
NXT – July 3, 2013: They’re
Cheering  For  The  White
Supremacist
NXT
Date:  July 3, 2013
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Tony Dawson, William Regal

It’s another big week on NXT as the Wyatt Family now has William Regal to
deal with in addition to Graves and Ohno. On the singles side we have Leo
Kruger looking like the first challenger for Bo Dallas, which is an odd
choice as Dallas seems to be ready for a heel turn but he’s facing a heel
in Leo. Let’s get to it.

Here’s Bo Dallas in the back for an interview. Renee asks him about Leo
Kruger coming out and holding up the title after Dallas’ match last week.
Dallas says the Bo-lievers (Renee: “Bo-lievers?” Dallas: “Yes the Bo-
lievers.”) will be behind him against anyone. He brags about meeting Bret
Hart at Wrestlemania and having a match at Wrestlemania Axxess, which he
earned just like when he beat Big E. Langston.

Antonio Cesaro comes in and says Dallas hasn’t earned anything. Tonight
he’ll take Dallas’ title in the name of We The People. Dallas introduces
Cesaro to Renee, calling him the most insignificant US Champion in WWE
history. Dallas was acting much more heelish here and it helped him a
lot.

NXT Women’s Title Tournament Semi-Finals: Alicia Fox vs. Paige

Fox takes it to the mat in a headscissors with her long legs but Paige
counters into a headlock. Fox pulls her down by the hair and immediately
bails to the floor. Back in and Paige fires off rapid fire elbows in the
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corner but Fox sweeps her legs out and gets two off a northern lights
suplex. Off to a chinlock with a knee in Paige’s back but she escapes
with a jawbreaker. Paige throws her around by the hair and hits a knee to
the face, only to walk into a dropkick for two. Not that it matters
though as Paige kicks her in the ribs and hits the Paige Turner to send
her to the finals at 4:44.

Rating: C-. This was much better for Paige than the match against Snuka a
few weeks back as Paige looked competitive against a former Divas
Champion. Fox is good in a role like this as she’s been around for awhile
and is a name in the division (granted not a huge one) so a win like this
makes Paige look better. You can only dominate the other NXT girls for so
long before it stops meaning anything.

Andy Baker vs. Conor O’Brien

O’Brien now has Rick Victor with him as Kenneth Cameron’s replacement.
Conor runs Baker over and shouts YOU’RE DEAD. Baker tries to fight back
with some shots to the ribs but a flapjack and a legdrop from O’Brien are
enough for the pin at 1:00.

Kassius Ohno was injured by the Wyatt Family last week and can’t compete
for the tag titles. Corey Graves and Adrian Neville ask William Regal to
join them.

Scott Dawson vs. Xavier Woods

The fans chant for Woods but Dawson kicks him in the ribs to take over.
Woods comes back with a quick dropkick for a one count and it’s off to an
armbar on Dawson. Scott backdrops him over the top, sending Woods face
first into the apron. The fans are all over Dawson as he elbows Xavier in
the face and drops a leg for two. We hit the chinlock for a few seconds
but Woods fights up, hits the Honor Roll (front flip clothesline) and
Lost in the Woods is good for the pin at 4:11.



Rating: C-. This wasn’t much to see but I’m glad Dawson isn’t on a
winning streak anymore. Woods continues to be so high energy that it’s
hard not to notice him. His antics are funny enough and having a
nostalgia character is a good way to get your foot in the door. The match
didn’t have long enough to go anywhere but it was hard hitting and
energetic enough to not suck.

Bray Wyatt talks about people judging him for the way he looks. He’s a
wolf and sheep’s clothing and if you knew what was behind his eyes, you
would know why people are scared of him.

Enzo Amore vs. Mason Ryan

Enzo continues to be incredibly annoying and therefore a great new heel.
He has 7’0 Colin Cassady with him…..and the match is over in 12 seconds
with a single right hand from Ryan. Best part of the match is a line from
Regal: “Is Amore the love child of DDP?”

Amore wants Ryan to fight Cassady RIGHT NOW.

Mason Ryan vs. Colin Cassady

Ryan throws him around and ends Cassady in 33 seconds with a cobra clutch
slam.

NXT Title: Bo Dallas vs. Antonio Cesaro

The fans don’t care for Cesaro but they can’t stand Dallas. Cesaro is
even cheered a bit during the big match intros. There’s a WE THE PEOPLE
chant as Cesaro and Dallas feel each other out. Dawson: “What does it
mean if Cesaro can beat Dallas tonight?” Regal: “That he’ll be the
champion.” Cesaro cranks on the arm and the fans are have a “Let’s go Bo”
and “No more Bo” dueling chant going between the women and men.



A shoulder block gets two for Cesaro as Dawson has to explain who Tim
Tebow is to Regal. Cesaro sends Dallas to the floor as we take a break.
Back with Cesaro holding a chinlock as Leo Kruger is standing on the
ramp. A kick to the back keeps Dallas down and the fans ask Cesaro to do
it again. He loads the kick up but drops down into another chinlock to
tease the people.

Dallas fights up again and pounds away in the corner before getting two
off a bulldog. Cesaro’s slam is countered into a reverse DDT for two more
but the corner climbing bulldog is blocked. Cesaro puts him on the top
for a gutwrench superplex for a very close two. A middle rope knee drop
gets two on the champion and it’s off to the swinging chinlock.

Dallas rolls the chinlock over into a cradle for two but Cesaro comes
back with a fallaway slam for two more. Cesaro goes up top but Dallas
runs the corner for a butterfly superplex to put both guys down again.
Antonio is sent into Kruger to knock Leo off the apron, allowing Dallas
to hit the belly to belly to retain at 10:15 shown of 12:45.

Rating: C+. Very interesting crowd reactions aside, this match really
took off in the last three minutes or so. Kruger interfering sets up some
interesting dynamics down the line and gives Dallas an extra challenger
to face. They’ll need to move forward with that heel turn soon, because
the fans were cheering for the protege of a white supremacist over the
young face champion.

Post match Kruger lays out Dallas but Cesaro knocks Kruger to the floor.
Cesaro pounds on Dallas until Kruger gets back in for a staredown. They
double team Dallas until Sami Zayn comes in for the save to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. This show had a lot of filler, but the main event was
solid and it sets up a very interesting four way feud for the title. Zayn
is fitting right into this show and WWE sending big names down to Florida
can only help things out. This was a good sign for the future and was an
entertaining hour of wrestling.



Results

Paige b. Alicia Fox – Paige Turner

Conor O’Brien b. Andy Baker – Legdrop

Xavier Woods b. Scott Dawson – Lost in the Woods

Mason Ryan b. Enzo Amore – Right Hand

Mason Ryan b. Colin Cassady – Cobra Clutch

Bo Dallas b. Antonio Cesaro – Belly to belly suplex

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews,  pick up my book
on the History of Starrcade from Amazon for just $4 at:

On This Day: June 28, 2011 –
NXT:  Tyson  Kid  Saves  NXT
Again
NXT
Date:  June 28, 2011
Location: US Airways Center, Phoenix, Arizona
Commentators: William Regal, Todd Grisham

It’s another elimination week to get us down to the final two
which will hopefully end soon after that. The final three are
Darren Young, Conor O’Brian and Titus O’Neil. It seems like
the competition is Titus’ to lose here but you never know with
this show. That being said, I’d probably bet on O’Brian to win
it because we all want to see him for another four months down
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the road right? Let’s get to it.

Here’s Darren Young who now has no pro as Chavo has left.
Young says that Chavo quit because he couldn’t handle the fact
that his rookie was better. Young points out how he’s faced
Cena and main evented Summerslam this year which is something
Chavo has never done. True actually.

O’Brian comes out to say that after tonight, Young is done. He
promises utter destruction.

