Smackdown — June 30, 2023:
Just Don’t Screw It Up

Smackdown

Date: June 30, 2023

Location: 02 Arena, London, England
Commentators: Michael Cole, Wade Barrett

We are less than a day away from Money In The Bank and that
means it is time for the final push towards a pair of ladder
matches and a Bloodline Civil War. That should make for a safe
but secure night, though Charlotte is challenging for the
Women'’s Title, which could go bad in a hurry. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week'’'s results if you need a recap.

Here’'s a preview of what’s coming tonight.

Tag Team Titles: Kevin Owens/Sami Zayn vs. Pretty Deadly

Home country boys Pretty Deadly are challenging. Sami cranks
on Wilson’s arm to start and armdrags him into an armbar.
Prince gets in a cheap shot from the apron though and Wilson
gets to choke away on the ropes like a cowardly villain
should. We take a break and come back with Sami caught in a
chinlock and Prince cutting off a tag attempt. Granted the
save lasts all of three seconds before Sami gets to Owens
anyway, meaning house can be quickly cleaned.

The backsplash crushes Wilson on the floor and there’s a
Cannonball to Prince back inside. The Swanton hits Prince for
two but Owens is favoring his leg/ankle. Owens can’t hit the
Stunner and the leg gives out, allowing Prince to go after the
leg. An assisted Codebreaker sets up Spilled Milk for two,
with Sami having to make the save. It’s right back to Sami to
pick up the pace, including a Blue Thunder Bomb for two.
Wilson’s rollup gets two on Sami but he exploders Wilson into
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the corner. Owens drops Prince and the Helluva Kick retains
the titles at 11:12.

Rating: C+. Well what else were you expecting here? Pretty
Deadly are the kind of team who can steal the win over beaten
down opponents, but they’re not taking the titles from a team
who won them in the main event of Wrestlemania. Owens and Zayn
had to work to retain, but this wasn’t exactly a stunning come
from behind win. Nice opener though, as the fans are starting
off hot.

We recap Sheamus vs. Solo Sikoa last week.

Ridge Holland wants Sikoa but gets a Championship Contenders
match against Austin Theory instead. Works for Holland.

Austin Theory vs. Ridge Holland

Non-title but if Holland wins, he’s in the title hunt. Theory
takes him into the corner to start but a shoulder to the ribs
is countered into a swinging front facelock (the Yorkshire
Merry Go Round) for two. Another shot puts Holland back down
but Theory spends too much time talking. That means Holland
can fight up with a suplex, only to have Theory slip out of a
powerslam. A shot to the throat and a throat ram into the top
rope sets up Theory'’s rolling dropkick to finish Holland at
2:53. Bad start for the Brits on this show.

Post match the beatdown stays on but Sheamus runs out for the
save.

Karrion Kross, with Scarlett, promises to checkmate AJ Styles
next week.

Long video, complete with awesome voiceover, on the Bloodline
Civil War. As usual, this is what WWE does really, really
well.

Bayley vs. Shotzi




Bayley’s Money In The Bank ladder match spot is on the line
and she has Iyo Sky in her corner. Bayley gets caught with a
reverse Sling Blade to start as the fans sing about Bayley
being their girl. The Bayley To Belly gets two but Shotzi is
right back with a DDT for a breather. An enziguri misses for
Shotzi but she’s fine enough for the reverse Cannonball. Sky
puts Bayley’s foot on the rope, which 1is enough of a
distraction for Bayley to rake the eyes. The Rose Plant
secures Bayley’s spot at 3:32.

Rating: C. I'm not sure how what the point was if Bayley was
going to win this quickly, but at least they went with
something involving a story over the “building momentum”
nonsense. Shotzi continues to be rather energized but she
hasn’t ever really gotten over the hump. That might change
some day in the future, though getting over said hump might
need a little more than a tank.

Video on the men’s Money In The Bank ladder match.

Shotzi goes after Bayley and Iyo Sky in the back and gets put
through a table. They throw in a hair cut for inconvenience as
well.

It's time for the Grayson Waller Effect and Waller wastes no
time in bringing out his guest: Logan Paul. Waller gets to the
point again, by asking what winning the briefcase would mean.
Paul says it would mean a lot in London because being the
champ is the ultimate goal. Maybe he cashes in tomorrow, or
maybe he just hits LA Knight with the briefcase.

Cue Knight and my goodness the reactions continue (with
commentary flat out saying the fans love him). Knight knows
Paul can go viral but he’s in the middle of Knight’'s ring.
Paul says he sees someone who was supposed to be a manager but
Knight tells him to listen to the fans. Paul to the fans:
“You’re drunk. Go home.” Cue Santos Escobar to say he needs
the briefcase but now it’s Butch to interrupt and the fight 1is



on fast.

Butch vs. LA Knight vs. Santos Escobar

Joined in progress with Knight stomping on Butch in the corner
and Logan Paul at ringside. Butch misses the big kick to
Knight, who drops him down HARD instead. Escobar sends them
into the corner for a running knee and Knight has to make a
save. Knight loads up the spelling elbow but Butch breaks it
up and hits the Bitter End to pin Escobar at 3:30.

Rating: C+. It was energetic and done in a hurry, as something
like this should have been. Butch is about as long of a shot
as you can get to win the briefcase tomorrow but points for at
least throwing him the tiniest of bones here. Knight and Paul
have to be the heavy favorites, but Money In The Bank is the
definition of anything could happen. For now, Butch gets a
nice win, which will mean all of nothing tomorrow.

Post match Butch gets to pull down the briefcase.

AJ Styles is down to face Karrion Kross and has Michin to deal
with Scarlett.

Smackdown Women'’s Title: Asuka vs. Charlotte

Charlotte is challenging and Bianca Belair is sitting in the
front row. Asuka cuts off a charge with some knees to the face
for two, followed by a Backstabber as we take an early break.
Back with Charlotte’s moonsault missing but the spear
connecting for two. Asuka bails to the floor where the
moonsault in her general vicinity puts her down again.
Charlotte accidentally drops Belair with a big boot, which 1is
enough to draw Belair over the barricade to go after Asuka
(smart) for the DQ at 8:38.

Rating: C+. It was nice while it lasted but this was all about
keeping the story going. I'm sure Charlotte will get to whine
about how unfair everything has been to her as the triple



threat is set for some point in the future. For now though, it
was a hard hitting match that served its purpose.

Post match Belair stays on Asuka but gets dropped by
Charlotte. Back up and Belair takes them both out and stacks
them up on the announcers’ table.

Money In The Bank rundown. Cody Rhodes vs. Dominik Mysterio 1is
set for the main event.

Here is the Bloodline to wrap things up. Roman Reigns says for
the last two or so years, he has allowed the Usos to call
themselves the ones. The truth is that Reigns is the only one
because he is the Tribal Chief. He is the only one who loves
the Usos and lifted them into the promised land.

The fans say Reigns sucks but he says family betraying you 1is
what really sucks. A good father, or Tribal Chief, will give
his family chance after chance, but now they need to come out
here and bow down in apology. Cue the Usos to say this is
about consequences, like the ones that hit Reigns if he loses.
When Reigns loses the war tomorrow, he’'s the only one out.
There will be a new Tribal Chief and that would be....Solo
Sikoa!

Reigns cracks up in laughter but gets a look, which earns the
Usos some yelling. Jey and Reigns yell at each other until
Jimmy superkicks Reigns. Sikoa gets taken down and the big
fight is on, with security being taken out as Jimmy hits a big
dive to wrap things up. This feud has been built up for years
now and this was just one last “here’s the next big step” for
tomorrow.

Overall Rating: C+. The final show before Money In The Bank is
always a weird one as the show is set and there isn’t much to
do. This show offered a pair of title matches to fill in the
time and they worked well enough, but the ladder matches and
the Bloodline stuff is what matters most. Neither had much to
add, but tomorrow is ready to launch. As usual, this was more



about “don’t screw anything up” and they managed to avoid that
problem just fine.

Results

Kevin Owens/Sami Zayn b. Pretty Deadly — Helluva Kick to
Wilson

Austin Theory b. Ridge Holland — Rolling dropkick

Bayley b. Shotzi — Rose Plant

Butch b. Santos Escobar and LA Knight — Bitter End to Escobar
Asuka b. Charlotte via DQ when Bianca Belair interfered

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Smackdown — June 23, 2023:
Travel Week

Smackdown
Date: June 23, 2023
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Commentators: Michael Cole, Wade Barrett

We are in a new reality this week as the Usos superkicked
Roman Reigns last week to officially break away from the
Bloodline. That has set up a huge tag match next week at Money
In The Bank, which very well may headline the show. Other than
that, we need to finish up the build for Money In The Bank and
unify the Women’'s Tag Team Titles this week so let’s get to
it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of the Usos turning on the Bloodline last
week to an insane reaction.

Here are the Usos to say the Bloo...the USOS are in your city!
Jey is very emotional about what happened and says they always
have each other’s back. That has Jimmy saying Jey made the
absolute right choice. Jey says they still love Roman Reigns
but he disrespected them. It’'s always about respect and when
they fell in line, the Bloodline was the most dominant faction
in WWE. But when Reigns started showing how little he
respected them, it was time for him to be alone on the Island
of Relevancy.

They can always forgive their brother Solo Sikoa, but not so
much with a snake like Paul Heyman. He has spent years talking
about how much he loves their family, but then how could he
take orders from someone who would cause this many problems
between them? Now it’s time for the Bloodline Civil War and
the Usos are ready to show why they’re the best ever. Fired up
promo here, and the fans were WAY into the team.

LA Knight vs. Rey Mysterio

Knight sends him hard into the corner to start and hits a
slingshot shoulder for two. As we hear about Wade Barrett
picking out Rey’s gear tonight (ok then), Rey hammers away and
hits a quick 619. It’'s too early for the frog splash so Rey
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baseball slides him to the floor instead. There’s the sliding
splash and we take a break with Knight in trouble. Back with
Knight face planting Mysterio and hitting his jumping elbow
for two. Rey’s tornado DDT cuts Knight off but Knight pulls
him out of the air and hits Blunt Force Trauma for the pin at
8:30.

Rating: C. They kept this short but the only thing that
matters is getting Knight another win. Knight feels like he is
on the brink of a huge breakthrough moment and that might come
at Money In The Bank. For now though, it is nice to see him
winning some matches, including what might be the biggest win
of his WWE career so far.

Post match Knight goes for the mask but Santos Escobar makes
the save.

Ridge Holland runs into Solo Sikoa and Paul Heyman in the
back. That’s not nice for Sikoa, who Samoan Spikes him down,
leaving Heyman to call Roman Reigns.

Post break, Sheamus tells Adam Pearce to give him Sikoa
tonight.

Cue Sheamus in the arena to say he wants to fight Sikoa
tonight.

Women’'s Tag Team Titles/NXT Women's Tag Team Titles: Ronda
Rousey/Shayna Baszler vs. Isla Dawn/Alba Fyre

For the unified titles and Raquel Rodriguez is at ringside.
Dawn superkicks Baszler down for a fast two to start so Rousey
demands she come in instead. Rousey judo throws Dawn down but
gets kicked in the face to break up the armbar. Fyre hits a
running Meteora for two and kicks Rousey’s leg out. Baszler
offers a distraction though and Rousey plants Fyre down with a
poisonrana as we take a break.

