed monkey flip because YOU CAN’T MONKEY FLIP JOHNNY MUNDO!
Yeah doesn’t have quite the same ring.

Mundo spears the referee by mistake and of course Star chokes Johnny out
a few seconds later. Cue the Worldwide Underground to lift Star up so
Johnny can charge at her, sending her flipping over and down to the mat
(Chikara’s BDK used it as their finisher, Ragnarok). Another referee



comes in as the Underground leaves (So he was watching the match to see
the ref bump but not the interference?) to count two, meaning Johnny
knocks him out too.

The Underground wraps a chair around Star’s neck but before they can
Pillmanize her, it’s the Mack running in with a bunch of Stunners. Star
chairs Mundo in the head for two and I can hear Vince Russo’s laughter in
my head. Johnny misses the split legged moonsault but pulls out a pair of
brass knuckles to knock Star out for the pin and the title at 11:43.

Rating: D. I know this is a promotion where the suspension of disbelief
has to be stretched but the idea that the referees didn’t catch on to ANY
of that cheating is too much for me to take. This was Sexy Star vs. the
World (wide Underground) and it really didn’t work. Mundo cheating to win
once or twice at the most would have been fine but this was two people
interfering, a chair, two ref bumps and brass knuckles. There’s a line
you can cross where it’s too much to take and this match jumped over it.

Prince Puma is working out when Vampiro comes in to say beating Mil
Muertes was a great first step. Vampiro brings up Muertes killing Konnan,
which Puma finds due to Vampiro’s hatred of Konnan. Puma seems to think
about it to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. This wasn’t a strong episode on the wrestling side
though we’re starting to get back on the right path with the
storytelling, which is where Lucha Underground shines. You can tell
there’s going to be some big stuff coming at the Aztec Warfare show and
that’s a good sign going forward. This show wasn’t a good sign though and
that’s quite the fall after last week’s strong outing.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books



at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

New Column: In Other News –
BOO Edition
http://wrestlingrumors.net/kbs-review-in-other-news-boo-editio
n/

It’s another version looking at some smaller stories because
I’d be wasting your time looking at Charlotte vs. Sasha again
or complaining about Stephanie being annoying.
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