Darren Young vs. Conor O’Brian

 

They fight over a tieup to start and head to the floor. Hot
crowd tonight too. Back inside and Conor takes over with a
clothesline. A shoulder by O’Brian gets two. Young hits a
neckbreaker on the apron and both guys are down as we take a
break. Back with O’Brian escaping a cravate but getting thrown
down for two. Off to a neck crank by Young which doesn’t last
long.

Kozlov  isn’t  here  tonight  either  apparently  as  he’s  in
Australia with the Raw roster. Chinlock doesn’t work long and
O’Brian hits a slingshot to send Young into the corner. Young
hits the ropes and gets his head kicked off by a big boot.
That looked good. Regal brings up the point that these guys
know each other way too well. Young hits Three Amigos to the
biggest heat he’s gotten since he had a big yellow N on his
chest. A Frog Splash ends this a few seconds later at 8:45.

Rating: C+. Not bad here and that big kick was the biggest
part of the whole thing. The lack of pros actually helped a
lot here as it was just a competition rather than about the
pros, which is the point of the show. O’Brian is still dull
but if he can get even a single move going for him it’s an
improvement.



Tatsu is at his shrine with his action figure again and Kidd
comes up and breaks it. They have a match later but Yoshi
jumps him and attacks him until he’s pulled off.

Tyson Kidd vs. Yoshi Tatsu

 

TYSON’S HAIR IS GONE! He cut that little thing off his head
and it’s due to Bret pulling on it apparently. Yoshi is all
ticked off and hammers away to start, sending Kidd to the
floor. HARD chops in the corner and Kidd is in trouble. Kidd
comes back, hitting what looked like a forearm off the middle
rope. On the floor he hits a dropkick to send Yoshi into the
steps as we take a break.

Back and we’re in a chinlock by Kidd. He works the arm and
gets two off a hammerlock suplex. Big kick into the arm has
Yoshi in agony. Fujiwara Armbar goes on which is becoming a
very popular move anymore. Yoshi starts his comeback with his
variety of kicks. Big kick gets a close two as the fans are
into this again. They go up and Kidd is shoved off. He manages
a dropkick to crotch Yoshi though and a top rope rana gets
two. I would have bet on that being the ending. Rollup gets
two for Yoshi. Another big kick finally ends Kidd at 9:20.
Abrupt ending but rather good.

Rating: B. For NXT, this was AWESOME. They were allowed to go
out there and beat the heck out of each other. Those kicks and
2 counts were great and I really didn’t know who was going to
win there at the end. Sick high kick to put Kidd down at the
end also made this a very good match and one of the best NXT
matches I’ve seen in a long time.

JTG is getting ready and here’s Horny in a trashcan which he’s
able to walk in somehow. O’Neil comes up to stop an attack
because he’s only trying to steal the gold jewelry because
he’s a leprechaun. They get in an argument over what it’s made
of. I give up.



Titus O’Neil vs. JTG

 

Maryse is on commentary here for no reason other than “she
feels like it”. O’Neil throws him around as Regal and Maryse
argue a bit. Horny has a note for Maryse and it’s in English
apparently. It’s an old school style of do you love me? Circle
one. We hear about the required height to date Maryse as JTG
takes over a bit. Maryse is taking pictures as O’Neil fights
back. JTG is sent to the floor and almost runs into Horny. He
gets on the apron and poses at JTG. Back in the ring the Clash
of the Titus ends this at 3:20.

Rating: C. Just a quick match here as Titus continues to be so
far and away better than everyone else in this season it’s
unreal. Nothing of note here as JTG is still a jobber, no
matter  which  way  he’s  leaning  on  the  face/heel  spectrum.
Maryse was far more of the focus here than the match and I
can’t say I blame them here.

Maryse rips up the letter post match.

Raw Rebound eats up some time. They only talk about the main
event and the Punk promo though. That’s still awesome stuff,
but it makes me think Cena wins clean at the PPV. Just parts
of it here though instead of whole thing due to time. Most of
the controversial stuff here is gone.

Grisham says that Punk has been suspended indefinitely and
Vince might be on Raw.

Time for the elimination and thankfully O’Brian is gone. He
asks Hunter (HHH I presume) for a chance to play the game.

But wait we’re not done yet because someone else is going to
the finals. Derrick Bateman is back and Bryan is his pro
again. What in the world? Why are they adding someone else
NOW? Do they really want to extend this even further? I’m



going to be at the show on August 2. There better be a new
season by then.

Overall Rating: B. All things considered, this was the best
episode of NXT in months. There were good matches and the
crowd was red hot all night. O’Brian finally being gone is the
right choice because you could make a case for Young or O’Neil
winning the whole thing. Bateman being added is uh….puzzling.
At least he was funny during his time here so it’s not too
bad. Good show this week that flew by in a good way.

Results

Darren Young b. Conor O’Brian – Frog Splash

Yoshi Tatsu b. Tyson Kidd – High Kick

Titus O’Neil b. JTG – Clash of the Titus

Conor O’Brian was eliminated in 3rd place.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book on the History of the WWE Championship from Amazon for
just $4 at:

NXT – June 26, 2013: The Show
Before The Show
NXT
Date:  June 26, 2013
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: William Regal, Tom Phillips
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The focus shifts back to the titles tonight as Bo Dallas and
Big E. Langston both return to the NXT Arena after their title
match two weeks ago. We also have Dawson’Dylan vs. Ohno/Graves
for a future title shot against the Wyatt Family. This is a
pretty stacked show by NXT standards so let’s get to it.

Big E. Langston vs. Aiden English

Langston slams him down twice and the Big Ending finishes
English in 42 seconds.

Another Big Ending is good for the five count. Langston goes
to leave but comes back in and hits a third Big Ending for a
second five count.

Emma is blowing bubbles in the back and says her plan for the
match tonight is to win. She says Renee can’t have her bubbles
but can hold them while Emma has her match.

NXT Women’s Title Tournament First Round: Emma vs. Aksana

Aksana takes her to the mat to start and gets two off a
backbreaker. Emma avoids a charge in the corner and slides
into a sunset flip for two. Aksana works on the arm but the
match turns into a catfight with neither being able to take
over. Off to a headscissors on Emma before Aksana takes her
into the corner for some gyrating. Emma kicks her to the mat
and hooks a bridging Indian deathlock called the Dilemma for
the tap out at 3:38.

Rating: D. Aksana looks great in her outfits but the girl is a
disaster in the ring. Thankfully they don’t treat her like
anything serious and she’s just there to fill in a spot when
needed. Emma continues to be entertaining by being so goofy



that it’s hard not to chuckle at her. She’s getting better and
better in the ring as well.

Emma brings some kids in the ring to dance with her.

Leo Kruger is hard to understand. Everything changes next.

Dante Dash vs. Leo Kruger

Dash takes him to the corner to start as we hear about Kruger
being a mercenary. Leo pulls him down to the mat and drives
some knees into Dash’s shoulder to take over. Back up and
Kruger bends Dash’s arm over the shoulder before sending him
into the post. The shoulder goes into the post again and a big
clothesline puts Dash down. Kruger’s GC3 (seated arm/triceps
pull) gets the submission at 2:46. Squash.

The Ascension will rise. Again.

Mickey Keegan vs. Bo Dallas

Dallas takes him down with an armdrag for two as the crowd is
SILENT. A pair of atomic drops and a dropkick put Keegan down
again and some forearms set up a climbing the corner bulldog.
Dallas hits the belly to belly for the pin at 1:47. The fans
do not care at all.

Post match Leo Kruger comes in and lays out Keegan before
reaching for the title.

Kassius Ohno/Corey Graves vs. Scott Dawson/Garrett Dylan

The winners get a shot at the Wyatt Family at some point to be



announced. Ohno starts with Dawson with Kassius cranking on
the arm. Off to Graves for more arm cranking before Ohno takes
him down with a headlock. Graves comes back in to work on the
arm as Phillips inaccurately says the Wyatt Family is
undefeated as a tag team. Dawson finally escapes and takes
Graves down to bring in Dylan for a neckbreaker for two.