Back with Fyre breaking out of an ankle lock but Baszler comes



in to knee her in the face. Fyre kicks her away though and the
hot tag brings in Dawn to clean house. The Kirifuda Clutch
goes on but Dawn breaks it up with a Swanton. Fyre takes
Rousey out at ringside but Rousey and Baszler grab the
Clutch/armbar for the stereo taps at 9:49.

Rating: C+. This was a weird one as Dawn and Fyre dominated
until they got pulled into the holds out of nowhere. What
matters here though 1is getting rid of the NXT version of the
titles, which never really needed to exist in the first place.
Having the champs go to all three brands is the best option
and now we should be in for something fascinating: Ronda
Rousey in NXT.

Post match Rodriguez goes to leave but gets called back in.
Rodriguez is here to issue a challenge for a rematch, because
Liv Morgan is back.

It’s time for the Grayson Waller Effect with special guests
Pretty Deadly. They love the show, which is SO much better
than the KO Show. After insulting America, Pretty Deadly talks
about how they’re looking forward to winning the titles in the
greatest city in the world next week. They'’re taking this
pretty deadly seriously and promise to be running the tag team
division for the next ten years. They talk about dominating
the gauntlet match last week, even though they weren’t sure
they could keep going. We hear about the teams they beat so
here are the Street Profits to interrupt. They’'re here on
Smackdown too so let’s do this.

Street Profits vs. Pretty Deadly

Dawkins beats on Wilson to start as we hear about Pretty
Deadly being voted some of the most beautiful people in
England. Prince comes in and gets punched out of the air,
allowing Ford to come in for some dropkicks. Hold on though as
Ford takes off...whatever Prince wears and puts it on before
the Profits hit stereo flip dives.



We take a break and come back with Ford fighting out of
trouble, allowing Dawkins to come in with the Anointment for
two as Prince has to make the save. Wilson is sent outside and
Ford hits a Rock Bottom for two on Prince. Ford is knocked off
the apron, leaving Prince to grab a rollup (with Wilson
grabbing the foot) for the pin at 8:58.

Rating: C. Pretty Deadly are already becoming what made them
work in NXT and NXT UK: the pesky team that you know shouldn’t
be winning these matches but sneak up on you to steal one win
after another. They’'re so good with their goofiness and don’t
try to be anything remotely serious. That makes for a very
entertaining presentation, including as the Profits continue
to crumble week after week.

Charlotte vs. Lacey Evans

Charlotte chops away to start but gets sent into the corner
for her efforts. Evans orders the fans to salute her but
Charlotte takes over, demands a salute of her own, and grabs a
suplex. The Tranquilo pose sets up a big boot and the Figure
Eight to make Evans tap at 2:30. So Charlotte was the good one
here? Am I getting that right?

Post match Asuka runs in to jump Charlotte and throws in a
salute to Evans.

Bianca Belair comes in to see Adam Pearce, who asks if she’ll
behave next week when she’s ringside for Charlotte vs. Asuka.
Belair says she’ll defend herself if someone comes after her,
which is why Pearce is barring her from ringside. Believe it
or not, she isn’t pleased.

Here’'s what’'s coming on various shows, including Roman Reigns
returning next week.

Solo Sikoa vs. Sheamus

Paul Heyman is here with Sikoa. They slug it out in the corner



to start until Sheamus kicks him to the floor for a
clothesline. Back in and Sheamus hits a top rope shot to the
head for one but the forearms to the chest are broken up.
Sikoa fights out of a fireman’s carry on the apron though and
posts Sheamus, setting up a Samoan drop on the floor as we
take a break.

Back with Sheamus clotheslining his way out of trouble,
followed by the Irish Curse. Sheamus back is banged up but
he’s fine enough to hit the forearms to Sikoa’s chest. The
running knee to the face gives Sheamus two and White Noise is
good for the same. The back gives out on the Celtic Cross
attempt though and Sikoa kicks him in the back. They go the
floor for a release Rock Bottom onto the announcers’ table to
leave Sheamus laying. Sikoa puts Sheamus against the
barricade, meaning it’'s the Umaga Attack to knock him silly.
The referee calls it at 14:27 when Sheamus can’t continue.

Rating: B. Sheamus s firmly in the “you know what you’re going
to get” and that was on display here. Sheamus is a big, power
guy who 1is going to hit someone hard enough to give them a
problem. At the same time, the ending made Sikoa look like a
killer and the Usos might have bitten off more than they can
chew. Good match here, as they had a hard hitting fight.

Post match the Usos come out and superkick Sikoa a few times.
The stereo Superfly Splashes connect as Heyman calls Roman
Reigns to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. Last week was the show that really
mattered and this week’s show was more along the lines of
“save it for London next week”. Reigns wasn’t here but his
presence was felt, as Heyman was rapidly losing control and
only Reigns can save things. We’ll have to see if he can do
it, but the cracks are already there and things are falling
apart. Other than that, the title change and Morgan return
mattered the most, but now we’'re just waiting or the pay per
view next week, which is the next big step in everything.



Completely watchable show, but there wasn’t much in the way of
big stuff.

Results

LA Knight b. Rey Mysterio — Samoan Spike

Ronda Rousey/Shayna Baszler b. Isla Dawn/Alba Fyre — Double
submission

Pretty Deadly b. Street Profits — Assisted rollup to Ford
Charlotte b. Lacey Evans — Figure Eight

Solo Sikoa b. Sheamus via referee stoppage

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Smackdown — June 16, 2023:
The Dandy Highwaymen, A
Decision, And Happy Birthday
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Mama KB

Smackdown

Date: June 16, 2023

Location: Rupp Arena, Lexington, Kentucky
Commentators: Michael Cole, Wade Barrett

Now stop me if you’ve heard this one before, but it’'s time for
Jey Uso to make a choice. This time around, Roman Reigns is 1in
the house and wants Jey to decide if he’'s with the Bloodline
or if he’s with his brother Jimmy. Other than that, we have
some Money in the Bank momentum building to do so let’s get to
it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

I was in the arena for this show, sitting in the upper deck on
the right side of the stage.

We open with a recap of last week, with Jey Uso being left
conflicted over which side to choose. More on this later.

The Bloodline arrives and no one will talk about Jey Uso.

Tag Team Gauntlet Match

The winners get a Tag Team Title shot in two weeks. The Street
Profits are in at #1 and the Brawling Brutes are in at #2 to
get things going. Ford dropkicks Sheamus down to start as
Pretty Deadly is not impressed on the floor. A tilt-a-whirl
backbreaker puts Ford in trouble for a change and it’s off to
Holland for a swinging front facelock (ow). Back up and a
jumping enziguri drops Holland and a diving tag brings Dawkins
back in (despite a dive not being necessary). A blind tag
brings Sheamus back in though and it’s a Brogue Kick to finish
Dawkins at 2:32.

The 0C are in at #3 and the reverse 3D gets two on Sheamus as
we take a break. Back with Sheamus still in trouble as
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Anderson elbows him in the head. Gallows grabs a chinlock but
Sheamus fights up, only to have Anderson come in and knock
Holland off the apron. That just earns him a Brogue Kick for
the pin at 9:06 total and it’s the LWO in at #4.

They don’t waste time in hitting stereo flip dives onto the
Brutes, followed by a good looking moonsault to give Del Toro
two on Sheamus. An enziguri knocks Sheamus into the corner and
it’s Holland starting the comeback. A Dominator spun into a
DDT finishes Del Toro at 10:59. Hit Row is in at #5 and the
Brogue Kick finishes Dolla at 11:14. That leaves Pretty Deadly
in at #6 (last team) and we take a break.

Back with Holland in trouble and Prince hammering away at his
face. Wilson grabs the chinlock but Holland fights up and
knocks him away without much effort. Sheamus comes back in and
cleans house with Irish Curses but the Brogue Kick misses.
Instead it’s an Alabama Slam, with Prince making the save.
Everything breaks down and Pretty Deadly winds up on the
apron, with Prince taking ten forearms to the chest and Wilson
taking about twenty more. The Celtic Cross is loaded up but
Prince tags himself and hits a top rope legdrop to steal the
pin on Sheamus at 21:40.

Rating: B-. This got some time but thankfully didn’t go insane
like some gauntlet matches have done before. Pretty Deadly
kind of stole the win by coming in at the end but it was a
perfectly legal way to get a fall on Sheamus. The Brutes
continue to look good in defeat, though Hit Row might want to
avoid answering their phones anytime soon, as it’'s clear that
the team does not have anything going for it at the moment,
which isn’t likely to get better.

Post break, Pretty Deadly is still in the ring and here are
Sami Zayn and Kevin Owens to interrupt. Sami says the match
ended five minutes ago and Pretty Deadly is still in the ring,
so they have overstayed their welcome by about five minutes.
Pretty Deadly doesn’t like the disrespect towards....the Dandy



Highwaymen and the Two Tastiest Snacks (among other names).
They’1ll win the titles in two weeks and then they’ll celebrate
even longer and then they’ll do it even longer, and just when
you think they’re done, they’ll do it EVEN LONGER.

Owens isn’t impressed and goes on a rant about how he wants to
go in there and punch them in their stupid faces. Sami: “I
think we should do it.” Owens: “Yeah???” Sami: “YEAH!” The
champs chase Pretty Deadly off and glare at them (Sami and
Kevin would go on to beat the daylights out of Pretty Deadly
in a post show street fight).

Paul Heyman is rather nervous as he asks Roman Reigns if he
has spoken to Jey Uso. Of course Reigns hasn’t, because he'’s
the Tribal Chief and Jey should be reaching out to him. Reigns
orders Heyman to go talk to Jey NOW and doesn’t seem happy at
all.

Iyo Sky vs. Zelina Vega

Bayley is here with Sky and Vega hands a flip flop to a fan on
the way to the ring. Sky shoves her in the face and gets
hammered in the head for her efforts. A headscissors doesn’t
do much to Sky, who sticks the landing and scores with a
dropkick to take over. Sky starts cranking on a hammerlock but
Vega rolls over or a kick to the head. Bayley gets on the
apron or a distraction but Sky avoids the contact. Instead Sky
rolls Vega up but the referee is yelling at Bayley. The
ensuing argument lets Vega hit a 619 for the pin on Sky at
2:25. Short and to the point here, as Damage CTRL 1is 1in
trouble.

We recap Charlotte returning last week to throw her hat into
the Women’'s Title picture, which doesn’t sit well with
previous #1 contender Bianca Belair.

Belair comes up to Adam Pearce in the back and asks about her
rematch. Pearce says it'’s being talked about, but he can’t
give her an answer tonight. Belair says she got the title



match the right way (Pearce agrees) so now she’s going to do
this her way.

Iyo Sky yells at Bayley over the loss when Shotzi comes in.
Shotzi talks about how Bayley cost her a spot in Money in the
Bank but Bayley doesn’t care. If that’s the case, then Bayley
can put up her own spot against Shotzi. Sky accepts for Bayley
so Shotzi is off to make it official. Sky: “I'm just trying to
help.”

It’s time for the Grayson Waller Effect, with special guest
Charlotte, whose outfit is...uh...well the best description
(unfortunately not mine) is that it looks like a bad couch
from the 70s (the matching gloves sleeves are a great touch).
Waller gets to the point by asking about Charlotte’s upcoming
title shot in two weeks. The idea of Charlotte vs. Asuka makes
her think of big matches, like the time where she ended
Asuka’s undefeated streak at Wrestlemania.