We take a break and come back with Graves still in trouble as
Dawson and Dylan continue to cut the ring in half. Dylan hooks
a chinlock before a clothesline gets two for Dawson. A
jawbreaker gets Graves out of trouble and it’s back to Ohno to
clean the lower half of the house. A kind of spinning release
suplex gets two for Kassius but Dylan makes a blind tag and
the trailer boys hit Southern Pride for two. Now it’s Ohno in
trouble with Dawson getting two off another clothesline.

Dylan comes in to crank on the neck as Regal actually
acknowledges a YOU CAN’T WRESTLE chant. Ohno fights up but
can’t make the tag after sunset flipping Dylan. An elbow to
the jaw is enough for the tag to Graves and the fans aren’t
all that interested. A knee to the face gets two for Graves as
everything breaks down. Corey ties Garrett’s legs up in the
ropes to pound away even more before getting two off a
fireman’s carry into a backbreaker. Dawson and Ohno go to the
floor as Graves takes out Dylan’s leg and the Lucky 13 leg
lock gets the submission at 9:34 shown of 13:04.

Rating: C-. The match wasn’t terrible but like the live crowd
I couldn’t get into it. Given the story going on with the
Wyatt Family the ending was never in doubt whatsoever which
makes the match less interesting to sit through. Add in the
fact that Dawson and Dylan are a black hole of charisma and
this was long and not very interesting.

Post match the Wyatt Family hits the ring to beat down their



#1 contenders but Adrian Neville comes out for the save. He
loads up the Red Arrow but Dawson and Dylan break it up.
William Regal of all people runs in for the save but the heels
have too much of a numbers advantage. Bray splashes Regal in
the corner and the Family’s music plays to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. This was one of those shows that builds for
later instead of being entertaining in its own right. A ticked
off and serious Langston is interesting as is Kruger going
after the title, but Dallas seemingly as a face and
Dawson/Dylan in general do nothing for me or the live crowd it
seems. The post main event stuff helped as the Wyatt Family
are far more interesting heels than the trailer boys.

Results

Big E. Langston b. Aiden English – Big Ending

Emma b. Aksana – Dilemma

Leo Kruger b. Dante Dash – GC3

Bo Dallas b. Mickey Keegan – Belly to belly suplex

Corey Graves/Kassius Ohno b. Scott Dawson/Garrett Dylan –
Lucky 13 to Dylan

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book on the History of Starrcade from Amazon for just $4 at:



On This Day: June 20, 2012 –
NXT: When The Awesome Began
NXT
Date:  June 20, 2012
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Jim Ross, William Regal

It’s FINALLY a new season of this shindig and things are really shaken
up. We’re permanently in Florida now with FCW and NXT merging and I can’t
say I’m complaining a bit. These will now be up on Thursdays instead of
Wednesdays as they only air internationally at the moment, so I have to
wait for the videos to surface online. I don’t know what to expect from
this so let’s get to it.

The opening video is about how each generation has its own stars that
define their era. NXT is about those that strive to make their own
history. Cool video and this looks great so far.

Regal welcomes us to the show in a voiceover. I really like the arena as
there’s a small Titantron which looks like it belongs in a more intimate
setting.

Here’s JR to welcome us to the show. He brings out Dusty Rhodes who
apparently is the new General Manager of NXT. The main event is
McGillicutty vs. Kidd and Dusty is very excited about it. You can say a
lot about Dusty Rhodes and a lot of it is critical, but you can NEVER say
he comes off as bored or dull. The guy always sounds like he cares about
what he’s talking about and that makes a ton of difference.

Video on Bo Dallas which I believe we saw last week. His dad is Mike
Rotunda, more famous as IRS. He talks about smiling all the time and
being ready to go at any time.

We get the Vince Hospital clip from Raw.

Bo Dallas vs. Rick Victor
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Regal and JR are on commentary so I can’t complain there. The crowd
sounds fired up already and I’m really digging this so far. It looks
different from the regular WWE setup whih is a nice change of pace.
Dallas controls with some armdrags to start but Victor chops away in the
corner. Snap powerslam puts Victor down and a spear gets the pin for
Dallas at 2:17. I didn’t see enough of Dallas here to tell what I thought
of him but it wasn’t bad.

Dallas says you just saw his game plan being executed and that this is
just the beginning. He talks about his smile some more. Dallas is only 22
and looks even younger than that, but that’s the point of being in the
minors like this. He has potential at least.

Video on Seth Rollins who talks about being the change we’ve been waiting
for. He debuts next week.

Video on Antonio Cesaro and how awesome he is. He’s The Future and will
also debut next week.

Damien Sandow vs. Jason Jordan

The announcer messes up Sandow’s hometown, calling it Palto Alo. Sandow
does his usual schtick, talking about how this is an unworthy opponent.
Therefore, he won’t be wrestling tonight. No match.

Video on The Ascension, which is a stable I’ve heard a lot of good things
about. They’re standing on a rooftop and say they will rise. There are
only two here instead of the three that I believe they usually have.

Raw ReBound is about John vs. John.

The Ascension vs. Mike Dalton/CJ Parker

Ascension is Conor O’Brien and Kenneth Cameron. Their entrance is pretty
awesome with music that sounds like something out of a thriller movie’s
trailer and blue lighting. They actually look intimidating and above all
else, they look DIFFERENT. That’s been missing so badly on this show as
everyone is just out there in trunks wrestling. Cameron and Parker start
things off and the Ascension controls early. Off to O’Brien who stomps
away on Parker in the corner. Ascension hits rapid fire elbows followed



by a jawbreaker from Cameron into a flapjack by O’Brien for the pin at
1:11. I like what I see again. The finisher is called The Downcast.

Video on Bray Wyatt, more commonly known as Husky Harris. He’s in a small
town in the south and says that it’s time for parents to quit lying to
their children because monsters like him are real. I’ve heard rave
reviews about this character and I think I can see why.

Derrick Bateman is looking for Johnny Curtis in the bathroom where Curtis
is brushing his teeth. They leave the room together and Bateman looks
annoyed. Apparently they’re the main event next week. Curtis washes his
hands on Bateman’s shirt. These two still annoy me.

Tyson Kidd vs. Michael McGillicutty

Kidd works over the arm to start as the fans chant USA. McGillicutty runs
Kidd over and counters an O’Connor Roll, only to have Kidd fire off
kicks. Michael bails to the floor for a breather before locking up in a
test of strength. Kidd climbs the ropes to escape and hooks the armbar
again. Kidd throws him over the top and face first into the apron. That’s
followed by a suicide dive and we take a break.

Back with Tyson stomping McGillicutty down in the corner and hitting a
leg lariat for two. McGillicutty sends him to the apron and hits a knee
lift, followed by an elevated neckbreaker for two. We hit the chinlock
but Kidd gets back up quickly. Kidd hooks a sunset flip but McGillicutty
hits a clothesline to the back of the head for two. McGillicutty puts him
in the Tree of Woe and chokes away.

Kidd gets put in the Tree of Woe again but his baseball slide misses,
giving us his pop’s signature crotch shot into the post. Kidd speeds up
and fires off a bunch of kicks including a dropkick to the side of the
head for two. McGillicutty counters a springboard clothesline with a
dropkick for two.

Kidd comes back with a moonsault press for two. The fans are really
getting into this. Dungeon Lock doesn’t work and McGillicutty hits a
Saito Suplex for two. McGillicutty puts on a half crab which is supposed
to be called a Sharpshooter. The Perfectplex is countered into a small



package for two. Kidd grabs the Dungeon Lock for the tap at 14:07.

Rating: B. These two continue to have some excellent chemistry together.
Their styles mesh just right and they have yet to fail to have a good
match. Kidd is in that weird spot where he’s not going to be able to be a
full time guy on the main rosters but he’s great for something like this.
McGillicutty is about the same but he’s not quite as good. Together
though they’re a solid combination.