Charlotte asks for a question, and says that it’'s not about
the number of title reigns, but the fact that she has Asuka’s
number (good line). Cue Bianca Belair to interrupt (Cole says
that Belair is in an awful mood as she skips down to the
ring), saying that she has her own accolades and wonders why
Charlotte is getting the shot. Charlotte says she isn’t
apologizing because the line starts and ends with her. Belair
says she got defeated and stayed (ouch) so she’s not
understanding what’s going on here.

Charlotte talks about how she has picked herself up fourteen
times and is a champion without the title. Belair bring sup
being the longest reigning women’s champion of this era so put
some respect on her name (yep). The past is the past but the
future is that she’ll be ringside for Charlotte’s title shot.
No matter who wins, she’s coming for the title. Belair was
bringing the fire here and she’s absolutely right with pretty
much everything she said.



Paul Heyman comes up to Jey Uso and says he’s sorry that Jimmy
Uso kicked him in the face last week to cost him the US Title.
Of course that was intentional because Jimmy has the most
accurate kick of anyone but Jey himself. Jey deserves better
than that and Heyman is sorry. Jey says he’s sorry too, but if
he's in, Heyman is still out.

AJ Styles/Michin vs. Karrion Kross/Scarlett

Styles wastes no time in striking away at Kross and it’s
quickly off to the women, with Michin firing off strikes of
her own. A spinning kick to the face sets up a release German
suplex and it’s back to Kross. That'’s fine with Styles, who
hits the Styles Clash but Scarlett breaks it up and hits on
him. Styles points out his wedding ring and says “I’'m married”
and what sounded like “b****” but might have been “witch”.
Kross uses the distraction to grab the Krossjacket and hits a
pumphandle powerslam swung into a kind of F5 (that's
different) for the pin at 2:20. That was quick.

Paul Heyman comes back to Roman Reigns, who does not seem
thrilled at the lack of progress. Solo Sikoa scares Heyman off
and Sikoa asks if Reigns wants him to handle this. Reigns says
they have plenty of time.

Baron Corbin jumps Cameron Grimes in the back.

Here is Rey Mysterio for a chat. He talks about how happy he
is to reform the LWO and is happy to bring out the next Mr.
Money in the Bank: Santos Escobar. Cue Escobar, who thanks Rey
for believing in him and could go a long way with the
briefcase. Cue LA Knight, who shoves Rey down and the fight is
on before the scheduled Knight vs. Escobar match.

LA Knight vs. Santos Escobar

Joined in progress with Escobar fighting out of a chinlock and
hitting some running forearms. Knight hits a powerslam though
and the jumping elbow gets two (and a heck of a reaction).



Back up and Escobar tries a victory roll but Knight sits down
on it and grabs the ropes for two, as Escobar rolls him up
again for the pin at 2:18 shown.

Post match Knight jumps Escobar but Rey Mysterio runs back in
for the save. Knight was getting some incredible reactions
here and my goodness the push could be ready to go anytime
now.

Jey Uso runs into Sami Zayn, who just looks at him, nods, and
walks away.

Here is the Bloodline, or what’'s left of it, to get Jey’s
answer. After a break, Reigns tells Lexington, Kentucky (not
the University of Kentucky, no matter what WWE keeps saying)
to acknowledge him. And then Jey Uso interrupts (Reigns tells
Solo Sikoa to keep calm) as we’re getting to the point fast.
Reigns says the people want answers so Jey says it’'s either
him or Paul Heyman.

That doesn’t work for Reigns, who says that when Jey is Tribal
Chief, he can pick his own wise man. Reigns talks about how he
got them to the promised land but Jey is here to keep them
there. They have been grooming him for years now and the only
problem is Jimmy Uso...who comes out to interrupt. Jimmy tells
Jey that Reigns is just using him, but Reigns says it took ten
years just to get the Usos to Wrestlemania and NOW THEY MAIN
EVENTED IT!

Reigns calls Jimmy an anchor while Reigns himself 1is the
wings. Jey can’t be a Tribal Chief and a twin at the same
time, but remember one thing: the only person who had a
problem with Jey becoming the Right Hand Man was Jimmy
himself. That sends Jey into a rant against Jimmy not
believing him and how he has always told to be like his big
brother, with Jey even saying his own first name (Joshua).
Jey: “So guess what? You out! AND I'M OUT TOO!”

Jey superkicks Reigns’ head off and the Usos superkick Sikoa



to the floor as the roof comes off the place (this was a
genuine standing ovation and by far the loudest reaction all
night). Reigns is livid and gets up but a double superkick
puts him down again to end the show as Heyman is in tears.

That 1is the kind of major move that the story has been
needing, as there is not likely to be any coming back from
this. The Usos are out of the Bloodline, which is now down to
Roman Reigns, Solo Sikoa and Paul Heyman. You can all but
pencil in the Money in the Bank main event tag match from
here, and that is a big deal in its own right. This was a
moment and my goodness did the fans eat it up.

Overall Rating: B-. This was a weird show as the ONLY thing
that really matters is the big closing segment (the gauntlet
match was good, but it’'s 20+ minutes to get to the comedy team
winning in the end). That being said, my goodness did that
segment deliver as the best story WWE has told in a VERY long
time gets cranked up and sent in a new direction. Money In The
Bank 1s going to be a huge show and now you can see most of
what is coming on the card. Throw in LA Knight getting some
monster reactions and a good women’'s segment and this could be
one heck of a summer for WWE.

Results

Pretty Deadly won a tag team gauntlet match last eliminating
the Brawling Brutes

Zelina Vega b. Iyo Sky — 619

Karrion Kross/Scarlett b. AJ Styles/Michin - Swinging
faceplant to Styles

Santos Escobar b. LA Knight — Rollup

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Smackdown - May 16, 2008:
She’s In Trouble

Smackdown

Date: May 16, 2008

Location: Van Andel Arena, Grand Rapids, Michigan
Commentators: Mick Foley, Michael Cole

It's the go home show for Judgment Day and, for the third pay
per view in a row, the Smackdown main event 1is going to be
Edge vs. Undertaker for the World Title. That doesn’t make for
the most exciting result, but that is about all they can do in
their current situation. I'm not sure how interesting the
final push is going to be but let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of last week’s Championship Chase, with
Vickie Guerrero adding Edge in at the last minute to steal the
title shot.

Opening sequence.

Here is La Familia to get things going. Edge brags about
earning the title shot last week and can’t wait to beat
Undertaker, who can’t win without the illegal choke. Cue Teddy
Long, who is sorry he’s late. Vickie Guerrero can’t believe
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he’s here and says that as her assistant, he needs to be the
first one to arrive and the last one to leave (Uh, how can he
help her then?).

Actually Teddy says he was meeting with the Board Of Directors
today, because Vickie blew off her meeting with them. He has a
letter from the board for her: she can either have her first
ever match or be fired from her job, with Long suggesting he
would take her place. Vickie threatens to fire him but he
quits and leaves instead. Oh and one more thing: her opponent
is the UNDERTAKER. They had to do something like this at some
point, though Vickie getting in the ring sounds more Llike
comedy than anything else.

CM Punk vs. Chuck Palumbo

Palumbo pounds him down into the corner to start before
grabbing a headlock takeover. Punk fights up and low bridges
him to the floor, setting up the almost required suicide dive.
Palumbo gets in another shot though and we hit the chinlock
back inside. The elbow misses Punk and he fires off some kicks
to put Palumbo in trouble.

There’'s the running knee in the corner into the bulldog for
two, followed by a springboard clothesline for the same. One
heck of a standing clothesline gives Palumbo two and there’'s a
fall away slam for another near fall. Full Throttle is broken
up though and Punk sends him into the post. The GTS finishes
Palumbo off.

Rating: C. That should end this mini feud, as well as Punk’s
kind of weird losing streak over his last few matches. I know
Punk has the briefcase but that doesn’t mean he needs to lose
so often. I'm still not sure why Palumbo got to beat him in
the first place but at least they seem to have gotten back on
track.

MVP comes in to see La Familia and complains about last week’s
Championship Chase. Finlay and then Big Show follow him in but



Vickie Guerrero doesn’t like the complaining. MVP can find a
partner and face Finlay and Show. With the three of them gone,
Chavo Guerrero wants to know why he wasn’t in on last week'’s
plan. Vickie tells him to shut up because they have planning
to do.

Michelle McCool vs. Layla

Layla kicks her way out of the corner to start and slugs away,
only to have Michelle come back with a leg crank. Commentary
talks about how much better Michelle would have been as their
science teacher as she gets a heel hook for the rather fast
tap.

Here is Batista for a chat. He was watching Raw this week and
saw Shawn Michaels admit that he was faking his knee injury at
Backlash. Batista is glad Shawn is better...but wait, it was
never hurt in the first place. Shawn 1is going to be at
Judgment day, and maybe Batista will be there too. As usual,
Batista keeps it simple and to the point, which often goes
best or him.

Video on John Cena vs. John Bradshaw Layfield.

Big Show/Finlay vs. MVP/Mark Henry

Henry 1is the surprise partner and Hornswoggle is here too, as
Show is suddenly a nice guy again. MVP and Finlay go to the
mat to start with Finlay grabbing a snap suplex for one.
Finlay chokes away a bit before handing it off to Show and
Henry. Show knocks him down with a shoulder so MVP comes in to
be powered straight into the corner. It’s back to Finlay, who
has to deal with an invading Henry, allowing MVP to kick him
to the floor.

Back in and MVP fires off some forearms to the head. Henry
adds a few shots of his own before handing it back to MVP.
This time Finlay avoids a charge and brings Show back in as
everything breaks down. Finlay low bridges Henry to the floor,



leaving MVP to get chokeslammed for the pin.

Rating: C. Not too bad here, with MVP vs. Finlay being a nice
feud and Show vs. Henry being there for the monster showdown
appeal. I do appreciate it when they throw something new out
there, as MVP and Finlay makes for a fresh match. You never
know when you might find something that works and I could go
for the two of them having a longer match.

Vickie Guerrero does not like being treated like this, so
she’s making it La Familia vs. Undertaker tonight.

Vladimir Kozlov vs. Funaki

The fans chant USA as Kozlov takes him down by the arm and
cranks away. More cranking ensues as Funaki is on his feet,
where some kicks to the ribs don’t do much. Kozlov knocks him
down again and hits the reverse DDT for the win. More
dominance, but at least it was against a bigger name.

Cherry vs. Maryse

Deuce N Domino are here with Maryse, who shoves Cherry in the
face to start. A neckbreaker gives Cherry a quick two and a
rollup is good for the same. Maryse grabs a cravate but Cherry
forearms her in the face. A bulldog gives Cherry the upset (I
think?) pin.

Video on HHH vs. Randy Orton.
Judgment Day rundown.

Kofi Kingston (with Eve Torres for some reason) shows respect
to Matt Hardy when Shelton Benjamin comes in. Benjamin isn’t
impressed but Matt brings up that the Gold Standard doesn’t
have any gold. And no the bad hair doesn’t count.

Matt Hardy vs. Shelton Benjamin

Non-title. A running shoulder gives Shelton two and he grabs



the quickly broken armbar. As Foley talks about Pennsylvania
amusement parks, Benjamin takes him into the corner and
backdrops him out. Benjamin gets two off a backbreaker and we
hit the seated abdominal stretch. Matt fights up but a double
leg and headbutt to the ribs cuts him back down. The
bodyscissors goes on but Matt fights up for a Side Effect.
Benjamin’s Dragon Whip connects but Matt is right back with a
Twist of Fate for the pin.

Rating: C. Another perfectly watchable match here that had a
bit of time. Matt continues to rack up victories, which make
him feel like that much stronger of a champion. At the same
time, that whole Gold Standard idea continues to feel like one
of the worst possible moves, as Shelton’s downward spiral
continues.

We recap the opening segment.

Undertaker vs. La Familia

Actually hold on as Chavo Guerrero and Bam Neely walk out
(apparently over not being in on last week’s scheme). Vickie
is so terrified that even Mick Foley thinks this might be
going too far. Edge and the Edgeheads swarm Undertaker at once
but Undertaker fires the heads into the corner. The two of
them come back to save Edge, who is playing defense in front
of Vickie. The triple teaming puts Undertaker down, where his
attempt at the choke is broken up. Undertaker fights up and
sends the three of them to the floor before grabbing Vickie by
the throat. Edge makes the save with the spear and the
villains take the countout.

Rating: C-. This was more of an angle than a match and not
exactly a great one at that. They’'re teasing the idea of
Undertaker getting his revenge on Vickie but we’re probably a
good ways off from that actually happening. For now, we'll
have to settle for Edge doing more hitting and running, as the
(third) big showdown awaits on Sunday.



Overall Rating: C-. Much like this week’s Raw, most of the
build towards Sunday was already done but in this case, there
wasn’t much to see here. We're getting a rematch in the main
event plus Batista likely interfering in the Shawn Michaels
vs. Chris Jericho match. That isn’t much to go on, and it
didn’t make for a good go home Smackdown on the way there.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Smackdown - June 9, 2023:
That's Not What They Said
Would Happen

Smackdown

Date: June 9, 2023

Location: Wells Fargo Arena, Des Moines, Iowa
Commentators: Wade Barrett, Michael Cole
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It's a big night this week as we have the decision of Jey Uso.
Last week Jey was put in the middle of Roman Reigns/Solo Sikoa
and Jimmy Uso, but now he has to actually make a choice. Other
than that, we have more Money In The Bank qualifying matches,
which should at least be good. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

We open with a long recap of the Bloodline’s issues from last
week, with Roman Reigns saying Jey would fall in line, as
always.

Here are Paul Heyman and Solo Sikoa but Jey Uso interrupts
almost immediately. Jey says he has let a lot of things slide
but he doesn’t know if he can forgive Solo for stabbing his
big brother in the back. Jey tells Solo to say what he has to
say and throws the mic down. Heyman says Jey has this all
wrong because it is all Jimmy Uso’s fault. It was Jimmy who
turned on Reigns, and now Heyman has Sikoa step back.

Heyman 1is taking a chance by standing face to face with Jey,
who wasn’t in on Jimmy’s plans to turn on Reigns. Jimmy is in
on the fact that Reigns wants to groom Jey to be the next
Tribal Chief. Tonight, Jey has a chance to bring gold back to
the Bloodline, but it’s not the Tag Team Titles. Instead, he
can become the United States Champion by beating Austin
Theory. That will be the start of his path to being the next
Tribal Chief, but Heyman needs his answer now. After thinking
a bit, Jey says he’ll get back to him on that.

Money In The Bank Qualifying Match: Santos Escobar vs. Mustafa
Ali

Rey Mysterio is here with Escobar as LA Knight joins
commentary as Ali and Escobar yell at each other. They go to
the floor for a slugout until Escobar snaps off a hurricanrana
from the steps. Escobar hits a suicide dive and a regular dive
off the top and we take a break with Ali in trouble.
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Back with Ali dropkicking him out of the air but getting sent
HARD into the middle buckle for his efforts. A poisonrana
gives Escobar two but Ali snaps off his tornado DDT for the
same. Ali gets caught on top though and it’'s a super Phantom
driver to give Escobar the pin at 9:04.

Rating: B-. I could have gone with the full version of the
match here as they put on a heck of a back and forth match
here. It was all about the fast pace and the energy and that’s
how you want an opening match to go. Escobar winning isn’t a
big surprise but it’s nice to see the LWO actually getting
some wins after losing so much when they started.

The LWO comes out to celebrate.

Sami Zayn comes up to an anxious Jey Uso and wants to tell him
something. Their time in the Bloodline was some of the best
times of his career but when the Tribal Chief (who he
specifies 1is different than Roman Reigns) takes over, bad
things happen. He had to be pushed and had his loyalty tested
over and over, just like Reigns is doing to Jey. Whatever
happens though, there are consequences, such as no more Usos,
and that’s Jey’s decision. Do what is in his own heart rather
than what is being put in his head. Jey looks at Sami and
walks off with a serious glare on his face.

Kayla Braxton brings out Alba Fyre and Isla Dawn for a chat.
Before they can say a word though, here are Ronda Rousey and
Shayna Baszler to interrupt. Baszler talks about how those
titles were created for her, but Rousey says this division
isn’t big enough for two sets of champions. They want those
titles too, which Dawn finds cute. She accepts and the fight
is on, with Rousey and Baszler being cleared out. Unifying the
titles is a great move and if that’s where this leads, we’'re
heading in the right direction.

Tribute video to the Iron Sheik, who really was awesome at
what he did.



Money In The Bank Qualifying Match: Bayley vs. Michin

AJ Styles is on commentary as Michin is sent outside to start.
Bayley mocks Styles’ entrance pose and gets taken out by
Michin’s dive (Styles approves). Back in and Michin fires off
Kawada kicks (Styles approves again) but Bayley sends her face
first into the buckle. The Rose Plant finishes Michin at 2:27.

Post match Scarlett comes out to blow smoke in Styles’ face,
allowing Karrion Kross to choke Styles from behind.

Bianca Belair isn’t happy with Asuka getting a new Women’s
Title but once she’s told she’s in line for a rematch, she’s
willing to let the presentation go without getting involved.

AJ Styles is livid over the powder.

Here is Asuka for the new title presentation. Adam Pearce
unveils the new title, which 1is more or less the same as Roman
Reigns’ new title, but with a white strap...and then Charlotte
returns. Pearce tells her to get in line, but Charlotte says
she is the line. Asuka misses with the mist and rolls away.

Paul Heyman comes in to see Jey Uso, who left him hanging out
there. After tonight, Jey needs to get his passport ready to
go to Money In The Bank. Then next week, we can have a public
celebration of the new US Champion Jey Uso being named as the
next Tribal Chief. Jey says count him in for the celebration,
but he doesn’t know why Heyman is so happy. See, if Jey is 1in,
Heyman is out!

Bianca Belair comes in to see Adam Pearce, who says he’ll
figure it out. Belair: “You better.”

Money In The Bank Qualifying Match: Butch vs. Baron Corbin

NXT Champion Carmelo Hayes (who Corbin has been going after in
NXT) and his friend Trick Williams are here. Before the match,
Corbin tells Hayes and Williams to sit down like the fans they
are. Butch starts fast and hits a tornado DDT for an early



two. Corbin’s fingers get snapped but he manages a shot to
Butch for a breather. More yelling at Hayes lets Butch counter
a left handed chokeslam (because of the snapped fingers) into
a rollup for the pin at 1:48.

Post break, Butch is rather happy with his win but Corbin
interrupts to complain about Hayes. Cameron Grimes pops in to
deck Corbin.

Money In The Bank Qualifying Match: Shotzi vs. Iyo Sky

Bayley is here with Sky and the early distraction doesn’t
work. Shotzi suplexes her into the corner but Sky starts in on
the arm to take over. A middle rope dropkick misses though and
Shotzi grabs a tiger suplex. A big suicide dive drops SKky
again but Bayley shoves Shotzi off the top (with her head
hitting the buckle on the way down. Over The Moonsault
finishes Shotzi at 2:38.

Austin Theory 1is ready to beat Jey Uso like he bat John Cena
at Wrestlemania.

Kevin Owens asks Sami Zayn if they can focus on the Tag Team
Titles now. Pretty Deadly, the Brawling Brutes, the 0C, the
LWO and the Street Profits all come in to say they want a
title shot. Adam Pearce comes in to try to calm things down
but Owens snaps because THEY'RE ALL STANDING TOO CLOSE TO HIM.
Pearce makes a gauntlet match for next week.

Video on Grayson Waller.

US Title: Jey Uso vs. Austin Theory

Theory is defending and gets clotheslined to the floor to
start. A whip over the announcers’ table takes us to a break
with the champ in trouble. Back with Jey fighting out of a
chinlock, setting up the slugout. Theory hits a rolling
dropkick but A Town Down 1is countered. Jey kicks away but
Theory gets knocked into the referee.



The Superfly Splash connects but there is no referee. Cue
Pretty Deadly (friends with Theory) to go after Jey but Jimmy
Uso makes the save. Solo Sikoa runs in to Spike Jimmy but Jey
makes a save of his own. Jimmy’s superkick hits Jey by mistake
and Theory gets the pin to retain at 8:37.

Rating: C+. One of the good signs of this whole Bloodline saga
is the idea of Jey winning the title didn’t feel too out
there. The fact that I could believe in a career tag team
wrestler winning the US Title is a nice feeling of anything
could happen and that has been missing from WWE for a long
time. Theory shouldn’t have lost the title but having him be
in there as a side piece to the story was a good way to go.

Jey is all conflicted and angry to end the show. He walks away
from Jimmy and past Sikoa and Paul Heyman, the latter of whom
calls Roman reigns to end the show. So that whole “Jey will
make a decision thing” was just straight up false advertising.
Got it.

Overall Rating: C+. While I don’'t like the stringing us along
to next week with the Jey deal, I do like a show that has some
set goals and accomplishes (most of) them. This show added a
bunch of people to the Money In The Bank matches, had a
surprise return and even tied an NXT feud into things. The
opener was good and the middle section of the show was too
short to be that bad. All in all, a nice show as we'’re getting
closer to the big stuff next month in London.

Results

Santos Escobar b. Mustafa Ali — Super Phantom Driver
Bayley b. Michin — Rose Plant

Butch b. Baron Corbin — Rollup

Iyo Sky b. Shotzi — Over The Moonsault

Austin Theory b. Jey Uso — Superkick



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vyour
wrestling headline needs.

Smackdown — May 9, 2008: Yeah
Get Him Out Here

Smackdown

Date: May 9, 2008

Location: Labatt Center, London, Ontario, Canada
Attendance: 6,000

Commentators: Michael Cole, Mick Foley

The World Title scene was shaken up last week as Vickie
Guerrero stripped the Undertaker of the World Title due to
using his choke. That is going to have to be rectified and
that could take a little while to make happen. Believe it or
not, Undertaker is not happy about this and odds are we are
going to see him do something about it here. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Vickie Guerrero stripping the
Undertaker of the title, which earned Great Khali an extra
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beating as Curt Hawkins and Zack Ryder stole the title belt.

Here are Vickie Guerrero (as wheeled by Teddy Long) and Edge
to get things going. Vickie reads a prepared statement about
how she didn’t want to strip Undertaker of the title but she
had no choice. There will be a title match at Judgment Day,
with Undertaker being one of the participants, though he still
cannot use the choke.

As for his opponent, we will have a Championship Chase,
featuring former champions from ECW and Smackdown. We hear the
names of tonight’s participants, who will have qualifying
matches, with an “over the top rope challenge” (battle royal
for you normal people out there) later tonight for the title
show. Edge and Great Khali both happen to be out due to
injuries, which sounds eyebrow raise inducing.