Overall Rating: B. For a debut episode, they nailed this one pretty well.
Based on this episode, it’s a great upgrade over what I spent a year
watching. It’s nice to see some fresh faces and above all else, this show
had an energy to it. I want to see more of this and that’s the most
important thing for the first episode of a show like this. Good stuff and
I’m excited about this show.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
book on the History of Starrcade from Amazon for just $4 at:

NXT  –  June  19,  2013:  It’s
Morphing Time!
NXT
Date:  June 19, 2013
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Tom Phillips, Brad Maddox

We’re into the Bo Dallas era on NXT as he won the title from Langston
last week. Due to the title situation the rest of the main stories have
been put on hold for the last few weeks. The only other major story going
on is the Women’s Title tournament which is only halfway through the
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first round. Hopefully things pick up a bit tonight. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of Langston losing the title to Dallas last week.
They treat the title win like a big feel good moment even though the fans
seem to universally hate Dallas.

Welcome Home.

Adrian Neville vs. Bray Wyatt

This is a result of the long feud the Wyatt Family had with
Neville/Oliver Gray over the tag titles as well as Adrian eliminating
Wyatt from the battle royal a few weeks ago. Neville pounds away to start
but a hard shot to the face puts him down. Adrian fights out of the
corner but gets elbowed down for two. Bray sends him to the apron but
charges into a kick to the head, only to have the Wyatt Family break up
the corkscrew shooting star for the DQ at 2:07.

The Family comes in for the beatdown but Kassius Ohno and Corey Graves
come in for the save. Dusty Rhodes comes out to make a six man tag for
the main event.

Dolph Ziggler tells us not to try this at home.

Angelo Dawkins vs. Sami Zayn

This is Angelo’s debut. Dawkins tells Zayn to bring it on but gets caught
in some crisp armdrags to send him into the corner. The powerfully built
Dawkins slams Zayn down and we hit the chinlock. Sami fights up but
Angelo knocks him into the corner with a hard elbow to the face. Dawkins
charges into a leg lariat and Sami climbs the corner for the tornado DDT
to pin Angelo at 2:57. Both guys looked good here.

Video on Leo Kruger who says he isn’t as creepy as people think he is.



He’s lived a peculiar life which has made him an exotic human being.
Everything is about to change.

NXT Women’s Title Tournament First Round: Sasha Banks vs. Summer Rae

Rae gets a quick two off a Russian legsweep as the fans are behind Sasha.
Summer stomps on her in the corner and pulls her to the middle for a two
count. A modified Stroke gets two for Rae before she pulls on Sasha’s
arms and puts her feet on Sasha’s shoulders for a painful looking
submission hold. Banks counters into a rollup for two and the match turns
into a catfight. They slap it out and Sasha hits a Sin Cara style armdrag
out of the corner for two. Summer comes back with a reverse DDT into a
standing legdrop for the pin at 3:32.

Rating: D+. Summer looks great in her outfits but the work in the ring
isn’t nearly as good. Paige carried her to a good match but Sasha isn’t
ready to do something at that kind of level. The match wasn’t horrible
but Summer’s time on offense didn’t look very good at all. You can see
Rae vs. Paige for the title coming though and there’s nothing wrong with
that.

Here are the updated brackets:

Paige

Alicia Fox

Summer Rae

Emma/Aksana

Xavier Woods says we might remember him from episodes such as #151 where
he beat El Local or #155 where he beat El Local. Tonight he makes his
return and a beep of his wrist communicator (same ringtone as the
communicators the Power Rangers used in the old days) says it’s time to



go. “It’s morphing time.”

Xavier Woods vs. Jake Carter

Woods has been gone becoming a Jenga world champion and winning a
Nintendo 64 tournament. He takes Carter down by the arm but gets caught
by a hard shoulder block and a headscissors. Off to an armbar on Carter
as Maddox talks about Woods’ plan to find and marry Topanga from Boy
Meets World. I can’t believe I’ve reached the age where my childhood has
a nostalgia character. Carter fights up and hits a Hennig neck snap for
two. Xavier comes back with a dropkick and the IT’S MORPHING TIME rolling
clothesline before Lost in the Woods (Gail Kim’s Eat Defeat) ends Carter
at 3:10.

Rating: D+. The match was nothing of note but this is the kind of fun
character that is going to appeal to late 20s nerds who miss the 1990s.
Woods has been around before and it’s been long enough that I had
forgotten how much fun a guy like him can be. The match wasn’t all that
great, but the fun carried this.

Sami Zayn says that the match with Dawkins wasn’t impressive. It was a
message for Antonio Cesaro because Zayn wants a rubber match because
Cesaro attacked him after their match last week. Your move Antonio.

Dusty Rhodes comes in to see Sylvester LeFort. Next week Dawkins and
Garrett have a #1 contenders match against Ohno and Graves for a shot at
the Wyatt Family.

We get a video of Bo Dallas shouting in a car, saying that he won’t be at
the show this week because he’s been doing so much stuff since winning
the title. We get photos of him at Disney World like he promised. “Don’t
stop Bo-Leaving!.” He’ll be back next week. This has to be a heel turn.

Langston is back next week as well.



Wyatt Family vs. Kassius Ohno/Adrian Neville/Corey Graves

Harper starts with Graves with Corey going straight at the big man. A
headlock brings Harper to the corner and it’s off to Ohno to pound away.
Harper gets in a right hand and it’s off to Rowan for a slugout. Ohno
comes back with a running boot to the face and it’s back to Adrian. Wyatt
comes in and this a running splash in the corner but Neville counters a
slingshot into a double stomp into Bray’s chest to take over.

Bray punches him down and brings Harper back in but Adrian hooks a quick
hurricanrana to take Luke down. Back to Graves as things stay fast.
Graves goes to the corner and wraps Luke up in a figure four neck lock
over the top rope but gets dragged into the wrong corner as we take a
break. Back with Harper dragging Adrian to the corner for a heavy beating
from Wyatt.

Off to a chinlock on Neville as Bray has a creepy look on his face.
Graves fights up and tries a sunset flip but has to avoid a seated splash
from Wyatt. The hot tag brings in Ohno to face Rowan with the Family
member launching Kassius over the top and out to the floor. It’s back to
Harper for some choking and a hard uppercut. Ohno is down but Harper
would rather stand around than go for a cover. Some elbow drops get two
for Luke and it’s back to Rowan to continue the beating.

A pumphandle backbreaker gets two on Kassius but they ram heads off an
Irish whip and everyone is down. Double tags bring in Bray and Adrian
with Neville cleaning house. A standing shooting star press gets two on
Wyatt followed by a big dive from Neville to take out Rowan, Harper and
Ohno. Back in and Harper pulls Bray away from the Red Arrow (corkscrew
shooting star), allowing Wyatt to pin Adrian at 9:00 shown of 11:30.

Rating: C. The ending was a mess but the rest of the match was a good old
fashioned six man tag. The Family continues to be dominant and follows a
formula similar to the Shield: you can beat then when you split them up
but when you have the team united, they’re nearly unbeatable. Bray looks



awesome at this point though with the looks on his face being very
disturbing when he’s in the ring.

Overall Rating: C+. This is what NXT does better than anything: keep
things moving and don’t spent a ton of time on any given story. We also
got something set up for next week in the #1 contenders tag match and the
returns of Langston and Dallas. Good episode this week with a mix of fun
and action in an entertaining hour.

Results

Adrian Neville b. Bray Wyatt via DQ when the Wyatt Family interfered

Sami Zayn b. Angelo Dawkins – Tornado DDT

Summer Rae b. Sasha Banks – Standing legdrop

Xavier Woods b. Jake Carter – Lost in the Woods

Wyatt Family b. Corey Graves/Kassius Ohno/Adrian Neville

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book on the History of Starrcade from Amazon for just $4 at:

NXT  –  June  12,  2013:  Who
Better Than Langston?
NXT
Date:  June 12, 2013
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: William Regal, Tony Dawson
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It’s a big week here on NXT with Bo Dallas finally getting his title shot
against Big E. Langston. Last week Langston sounded as serious as he ever
has in NXT and the match was well set up. Dallas however still comes off
as a lame imitation of a good heel rather than someone we have a reason
to dislike. Other than that we should get another Women’s Title
tournament match. Let’s get to it.