Opening sequence.

Championship Chase: Matt Hardy vs. CM Punk

Non-title and Punk is seeming very excited about getting a
chance to be champion (as he should be). Hardy works on a
hammerlock to start and gets Punk to the mat, plus the ropes
for the opposite effect. Back up and Punk tries to sit down on
a sunset flip but the banged up arm won’t let him in something
you don’t see very often. Hardy electric chairs him out of the
corner and grabs a Side Effect for two. Punk’s running knee
(against the ropes this time) sets up the bulldog for two of
his own but the GTS is blocked. Instead Punk faceplants him
and tries la majistral but Matt stacks him up for the pin.

Rating: B-. Punk got beat here but the fact that he is still
in a spot like this is a good sign for his future. Matt
getting the win to even the score (after Punk beat him last
month in the King of the Ring) and a third match wouldn’t be
the worst idea. For now though, Hardy can go into the battle
royal tonight without taking a pin as champion and that'’s a
good thing.



Post match Punk gives Matt an “ok you got me” look.

Championship Chase: MVP vs. Finlay

This could be interesting and Hornswoggle is here with Finlay.
Hold on though as Hornswoggle throws in some tennis balls for
a distraction, allowing Finlay to hammer away to start. Finlay
wins a grapple off until MVP makes the ropes, only to get
kicked down again. MVP manages to send him shoulder first into
the post for a breather and the Fujiwara armbar goes on.

We take a break and come back with MVP still working on the
arm. Finlay fights up with a clothesline, albeit with the bad
arm, allowing MVP to hit a boot to the face to put Finlay
outside. The boot to the arm only hits steps instead but MVP
goes right back to the arm to keep him in trouble.

Finlay reverses into a leglock and then slams him leg first
into the ropes, allowing Foley to talk about how the ropes
took his ear off one night. MVP goes back to the arm, which is
reversed into another leglock to send MVP over to the rope.
Back up and Finlay grabs a belly to back suplex and it’s the
old double pin as neither gets a shoulder up in time.

Rating: B-. I was getting into this one with the battle of
limb cranking and it was turning into a question of who was
going to break first. At the same time though, the ending was
quite deflating as that finish isn’t the most thrilling.
Hornswoggle not interfering was a bonus too, but I was hoping
for a better, or at least more one sided, finish.

Kelly Kelly vs. Natalya

Victoria is here with Natalya, who snaps off a suplex to
start. Michelle McCool is watching in the back as Kelly gets
in a kick to the head for a breather. The handspring elbow is
cut off though and Natalya plants her with another belly to
back suplex. Kelly is sat on top and pulled back down in a
crash, setting up the Sharpshooter to give Natalya the win.



This was little more than a squash.

We get some fan reactions to Vickie Guerrero stripping
Undertaker of the World Title.

Vickie Guerrero says MVP and Finlay are both advancing.

Championship Chase: John Morrison vs. Batista

The chase is on to start with Morrison managing a quick
dropkick through the ropes. Back in and Batista manages the
shoulders in the corner but Morrison hits another dropkick to
send Batista back outside. A ram into the steps keeps Batista
in trouble and a missile dropkick gives Morrison two. The
spinning legdrop gets the same but Batista fights up again.
This time though the spear hits the corner, where Morrison
fires off some right hands. The Batista Bomb out of said
corner doesn’t work but Batista spears a springboard out of
the air. Now the Bomb sends Batista to the battle royal.

Rating: C+. Morrison looked more like a star than he ever has
before here as he was being aggressive with the kicks working
well. There was no way he should have been beating Batista
here, but giving him a run for his money was interesting.
Pushing Morrison on his own wouldn’t be surprising, but for
now, the Miz/Morrison team is working well enough that there
is no reason to split them up just yet.

Long recap of Undertaker being stripped of the title last
week.

Quick recap of the Championship Chase.

Championship Chase: Big Show vs. Tommy Dreamer

Dreamer is all banged up after an Extreme Rules match on ECW.
Show headbutts him down a few times and finishes fast with the
chokeslam. Total destruction.

Championship Chase: Chavo Guerrero Jr. vs. Kane




Non-title, Bam Neely is with Chavo and even commentary points
out how many times we’ve seen this match. Kane powers him into
the corner to start and a gorilla press plants Chavo. A big
boot misses though and Chavo slowly starts working on the leg.
Neely gets in a shot of his own, allowing Chavo to rain down
right hands in the corner.

Kane’s knee gives out as he tries to escape, meaning we’'re off
to a leglock. Make that a Muta Lock, which means it can’t stay
on as long. Kane fights up and hits a big boot but the side
slam is escaped, allowing Chavo to take him down by the leg
again. Chavo loads up a sunset flip but Kane sits down on it
for a surprise pin.

Rating: C-. I think we’ve made the point clear with these two
but that has never stopped them so far. Thankfully Kane 1is
moving on to a quick feud with Miz and John Morrison, as he
certainly needs to get away from Guerrero for a bit. The match
was nothing special, but that might be due to how many times
I've seen it in recent months.

Deuce N Domino have fired Cherry and replaced her with Maryse.
That earns Maryse a slap in retaliation.

Vladimir Kozlov vs. Phil Atlas

Kozlov knocks him around, hits a headbutt, a kick, and the
reverse DDT for the fast pin. Same as we’ve seen from Kozlov
and it’s still working.

Championship Chase Finals

Big Show, MVP, Finlay, Matt Hardy, Batista, Kane

The winner faces Undertaker at Judgment Day for the vacant
World Title. It’'s a brawl to start with MVP being sent outside
(under the ropes) as people start taking their shots at Big
Show. Kane and Show trade uppercuts until Batista breaks it
up. Show shrugs them off but can’t get rid of Finlay. Everyone



but Show 1is knocked down and we take a break. Back with all
six still in it and MVP hitting and running.

MVP finally tosses Hardy to get us down to five before
switching over to Finlay. Batista manages to spear Show down
and Kane knocks Finlay out, leaving himself as the only one
standing. Back up and MVP misses the running boot in the
corner and eliminates himself so we’'re down to Kane, Batista
and Big Show. Make that two as Show dumps Kane and we get the
big staredown.

Batista is knocked under the bottom rope and out to the apron,
only to come back in where he gets dropped with a clothesline.
A drop toehold of all things sends Show into the corner but
the Batista Bomb attempt is pretty easily blocked. Show powers
him up, only to get headscissored out to send Batista
to....never mind as here is Vicky Guerrero to introduce Edge as
the final competitor. Batista is still on the apron (having
gone over the top) so Edge comes in and hits a spear for the
win.

Rating: C. I really can’t even get mad at the ending here as
you knew Edge was going to get involved somewhere in there.
Edge vs. Undertaker III isn’t the most appealing match in the
world and it really does feel like they’'re going back to the
well too often. The problem is there really isn’t another name
ready to come after the belt and Vicky being all evil works.
It’'s kind of the only option they have, but that doesn’t make
it interesting.

Post match Edge goes up towards the title (on the stage) but
the gong sounds and lightning sets the belt’s stand on fire.
Edge panics to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. I can always appreciate a show where there
is one major idea set up and getting to the end of it is the
entire focal point. That’s what we had here and it went fairly
well, with Edge vs. Undertaker III being set up by the end of



the show. The wrestling was good enough and they stayed on
focus for most of the night. Not a bad night at all, but now
they need to get to the other stuff.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books

at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Smackdown - September 9,
1999: He Flew

Smackdown

Date: September 9, 1999

Location: Pepsi Arena, Albany, New York
Attendance: 10,183

Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler

We're still on the way to Unforgiven and I'm not exactly sure
what 1is going on with the show’s card. The main story seems to
be focusing around the Tag Team Titles and maybe HHH vs. The
Rock and Mankind, but tonight Rock and Mankind are defending
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against Big Show and Undertaker in a tag team Buried Alive
match, because that's a thing. Let’s get to it.

Here is Raw if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

We cut to the parking lot, where HHH and Chyna attack Kane
(it’'s so strange to see him in street clothes) until Big Show
makes the save. Show gets dropped with a low blow and everyone
leaves.

Here is Big Show to ask who is the top dog now. Yeah he fed Al
Snow’s dog to him, because no one is crazier than he is. If
he’s that crazy, then he’ll fight any dog in the back who
wants the Hardcore Title.

Hardcore Title: Big Boss Man vs. British Bulldog

The Bulldog is challenging in his first appearance in two
years and has a terrible remix of Rule Britannia. They
immediately fight into the crowd, with Boss Man taking over.
Back in the ring and Boss Man’s chair shot is blocked,
allowing Bulldog to get in a nightstick shot to win the title.

Post match Al Snow, now as Leif Cassidy (dig that Rockers’
theme) comes to the ring and shoves the paper he wrote on
Monday into Boss Man’s mouth. Bulldog hands the title to Snow
and leaves as apparently we have another new champion.

Kane pours gasoline on HHH’s car. Post break, HHH and Chyna
try to save the car but get covered in gas as well. They
thankfully run off, with Kane giving chase.

Edge and Christian vs. New Brood

For some reason Steven Richards, dressed in an old Christian
Gothic shirt, is here with Edge and Christian, while Gangrel
is here with the New Brood. Matt runs Edge over to start but
Edge snaps off a hurricanrana to even things up. Jeff comes in
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to anklescissors Christian down as commentary talks about how
Steve Austin might be around tonight. Edge is sent outside
though and Jeff scores with a big dive to take him down.

Back in and Matt hits a top rope Lionsault for no cover,
instead opting to hammer away and take his shirt off. The
Hardys’ flip splash/fist drop combination gets two but the top
rope splash/legdrop combination completely misses. Christian
comes back in and everything breaks down, with Poetry In
Motion hitting Christian in the corner. Gangrel tries to come
in but Richards cuts him off as Jeff accidentally clotheslines
Matt on the floor. Back in and a side slam/reverse DDT
combination gives Edge the pin on Jeff.

Rating: C+. As has been the case in recent weeks, Edge and
Christian are really starting to feel it in the ring. At the
same time, I'm not sure who looks at the Hardys and thinks it
makes sense to have them be heels. They’'re as much of the
young stars who could have a gaggle of female fans around them
as can be so let’s put him with the evil vampire? Anyway, nice
match here, which shouldn’t be a surprise.

Post match the Bloodbath is loaded up but here is Kane to
wreck a bunch of people instead. Kane grabs the mic and
promises to burn HHH tonight.

British Bulldog won’t talk about what he did tonight and
leaves the arena.

X-Pac arrives and is looking for Kane.

HHH promises to make Kane bleed and he’'s got the sledgehammer
to make it happen. He’s also got the title, and Kane can come
get it.

Here is X-Pac for a chat and he gets right to the point by
calling Kane to the ring. Tonight, Kane needs to get his mind
right because he can be the WWF Champion, but he’s doing it
without X-Pac. As we see Big Show and Undertaker watching in



the back, X-Pac says Kane interfered last week when asked not
to, so the team is over.

Some masked men, who are certainly NOT Chris Jericho and
Howard Finkel, arrive while speaking Spanish.

Here are the Hollys, with Hardcore saying he wants a
heavyweight fight. He wants some “googly eyed monkey” to come
down here and get in this ring, as long as they meet the
requirements. Cue Chyna of all people, but Hardcore isn’t sure
about this. Even with the extra silicon included, she might
make the requirements, but he isn’t facing a woman. Chyna hits
him in the back with the scale and it seems that they are
indeed fighting.

Hardcore Holly vs. Chyna

Crash Holly is here with Hardcore and gets knocked off the
apron to start. Crash’s distraction lets Hardcore get in a
shot but Chyna DDTs him down. Cue Jeff Jarrett to jump Chyna
for the DQ.

Post match Billy Gunn runs in for the save. Then he gives
Chyna the Fameasser. Then the Hollys fight again, as is their
custom.

X-Pac leaves.
Kane broods.

The Rock and Mankind arrive, with Mankind seemingly not liking
having to ride in the trunk of Rock’s 1limo. Also, it doesn’t
matter what Mankind thinks of his new shirt. Mankind: “I gotta
steal that one sometime.”

Bradshaw vs. Bubba Ray Dudley

Faarooq and D-Von Dudley are here too. They start fighting
(duh) and go to the floor without much trouble. Bubba sends
him into the steps to take over but Bradshaw kicks him in the



face back inside. The big clothesline drops Bubba as
commentary tries to figure out why he has such a speech
impediment. D-Von comes in for the fast DQ.

Big Boss Man is livid at Al Snow.

Here are Test and Stephanie McMahon for a chat. Stephanie
calls out Linda McMahon and the Stooges for a special
announcement, so here they are post haste. Apparently
Stephanie and “Andrew” (still weird to hear) have set their
wedding date for October 11, and all of the fans are invited
(So do they get a ticket to the show?). Cue the Mean Street
Posse and Terri Runnels to interrupt for a staredown, but
Stephanie isn’t having that.

Cue Shane McMahon to call off the Posse, because the war with
Test is over. With the Posse gone, Shane talks about how he
owes Stephanie an apology, because she is a woman and not a
baby anymore. He thought everything he was doing was the right
thing but he was wrong. Go with his blessing and marry Andrew,
but he better always do the right thing and treat her right.
Test shakes his hand and Shane hugs Stephanie. Well that was
sudden.

The Rock, with Mankind, seems to flirt with Lilian Garcia,
before sending her away. They’re ready to bury Big Show and
Undertaker tonight. Mankind likes it as well, to the tune of
Stayin Alive.

WWF Title: HHH vs. Kane

HHH, with Chyna (with sledgehammer), is defending. Kane (in
the swanky inverted red and black gear) comes out with a
blowtorch, which can’t end well. HHH and Chyna jump him as he
enters but Kane clotheslines his way to freedom. Some right
hands put HHH down in the corner and a clothesline lets Kane
hammer away even more.

HHH gets in a single shot but dives into a choke, only to have



Chyna say she can talk to X-Pac for Kane. The distraction lets
HHH get in a low blow, followed by the jumping knee for two.
Kane starts fighting up and hits a bulldog of all things,
setting up the top rope clothesline. The facebuster cuts Kane
off but the Pedigree 1is countered with a backdrop. The
chokeslam connects but Chyna gets in a sledgehammer shot from
behind. That’s enough for a Pedigree to retain the title.

Rating: B-. There were some shenanigans here, but some
interference from a manager and a sledgehammer shot (which
granted does sound rather ridiculous when you say it out loud)
is rather minor by comparison. Kane is a star who can be put
in a spot like this to make a top villain sweat and that 1is
what he was here. HHH racks up another pin over another former
World Champion though and that’s a good idea for his title
reigns.

Post match here are Undertaker and Kane to chase off Chyna and
HHH, followed by a stare at Kane.

Ken Shamrock is looking for Chris Jericho. You might try the
ring as you have a scheduled match.

Ken Shamrock vs. Chris Jericho

Hold on though as there is no Jericho, so Shamrock has to
threaten to come to the back and drag him out here. Shamrock
goes up the ramp but Jericho’s music starts playing. Cue
Jericho in the ring...in a shark cage, which is for Shamrock’s
safety. Jericho shows us a photo of him putting Shamrock in
the Walls last week but Shamrock takes the baseball bat that
Jericho 1is carrying. Jericho calls for “Harold” to raise the
cage, but we see the Fink arguing with Lilian Garcia in the
back. Shamrock bends the cage bars open and pulls Jericho out,
meaning the beating is on. Referees break it up and Jericho
bails as there is no match.

During the break, Jericho fired Finkel and left without him.



Here is Jeff Jarrett, with Debra and Miss Kitty, for a chat.
Jarrett says he is embarrassed to be in the ring with Chyna at
Unforgiven, because women belong in the kitchen. He sees
Fabulous Moolah in the front row so let’s have her get in the
ring. Jarrett talks about how Moolah knew her place in her
career and wouldn’'t fight the men, but Moolah says it'’s
because they were scared of her. That’s good for a guitar shot
to the head so Mae Young runs in as well, earning herself a
Figure Four.

We get the debut of Val Venis’ latest video, where he talks
about how unlike Steve Blackman, he doesn’t use instruments of
pain. The woman next to him looks rather confused for most of
this.

Tag Team Titles: Mankind/The Rock vs. Big Show/Undertaker

Rock and Mankind are defending in a Buried Alive match.
Mankind goes after both of them at once before Rock shows up,
as Mankind isn’t all that bright. Here’s the Rock to go after
Undertaker, who gets sent face first into the steps. Back in
(with Cole’s second “here comes the cavalry” in about a
minute) and a double clothesline drops Show, but Undertaker
breaks up the People’s Elbow.

That leaves Show to chokeslam Mankind and carry him to the
grave as Rock hits Undertaker with a chair. Mankind is almost
in the grave when Rock comes up with a low blow to put Show in
instead. Undertaker makes the save but gets punched down the
mound of dirt. With Rock and Undertaker fighting off, Show
LAUNCHES Mankind off the stage and onto the mound, sending him
bouncing into the grave (I’'ve seen that for years now and it'’s
still an amazing sight).

Since that’s a huge spot, Mankind comes up with Mr. Socko to
knock Show out and put him in the grave instead. Mankind
starts pouring in the dirt and we cut to Rock and Undertaker
fighting in the back. Cue HHH to jump Rock so Undertaker



leaves them to it. Kane comes in to beat up HHH and then
shrugs off Chyna’s chair to the back.

Undertaker is back in the arena and there’s a shovel to
Mankind’'s back to put him in the grave...but he pops right back
out. Show smothers him down on the ground and goes to bury him
until Rock makes a save this time. Then it’s HHH out with a
sledgehammer to...Show, allowing him to bury Mankind. After
several shovels full, the referee calls it and Show/Undertaker
win the titles.

Rating: B-. This was such a weird match as it felt like a game
show more than a fight. The Mankind toss was awesome (he was
AIRBORNE) but other than that it was a bunch of saves from
putting someone in a grave and covering them with dirt. There
is only so much you can get out of that because it is such an
insane (and messy) match, but it kept my interest.

Post match HHH buries Mankind even more as an ambulance
arrives....and Steve Austin 1is in the back. The big beatdown 1is
on and Austin throws HHH in the back of the ambulance. Austin
drives it outside and jumps into the cab of a semi truck to
ram the ambulance (So that’s where Hogan got the idea for Rock
in 2002.) a few times to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. These shows are all over the place with
such a big collection of insanity that it can be difficult to
remember what happens. That being said, this show had me
wanting to see what was next and the insanity was limited.
They still need to announce something for Unforgiven already,
but you can probably figure out where a lot of this is going.
Just come up with a main story already instead of everyone
going after HHH, who is going after a bunch of people as well.
For now though, nice Smackdown, with Austin being back being a
big pickup.



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vyour
wrestling headline needs.

Smackdown - June 2, 2023:
Down The Middle

Smackdown

Date: June 2, 2023

Location: Mohegan Sun Arena, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Michael Cole, Wade Barrett

We’'re done with Night Of Champions and while there wasn’t a
big Smackdown title change, the major story came at the end,
as Jimmy Uso superkicked Roman Reigns to seemingly remove
himself from the Bloodline. Tonight just so happens to be the
1000 day celebration for Reigns’ Universal Title reign so we
should be in for some fireworks. Let’s get to it.

Here is Night Of Champions if you need a recap.

Barrett and Cole welcome us to the show and throw us to a
rather cool video on Roman Reigns, looking at his entire
reign. The video includes a timeline as he rises up the ranks
and passes various people and looks at some milestones. If
there is one thing WWE knows how to do, it is look back at its
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own history.

Austin Theory is in the ring..and we look at Reigns retaining
at Wrestlemania XXXVII, which was already looked at in the
video.

Theory says this is the celebration of Reigns reaching 1000
days as Universal Champion. What is even more impressive than
that though is if you combined his title reign with Reigns’ it
would be 1,209 days. He’ll probably have his own 4000 day
reign or so, especially if he is given challengers like
Sheamus. For now though, he’ll introduce his partners for
tonight, so here is Pretty Deadly to be rather happy about
Theory.

Brawling Brutes vs. Pretty Deadly/Austin Theory

Holland jumps Prince to start and it’s quickly off to Wilson.
Butch comes in as well but gets taken down into a chinlock.
That doesn’t work for Butch who stomps on the fingers. The big
kick misses though and it’s Theory coming in and wanting
Sheamus (the fans agree). We take a break and come back with
Butch in trouble and Theory getting to pose.

Butch DDTs his way out of trouble and it’s Sheamus coming in
to clean house. A triple White Noise sets up the Brogue to
Theory but Prince pulls him outside. Back to back drives drop
the villains and we take another break. Back again with
Sheamus hitting a top rope knee to the chest for two on Prince
and everything breaks down.

We get a parade of strikes to the face until Butch 1is
backdropped to the floor. Sheamus knees Theory in the face for
two and Holland powers Pretty Deadly over. The triple forearms
to the chest have the Brutes in even more control but Wilson
and Prince switch places, setting up Spilled Milk to Holland.
Theory gets the pin at 17:35.

Rating: B-. This got a good bit of time (maybe too much) and



seems to wrap up Theory vs. Sheamus. Theory has already beaten
Sheamus in a singles match and now he has beaten his team in a
six man. Exactly what else is there for them to do at the
moment? Pretty Deadly continues to be their goofy selves, but
the Brutes could use a win sooner than later as the bad run
continues.

We look back at Jimmy Uso turning on Roman Reigns and leaving
the Bloodline at Night Of Champions.

Paul Heyman tells Solo Sikoa that he’'s going to make sure the
Usos aren’t here tonight.

We look at Seth Rollins beating AJ Styles to win the World
Heavyweight Title at Night Of Champions.

AJ Styles (the birthday boy) is here and wants the 0C to take
out Hit Row.

Roman Reigns beat Brock Lesnar to retain at Summerslam 2022.
Hit Row vs. 0OC

All of their associates are here and apparently this is over a
Hit Row rap about the O0C. Hit Row jumps them to start and it'’s
Adonis taking over on Anderson with a chinlock. AJ/Michin
argue with B Fab on the floor, followed by Anderson hitting a
spinebuster to get a breather. Gallows comes in to clean
house, including a suplex to Adonis. The Magic Killer gives
Anderson the pin at 2:58.

Post match Top Dolla goes after the 0C, earning himself a
Phenomenal Forearm.

Paul Heyman comes in to see Adam Pearce, who says the Usos’
travel has been canceled and there is double security. Heyman
calls Reigns, whose locker room he was in about five minutes
ago.