The opening video recaps the battle royal which earned Dallas his title
shot.

Welcome Home.

Sami Zayn vs. Antonio Cesaro

This is a rematch from Zayn’s debut three weeks ago when he beat Curt
Hawkins and Antonio Cesaro in one night. Cesaro charges to the ring and
runs Zayn over with a clothesline. They head to the floor with Sami being
sent into the barricade before the bell. Sami says he can go so Cesaro
hits a running European uppercut for two as the match officially begins.
Zayn springboards off the bottom rope to jump over Antonio but Cesaro
spinebusts him right back down to stop the comeback.

Sami fights out of a chinlock and gets two off a leg lariat but Cesaro
takes over with some HARD chops in the corner. Back up and Zayn’s
leapfrog is countered into a tilt-a-whirl slam for two as we take a
break. We come back with Cesaro hitting a double stomp to the ribs for a
series of two counts before stomping on Zayn’s fingers. Back to the
chinlock for an extended period before Zayn fights up with a spinning sit
out belly to back suplex into a powerbomb. A big European uppercut and
the gutwrench suplex get two each for Cesaro and the frustration is
setting in.

Cesaro pounds away in the corner but Zayn hooks a bodyscissors to catch
Cesaro off guard. A headscissors sends Antonio to the floor and Sami hits
a big flip dive over the top to take both guys down. Back in and Zayn



dives off the top into another uppercut for two. Cesaro looks for the
Neutralizer but Sami hits a running sunset bomb for two. Zayn tries the
same thing he used to win the first time by rolling through a suplex into
a cradle but Cesaro kicks out at two. Cesaro hooks a hard standing
chinlock which is enough to set up the Neutralizer for the pin on Zayn at
10:00 shown of 13:30.

Rating: B. This was a solid back and forth match which told a good story.
Zayn was trying every speed move he could but Cesaro was too strong and
too skilled to get caught off guard a second time, which makes both guys
look good. A serious Antonio like this could be a big deal in WWE if he
wasn’t fed to every top star on the roster so often. Zayn continues to
look good as well.

Baron Corbin/Travis Tyler vs. Scott Dawson/Garrett Dylan

Sylvester LeFort introduces Dawson and Dylan and again is far more
interesting than the team. Dawson and Tyler start things off with Tyler
grabbing a headlock. Scott takes it to the corner and brings in Dylan to
stomp on Travis in the corner. Dawson and Dylan tag in and out to pound
on Tyler with both guys slamming the back of Tyler’s head into the mat.

The beating continues with Dawson dropping a leg and kicking at Tyler’s
back. Tyler finally gets in a kick to the face and makes the tag off to
Corbin who cleans a few rooms of the house. Corbin hits the ropes and
walks into a spinebuster from Dawson followed by a middle rope ax handle
to the face from Dylan (the combination is called Southern Pride) for the
pin at 4:27.

Rating: D+. Dawson and Dylan aren’t interesting but their in ring work
isn’t horrible. They’re kind of a throwback team reminiscent of the
Andersons in the 80s. The problem though is there’s no reason to care
about them. All we’ve been told is they’re from a trailer park in the
south. In other words, they’re a slightly better Cade and Murdoch, which
doesn’t make them anything to care about.



NXT Women’s Title Tournament First Round: Bayley vs. Alicia Fox

Bayley is innocent enough to offer a handshake but Alicia says no.
Instead Bayley hugs Alicia to freak her out and earn Bayley a whip into
the corner. A quick northern lights suplex gets two for Fox and it’s off
to a chinlock. Fox takes her into the corner for a slap and Bayley goes
NUTS, taking Fox down with a bunch of clotheslines and a knee drop for
two. An exploder suplex gets two on Alicia but she pops back up and hits
an ax kick to pin Bayley at 3:26.

Rating: D+. Bayley looked good and Fox was her usual self, meaning this
wasn’t much to look at. It does help to have a former Divas Champion move
on in the tournament as the eventual winner will look better having
beaten a top level Diva. Not the best match in the world but it did its
job well enough.

Here are the tournament brackets:

Paige

Alicia Fox

Sasha Banks

Summer Rae

Emma

Aksana

We recap Dallas winning the battle royal to earn his title shot tonight.

NXT Title: Big E. Langston vs. Bo Dallas

Langston easily throws Dallas down before leapfrogging over Dallas (you



read that right) and running him over with a shoulder. Bo goes after the
leg and is immediately booed out of the building. The champion is sent to
the floor but comes back in to throw Dallas into the corner to take over.
Langston hits five hard shots to Dallas’ ribs as this is one sided so
far. A big splash hits Dallas and he rolls out to the floor for a
breather.

Back in and Langston tells Bo what a bad decision this was for him.
Another splash misses and Bo fires off some clotheslines to little
effect. Big E. charges into a knee in the corner and Dallas runs the
corner into a bulldog for two. Langston comes back with a belly to belly
and looks to be perfectly fine. Five knees to the chest have Dallas in
trouble and Langston runs him over for good measure. Dallas blocks the
Big Ending and sends Langston into an exposed turnbuckle two times. That
and a belly to belly suplex gives him the belt at 7:46.

Rating: C-. The match was basically a squash for Langston with a surprise
ending. I have no idea what WWE sees in him, but Bo Dallas is the least
interesting guy being pushed to the top of a promotion that I’ve seen in
a very long time. He’s neither a dominating nor a convincing heel and the
fans absolutely hate him. His arrogant attitude due to being on the main
show a few times doesn’t hold up either as several people on NXT have
been around longer than he has. This didn’t work and wasn’t the best way
of getting the title off of Langston.

Dallas says he’s going to Disney World to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. This episode didn’t do much for me. The opening match
was great but everything after that was lame. Dawson, Dylan aren’t guys
that show promise but they’re being pushed pretty hard. Langston will
likely get a rematch but the shine is off of him now. What WWE sees in
Dallas is beyond me, but they’re going to have to push him hard as a heel
in a hurry unless they want the fans to ruin every segment he’s in.

Results



Antonio Cesaro b. Sami Zayn – Neutralizer

Garrett Dylan/Scott Dawson b. Baron Corbin/Travis Tyler – Southern Pride
to Corbin

Alicia Fox b. Bayley – Ax Kick

Bo Dallas b. Big E. Langston – Belly to belly suplex

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book on the History of Starrcade from Amazon for just $4 at:

NXT – June 5, 2013: Serious
Langston Is Awesome
NXT
Date:  June 5, 2013
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Tom Phillips, Brad Maddox

We have a new #1 contender after Bo Dallas won the battle royal last
week, earning him a shot at Big E. Langston’s NXT Title. On top of that
we’ve got Corey Graves/Kassius Ohno continuing their feud with the Wyatt
Family. The big story tonight though is the beginning of the NXT Women’s
Title Tournament to crown the first champion. Let’s get to it.

Welcome Home.

Here’s Jim Ross to host the contract signing between Langston and Dallas.
Both guys come out as we see some exclusive footage of them staring each
other down after the battle royal last week. Langston is in street
clothes which don’t quite suit him. Big E. signs but Dallas has something
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to say. He didn’t like Langston looking down at him last week like a
joke. Since Langston won the NXT Title, he’s moved on to bigger and
better things like hanging out with Dolph Ziggler and debuting at
Wrestlemania.

Dallas thinks he should be doing those kinds of things but he isn’t
because he’s not NXT Champion. He needs to be champion and is about to
sign a contract that could change his life. All he needs are three
seconds to change his life and make history. Dallas goes to sign but
Langston says Dallas isn’t a joke. Langston started to respect Dallas
when he fought Big Show, even though he got knocked out.