Breaking News: Seth Rollins defends against Damian Priest on



Raw.

It's time for the Grayson Waller Effect, with new Raw Women’s
Champion Asuka as the special guest. We look at Asuka
defeating Bianca Belair to win the title at Night Of Champion,
allowing Asuka to do her celebratory dance. Waller says he
couldn’t have said it better himself and points to the Money
in the Bank briefcases. Asuka has to know that Belair 1is
coming for her, but here is Iyo Sky to yell at Asuka.

Cue Bayley (Cole: “There go the ratings.”) to says she’s won
before so she’ll win again. Then it’'s Shotzi, Lacey Evans
(Looking like Sgt. Slaughter mixed with Rhea Ripley) and
Zelina Vega interrupting and promising to win. The arguing is
on, with Waller declaring it the best day of his life, but
Asuka slips away. Cue Belair for the brawl to end this really,
really bad segment. It was a bunch of people coming out to say
“I'"lL win!/No I'll win!/NO I’'LL WIN!” until they ran out of
women.

We look at Baron Corbin going after the NXT Champion Carmelo
Hayes on NXT.

Cameron Grimes will be waiting whenever Corbin gets back.

Money In The Bank Qualifying Match: Zelina Vega vs. Lacey
Evans

Evans punched her during the break so Vega is rocked. An early
slingshot Bronco Buster hits Vega and the chinlock is on.
Evans even swings her around to make it worse before going
with the normal thing. Vega fights up and sends her into the
corner, setting up Code Red to finish Evans at 2:48. This was
nothing.

Roman Reigns beat Sami Zayn this year at Elimination Chamber.

Legado del Fantasma praises Zelina Vega for winning her match.
Escobar will do it next time and Rey Mysterio pops up to say



they’1ll win the briefcases.
Money In The Bank Qualifying Match: LA Knight vs. Montez Ford

They trade arm control to start and Knight doesn’t seem
pleased. A shove off goes to Ford so Knight sends him to the
apron for a hard forearm to the floor. Back from a break with
Ford hitting a belly to back suplex but Knight knocks him down
again. A springboard moonsault of all things misses for Knight
and they clothesline each other down. Ford shoves him off the
top but misses the Cash Out. Instead they trade rollups, with
Knight grabbing the ropes for the pin at 9:10.

Rating: C. Knight continues his singles winning streak and
that should be a good sign for his future. At the end of the
day, a win over Ford and a spot in the ladder match only gets
you so far, but Knight has at least shaken off a lot of his
loser persona. That is a big first step and if he does win the
briefcase, it won’'t feel like it comes so out of nowhere.

Video on Alba Fyre and Isla Dawn, who speak a bunch of Latin
and promise doom. They’'re leaning way into the magic stuff
here.

Roman Reigns retained at Wrestlemania XXXIX as well.

Here is HHH to introduce Roman Reigns for his 1000 day
celebration. After comparing him to Michael Jordan, HHH brings
out Reigns, with Paul Heyman and Solo Sikoa. With Reigns in
the ring, HHH unveils a new title belt, which is again the big
WWE logo but with a gold background and mainly black around
the strap. Reigns is about to tell Pennsylvania to acknowledge
him but switches it to the entire WWE Universe. Cue the Usos
to interrupt though, making that Adam Pearce segment from
earlier rather worthless.

We take a break and come back with Jimmy Uso and Reigns
staring each other down. Reigns to Jey Uso: “Kick him in the
face.” Reigns tells him to do it right now like Jimmy did to



him at Night Of Champions. He tells Jey to fix this, but Jimmy
says Reigns is what needs fixing. Jimmy did what he did
because he was being a brother. Jimmy talks to Sikoa and says
Reigns will turn on him, drawing an USO chant.

Reigns says that’s because of him so let’s ask what Sikoa
thinks. Sikoa acknowledges Reigns...but the Usos are his
brothers. Sikoa goes to stand next to the Usos (the place goes
NUTS for that) and Reigns/Heyman look scared. Jimmy says the
Island of Relevancy is going to be lonely so Reigns goes for
him, earning a shove in the face. Jey isn’t happy with what
and we have to shut down the audio for the HOLY S*** chant.

Jey says he needs both of them and they can’t fight like this.
Jimmy: “He’s right.” They’re all brothers and let’s do this
together with respect like they’ve been doing. Reigns 1is
thinking about it as Jimmy asks if they’re still the ones.
Jimmy and Reigns have the big emotional hug and Jey 1looks
incredibly relieved. As the hug continues, Reigns says no, and
Solo Spikes Jimmy. Jey checks on Jimmy and Sikoa leaves with
Reigns/Heyman. As they leave, Heyman asks Reigns about Jey.
Reigns: “Jey’s gonna do what he always does: fall in line.
He’ll fall in line.”

This was another emotional roller coaster and it absolutely
worked, as this always tends to do. At the end of the day,
this has turned into a battle for Jey Uso and that could make
for some very interesting different paths as we go forward.
You can probably pencil in the tag match for Money In The
Bank, but after that, it seems like it’s a wide open slate of
options.

Overall Rating: C+. This was one of those shows that was
divided in two. You had everything else, and then the
Bloodline segment. At the end of the day, the Bloodline is the
biggest story in WWE at the moment and this was the next step
in that story. Things are entering into a meltdown stage and
that should be very interesting. Other than that, you have



some Money in the Bank qualifying matches and that six man.
This wasn’t a very good show, but egads the final segment had
the audience eating out of its hand for good reason.

Results

Pretty Deadly/Austin Theory b. Brawling Brutes — Spilled Milk
to Holland

0C b. Hit Row — Magic Killer to Adonis

Zelina Vega b. Lacey Evans — Code Red

LA Knight b. Montez Ford — Rollup while grabbing the rope

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Smackdown - May 26, 2023:
Family Drama

Smackdown
Date: May 26, 2023
Location: Colonial Life Arena, Columbia, South Carolina
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Commentators: Michael Cole, Wade Barrett

We are less than twenty four hours away from Night Of
Champions and that means this week’s show is taped in advance.
Tomorrow’s show is all but set and that should make for a card
built around getting everything finalized. I'm sure there will
be some extra stuff pushed as well so let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

US Title: Sheamus vs. Austin Theory

Sheamus, with the Brawling Brutes, is challenging. The power
game drops Theory early but Theory goes to the leg to take
over. Theory tries his own forearms to the chest and gets cut
out almost immediately. Sheamus gets posted hard and dropped
onto the apron as we take a break. Back with Theory elbowing
him in the face for one, followed by the chinlock.

Sheamus 1is right back up with a running corner clothesline and
the Irish Curse gets two. A torture rack powerbomb puts
Sheamus back down but a rolling something is cut off by
Sheamus’ knee. The ten (and more) forearms to the chest rock
Theory and the Brogue Kick is loaded up. Cue Pretty Deadly to
go after the Brutes though and Theory rolls Sheamus up to
retain at 12:18.

Rating: C+. Not a bad title defense for Theory and a six man
isn’t out of the question as a result. Sheamus might not have
felt like the biggest threat to take the title, but he’s still
a former World Champion so it wasn’t completely out of the
question. What matters is Theory gets another win over a big
name to add to his rapidly growing resume in a completely
watchable match.

Post match Sheamus chases Pretty Deadly off.
We look at the Bloodline’s recent issues.

The Bloodline is in the back, where Paul Heyman says the Usos
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won’t be at Night Of Champions but they can join Roman Reigns
for the 1,000 day title celebration next week. Jimmy Uso
doesn’t know what Reigns’ problem is and goes to leave but
Reigns tells him to sit down.

Jimmy doesn’t sit, so Reigns gets up in front of him and asks
if Jimmy is standing up to him. Reigns tells him to let it out
and reminds him of the whippings he gave Jimmy back in the
day. He can give Jimmy another one now but Jey gets up and
says he and Jimmy will see Reigns next week as the Usos leave.
This 1is the kind of thing that actually feels like we’re
getting somewhere, but the big stuff is tomorrow and next
week.

Shotzi/Raquel Rodriguez vs. Damage Ctrl

Rodriguez powers Bayley around to start before it’s off to
Sky. A chokeslam is broken up as Bayley comes in off a blind
tag and a dropkick gives Sky two. We take a break and come
back with Rodriguez fighting out of the corner and handing it
back to Shotzi for the house cleaning. Shotzi dropkicks Bayley
for two but Sky’s distraction lets Bayley rake the eyes.
Stereo kicks to the head knock Shotzi silly with Rodriguez
having to make a save of her own.

A tiger suplex gives Shotzi two and it’'s back to Rodriguez,
who 1s sent face first into the middle buckle. Rodriguez
powers Sky into the corner where Bayley tags herself in.
Bayley tries a middle rope sunset flip but Sky comes in off
the top with a dropkick to Shotzi/backsplash that..lands on
Rodriguez’s back as she was sitting on Bayley. Rodriguez stays
on Bayley and gets the pin at 9:07. It was described as
“miscommunication” so we’ll go with that.

Rating: C. That ending was kind of a mess but the result was
the right way to go. Somehow Sky cost Bayley the pin and that
is another step towards Damage Ctrl’s split. The team isn’t
doing well right now and there is a good chance that they



won’t be around that much longer. Shotzi is Rodriguez’s latest
short term partner and I can’t imagine they’ll be a team long
term anyway.

We see part of the Seth Rollins interview where he talks about
what the World Title means to him.

Video on AJ Styles’ WWE career.
Video on Grayson Waller.

Cameron Grimes vs. Ashante Thee Adonis

The rest of Hit Row is here with Adonis. Grimes drops him to
start and hits a running shooting star press for an early two.
A Top Dolla distraction lets Adonis hammer away with some
knees to the back. Grimes flips out of a suplex and hits some
running forearms into a hurricanrana. The Cave In finishes
Adonis at 2:10. Short and Grimes won so no complaints here.

Post match Baron Corbin jumps Cameron Grimes and lays him out.
Video on Asuka vs. Bianca Belair.

Here is Bianca Belair to talk about Asuka. She doesn’t like
what Asuka has been doing and it isn’t the same Asuka from
Wrestlemania. If Asuka wants to fight she can come do it, so
cue Asuka...from behind, to jump Belair. Asuka gets a cross
armbreaker but referees and agents break it up. Belair tries a
KOD but the agents catch Asuka, who slips away. It’'s better
than their Wrestlemania build at least.

Rick Boogs vs. LA Knight

The Street Profits join commentary as Boogs throws Knight
outside to start. Boogs drops him onto the announcers’ table
but takes too long to get back inside, allowing Knight to
hammer away. The running knee connects in the corner and
Knight slams the back of Boogs’ head into the mat. Boogs
powers him away again and hits a backdrop. The Boogs Cruise is



broken up though and Blunt Force Trauma finishes for Knight at
3:17.

Rating: C. Much like Grimes, what matters here is that the
result went the right way. Beating Boogs might not be the
biggest victory in the world, but it is a lot better than
Knight taking another loss. The fans are into Knight and
seeing him get any kind of momentum is a good thing. He could
use more, but I’'ll take what I can get.

Post match Knight promises to smoke the Street Profits.
Karrion Kross is ready to hurt AJ Styles.
Video on Isla Dawn/Alba Fyre.