Dallas wants to be like Langston but Bo is a geek who probably lives at
home with his mama and never stops smiling no matter what he’s doing. Bo
was talking about three seconds, but Langston will crush his dreams in
five. Dallas signs and walks away. Great stuff here from Langston but
Dallas continues to look and sound like nothing special.

Corey Graves says his match tonight isn’t just about winning the tag
titles but about taking the Wyatt Family down. Bray Wyatt likes to play
mind games, but in Graves’ mind, they’re not playing games. Graves says
he doesn’t like Ohno and doesn’t care what Kassius does in the match
tonight.

NXT Women’s Title Tournament First Round: Tamina vs. Paige

I really like the look of the new belt as it’s very basic but classy
looking. The centerpiece if oval shaped with the letters NXT in the
middle and side plates coming off the centerpiece. Tamina shoves the much
smaller Paige down with ease and chokes her down in the corner. A hair
toss sends Paige flying and it’s off to a chinlock.

A knee drop gets two for Tamina and it’s back to the chinlock. Tamina
slams her down for two more and it’s off to chinlock number three in a
three and a half minute match. Paige fires back with some elbows in the
corner but Tamina hits a superkick to drop Paige again. The Superfly
Splash hits Paige’s knees, giving her a rollup to pin Tamina at 4:20.

Rating: C-. Paige did win, but I’m not sure having her get in a counter



and a rollup for the pin is the best way to go about things here. It’s
hard to imagine Paige not being in the tournament’s final and a win over
a WWE Diva isn’t going to hurt her, but she could have looked much
stronger here with the same result.

Kassius Ohno says his plan of attack is to attack. He’s bringing mayhem
at the Wyatt Family fortress to get at Bray himself. Kassius doesn’t care
what happens to Graves because Graves has proven he can’t handle three
monsters by himself before. Tonight, it’s a war.

Colin Cassidy vs. Mason Ryan

Colin is a big guy who probably stands close to 7’0 tall. Cassidy pounds
away at Ryan but is taken down by a single punch. Mason pounds away in
the corner with right hands and a few headbutts before the Torture Rack
neckbreaker ends Cassidy at 2:00.

Sami Zayn says it was a big deal to beat a WWE Tag Team and US Champion
on the same night and maybe he could do it again. Cesaro comes up and
says that was a cheap win. Zayn says that the only cheap thing that night
was the cheap shot from Cesaro after the match. Cesaro wants a rematch
and Zayn is up for it, as long as Cesaro tells him where he got his sweet
man purse. The brawl is on but referees quickly break it up.

Alex Riley vs. Conor O’Brian

Conor easily runs Alex over a few times to start before throwing him into
a headlock. Riley fights up but his chops get him nowhere. A dropkick
puts O’Brian down and a top rope clothesline gets two but Alex gets
caught by a splash in the corner. O’Brian flapjacks him down and puts
Alex in the Stockade, a kind of seated Octopus Hold for the submission at
2:12. Riley looked good while getting squashed.

Tag Titles: Kassius Ohno/Corey Graves vs. Wyatt Family

Wyatt says he isn’t afraid of snakes or disease or fire. He’s only afraid
of himself but the two guys in the ring aren’t scared enough of him. His
name is Bray Wyatt and he is the eater of worlds. The men behind him are
his brothers but tonight they’re going to give him an introduction of



their own. Ohno starts with Rowan and puts on a cravate to take over.
Erick can’t even slam his way out of the hold so he throws Kassius into
the corner instead.

Off to Graves vs. Harper with Luke carrying him to a neutral corner like
a rag doll. Why you would carry a rag doll to a neutral corner is beyond
me but it’s not the best simile in the world. Graves armdrags his way out
of a hiptoss before it’s back to Ohno to crank on Luke’s arm. It’s back
to Rowan as we take a break. Back with Rowan holding Kassiuh in a cobra
clutch before it’s back to Harper who gets two off an uppercut. Ohno
escapes a powerslam by Erick and takes him down with a jawbreaker.

The hot tag brings in Graves to take out Rowan’s leg with a chop block

but a Harper distraction prevents the 13th Step from going on. Luke kicks
Graves in the head to give Erick a two count before dropping a knee for
two of his own. The Family keeps tagging in and out with Rowan getting
two off a backbreaker. Off to an over the shoulder backbreaker for good
measure (Maddox: “He’s going to break his back!” The name fits the move
if nothing else) before it’s back to Harper who says yeah yeah yeah a
lot.

Graves counters a suplex into a small package for two and a crucifix gets
the same. Harper has a powerbomb countered with a backdrop and it’s off
to Ohno to clean house. Ohno hits a series of forearms to Harper and gets
two off a senton. A Bray Wyatt distraction doesn’t do his Family much
good as Ohno hits a rolling headbutt for two. A clothesline from Graves
sends both he and Rowan to the floor but the distraction allows Wyatt to
blast Ohno in the head. Graves takes out Bray but Harper pins Kassius to
retain at 10:00 shown of 13:00.

Rating: B-. They had me believing something the titles were in jeopardy
at the end which is the right idea for a match like this. This match went
a long way towards strengthening Ohno and Graves in their war with Wyatt
which will definitely continue. The Family looks great in the ring for a
pair of monsters with Harper having a lot of potential after the team
eventually splits up.

Overall Rating: C+. This was a return to form for NXT after last week’s



show. The main event for next week is advanced, we get a tournament match
and a decent tag title match with a few squashes mixed in. What more can
you possibly ask for in a forty five minute show? The title match next
week has a better hype than I was expecting and Langston showed that he
can be serious when he needs to be. Good show this week.

Results

Paige b. Tamina – Rollup

Mason Ryan b. Colin Cassidy – Torture Rack Neckbreaker

Conor O’Brian b. Alex Riley – Stockade

Wyatt Family b. Kassius Ohno/Corey Graves – Rollup to Ohno after
interference from Bray Wyatt

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book on the History of Starrcade from Amazon for just $4 at:

On This Day: June 1, 2010 –
NXT: This Is The Future
NXT
Date:  June 1, 2010
Location: American Airlines Center, Dallas, Texas
Commentators: Michael Cole, Josh Matthews

We come at last to the grand finale and the last episode of
NXT that I haven’t reviewed yet. I’m kind of excited for this
as the ending of the first one had me very interested indeed.
Anyway, the finalists are Justin Gabriel, Wade Barrett and
David Otunga. Otunga is probably the weakest one but maybe I’m
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wrong. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of the entire season which is always cool
to see. The first season of this show was actually pretty
good. This show is live for once.

Striker points out the previously eliminated rookies who are
here tonight. Here are the Pros as we’re filling in a lot of
time here. Now we bring out the finalists. There will be two
eliminations tonight and up first it’s a triple threat match!

Before that though we need to introduce some rookies for next
season! First up is Husky Harris who is a third generation
star. His pro is Cody Rhodes. He isn’t Dashing yet. Maybe just
jogging lightly at this point.

Monday is Viewer’s Choice Raw.

Another Pro is John Morrison who has Eli Cottonwood who is
kind of odd.

Justin Gabriel vs. Wade Barrett vs. David Otunga

 

We’ve got elimination rules here too just to make it awesome.
Finally we get going after 9000 announcements. Barrett gets
sent to the floor early as Otunga beats on Gabriel. Wade back
in now as Gabriel hits the floor. We’re told that in the
second season of NXT there will be a 50/50 split between the
Pros and the fans which is important. Otunga vs. Gabriel at
the moment.

Really bad powerslam puts Gabriel down. Barrett can’t stay in
the ring here for too long which is kind of funny. Gabriel
puts Otunga down and gets the 450 but Wade pulls him out to
get the pin on Otunga instead. We take a break as we’re down
to one on one. Back with Gabriel breaking up an armbar on the
mat. Off to an abdominal stretch by Barrett. He’s working on



the ribs so that the 450 is less of a weapon. Wouldn’t the
knee be smarter then?