Karrion Kross vs. AJ Styles

Scarlett is here with Kross. Styles gets powered into the
corner to start but comes back with a kick to the face.
Scarlett breaks up a springboard though and Kross superkicks
Styles off the apron. Cue Michin to chase Scarlett off and we
take a break. Back with Kross elbowing him in the face and
grabbing a chinlock. Styles fights up with the Pele into a
basement forearm, followed by the fireman’s carry backbreaker
for two. Kross misses his running forearm to the back of the
head and gets knocked backwards, setting up the Phenomenal
Forearm for the pin at 9:24.

Rating: B-. Good enough match here as Styles needed a win to
get some momentum heading into Night Of Champions. Styles is a
legend in his own right but he has been out of action for a
long time and has more or less been the other guy as Rollins
marches to his title. Kross continues to just be kind of
there, and I'm not sure what can be done to fix that.

Post break Styles says he’s ready to win the title.

Night Of Champions rundown.



Video on Brock Lesnar vs. Cody Rhodes.

Here are Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn for the KO Show. They want
Roman Reigns and Solo Sikoa out here right now but here 1is
Paul Heyman to interrupt. Heyman says Reigns will be here when
he wants to be but here are the Usos to interrupt (Heyman
isn’t sure about this). The Usos get in Owens/Zayn’'s face but
Owens points out that Zayn has been right about Reigns the
entire time.

Owens says Reigns can call himself the head of the table, but
the Usos are the heart of the table. The reality is that
Reigns treats them more like the appendix. They went from
being the best team ever to Reigns’ errand boy. Jimmy says
that when it comes to the Usos, he is the Tribal Chief...and
Heyman knows Jimmy just screwed everything up.

Cue Reigns and Owens can’t help but smile. Zayn: “Roman, you
know it’s over right? The Bloodline is collapsing and it’s all
your fault.” Reigns goes after Zayn but walks into a Stunner,
meaning the fight is on. Solo Sikoa is here with the Spikes
though and Reigns is back up to break a bunch of stuff. Zayn
gets speared and Jey hands Sikoa some Tag Team Titles.

Jimmy won’'t hand the others to Reigns but Jey takes them from
him and hands them over. Reigns holds up all four titles as
Jimmy walks around in the back (Jey does the pose) to end the
show. That was another pretty big storytelling moment and the
split is getting closer. Usos vs. Reigns/Sikoa down the line
sounds like a pretty good main event.

Overall Rating: B-. There wasn’t any really great match on the
show, but it hyped up Night Of Champions and gave us more of
the Bloodline drama. The Night Of Champions Tag Team Title
match and next week’s celebration are going to be interesting
and we could be in for something big no matter what happens on
Saturday. The rest of the show advanced enough stuff to stay
interesting and while it wasn’t must see, it was good enough



for a watch.

Results

Austin Theory b. Sheamus — Rollup

Raquel Rodriguez/Shotzi b. Damage Ctrl — Rollup to Bayley
Cameron Grimes b. Ashante Thee Adonis — Cave In

LA Knight b. Rock Boogs — Blunt Force Trauma

AJ Styles b. Karrion Kross — Phenomenal Forearm

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Smackdown - May 2, 2008:
That’s A Good Reason

Smackdown

Date: May 2, 2008

Location: Boardwalk Hall, Atlantic City, New Jersey
Commentators: Mick Foley, Michael Cole
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We're done with Backlash and Undertaker beat Edge again to
retain the World Title. That leaves us on the road to Judgment
day and odds are the trilogy match between the two is on the
horizon. Other than that we are going to need something else
around here and we might start that this week. Let’'s get to
it.

Here is Backlash if you need a recap.

Here is Teddy Long to get things going with a big
announcement: the Tag Team Titles, the United States Title and
the Smackdown World Title will be defended. It was a bigger
announcement when I heard it on ECW but Long’s voice helps
anything.

Opening sequence.

Mick Foley is brought out as the new commentator and seems to
be popular.

Taqg Team Titles: Miz/John Morrison vs. Jimmy Wang Yang/Shannon
Moore

Yang and Moore are challenging and I almost had that written
down before they came to the ring. Why? Well they’ve lost to
Miz and Morrison a few times already and that just isn't
enough to prove a point in 2008 WWE. Moore takes Miz down for
a fast two and a legdrop is good for the same. Morrison comes
in and gets dropped with a spinning middle rope crossbody for
two. Yang sneaks in for two off a dropkick but Morrison pulls
him off the ropes to take over for the first time.

It's back to Miz to grab a chinlock, followed by the running
corner clothesline for two. The backbreaker/slingshot elbow
combination gives Morrison two more and it’s back to Miz for
the seated abdominal stretch. An enziguri gets Yang out of
trouble though and the hot tag brings in Moore to clean house.
Everything breaks down and Moore’s rollup gets two but the
Moonlight Drive (apparently the debut of the name) drops Moore
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to retain the titles.

Rating: C+. It dragged a bit in the middle but these teams
have chemistry together. That being said, it was hard to
imagine Moore and Yang winning the titles in the first place
and now the best thing we can do is enjoy matches without much
drama about the result. The division still barely exists, so
can we please get some depth going sooner than later?

ECW GM Armando Estrada introduces the next match.

Colin Delaney vs. Vladimir Kozlov

In a rare instance, neither of them have entrance music.
Kozlov knocks him around with ease to start and hits a big
boot to the chest. Delaney is sat on top and then thrown back
down in a big crash. The reverse DDT finishes fast, with
Estrada, who faces Delaney on ECW with Delaney’s future on the
line, being rather pleased.

Mark Henry threatens Nunzio with pain during their match
tonight.

Natalya/Victoria vs. Michelle McCool/Cherry

This was set up with some patented backstage cattiness.
Natalya headlocks Michelle down to start and it’s quickly off
to Victoria. Michelle pulls her off the ropes for a crash
before a monkey flip puts Victoria down again. Cherry comes 1in
with a high crossbody for two but Natalya trips her down like
a villain should. The double teaming is on but Cherry manages
to crawl over (despite Natalya holding her foot) for the tag
to Michelle. A swinging neckbreaker gets two on Natalya but
Victoria shoves Michelle off the top. The crash is enough for
Natalya to grab a rollup, with tights, for the pin.

Rating: C. The best thing I can say about this, and most of
Smackdown’s women’s matches as of late, is that it felt like a
match. It wasn’t the stereotypical Divas stuff, but rather a



completely acceptable match. Michelle has come a long way in a
short amount of time and I would assume a lot of that is due
to working with a veteran like Victoria. That is a great
benefit to have and if that is what it is, i1t seems to be
paying dividends.

We look back at Undertaker retaining the World Title over Edge
at Backlash but not letting go of the choke. Edge went out on
a stretcher and Vickie Guerrero screamed a lot.

Mark Henry vs. Nunzio

Nunzio seems to know he’s about to be in extreme pain...so he
brings out Big Show to be in his corner. Nunzio kicks away and
it goes as well as you would expect. Henry shove shim into the
corner and the World’s Strongest Slam finishes fast.

Post match Big Show gets in the ring and Henry backs off. Show
tells him to pick on someone his own size. So not Show, who 1is
501lbs heavier and eight or so inches taller?

US Title: MVP vs. Matt Hardy

Matt is defending after beating MVP to take the title at
Backlash. The referee holds the title up so MVP pulls it away,
apparently feeling that it’s his. Matt headlocks him down to
start and then does it again for a bonus. Back up and MVP
takes it into the corner, followed by a heck of a clothesline.
A slightly angrier than usual MVP hammers away and we hit the
chinlock with a facelock.

Matt fights up and manages a bulldog for two, setting up the
fourth headlock takeover in about five minutes. Since it’s
just a headlock, MVP pops up and gets punched in the face for
his efforts. The running crotch attack against the ropes gives
Matt a weird looking cover for two but MVP clotheslines him
down again. Matt gets knocked hard off the apron and into the
barricade as we take a break.



Back with MVP holding a cross arm choke and then slapping on
another choke to make it worse. This time Matt fights up and
grabs a tornado DDT but MVP hits the running kick to the face
in the corner to knock him silly. We’'re off to a crossface
chickenwing of all things but Matt is back up to slug away. A
very out of nowhere Twist of Fate retains the title.

Rating: B-. This was a more aggressive MVP and that style
worked well for him. There was almost no way Matt was losing
his title so soon after winning it, but this feud certainly
deserved a long rematch. I could go for more of the aggressive
MVP though as it was easier to take him more seriously. Good
stuff here and the best match on the show so far.

Mick Foley is in the ring and brings in Batista, who lost to
Shawn Michaels following Shawn injuring his knee. Batista
respects Shawn and while he doesn’t like some things Shawn has
done, it was Batista’s fault for letting his guard down. We
see a clip from the Highlight Reel on Raw, with Chris Jericho
accusing Shawn of faking a knee 1injury. That idea makes
Batista sick to his stomach and he hopes Shawn is hurt. If he
isn’t, he will be when Batista sees him. As usual, short form
Batista is the best Batista and he got his point across fast
here.

Jesse & Festus vs. Curt Hawkins/Zack Ryder

Festus starts hammering on Hawkins to start and drives some
knees to the ribs. As Foley tries to figure out which one 1is
biscuits and which one is gravy, Jesse takes over in the
corner. It’s off to Ryder, who takes Jesse into the corner.
The neck crank goes on for a bit before Ryder gets two off a
neckbreaker. Jesse belly to backs his way to freedom and
brings Festus back in to clean house. A splash hits Ryder but
Hawkins offers a distraction, allowing Ryder to get in a shot
to the throat. Jesse has to come back in and the neckbreaker
faceplant gives Hawkins the fast pin.



Rating: C. It’s not easy to get into these matches anymore as
it feels like these same teams have been fighting for months
now without getting anywhere. Someone solving Festus isn’t the
best sign for his future, but it’'s even worse for Jesse’s, who
only exists as Festus’ partner. Not a bad match, but the tag
division outside of Miz and Morrison only feels like filler
these days.

Finlay vs. Julio Dinero

Finlay drives a shoulder in the corner to start and drops
Dinero with a clothesline. Back up and Dinero is sent outside
as Hornswoggle pops out from underneath the ring. A backdrop
and the Celtic Cross complete the squash to give Finlay the
win.

Post match Hornswoggle hits a Tadpole Splash.

Smackdown World Title: Great Khali vs. Undertaker

Undertaker is defending..or he isn’t, as Vickie Guerrero comes
out to say not so fast.

In recent weeks, Undertaker has injured a lot of people with
his illegal choke. Therefore, the choke is banned and since
Undertaker shows no remorse, the title is vacated. Since
Undertaker won’t hand it over, Vickie sends Great Khali down
to get it. Khali goes to get it and is kicked in the face.
Undertaker grabs the choke as Curt Hawkins and Zack Ryder come
down to get the title. The choke stays on so long that Khali
is bleeding from the mouth as Undertaker lets go to end the
show. That’s certainly a twist and at least gives them a
better reason for Edge vs. Undertaker to continue aside from
“Vickie says so.”

Overall Rating: C+. The twist ending boosts this up a bit as
it makes things that much more intriguing. Unlike Raw, this
didn’'t feel as much like we’re heading for Backlash II later
this month with Judgment Day. Focusing on the titles all night



long is not a bad idea, and the MVP vs. Matt Hardy match was
good enough for the show’s long wrestling segment. Nice enough
show here, and I want to see where the main event story 1is
going so points for getting the important stuff right.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vyour
wrestling headline needs.
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