If nothing else this is a rematch from last week which is kind
of good for some reason. Gabriel gets some nice kicks and a
cross body for two. Wasteland is countered into a sunset flip
for two. Gabriel gets him down and it’s 450 time again. SICK
counter as Gabriel lands on the knees of Barrett. That looked
incredible. Small package is academic for Barrett.

Rating:  B-.  This  wasn’t  bad  at  all  from  an  in  ring
perspective, but the idea here was that Barrett looks good.
That’s exactly what was supposed to happen here and it worked
perfectly well. Fun match and it’s cool to see them all in the
ring at once in straight competition. This worked exactly like
it was supposed to so I can’t complain.

The Pros are getting ready for the new Poll.

MVP introduces Percy Watson who likes to party. I didn’t like
the idea of Watson at first but he had insane charisma and was
definitely someone that caught my attention which was very
good.

Zach Ryder introduces Titus O’Neil who really wasn’t all that
bad I didn’t think.

The  rookies  are  in  the  ring  so  it’s  time  for  the  first
elimination. First though we’re going to hear the predictions
of the eliminated rookies. Tarver says himself. Yeah he was a
bit out there. Bryan says Otunga can’t wrestle and Gabriel
can’t talk so Barrett should win. Sheffield says he doesn’t
care.  Young  says  Barrett  should  win  because  he’s  strong
mentally and physically. Slater says Barrett due to what he’s
proven tonight.

Time for the poll.

1. Wade Barrett. No shock at all.



2. David Otunga

3. Justin Gabriel

REALLY disagree here as Otunga had nothing but a celebrity
wife going for him. Gabriel had a very flashy finisher going
for him which was something that would make me want to stop
and see what that was. He says he’ll be back like almost
everyone else has said. Matt says Justin is like him. Oh dang
he’s screwed.

Laycool have Kaval. Let the internet explode.

Mark  Henry  has  Lucky  Cannon.  Henry  is  somehow  the  more
talented one. It sounded like Cole gave Lucky a first name
which sounded like Jesson or Jason.

One last rookie showdown as both get 60 seconds to tell the
other why they should be gone. Otunga says Barrett is ugly. He
makes fun of Barrett’s physique so Wade does a mini-pec dance.
Basically Otunga says he’s more charismatic which is pretty
much true.

Barrett says he’s ugly because he’s a fighter. Barrett says
Otunga has the IT factor because there’s nothing else that
Otunga has going for him. Wade was definitely more insulting
here but made better points I think. The final Pro’s Poll is
next.

Kofi Kingston is a Pro and has Michael McGillicutty who was my
favorite from last season.

It’s time for the announcement of the winner, but Miz has
something to say. He’ll be back as a Pro next week with his
rookie Alex Riley. Riley talks about how awesome he is for a
bit.

We delay the vote again as the Pros get into an argument.
Regal  thinks  it’s  over  before  the  announcement  and
congratulates  Jericho  and  Barrett.  He  asks  anyone  to  do



something about it so Truth does his stupid dance. Christian
says sit down because he hasn’t won a match in a year. Punk
leaves. Jericho tries to calm Regal down but says that Barrett
is winning because of Jericho, not because of Barrett’s own
talents. Regal says he’s always like Jericho’s two moves. This
is hilarious stuff so Striker cuts us off.

Naturally Barrett wins as he certainly should have. Otunga
says he’s the real star and thinks he’s being Punk’d. Barrett
says he told you so which he did. He warns the Pros that this
is the beginning of a new era and talks about the Winds of
Change. Is Wade Barrett an Obama fan?

Overall Rating: B. This was a good way to close out the
season. The match was good and more importantly: the right man
won. Barrett dominated the entire season and other than Bryan
has been the best since, which granted no one knew going into
the  show.  Anyway,  this  was  a  good  finale  and  I  remember
enjoying it as I watched it live. Good stuff indeed and this
set up the following Monday, which was the Nexus.

So that’s the last of NXT. We’re most of the way done with
Season 4 as I’m writing this and the first season is still by
far and away the best. The talent was there, the intrigue was
there, the challenges are far more interesting and the drama
worked. Also the poll was a nice touch. Either way, this was
good stuff and it worked better than anything else they’ve
done yet. Check these shows out as for the most part they’re
rather entertaining.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book on the History of Starrcade from Amazon at:



NXT – May 29, 2013: The Low
Point So Far
NXT
Date:  May 29, 2013
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Tom Phillips, Brad Maddox

Tonight we have some main event stuff to get to as it’s time for the #1
contenders battle royal, with the winner getting a shot at Langston at
some point in the future. Other than that it’s hard to say what we’ll get
which is one of the most interesting parts of a show like NXT. Odds are
everyone will be in the battle royal with some working other matches
tonight. Let’s get to it.

Welcome Home.

Wyatt Family vs. Travis Tyler/Sawyer Fulton

Non-title. There’s something very wrong about the Family having Twitter
handles. Sawyer and Harper get things going with Lke running over Fulton
like one half of a monster tag team running over a jobber in a squash
match. Off to Rowan who pounds away in the corner with a headbutt and a
chop before it’s back to Harper for more chops. Tom says that the tag is
off to Fulton, making me think he has no idea which is which. Not that it
really matters as Harper charges at Fulton in the corner and the discus
lariat is good for the pin at 2:30.

Here’s Stephanie McMahon (in a studio) for a big announcement. She says
that there will be a tournament to crown the first NXT Divas Champion.
The tournament starts next week.

Emma vs. Audrey Marie
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I can’t believe I’m saying this but I’m warming up to the dancing. Why
this isn’t a first round tournament match is beyond me but the more
interesting part is the crowd going NUTS for Emma. She wants her music
started again after the bell rings for more dancing but Audrey smacks her
in the face. More dancing ensues but Emma gets two off a sunset flip. A
bad looking gutwrench suplex gets two for Marie and they trade some
backslides for two each. Emma even busts out a Tarantula, called the
Dilemma. Emma hits a slingshot to set up a bridging Indian Deathlock
(complete with dancing as she bends back) for the win at 2:52.

Scott Dawson and Garrett Dylan are in the back but their loud and
annoying manager with a French accent. The manager isn’t named but it
might be that Enzo Amore guy from last week.

Scott Dawson/Garrett Dylan vs. Brandon Traven/Jake Carter

Apparently the manager is named Sylvester LeFort. Dawson and Dylan look
like Lance Cade and Trevor Murdoch. Apparently LeFort is an eccentric
French investor who travels the world looking for interesting business
opportunities. That’s not one you hear everyday. Carter pounds away on
Dawson in the corner to start but Scott sends him out to the floor to
take over. A few knee drops get two before it’s off to Dylan.

Garrett hooks a chinlock on Carter for a bit as Maddox describes Dawson
as someone who likely doesn’t flush. I’m not touching that one. Anyway
Carter fights out and crawls between Dylan’s legs for the tag to Traven
who is almost immediately clotheslined down. Dawson hits a spinebuster
followed by a middle rope ax handle to a laid out Traven for the pin at
4:04.

Rating: D+. Not much here and I’m not all that wild on Dylan and Dawson.
The manager has some potential but two good old boys (Maddox’s words)
aren’t going to make me all that interested. They’re trying here, but
guys named Garrett and Scott don’t really sounds all that intimidating
you know?



Big E. Langston vs. Derrick Bateman

Bateman has a haircut which makes him look even more bland if that’s
possible. Langston doesn’t have the I’m A Soldier part at the beginning
of his music now. Bateman jumps Big E. to start but gets shoved down and
thrown into the air to put him back down. Langston runs him over and the
Big Ending ends Derrick at 58 seconds.

Another Big Ending sets up the five count post match.

The Raw ReBound is about the main event between Cena and Axel.

Next week it’s Ohno/Graves vs. the Wyatt Family.

Langston is on commentary for the battle royal. This should be awesome.

Battle Royal

Corey Graves, Sami Zayn, Bray Wyatt, Yoshi Tatsu, Kassius Ohno, Bo
Dallas, Adrian Neville, Mason Ryan, Sakamoto, Briley Pierce, Alexander
Rusev, Curt Hawkins, Knuckles Nelson, Baron Corbin, Aiden English, Conor
O’Brien, Dante Dash, Mojo Rawley

I think I’ve got everyone in this listed. Ryan throws out Sakamoto and
Pierce with ease and sends out Curt Hawkins and Alexander Rusev for good
measure. Ohno and Wyatt keep brawling as everyone goes after Ryan. He
throws them all off and screams a lot as Corbin and Nelson are tossed
out. Rawley and Tatsu are out as is Dash.

English goes after Ryan and is thrown out with Zayn being thrown on top
of them. Ryan has eliminated every single person so far and we’re barely
two minutes into this. Mason loads up a powerbomb but Neville ranas him
out to the floor. We’re down to Neville, Ohno, Wyatt, Dallas, O’Brien and
Graves as we take a break. Back with Wyatt squaring off with O’Brien and



Bray being kicked through the ropes very quickly, meaning he’s not
eliminated.

Ohno knees Conor in the head and teams up with Graves to dump him out.
Bray dumps Ohno and Graves at the same time, leaving us with three guys.
Wyatt pounds on both guys in opposite corners and hits Sister Abigail on
Dallas. Neville comes back with an enziguri and knocks Wyatt out before
low bridging Dallas but the feet don’t touch.

Dallas sends Neville over the top but only one foot touches. Both guys
get back in but Neville is backdropped to the apron. Dallas charges into
a kick to the head to knock him down, but the Red Arrow hits Dallas’
knees. Neville is thrown out to give Dallas the win at 7:23 shown of
9:53.

Rating: D+. No matter how much fans loathe him, WWE has decided that Bo
Dallas will be pushed to the moon in NXT and there’s nothing we can do
about it. Maybe the teased heel turn will help him, but at this point a
Dallas push does nothing to excite me at all. The fans didn’t react at
all to him winning either, which is something you never see in NXT. Other
than that, the only thing of note here was Ryan but it’s not like he’s
going anywhere anytime soon.

Overall Rating: D+. This was probably the worst episode they’ve had in
Florida. It was a night of squashes and a lame battle royal with a winner
that isn’t the most popular guy in the world. The most interesting thing
here though is the Divas Title tournament next week. Can you imagine Cole
reminding us to be back next week for a Divas Title match? Dawson
announced it here and it worked fine. Not an entertaining show tonight by
any stretch.

Results

Wyatt Family b. Travis Tyler/Sawyer Fulton – Discus Lariat to Fulton

Emma b. Audrey Marie – Emma Lock



Scott Dawson/Garrett Dylan b. Brandon Traven/Jake Carter – Ax handle to
Traven

Big E. Langston b. Derrick Bateman – Big Ending

Bo Dallas won a battle royal, last eliminating Adrian Neville

Remember to follow me on Twitter @Kbreviews and pick up my new
book on the History of Starrcade from Amazon at:

On This Day: May 25, 2010 –
NXT: To The Final Three
NXT
Date:  May 25, 2010
Location: Quicken Loans Arena, Cleveland, Ohio
Commentators: Josh Matthews, Michael Cole

 

It’s the next to last episode and we get down to the final three tonight.
This should be good as all four are good guys, and yes that includes
Slater. Either way this should work for the most part. I’m half asleep at
this point so I might be a bit off here. Let’s get to it.

 

We open with recaps of Tarver and Bryan going home, including part of
Bryan’s rant. Ah make that we recap all of the eliminations.

 

Striker brings out the Pros to start the show. Punk was shaved at Over
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the Limit so he’s not here. Truth is the new US Champion. I think Miz had
it back by next week if not a bit after that. Now it’s time for the
rookies to come out. Next week is the finale and this is the rookies’
chance to tell the fans why they should win.

 

Barrett says Gabriel isn’t a man, Otunga is like Benny Hill and the
Ginger Ninja should leave because of his hair. Gabriel says Otunga should
go because he’s bad in the ring. Otunga says Gabriel who is a glorified
gymnast that can’t talk. Slater says Barrett because his nose is crooked.
Nice knowing you Heath. Striker says it’s time to express yourselves
physically so here we go.

 

Heath Slater/Christian vs. R-Truth/David Otunga

 

Slater vs. Truth to start us off here. Slater uses speed to start and
it’s off to Otunga. I keep expecting to hear 12 Stones start us when
they’re in there now. Christian vs. Otunga now. Pro vs. Pro now as Truth
kicks Christian’s head off. Truth won the title as Bret Hart vacated the
title due to being named GM. Chinlock by Otunga to Christian now.

 

Jumping back elbow takes Otunga down and it’s off to Slater again.
Running dropkick to Otunga who was sitting in the corner. Neckbreaker
gets two. Slater goes up and comes off with a cross body but Otunga rolls
through for a rather abrupt ending. Not like they haad anything going but
it was abrupt.

 

Rating: D+. Pretty weak match here as neither rookie had anything going
at all here. Slater was a guy I liked back in this season but he slowed
down a lot towards the end. Anyway this was pretty weak and was just to
get the guys in the ring. The problem is the better two rookies were in



the other match. Pretty weak but not horrible.

 

Daniel Bryan is up next.

 

Back  with  Cole  in  the  ring  with  security.  We  see  a  clip  of  the
rant/beatdown last week.Cole says either he apologizes or Cole will sue
him. Bryan says he’ll apologize and there’s no need for the security. The
security leaves and Bryan shakes his hand. Bryan goes off on him and they
get into a shouting match with Bryan saying he’s awesome and Cole says
stop blaming anyone but himself. Cole actually gets some very solid
points in here. He says Bryan has no heart and Bryan lunges into
security. Bryan gets at Cole eventually though and it’s on all over
again. Miz gets on Bryan as he leaves and there’s another brawl!

 

Back and Striker takes over for Cole on commentary.

 

Wade Barrett vs. Justin Gabriel

 

This should be good. Barrett is the dominant best at this point so this
shouldn’t be much of a problem for him. Jericho yells at the announcers
about Barrett. Jericho: “ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT BARRETT?” Josh: “Yes!”
Jericho: “WELL DO IT MORE!” Big boot takes Gabriel down. Gabriel speeds
things up and takes him down with kicks and a Roaring Elbow. Springboard
cross body gets two. A Sunset Bomb out of the corner sets up the 450 for
the totally clean pin. I’m rather surprised by that actually, which is
sad as I’ve seen it before.

 

Rating: C+. Not terrible here but it didn’t have much time to get going.
Gabriel getting a win there is a good thing as it gives him momentum



going  into  the  final  week  of  the  show.  Barrett  losing  is  rather
surprising also but either way this was fun. Good little match but
nothing great given the very limited time they had.

 

American Bang who does the theme song for NXT, is here.

 

Raw ReBound wastes some time.

 

It’s Pro’s Poll time.

 

1. Barrett

2. David Otunga

 

Down to the future tag champions and to the shock of no one, Slater is
gone. Was there ever any doubt really? Christian says the deck was
stacked against him but he has a big future. Miz says Slater never gave
us everything he had. Truth says Slater did nothing wrong. Jericho would
rather talk about Barrett. There’s no difference to who got eliminated
tonight because Barrett is winning anyway. Barrett can’t be losing like
this again though. That’s something a coach would say. Slater talks about
his accomplishments and mainly beating Jericho clean. The Encore is
coming though. Not a bad go away speech.

 

Overall Rating: C. Not bad here but this was really just a setup to get
to the final show of the season with the clear three best. Not a bad show
but there was little point to it. We knew Slater was last so they at
least got that right. Decent show but now it’s time for the final, which
is what we’re getting to next. Not bad, but kind of a throwaway show.



 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
book on the History of the WWE Championship from Amazon for
just $5 at:

 


